HISTORY OF THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE
PART I: THE AVERY YEARS, 1927-1952
Compiled and Annotated
By
David B. Field
Overseer of Lands
Maine Appalachian Trail Club
1949
PREFACE
Many of the original letters that I have transcribed were hand-written, and often difficult to read.
Most anything enclosed in brackets [ ] is one of my comment inserts. An insert “[?]” indicates
that I just could not read a word or section in the original letter. (In a few cases, the author of a
typed manuscript used brackets within a quoted passage but it should be clear from the context
that these are not my comments.) I have used braces { } to enclose hand-written marginal notes
in otherwise typed manuscript and also to enclose footnotes in the original material. Throughout,
I have corrected obvious typos but have not changed misspellings and abbreviations that reflect
the culture of the times and places. Except for these items, the text included in “THE WRITTEN
RECORD” are verbatim transcriptions of the original documents as best as I was able to read
them.
SUMMARY
1949 was an amazing year as Avery really set up the organization of the Maine Appalachian
Trail Club for the first time, with a majority of the officers actually Maine residents. He clearly
injected a great deal of energy into the Club and a lot of Trail work got done. His biggest
challenge was dealing with the collapse of the Penobscot West Branch Cable Bridge, which was
not resolved until 1950. 1950 saw a temporary relocation off from the Barren-Chairback Range
as the aftermath of logging caused too many problems to deal with. The timing of all this is
almost uncanny, as Avery really set the MATC on its feet just in time for him to pass from the
picture in 1952.
In May, despite the “sad experience of 1947”, Avery started a three-man paid crew in eastern
Maine. and a two-man crew operating out of Monson. He just could not avoid his tendency to
micro-manage the work and this led to even further stress for him. In addition, he contracted
again with the Maine Forest Service to have sections of the Trail cleared on the Bigelow Range
and Moxie Bald Mt., but it proved difficult for the Forest Service to find workers who would
stick with the tasks. However, Avery’s health had improved to the point where he was out on the
Trail in western Maine over Memorial Day weekend and then, in June, he and his son Robert
spent eight days with the eastern crew to train them and initiate their work. In early August,
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Avery and Seymour Smith spent 10 days working on the Trail between Moxie Pond and Daicy
Pond. Avery was always very sensitive about the impression left on users by the condition of the
Trail in Maine. Learning that the Appalachian Mountain Club had scheduled its “August Camp”
for the Mt. Bigelow area in western Maine, Avery pleaded with all of those responsible for Trail
maintenance in that area to bring their sections up to standard by 1 August.
Late in 1949, work on a dam at Long Falls on the Dead River neared completion and Avery, with
help from Helon Taylor (recently moved back to Eustis and working for the Maine Forest
Service) began to plan for moving the Appalachian Trail which, the next year, would be
inundated by the new Flagstaff Lake. Taylor was kept busy fighting forest fires caused, in large
part, by burns ignited in the forest areas cleared for the creation of that lake.
For years, Avery had been obsessed with gaining publicity for the Appalachian Trail and
increasing its use, especially in Maine. In 1949, he had to confess, "If there is ever such a time
as too much publicity, we are experiencing it at this time.” The July issue of Reader’s Digest led
hard-pressed ATC Washington, D.C. volunteers to respond to more than 8,000 inquiries. Upon
learning that National Geographic planned to publish an article about the Trail, Avery pleaded
(without success) for them to defer the publication to 1950. The article appeared in August. That
led to a total of 10,000 responses to inquiries.
On 30 October, a meeting of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club officers and interested persons
took place in Auburn, Maine. Thirty-eight persons attended and the Maine Alpine Club arranged
a display of photographs of Trail scenes.
THE WRITTEN RECORD
January 2, 1949. Myron Avery to Howard Zahniser, Executive Secretary, Wilderness
Society, Washington, D.C.
Dear Mr. Zahniser:
Thank you for your courtesy in sending me a copy of your letter to Mr. Rungee of 30 December.
I wish so much that you had gotten to Katahdin this fall. The Maine Legislature is in session. It
will not meet for two more years. The urgency and critical situation at Katahdin has at last
become admitted. The authorities are planning to ask for funds of such a size as will cause
considerable consternation. Startling developments of a revolutionary character are reported. The
situation will soon crystallize and as soon as we learn the final plan we will be in touch with you.
I wish it had been done before but it may not yet be too late to do most constructive work by
stressing the needs. If your publication date and the legislative action permit, the effort might be
most timely--and we hope of some effect,
1 will get in touch with you as soon as the powers that be go on record.
Dictated by Mr, Avery but written and sent out during his absence to avoid delay.
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Copy: Miss Stephenson
January 5, 1949. E. Guy Frizzell, A.T.C. Vice Chairman in Charge of Trail Reports.
Dear Fellow Trail-Workers:
Enclosed you will find forms on which you will report the condition of that part of the
Appalachian Trail for which you are responsible. You will note that we are asking that your
report be in our hands by January 31. If you can conveniently get it back sooner, it will make my
task a little easier.
Your time is valuable—save it by filling out and returning the forms at once.
My time isn't, so don't hurry on my account.
But Miss Jean Stephenson's time is valuable and she is the one that has to have these reports all
prepared for publication in the Trailway News, So help yourself, and help Jean, by returning
them at once.
With all good wishes to you for a Happy New Year, I am…
{Report sent 1/26/49}
REPORT ON SECTION OF THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL
Please fill out and return 3 copies to E. Guy Frizzell by January 31, 1949. Monday.
Secs. 19 to 22. Saddleback Mtn. to Andover-B Hill Road (41.14 m.)
General condition of Trail______________________________________________________
(Indicate when last maintenance work was done.)
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
Condition of marking __________________________________________________________
(Indicate when last painted and when A.T. markers last renewed.)
_____________________________________________________________________________
_____________________________________________________________________________
Board direction signs __________________________________________________________
(State when board signs are required on section)
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____________________________________________________________________________
Guidebook data______________________________________________________________
(Report here any changes in Trail description)
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
Work still needed____________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________________
1949 Prospects_______________________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
Recommended for travel_______________________________________________________
Comment:
Reported by_______________________
Date________________________

__________________________________
(maintaining organization)

(If it is desired to subdivide the sections grouped above, do so by changing the above designation,
and typing a new report, both captions and information, on an additional sheet.)
January 13, 1949,

APPALACHIAN TRAIL CONFERENCE
Washington, D.C.
MEMORANDUM NO. 4
Memorandum to the Board of Managers &
A.T. Trail-Maintaining Organizations

This memorandum relates to an opportunity to obtain a supply of the special order (33-inch
overall length) Disston pruning shears.
The Trail Manual and the reel on trail technique have furnished details of this special type of
pruning shears which have been found so effective in Appalachian Trail maintenance work. Prior
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to the war, the obtaining of these shears as a special order from distributors of Henry Disston &
Sons, Inc., Philadelphia, presented no problem. The shears became unavailable during the war.
Subsequent efforts to obtain special orders through retailers have been unsuccessful. As a result,
many organizations have been greatly handicapped in Trail work by the non-availability of these
shears and by the necessity for making use of worn-out or broken tools of pre-war vintage.
At last the problem has been solved, but to obtain any advantage will require immediate action
by Trail maintaining organization. The Appalachian Trail Conference made strong
representations to the manufacturers, placing the matter on the basis of public service in assisting
in maintaining The Appalachian Trail. The Conference enlisted the efforts of Board Member
Henry L. Woolman, at Philadelphia. Mr. Woolman has been successful. The Disston Company is
prepared to manufacture, as a service to the Appalachian Trail Conference, shears of the special
length desired and fill a specific order. I should emphasize that this will not be a recurring
situation and that all Trail maintaining organizations, which wish these tools, will need to take
immediate action if this opportunity is to be utilized.
The matter has a deadline date of 10 February. All orders must be in the hands of the Conference,
with the sum covering the cost, by February 10th. The minimum order is one-half dozen shears.
The arrangements are that the shears will be shipped express collect from Philadelphia to the
designated organization.
Since the Disston Company will not handle the mailing out of the half dozen lots to each order,
Mr. Woolman is assisting us further by taking delivery of the entire consignment. He will
arrange to fill the individual orders in the units of one half dozen shears.
Attached is the form of communication to be sent to A.T.C. Assistant Secretary Giller, in charge
of financial matters (2123 Eye Street, N.W., Washington 7, D. C.). Please note this direction.
Orders are not to be sent to the Conference address or to the Chairman. Further, orders of less
than the minimum quantity of half a dozen cannot be handled. The Conference is unable to deal
with the matter on the basis of purchasing shears and supplying one or two to organizations or
individuals. The matter has to be dealt with on the basis of the arrangements set forth on the form
enclosed.
The price is extremely favorable, $25.00 per dozen shears (l/2 dozen, $12.50). Pre-war retail
costs of this item were at least one third more.
Where organizations cannot act formally before February 10th, Board members or those who
receive this notice may deem the matter of sufficient benefit to act in an individual capacity,
anticipating that the organization will ratify this action, as the opportunity will not occur again.
The Conference is indeed grateful to Mr. Woolman for his efforts in obtaining the cooperation of
the Disston Company and for caring for the final details.
This communication is also being sent to all organizations and individuals maintaining the Trail,
so that they may be in a position to take immediate action, as indicated on the order blank.
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Myron H. Avery, Chairman, The Appalachian Trail Conference
January 15, 1949. Myron Avery to Harold J. Dyer, Sherman Mills, Maine.
Dear Hal:
This is a very hasty note in connection with the attached A.T. Memo No. 4.
I am sure that you could make good use of these shears in the Park and we have never been able
to supply you with any (unlike the weeders) because of their nonavailability.
So if you will consider these as a donation to the Park from the Maine Appalachian Trail Club
and let us occasionally borrow them when we are in the vicinity, we will be very happy to leave
the matter that way.
The order has been placed and they will come forward express prepaid. You have nothing to do
with the form. I am sending the Memorandum to explain the matter.
We are watching with great interest the Katahdin developments in the Legislature.
As soon as I get caught up with accumulated work, I shall write you at length.
We would appreciate your letting us know when the shears arrive.
With best regards to all of the family.
Dictated by Mr. Avery but written and sent out during his absence to avoid delay.
January 22, 1949. Myron Avery to Howard Zahniser, Executive Secretary, Wilderness
Society, Washington, D.C.
Dear Mr. Zahniser:
I am enclosing some items from the Maine Legislative Record with respect to Katahdin. The full
impact of this astounding development, with the resulting change for "roadless and wilderness
Katahdin", needs no comment.
I thought I would send on these items so that you could study them prior to the time when Miss
Stephenson and I discuss the matter with you. This change in status is not as drastic as the
preliminary "grapevine" reports which prompted my last letter to you.
The modification may be the familiar "step by step" process of encroachment.
We shall want to obtain the return of these records in due course.
Dictated by Mr. Avery, but transcribed in his absence and sent forward to avoid delay.
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January 22, 1949. Myron Avery to Earl W. York, Jr., Millinocket, Maine.
Dear Junior:
I was glad to know that despite the fact that I was unable to get in to your country last year the
Yorks did not strike us from their Christmas card list. We were pleased to have your card.
Because of accumulated work, illness, and everything else, the Avery family this year went back
to war time practices and did not send any cards at all.
1 feel very much out of touch with things in your area, for I have talked to only one person who
was at Daicey Pond this summer. He has told me an alarming story about the Cable Bridge. He
says that one of the timbers underneath the planks on the upstream side has given way and
showed me a picture to bear this out, which indicates that the bridge is sagging on the upstream
side. I have written about this to Hal Dyer but I thought I would also ask if you had been to the
bridge lately.
If you go down I hope you will let me know what the true situation is and what you think of the
possibility of repairs. It would be a great loss to lose this structure.
We are having a very open, easy, winter here, with no snow.
I wish one of these evenings you would sit down and let me know what has happened since I last
saw you.
Please give my best regards to Jeannette and tell her I expect to be at Daicey Pond this summer.
January 22, 1949. Myron Avery to Harold J. Dyer, Sherman Mills, Maine.
Dear Hal:
I am writing in connection with a matter which has alarmed me very considerably.
You remember our discussion about the Cable Bridge and your feeling that you could keep it in
repair through the force you have at the Park. Each year I have been at pains to observe it
carefully. I sent you a copy of my observations in 1946 and 1947 with the statistics as to size.
The creosoted planks on the walkway are 2 x 8 x 36. The planks on the steps are 2 x 10 x 36.
My letter of 21 September 1944 reported the situation to Forest Commissioner Rendall. In 1944
one plank was crumbling on the edge of the walkway and one on the steps. In my 1946 notes are
that four floor boards were beginning to splinter and it required replacement. I had assumed there
was nothing serious.
Mr. Bancroft Webster, member of the Conference, who traveled from Joe Mary to Katahdin last
summer gave me an alarming story. He said that one of the timbers underneath the bridge had
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apparently failed, and his photograph as he showed it to me seemed to bear out his recollection
that the bridge was sagging on the upstream end.
This support is one which I would not have seen, I am afraid, for unfortunately I confined my
observation to the top of the bridge and did not lie down and look underneath. The shortcoming
of my observations are very manifest to me now.
Mr. Webster had a further report which, however, seemed to me obviously in error. He said that
the bridge had been condemned and even thought (hazily) that it had been posted. I felt this
could not be right for I knew of no Maine authority which recognized responsibility for the
structure and would take this action. Most unfortunately, however, Mr. Webster’s photograph
bears out his report.
I know your concern over the existence of this bridge, which means an opportunity to fight fires
south of the river which could endanger the Park. Commissioner Rendall manifested great
interest in the bridge and recognized its vital importance to the Forest Service. I have not written
Forest Commissioner Nutting, whose acquaintance I expect to make in Maine in the next two
months, because I did not know whether he was familiar with the structure. He should, however,
he advised either by you or me of its vital key aspect in fire control in this area.
If a timber is in fact gone underneath, it would seem that replacement would be a most serious
problem. Accordingly, I thought that I would write you and ask if you had heard of such a report.
In any event, I presume that as soon as trail conditions permit, you will be going down to
examine it.
I am going to send a note to Junior York to ask if he knows anything of the situation.
We are receiving the Daily Kennebec Journal and have noticed with greatest interest all the
Katahdin developments. The situation certainly demonstrates the danger of imposing ironclad
restrictions based upon the attitude of one individual who may approach the matter with more
sentiment than science.
We are having a very open easy winter down here.
Copies: Orig. & 1 copy to Dyer, Bancroft Webster
{Copy Maine File, Katahdin File}
Dictated by Mr. Avery but transcribed in his absence and sent forward to avoid delay.
January 24, 1949. Lawson Reeves, Dryden, Maine, to Prof. Roy Fairfield, Bates College.
[Hand-written]
Dear Sir:
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During Dec. I showed the A.T. slides of Mt. Katahdin to several organizations in this vicinity,
hoping to create more interest in the trail and aid in maintenance. Naturally it is my own section
that I am particularly interested in.
I did get several promises of aid from the Franklin County Fish and Game Association members.
Whether or not these will materialize when the time comes is not certain, but I do think so. It has
occurred to me that we might get more aid on your section than on mine, inasmuch as my section
is rather inaccessible. If I can get this aid would you care to have this work done on the trail from
Route 4 (Rangeley--Houghton fire road) to Sandy River Pond? If we could get 5 or 6 men there
some weekend early in the spring this piece could be reopened. Also this might work into
something permanent. I am willing to give my time one weekend if you so desired, and could get
a couple from your club too. If you are not interested, then I will plan on using this promised aid
on my section.
The Katahdin slides are excellent and well worth showing to your group.
I did quite a bit of work on my section last summer and hope to get it finished this summer. I will
cooperate with Mr. Griscom on some of his and my trips this summer.
January 25, 1949. Roy Fairfield to Lawson Reeves Box 43, Dryden, Maine
Dear Mr. Reeves,
Thank you for your letter of the 24th. I have heard of your good work on the Trail through
Myron Avery. The “propaganda” work you have been doing sounds good.
We sure could use some assistance on that section between Route 4 and the Sandy River Pond
section. As you know, we put detour signs at either end last summer, for we wanted to get the
balance of the trail cleared away. We have done that, having finished it last October. If severa1
of us could get into that area early in the Spring, we should be able to slash our way through in a
day or so. Then, we (i.e. B.O.C.) could concentrate upon the balance of the trail throughout the
balance of the Spring. Shall we leave it this way? I’ll wait until I hear from you as to when the
woods are clear and you can get your group together. Let me know just what dates you could
make it, then I’ll organize a group to go up from this end. We have all sorts of equipment; you
simply name what you wish us to bring.
Thank you again. Looking forward to seeing you in the Spring.
{Wrote Apr. 9, 1949.}
January 25. 1949. Roy Fairfield to Myron Avery.
Dear Myron:
Thank you for sending the information pertaining to the Disston shears. Our organization has
voted to buy six pairs, and the order has gone.
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Received a letter from Lawson Reeves today. He has apparently worked up considerable
enthusiasm regarding the trail up in his neck of the woods, for he has offered to help us work
through that detour running parallel to Route 4, this being a more accessible section than his own,
if we are willing. I am sending back an emphatic "Yes!” as you might expect. If we can get that
done early in the Spring, then get through the balance of our section later on, our forty miles
ought to be in nearly A1 shape (except for windfalls) for summer travel. It's an aim anyway.
Am busier than the proverbial paperhanger!—grading 182 mid-year exams, attending committee
meetings, reading for the PhD general exams, administering this new course I'm teaching,
speaking for outside organizations, etc. etc. You know the story. One occasionally has to stop to
ask where he is going!
January 31, 1949. Myron Avery to Roy Fairfield. [A rare, for Avery, hand-written letter.]
Dear Roy:
I have a few days of minor unfinished business at Bethesda Naval Hospital so am inflicting my
handwriting on you in response to your most welcome note of January 25th.
You are a most busy man.
I hope to see you in Lewiston within the next two months.
As to the shears: you know they get lost, broken or misplaced. This opportunity will never come
again. The cost is only 50 pct of market price—if they could be bought. They are indispensable
tools. Half a dozen will not last too long. I think you would do well in laying in half a dozen
more in reserve by increasing your order.
Lawson is ambitious. He seems to rate a trail as good on the basis of less work than other
travelers. He has work in the middle of his section and I hope he accomplishes all he plans this
summer including repairing Sugarloaf Lean-to.
February 2, 1949. Hal Dyer to Myron Avery.
Dear Myron:
I have your letter regarding the Cable Bridge on the West Branch. I had a report last fall that one
of the cross members had let go, but on questioning the source of the information I gathered from
the vague details that it wasn't of a serious nature.
I checked the bridge last spring, giving particular attention to the steps and flooring. I tested the
weathered planks you reported and found the damage to be superficial.
Upon receiving the latest report regarding the possibility of a broken cross-member, I planned to
make a detail examination the first thing in the spring. Since I have a repair job scheduled for the
footway across the Toll Dam, I figured that any minor repairs could be made at that time. 1 am
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of the opinion that the situation is not serious, however, if a major repair and overhaul is
necessary, then we will have to take the necessary steps to accomplish it.
Regarding the report that the bridge had been condemned, and posted, is news to me. I expect to
be in that general area around the middle of March and will give the Cable Bridge a thorough
checkup so that we will know exactly what the situation is. My general thought is that any major
repairs would be handled by the Forest Service with funds from the Contingent Fund. When I
have the facts, I will take the matter up with Mr. Nutting.
cc:

J. Bancroft Webster
E. L York, Jr.

{See letter of 5 Feb. in reply in Maine A.T. File, Part 117. [This letter not found.]}
February 2, 1949. Howard Zahniser to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Capt. Avery:
I trust you have fared well since we talked over the ‘phone. I myself have been out of the office
almost a week with a cold and am going over the Katahdin material today. Thought a letter like
the enclosed might be helpful to us. I am looking forward to a meeting with you and Miss
Stephenson.
February 2, 1949. Howard Zahniser to Hon. Percival Baxter, Portland 3, Maine.
Dear Governor Baxter:
Ever since coming into my present position here at The Wilderness Society, in the fall of 1945, I
have been hoping to become personally acquainted with you, and have discussed with our
president, Benton MacKaye, who lives at Shirley Center, Mass., the prospects for arranging a
visit with you. Two successive falls now I have had rather definite plans for a visit to Katahdin
frustrated, and I am most deeply disappointed still not to have become personally acquainted
with you and familiar with the great wilderness preservation opportunity in Baxter State Park.
It has been a great comfort to know of your membership in this society from its early beginnings
and to see in our files evidence of your cooperation with Robert Sterling Yard. In fact, I suppose
it is this sense of wilderness security in your park that has permitted demands for wilderness
defense elsewhere to keep me so long away from Maine, Throughout the nation there are many
who similarly take great comfort in realizing that the Katahdin wilderness is protected in your
park. We have referred to it as a typical example of the possibilities for wilderness preservation
under State auspices. It has meant a great deal to us in many ways thus to have Baxter State Park
on our map of wilderness areas.
I write thus at this time because of having seen an editorial in the Daily Kennebec Journal for
January 15 entitled “A Modest Request” and indicating that a change in policy with reference to
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the park is being considered, your attitude having been "somewhat modified," according to this
editorial.
We would very much appreciate hearing directly from you with regard to the recent
developments referred to, in order to be completely and authoritatively informed, and we would
thank you kindly for your comments on the situation.
I trust you feel our appreciation of the great work you are doing and our eagerness to be of any
possible assistance and support in your program for preserving the wildness of this area.
A clipping from THE LIVING WILDERNESS of our most recent map of wilderness areas in the
United States is enclosed. This accompanied an article on the watershed protection importance of
wilderness and thus emphasized the drainage systems. You will readily recognize Baxter State
Park, one of only three State areas.
February 10, 1949. Sadye Giller, Assistant Secretary, The Appalachian Trail Conference,
to Roy P. Fairfield, Bates College, 3 Bardwell House, Lewiston, Maine.
Dear Mr. Fairfield:
The check which you enclosed with the order for six Disston shears for the Bates College Outing
Club is made payable to The Appalachian Trail Conference. The orders and checks for these
shears will be forwarded to the Disston Company, and it is required, as you will note by
Memorandum No. 4, that all checks be made payable to Henry Disston & Sons, Inc. Accordingly,
I am returning for cancellation the check which you forwarded, and I would appreciate your
sending me another check for $12.50 payable to: Henry Disston & Sons, Inc.
I am sending this letter air mail special delivery and would appreciate your sending me the new
check by return mail. I am holding up the order pending receipt of your check since all orders
must be accompanied by checks to cover.
February 16, 1949. Hal Dyer to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Myron:
I have read the 1949 Guide supplement and have made two notes on pages 10 and 11. We do not
allow camping at Basin Ponds. Robinson spoke to me last season of a reference in the Guide to
such camping. It had slipped my mind.
Regarding the pack horses—we have been trying for two years to locate some burros; however,
the whole project has fallen through. No horse pack outfit will be available this coming season.
February 23, 1949. Myron Avery to Hal Dyer, Sherman Mills, Maine.
Dear Hal:
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Many thanks for your prompt reply of 16 February on the 1949 Maine Supplement. Since we are
waiting for Map No. 4, we have an opportunity to correct matters. I am glad that I thought to
send you the Supplement in advance, for plans and arrangements do not always materialize. I
was under the impression your pack-horse project was functioning. It is one thing less to worry
you, I suppose.
We are caring for the matter by getting a stamp to use on page 11. It will read:
Camping prohibited at Basin Ponds.
Pack horse transportation not available in 1949.
We can stamp it on the open page. It means some labor here but may save you people some
trouble.
We are trying to get the bill introduced by Mr. Gates from Millinocket, providing for Katahdin
development. Millinocket apparently does not want to be left out.
We are mailing you an extra copy of the 1949 Supplement now. Copies will come forward with
the map when it is ready.
I expect to be in Maine for two or three days soon.
Dictated by Mr. Avery but written and sent out during his absence to avoid delay.
February 27, 1949. Francis Disnak to Roy Fairfield. [Hand-written]
Dear Mr. Fairfield:
I’ve just received your card of Feb. 17th in regards to the name of the printer.
Sorry you had to wait so long, but it couldn’t be helped. I’m teaching 7th and 8th grade history in
Claremont, N.H. and this was our vacation week.
Glad to hear that the Carnival was a financial success.
If you are interested, the Book-of-the-Month Club has an excellent group of famous paintings
which would help you in your C. H. courses.
Printer for 1949 Carnival: Hingham Journal, Hingham, Mass
March 15, 1949. Myron Avery, Chairman, The Appalachian Trail Conference
MEMORANDUM FOR APPALACHIAN TRAIL MAINTAINING ORGANIZATIONS AND
INDIVIDUALS ETC., IN WESTERN MAINE
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I have thought it very necessary to pass on word as to scheduled use of The Appalachian Trail in
western Maine which will necessitate completing all Trail maintenance work in western Maine
before August 1.
This is the development. The Appalachian Mountain Club (5 Joy Street, Boston), with chapters
in numerous cities, has scheduled its “August Camp” for August 1949 at Flagstaff and is
stressing Mt. Bigelow. The Appalachian Mountain Club, with a membership of nearly 6,000, is
the largest mountaineering club in the United States. It maintains the trails and huts in the White
Mountains. It is affiliated with the Appalachian Trail Conference but is an entirely separate and
distinct organization. I mention this because the word, “Appalachian” in the names of both
organizations causes confusion.
The "August Camp" of the A.M.C, is an annual institution. It is a tent camp, divided into sections
lasting two weeks each. It has a different base each year, to afford access to interesting mountain
country. Each section usually numbers at least fifty, and a trip is made each day to a different
region. The second section usually repeats the program of the first section.
The last August Camp which was close to the Trail was at Katahdin Iron Works.
The Club's program, as set out in the April A.M.C., Bulletin, is quoted —
"Program: The Bigelow Range and the A-T are the commanding and nearby objectives. With
auto help we will include; Flagstaff, Abraham, Eustis Ridge, Sugarloaf, Hedgehog, Saddleback,
Snow and Spalding — just to mention a few. Mt. Louise on the International Border with trail on
the Canadian side is a lot of fun. There are all grades of walks, from difficult and long to short
and easy.”
Our maintenance plans had contemplated for 1949 less emphasis on western Maine and more on
eastern Maine. The scheduling of this August Camp will necessitate a complete re-arrangement.
The number present will mean intensive recreational use of this area. The widespread publicity
makes it essential that our plans be changed so as to have all sections of The Appalachian Trail
finished and in good order by the time the A.M.C. Camp moves in at Flagstaff by August 1st.
To avoid last minute delay, each group should make the middle of July the deadline.
I have thought that the sending of this advance notice would enable trail maintaining
organizations to make appropriate plans so that every section will be in its best possible
condition and a credit to Maine.
If you require paint or markers, write to Dr. J. F. Schairer (2801 Upton St., N.W., Washington 8,
D.C.)
Mr. Charles Pryor, our Maine sign painter, is receiving a copy of this Memorandum, so that he
can mail out the signs for which orders have been previously placed with him.
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In order to avoid any possibility of sections not being worked over and repainted for the use
which they will receive in August, I am asking each group to keep me and their neighbor on
either side closely posted.
Rough draft attached: After corrected, it will be prepared by hectograph and sent to the
following:
Roy P. Fairfield
John W. Clark
Stanley B. Attwood (With note: Please pass extra copy to M.A.C. President.)
Lawson Reeves
Bronson Griscom
Jean Stephenson
Marion Park
Mr. & Mrs. E.E. Storey
Supervisor Robert G. Hutton (With note: Additional copies are enclosed in the event you wish
to inform your chief wardens of this development.)
J. F. Schairer
C.C. Pryor
M.A.T.C. Member Herbert Blackwell
Fred Hutchins (With note: Have you any idea of the condition of the Bigelow Range Trail?)
March 3, 1949. Myron Avery. NOTE FOR WILL SAWYER AND ROY FAIRFIELD
I am going to be in New England this week-end and I think that I will have finished my business
at Portland on Saturday the 5th so that I could take the 2 o’clock train from Portland, arriving at
Lewiston about 3. That is, if the both of you were free and this would be a convenient time. I
would be taking the 7 o'clock train back to Portland.
If this is inconvenient, could you have a message left for me at the Hotel Eastland.
I would expect to be there about 1 o' clock on Saturday.
April 6, 1949. Lawson Reeves to Roy Fairfield. [Hand-written]
Dear Mr. Fairfield:
Last January we corresponded in regards to a work trip on the A.T. from Route #4 to Sandy
River Pond, and left matters to be renewed in the spring. I thought it about time that we should
be making tentative plans. Several members of the Franklin County Fish and Game Assoc.
expressed a desire to lend us a hand at trail clearance. There is a possibility that this might
develop into something permanent and since your section is the most accessible in this section, I
think it would be the most logical place to work. Since most of these fellows are ardent
fishermen, they will be on trips over Memorial week-end. That would leave May 15 or 22 or
June 5 or 12th before graduation. Any of these dates or a later date would be OK up here.
Weather will be unsettled prior to May 15th.
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At the present time the woolen mill here is operating 6 days a week which will tie up some of the
men except for Sunday.
It would seem to me that four men could clear this four miles in one week-end, i.e. two groups
working from each end. All over that could work at Four Ponds while a couple more could work
from Piazza Rock to the fire tower.
Thus if we could round up say 8 or 10 men a good job could be done from Route 17 (Mexico to
Oquossoc) to the top of Saddleback Mt. without much lost time in travel. Headquarters could be
at Second Sandy River Pond or Piazza Rock. We could go up Friday evening before dark and
return Sunday afternoon.
I noted that the fellow from York, Pa. (who hiked the entire length of A.T.) followed the trail
through these four miles so that the trail is not impassable there altho posted.
If you have any new ideas or further suggestions, I would like to hear from you. Any weekend
would be satisfactory with me but I should have a couple weeks notice so as to notify the
individuals and have time to work it up.
April 11, 1949. Hal Dyer, Baxter State Park, to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Myron,
I went down to the West Branch last week with Junior York and the cable bridge is all done as a
footway until it can be rebuilt.
As York pointed out in his letter, the cross members have rotted at that point where the
suspension rods go through and are attached by a washer and nut on the bottom. At the present
time 30 feet on the west side has completely dropped away. These cross members 6” x 6”
supported the 8” x 8” sills. As the rods pulled through, the sills and floor dropped. The remainder
of the span looks as though it would go down before the season is over. I drove a hunting knife
clear to the hilt testing the sill on the east bank, and the suspension rods have already started to
pull through the remaining cross members.
I counted 20 cross members, the first being spaced at 10’ and York said that the footway was 207
ft. long. We looked over the uprights supporting the main cables and if the rot has progressed as
fast there, I doubt if they would be safe for more than 5 or 6 years. Pitman tells me that the
cables on the west bank are anchored by a log “dead-man”. If this is true, I would be very
suspicious of its being secure. The cables on the east bank are secured to the ledge.
In view of the condition of the bridge, it will need complete rebuilding. Apparently twelve years
judging from our experience with the wooden bridges on the roads, is the life of such a structure.
If such a structure must be rebuilt every 12 years, it would be far more practical to use steel and
eliminate the wood.
We barricaded the easterly approach so that no one would wander out unsuspectingly on the
footway. I doubt if it would hold a man in the middle.
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March 10-13th, Maurice Day had an exhibit of Katahdin paintings at the Amer. Legion Hall in
Damariscotta. I was able to see his work and enjoyed it immensely. He had a lot of material on
the Traveler and So. Branch Pond area as well as about Katahdin itself. Since Day has his studio
and lives in Damariscotta, you may have an opportunity sometime to stop in to see his material.
I am certainly getting a lot of pleasure out of Winthrop’s Life in the Open Air. I spend a good
part of my time reading passages to Vee—the descriptions are wonderful.
We expect to start work on the park next week. Another early season.
April 17, 1949. Myron Avery to Lawson Reeves.
Dear Lawson:
I was in Augusta last Friday and we made arrangements with the Forest Service for the definite
re-clearing of The Appalachian Trail on Bigelow, with the express arrangement that the work
must be accomplished in July, so that the Trail will be entirely clear when the Appalachian
Mountain Club trip comes through.
The Forest Service has quite a bit of work of its own to do on Bigelow, since by reason of the
flowage it has to build a new trail and telephone line from Stratton Pond to the firewarden’s
cabin. The Parsons Trail will be abandoned.
I have sent out word to all the Trail maintaining organizations in Western Maine about this
Appalachian Mountain Club camp, which will last all through August. They will make intensive
use of Mt. Bigelow and Sugarloaf. Probably on the Sugarloaf trip some of the sturdier
individuals will go through to Orbeton Stream.
I know that Sugarloaf may not be as convenient as some other sections but up until August 1 I
want to urge you to concentrate all your energies and opportunities on this section. I saw Jack
Clark in Portland after my meeting with the Forest Commissioner and Supervisor Hutton. We
were working on plans for re-marking Mt. Bigelow. Clark was somewhat pessimistic as to the
amount of work required to standardize the section going into Sugarloaf, let alone the gaps
farther toward Orbeton Stream. The Appalachian Mountain Club camp is inclined to be
somewhat critical and to expect a lot without making any inquiry. I suggest that it would be
highly desirable to put up a warning sign at Bigelow Village as to the condition of the Sugarloaf
Lean-to to prevent criticism from those who may attempt to use it in ignorance of the situation. I
wish you would bear this in mind as well as checking to see that the Sugarloaf register is in good
condition.
We will be keeping in close touch on these matters in western Maine, I thought you would want
to know that Bigelow, as well as Moxie Bald, will be cared for by the Forest Service. I am
sending copies of this to Messrs. Fairfield, Clark, and Attwood.
Copies to:
Mr. Attwood
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Mr. Clark
Mr. Fairfield - This was dictated prior to receipt of your letter of April 15, but indicates we think
along the same lines. Please show this to Dr. Sawyer.
M.H.A.
P.S.
Signs Nos. 244 , 247, and 242 are being made and will be sent to you soon.
In view of the use to be made of your section by the A.M.C. crowd, I urge you to concentrate all
your available time on it.
The Bates Club is working on the detour on May 15.

M.H.A.

Dictated by Mr. Avery but transcribed in his absence and sent forward to avoid delay.
April 18, 1949. J. W. McLean, Edwards and Walker Company, Portland, Maine, to Roy
Fairfield.
Dear Sir:
We acknowledge your letter dated April 16th and advise that we do not handle Duck though we
would refer you to Harris Company, 188 Commercial St., Portland, Me., Sargent, Lord &
Company, 42 Portland Pier, Portland, Me., W.S. Jordan Company, 102 Commercial St., Portland,
Me.
We believe you can obtain from any of the above.
April 19, 1949. J. F. Schairer, Carnegie Institution of Washington, Geophysical Laboratory
to Roy Fairfield, Bates College.
Dear Mr. Fairfield,
Today I am shipping to you, expense prepaid, twelve quarts of white paint and four of blue paint
for use in your work on the Appalachian Trail and side trails in Maine. It won’t be long now till
good weather for trail work down in Maine.
April 19, 1949. Bill Robes, Kimball Union Academy Outing Club, Meriden, New Hampshire,
to Coach of Woodsman’s Team, Bates Outing Club, Bates College Lewiston, Maine.
Dear Sir:
Lawrence Coachman, Coach of the Norwich Woodsman’s team, wrote me that your team will be
at Kimball Union Academy in Meriden, N.H. Friday April 22nd in time to set up camp for the
night. We are looking forward to seeing you.
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All equipment for competition will be supplied by the K.U.A.O.C. except axes, saws, and fly and
bait casting rods. Each man is expected to use the axes and saws with which he has practiced, as
well as the fish rods to which he is accustomed.
No limits are set for axe weights or styles , or saw lengths, Steel or wood frames saws are
optional for buck sawing event.
Bivouac- Teams will pitch camp in a designated area, cooking their own meals. The Outing Club
cabin is close to the competition grounds and you may like to bunk there, however, there are no
sleeping facilities for sleeping and the floor is hard. (soft pine)
The meet will start promptly at 8:30 A.M. Saturday April 23rd. and will finish the same day at
5:00 P.M.You may plan to stay Saturday night and leave Sunday morning.
Here are the events—
Pack Board Relay Race
Fly Casting (accuracy)
Baiting Casting (accuracy)
Fly Casting (distance)
Lunch
Bait Casting (distance)
Cross Cut Sawing
Buck Sawing
Splitting
Pulp Throwing
This is a pre-season Woodsman’s Meet and it will give your team a chance to see how this kind
of a meet is run and will stimulate interest for another year.
Hoping to see a team from Bates Friday afternoon or evening. If you arrive late call (4-21) and I
will take care of you.
{Telegram: For reasons explained to Coachman unable to come this year. Wire out 4/21/49 1:40
PM}
April 20, 1949. Lawson Reeves to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Myron:
Your letter of the 17th inst. rec’d. Several things has come up since I wrote you last.
Re: Sugarloaf Shelter. I have been in correspondence with Fred Hutchins of Stratton during the
winter, and while at times it did not seem that much progress was made, he has assured me that
he has engaged a man and team and that the lumber will be delivered as soon as the ground is dry
enough to get a team in there, probably the last of May. I have been promised enough local help
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that the roof should be finished in one week-end well before Aug. 1st. I was up there and looked
the shelter over before snow came late last fall. The trail from Bigelow to the shelter is pretty
good. Of course the leaves were off the trees which made it better, but there is no great problem
here at all. I did not cover from the shelter to the top of Sugarloaf about 2 ½ miles. The upper
end of that should not be very bad because of the stunted growth. Surely if a team and sled can
travel from Bigelow to the shelter a man ought not have much difficulty on foot.
I inspected from the top of Sugarloaf to Oberton Stream and spent two weekends there last
summer. There is about 1 ½ miles from Sugarloaf toward Spaulding and about 1 ½ miles around
the 10 mile marker that I did not get cleared last summer. This will be done this summer and no
one should experience any difficulty travelling there. The whole distance was painted both ways
including side trails. My section will be cleared before Aug. 1st.
The slides of Mt. Katahdin that I showed the Franklin County Fish and Game Assn. were well
received. Several members offered to help on a work trip. I have been in touch with Prof.
Fairfield with regards to their helping on the Sandy River Pond detour and am writing to hear
from him. I believe that if we can get 5 or 6 of them out for a weekend. The organization might
agree to maintain a short section of trail somewhere.
I have been informed that if the conference had another collection of slides as good as the Mt.
Katahdin ones the Fish and Game Assn. would like for me to show them at one of their future
meetings. Do you have a set on the White Mts.? If so are they available?
The Fish and Game Assn. is seeking a site on Highway 4 (Farmington to Rangeley) to build a
state campsite. They have considered “Smalls Falls” about 5 miles south of Sandy River Ponds
and as a second choice they are considering the foot of Second Sandy River Pond. I have
proposed the outlet of Long Pond on the Houghton fire road. This would give a campsite half
way between Piazza Rock and Four Ponds and altho there would be no shelter there would be a
roofed table, fireplaces, latrines etc. A campsite at Second Sandy River Pond would not benefit
the A.T. as we have a shelter a little over a mile at Piazza Rock. If Houghton fire road meets with
the A.T. approval, a concerted pressure should be made at once, before it is too late.
The Oxford County Fish and Game Assn. holds an annual Sportsman Show at Rumford each
April. I suggest the A.T. have a booth and show colored slides and distribute free leaflets so as to
create interest. The show lasts 3 days and there is no charge for the booths.
Another suggestion: Next June Rangeley is to have a new weekly newspaper. It will be published
at Rumford and they also publish a weekly for Wilton. I believe this chain of three weeklies
would be glad to publish a short column weekly together with photographs of the A.T. in
Western Maine, to run over a period of several weeks. There would be no charge for this either
and would be good publicity.
Last fall I corresponded with Mr. Griscome [sic] and we agreed to have one or more joint work
trips this summer. Transportation by jeep up the old narrow gauge railroad will save much time.
Copies: Prof. Fairfield, Mr. Griscome, Mr. Clark
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April 21, 1949. Myron Avery to Hal Dyer, Baxter State Park.
Dear Hal:
You may have thought that the project for the super Katahdin Map has become dormant since I
have not mentioned it of late. The fact is that the necessity for re-tracing it to make it intelligible
and the time required have slowed down the project.
The third tracing has just been finished and I now feel that we have something upon which to
work. I think you will be impressed by the area covered, which is beyond that of any other map.
To provide the details for Katahdin, it is my intention to put on one side a much enlarged section
of the mountain, with all of the trails. In addition, I would repeat the Trail Sketch Map of
previous years.
I am greatly concerned over the accuracy of the town line delineations. In the process of tracing I
am afraid that there has been some juggling and re-arrangement. I refer to it as a point that
requires special attention.
I have not had an opportunity to check over this tracing and by the time I get through correcting
it a fourth edition will be needed. I am sending you two copies, with the thought that you may
have now a little leisure to check, correct and add to it, which would not be available if I held it
until later in the summer. I would want you to hold one copy for future checking and at your
convenience let me have the other back so I may proceed with the Fourth Edition.
I do not visualize this as being ready until 1950 and it will require exploration and most careful
checking for developments in the Trout Brook area. This will be particularly true if the
campground on Trout Brook, as proposed by the Gates bill, goes through.
I am really quite optimistic over the possibilities of this map I do not need to say that there are
certain directions in which we would not want word of this activity to travel; in fact, we are not
giving it any publicity at all as yet.
Our other map, No. 4 in a 2-color job is rapidly moving along and I hope to see this out soon,
I hope that you will have the time to work over this map before your duties become too pressing,
taking nothing for granted as far as corrections are concerned.
Dictated by Mr. Avery but transcribed in his absence and sent forward to avoid delay.
April 24, 1949. Myron Avery to Lawson Reeves.
Dear Lawson:
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I was glad to have your letter of April 20 and to note the possibility of progress in the way of
repairing the Sugarloaf Lean-to. That is good news.
I do not quite recall what information was given you with respect to the other available
kodachrome slides. These matters are handled by Mrs. Jacobs, whose address is 4718 Bethesda
Avenue, Bethesda, Maryland. The Conference has had for many years a 150 slide (1 hour)
lecture on the entire Trail. The lecture material is furnished. It extends from Katahdin to Mt.
Oglethorpe and is an excellent collection pictorially. Some slides have faded through overuse
and, as the May Appalachian Trailway News will indicate, Mrs. Jacobs has under way a
campaign to fill in the gaps. While not at its best at the moment, it does afford a very interesting
evening. In addition, there is the reel on Trail Technique (16 mm.) which is a good show.
When I was at Augusta last week, I went over the matter of the list of A. T. campsites with
Deputy Forest Commissioner Wilkins. I think that if the Fish and Game Association gets the
approval of the local Chief Fire Warden, it would have little trouble in getting official approval
of the proposed site. Your suggestion, as you say, fits splendidly into our program. I do not quite
see how we could accomplish anything by A. T. pressure more than the local groups in this case.
Your suggestions as to publicity and contact are excellent, they fall in with what we will be
working on in the next two months in the way of reviving the formal organization of the Maine
Appalachian Trail Club and attempting to obtain more local interest and sponsors. Since a letter
in this connection will come forward to you shortly, I will not duplicate its contents except to say
that the ultimate project is a small booklet describing the organization, its activities, etc.
Coming back to Trail maintenance, I do not think that the fact that lumber could be hauled to the
lean-to necessarily means that the Trail will be free from briars and summer growth to the extent
to which we would want it to be. I note what you have written about the possibility of individuals
from the Franklin County Fish and Game Association helping on the Trail. I think we should try
to steer such new groups toward unassigned sections, such as some portion of the Trail on Mt.
Bigelow or even the Bigelow Range Trail. Our program is going to be to increase interest and
sponsorship in Maine, just as you have been doing. Your work trips this summer before August
should mean much improvement in the Sugarloaf-Orbeton Stream section.
My trips to New York have been of such a nature that I have not yet had the opportunity to meet
with Mr. Griscom. I hope to accomplish this in the near future.
cc: Prof. R. F. Fairfield, Mr. Bronson Griscom, Mr. John W. Clark
Dictated by Mr. Avery but transcribed in his absence and sent forward to avoid delay.
April 28, 1949. Myron Avery to National Geographic Society, Washington, D. C.
Attn. Mr, J. R. . Hildebrand, Editor.
My dear Mr. Hildebrand:
In December, 1947, at the direction of the Board of Managers of the Appalachian Trail
Conference, then meeting in Washington, I wrote to Dr. Gilbert Grosvenor, National Geographic
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Society, with respect to an article on The Appalachian Trail which it had been announced would
be published in the National Geographic. This letter pointed out the difficulties which would
ensue to the Appalachian Trail Conference if such an article were published in the manner
intended. I attach a copy of this communication. Other than a bare official acknowledgment of its
receipt, no reply was received from the National Geographic Society. Under such circumstances,
the Conference assumed that the National Geographic Society, on learning of the problems
which its intended action would entail, had suspended the project and would officially
communicate with the Conference before resuming the undertaking in order to avoid the
prejudice. I may say that since the death of Dr. Showalter no official communication has been
received during the several years from the National Geographic Society and its employees who
have spoken to us have expressly disavowed any authority to commit the Society on any point.
A few days ago, our Editor, Miss Stephenson, learned of an urgent request for some Conference
publications, made by your organization, and telephoned the Society’s office to ascertain the
reason prompting the request. She was referred to Mr. Brown, who stated that he was working on
an article on The Appalachian Trail which was expected to appear in the near future. Miss
Stephenson explained some of our problems, our past experiences with this type of publicity, and
the safeguards which we have found it necessary to insist on. On pressing the matter as to where
decision on this point rested, you were indicated. Mr. Brown said he would report the
conversation to you. We have concluded it inadvisable to await the possibility of a reply and are
communicating directly with you.
The Appalachian Trail is, of course, an amateur recreational project. The Appalachian Trail
Conference, which sponsors and coordinates the maintenance of it, is composed entirely of
volunteer workers. These workers give of their own time not only for trail maintenance, but also
for the office work, caring for mail, inquiries, preparation of literature, guidebooks, etc., as well
as raising necessary funds for printing, postage and office supplies. With an organization of this
kind, there is a limit to the quantity of work or expense which can be assumed.
We have learned by experience that “unplanned” publicity creates an undue burden, renders us
unable to care for legitimate requests for information and exhausts our stocks of publications.
Also, much time has to be devoted to correcting erroneous statements made in print, where the
articles were not reviewed factually in advance. While Mr. Brown stated that his article would
not suggest communicating with the Appalachian Trail Conference, we know from experience
that any article will produce a deluge of inquiries and activity. Under these circumstances, since
we have so pointedly stressed the burdens, we would have expected--and still expect--the
courtesy of being advised when such on item would be placed in the mail, so that we might
minimize to the degree possible the labor involved.
For the reasons set forth in the preceding paragraphs, many years ago we adopted the rule that all
our publications should be copyrighted, that permission to use material in them, and cooperation
in the preparation or in the publication of articles would be only on condition that we had an
opportunity to see the manuscript and point out errors, and that in any such publication proper
steps would be taken to safeguard us from the inquiries that will result. (The method of doing
this varies with the article, the magazine, and the reader audience.) Thus far, without exception,
all magazines and writers have cooperated with us in these particulars. We have also, by
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knowing when the article is to appear, been able to prepare for the consequences and so
minimize them.
As our letter of December, 1947, indicated, the National Geographic or any magazine may write
on any subject which it chooses. If the National Geographic, disregarding the burden and
expense which its present procedure would entail, concludes to publish such an item, its
minimum contribution toward reducing the resulting burdens would be to defer publication until
1950.
The date of publication is a matter of paramount importance to the Appalachian Trail Conference.
For numerous reasons, the year 1949 would be extremely inopportune for the appearance of your
announced article. Trail maintenance lapsed to a considerable extent during the war, and it will
be another year before all sections will once again be ready for use. The plans for renovation of
substandard and closed sections and non-available facilities will not be completed until the
season of 1950. Stimulation of the use of the Trail this year will result in unsatisfactory
experiences to the users and criticism of the maintaining organizations. Within a few weeks an
article, written around the Trail, is to appear in a national magazine of very wide circulation.
While this has been carefully planned with the writer and editor to direct travel and attention to
those areas where travel this summer will be advisable, it will result in greatly increased work for
the Conference staff and in a heavy demand for publications and literature. This article will
deplete our stock of publications. We will, therefore, be in no position to have the “deluge” from
a National Geographic article pour in on us immediately thereafter. Printing costs have risen and,
if all of our guidebooks are sold, we shall have to raise funds to cover the difference between
former costs and present ones, in order to have more printed. This means additional work for our
volunteer officers, and delay in replenishing stocks.
We can hardly believe that an organization like the National Geographic Society would
arbitrarily, merely to publish a profitable article, render such a disservice to a cause such as The
Appalachian Trail project. Surely, if you and the other officers understand the consequences of
what you are proposing, you would be willing to cooperate. We welcome planned, properly
spaced publicity, at times when we can care for the results, and when the facts are correct. Any
other type of publicity is a detriment to the project.
I have gone into this matter at length, as some of your people have stated that our objections are
based on personal reasons, that is, that we are afraid to feel that a better article could be prepared
by the Conference staff than by the National Geographic staff. We do not take the time to reply
to such unwarranted and disgruntled comment, but rest the matter on the basis of dealing with
the National Geographic in the same manner as we have done with all other national magazines.
We are as willing to cooperate with the National Geographic as we have been with other national
magazines and under the same conditions.
For the above reasons, I am requesting formally that the National Geographic Society desist from
publishing in the year 1949 any article about The Appalachian Trail. If in 1950 it is desired to
publish such an article, it is further requested that the Society do what other magazines have
done. Notify the Appalachian Trail Conference of the plans in ample time; let us review the
manuscript and point out in writing recommended changes in the interests of accuracy; cooperate
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with the Conference in developing some method of minimizing the impact of the inquiries which
will result; and notify us well in advance of the issue in which the article is to appear, so that we
may prepare for the consequences.
Enclosure: Copy of letter from Appalachian Trail Conference to Dr. Gilbert Grosvenor, National
Geographic Society, December 9, 1947.
April 30, 1949. Jack Clark, 143 Cumberland Street, Cumberland Mills, Maine, to
Mr. Roy Fairfield, 23 Russell House, Lewiston, Maine. {Ans. 5/5 49}
Dear Mr. Fairfield:
We will certainly see if we can’t help you on the heavy clearing at the end of the Houghton Fire
Road. I do not share Mr. Avery’s enthusiasm for the chain saw for trail clearing since to me the
gain in sawing speed is more than offset by the difficulty of transportation. The saw is very
awkward to carry any distance. However, we are well equipped for heavy clearing by manual
methods.
I cannot promise the week-end of the 15th definitely, although this is a possibility. Another
possibility for us is the preceding week-end or, possible but not too likely, a day during that
week. We could take the chain saw as well as a good crosscut and Sandvick saw, and see which
works out most effectively. I am not familiar with this section of trail so could you give me the
following information in case we can function before the 15th:
1. Is the Houghton Fire Road passable by Jeep? {Yes}
2. From the end of the road, how far is it to the start of the heavy clearing? {.4 m.}
3. How far does the section requiring heavy clearing extend? {.7 m.}
4. Can you identify for us some landmark at the end of the "heavy-clearing section" so that we
can tell when we are through it? {lean-to}
5. Are the down logs primarily hardwood or softwood? {softwood}
We will probably drive up at night. I assume that there is a spot at the end of the Fire Road to
spread out a couple of sleeping bags.
I appreciate your offer to pay for transportation expenses, gasoline, etc., but this will not be
necessary.
cc sent to: Myron Avery
May 1, 1949. Hal Dyer, Supervisor, Baxter State Park, to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Myron:
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I have your letters of 17th and 21st. I have been expecting a conference with the park authority
any day now and plan to determine what can be done about the cable bridge.
Both the sporting camps, York and Doxsee, have canoes near the mouth of Sourdnahunk Stream.
Doxsees will have to use a canoe to reach their side camp located on the south bank of the river.
Any arrangement would involve considerable expense, probably $8-$10, guides wage for a day.
In low water the river can be forded on the rips just northwest of the Junction with the
Sourdnhaunk.
I certainly will be interested to see the super-Katahdin region map.
We are to clear and mark the Abol Trail this week. The old Sewall camp remains will be
destroyed and camping and fires will be prohibited at that site.
Some time before the summer is underway, I will need some more notebooks for the Katahdin
Register at Baxter Peak. As you recall, these note books had considerable typewritten data on the
inside cover. I believe we now have “New Series No. 6” in the register which will last until about
July first.
My latest information on the Eastern Co. on Trout Brook indicates that upon completion f the
spring drive the camps on the North Branch of Trout Brook are to be destroyed and all
operations suspended for possibly the next 10 years on T5R10 and surrounding country. This of
course can change overnight.
{Marion, Jean confer when prepared notebooks before do so again, writing Dyer and sending
books; copy to me.}
Moving to Togue Pond this week for the season. Address mail to Millinocket from now on.
{Katahdin, Maine A.T., Park, Stephenson}
May 3, 1949. Abbie Chadwick, West Branch Ponds Camps, Kokadjo, Maine, to Jean
Stephenson. [Hand-written]
Dear Miss Stephenson:
Glad to hear from you and that you may make us a visit.
The green growth from Third Pond to Joe Guy’s Camp has been cut, and the Co. is now working
on either side of the Trail, North and South; as you can see, where we have indicated on the map.
The old Trail from 3rd over to the White Cap Trail was cut over several years ago.
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Our camps on Third were bought by the Company and have been used two years as a lumber
camp; there have been a few camps added, and the Spruce and Fir cut; the landscape has entirely
changed.
This year the Company will use the camps for the clerks; no woodsmen so we understand.
You could have the use of the truck for a dollar per day; that is we could take you over and then
come for you at nite.
Our rates from Greenville to Camp are seven dollars.
Mr. Skillings, who owns the Yoke Pond Camps, has a jeep, by which he goes from Kokadjo to
his camp, we are told; understand the road is quite bad.
Our rates are $6 per day or $35 per week.
Hope I have made things clear to you, and that you will decide to come here for a stay.
Herbert often speaks of the nice time he had with you folks, when you were here, a few years
ago.
Hope to hear from you soon.
May 4, 1949. Jean Stephenson to [?]
Dear Mr. Henderson:
I am sorry to have to say that I will not be able to be with you on Saturday for the Appalachia
meeting. As you know, I had planned to come, but a week ago an infection developed on my
thumb. We hardly know the cause but think a piece of flying steel got in it. Anyhow, it evolved
into quite a serious infection, and yesterday afternoon the doctor came to the conclusion that I
should not travel, and this morning he confirmed it. He has just told me that I definitely should
not leave Washington until it improves. I am having to have it treated and examined, etc., both
morning and afternoon, so am spending most of the day at the doctor's office anyway. While he
could have me see a doctor in Boston, he would prefer to take care of it here and also to have me
here in case it becomes more serious. Actually, I think he is worried more than is warranted by
the condition of the thumb, but still I would rather have a conservative doctor than one who
thinks everything will always be all right - and then have something serious result from it
So I am changing all my plans, and remaining here. Of course, if it were to clear up miraculously
by Friday, I would come up that night, and stay on next week for my other matters -- but he
thinks there is no chance of such good luck. If it should happen, however, I will send you a wire,
otherwise, count me out this time.
As I will not be seeing you soon, I am enclosing the item Dorothy Martin wrote about the rescue
of the girl who was rescued from the waterfall. I have read it, but otherwise it is exactly as she
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turned it in. Dorothy Martin was a New Hampshire school teacher who answered the Forest
Service call for volunteers to man the firetowers during the war. She liked it so well that she
remained as a regular Forest Service Guard until the war was over and all guards returned. Then
she took an office job with the Forest Service, first in the office of Region Seven in Philadelphia
and then here in Washington, in the Public Information Branch of the Forest Service. She is an
Assistant Secretary of the Appalachian Trail Conference and a member of the Potomac
Appalachian Trail Club. She has many interesting stories to tell as the result of her experiences
on the Forest.
It is hard to type with a bad hand - and this machine isn’t much either, so I will merely say again
that I sorry not to be able to come up and do my share of the proof reading.
May 6, 1949. Minnie Perham, Milo, Maine, to Jean Stephenson. [Hand-written]
Dear Jean:
Now I can’t give out any information as I really don’t know any other than the place was open
for beaver but there wasn’t any caught and in regards to the cutting they are cutting on farther
end of Bill’s blue line on Barren Mt. Am. Thread red line. Wish we needed some more paint up
our way so you and Miss Giller could come up and see us again.
I think if you write St. Regis Lumber Co., Monson, Me. they can give you all the things you
should know about the work there. We haven’t any way of finding out but if I get in touch with
any one that knows, I’ll write you.
We go to camp Sun. The two men and the horses go tomorrow.
I am anxious to get back in again, have worked hard all winter. My mother has been here with
me. She was 87 in March, very active and smart, is in Dover-Foxcroft now with my sister.
We have around 40 coming early and it looks like a good season.
Hoping to hear from you again this summer.
Bill Dore is operating at his place this yr.
[May 9?] 1949. Undated post card from Lawson Reeves to Roy Fairfield. {Mon. P.M.}
Will see you Sun. 15th Hope to take 4 or 5 with me. Will probably go up Sun. morning early and
start from Sandy River Ponds and work toward Route 4. There is no use trying to steer this group
to some distance section at this time, no one would go. Later they might. Better bring extra bush
cutters and paint and look for us at Sandy River Pond when you go by. Take fly dope as the flies
are pretty bad just now.
May 9, 1949.

THE MAINE APPALACHIAN TRAIL CLUB, INC.
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TO MEMBERS OF THE MAINE APPALACHIAN TRAIL CLUB, INC.:
We are writing to you, as a member of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club, Inc., in connection
with the present status of the Club and plans for its future.
The Club represents a manifestation of interest in The Appalachian Trail in the State of Maine.
Its membership is composed of those who have aided in the Trail project and have been of
unusual assistance. Prior to the war. the organization held meetings and issued reports, etc. The
organizational aspects of the Club's activity were necessarily suspended during the war years.
The last comprehensive report, dated December 15, 1941, was mailed out just a few days after
Pearl Harbor. Members will undoubtedly find it somewhat difficult to locate their copy of the
December 1941 report and since it furnishes much information with respect to the Club’s nature
and activities, a copy is attached to this letter.
The Club is a State of Maine corporation, The Constitution was printed in the minutes of the
Maine Appalachian Trail Club meeting of August 1939. For ready reference, a copy of this
concise document is enclosed. The Minutes of Incorporation were filed in the Kennebec County
(Maine) Registry of Deeds, Oct. 17, 1939 recorded in vol. 757, p, 598, and in the Office of the
Secretary of State, Oct, 18, 1939, recorded in vol. 7, p. 124.
Trail work has continued during the intervening years. The organization has not been inactive in
any sense of the word. The Appalachian Trail Conference in 1948 met in the Southern
Appalachians. At this meeting, steps were taken to reorganize the Appalachian Trail Conference
structure so that it could function with increased efficiency. We feel that the same procedure is
now in order for Maine.
Consequently, the remaining officers are initiating the necessary steps to revive all phases of the
Maine Appalachian Trail Club activity.
This Club should function more actively in Maine in the way of increasing the number of
interested individuals in a particular effort to develop more sponsors for unassigned sections of
The Appalachian Trail in Maine. Local publicity should accomplish this result. There are many
individuals who have assisted during the past eight years, who should be formally elected to
membership. We are reviewing the record here and in the near future we shall take the necessary
steps under the Club’s Constitution to propose these individuals for membership. Next new
officers will need to be elected. The Constitution provides for election by written ballot. We
think it would be difficult this year to find a convenient time and place to hold a meeting.
Consequently, we shall appoint a Nominating Committee and ask it to prepare a slate to be
transmitted to the membership for balloting.
With the revision of the membership and the election of new officers there should be made
available a booklet descriptive of the Club. It would set forth the nature of the organization, the
manner in which the Club's activities are carried on, the Club’s financial status, the situation in
connection with the Walter D. Greene Memorial Fund (current balance $1,860.06), list of Trail
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maintaining organizations and individuals, list of Officers, Constitution and list of Members and
a brief Bibliography of the Appalachian Trail literature for Maine issued by the Club.
This booklet would serve as a condensed statement of the organization’s activities and as a basis
for increasing interest. One of our members, Mr. Reeves, has given several lectures recently,
using Conference slides. The Green Mountain Club in Vermont, which maintains less trail than
exists in Maine, has several active chapters in Vermont. Its activities are devoted to the
maintenance of the Long Trail in Vermont. We think that possibly the existence of The
Appalachian Trail in Maine has been taken for granted and the fact that many of us who work on
the Trail are in Maine for only a few weeks each year has not afforded the opportunity which we
would want for the maximum development of local interest and support.
This letter and the program, which we are outlining, is intended as the beginning of a definite
program to increase interest in Maine in the Appalachian Trail and in the Club. We will welcome
your suggestions as to how we can most effectively proceed, with the project.
J. F. Schairer, Secretary, 2801 Upton Street, N.W., Washington, D.C.
Marion E, Park, Treasurer, Apt, 206, 1228 Eye St. N.W., Washington, D.C.
Myron H. Avery, Overseer of Trails, 4531 45th St., N.W., Washington, D.C.
Enclosures:
(1) Copy of Report, December 15, 1941.
(2) Copy of Constitution
THE MAINE APPALACHIAN TRAIL CLUB, INC.
CONSTITUTION
I. - Name
The name of this organization shall be The Maine Appalachian Trail Club, Incorporated.
II. - Purpose
The purpose of this organization shall be to promote the construction and maintenance, in the
State of Maine, of a section of The Appalachian Trail extending from Katahdin to the MaineNew Hampshire boundary, to be supplemented by side trails and a system of camps at proper
intervals, so as to render accessible for tramping the wilderness region of Maine through which
the Trail route passes.
III. - Officers
The officers of this Club shall consist of a President, an indefinite number of Honorary VicePresidents, a Secretary, Treasurer, and an Overseer of Trails, and an Executive Committee of
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five in addition to the other named officers. The President, Secretary and Treasurer shall perform
the duties usually pertaining to such offices. The matter of the location of the Trail, its route and
policies in connection therewith, shall be under the direct supervision of the Overseer of Trails.
Vacancies in such officers in the intervals of meetings of the Club, as hereinafter provided, shall
be filled by a majority vote of the Executive Committee. The President shall appoint such
committees as may be necessary for the proper functioning of the Club.
IV. - Membership
The sole qualification for membership in The Maine Appalachian Trail Club, Incorporated, shall
consist in having rendered assistance of an outstanding character to the work on the Trail in
Maine. There shall be no dues assessed any member. Members shall be elected by vote of a
majority of the officers (excluding the Honorary Vice-Presidents) and Executive Committee,
three of whom shall constitute a quorum.
V. - Meetings
Meetings may be held at such times and places as may be called by the President, and, in the
discretion of the President, matters may be submitted to members of the Club (excluding the
Honorary Vice-Presidents) for voting by mail. A majority of the votes received by mail, within
the time designated by the notice for voting on such proposals and in the manner designated in
such proposals, shall be determinative of such proposals.
May 11, 1949. From J. F. Schairer, Secretary; Marion H. Park, Treasurer; Myron H.
Avery, Overseer of Trails.
Memorandum for Officers of The Maine Appalachian Trail Club, Inc.
Our letter of May 9 constituted the first step in the way of rendering current the Maine
Appalachian Trail Club affairs. The second step, to which we referred, is the matter of the
election of additional members.
We are proposing the nomination for membership of the following persons; a brief statement of
the nature of their interest is given.
John W. Clark, Mrs. John W. Clark 143 Cumberland Street, Westbrook, Maine
Maintains section of Appalachian Trail from Moxie Pond to Mt. Bigelow.
Bronson W. Griscom, Syosset, New York
Maintains section of Appalachian Trail from Orbeton Stream to Saddleback Mountain.
Seymour R. Smith, Box 713, Watertown, Conn.
Participation in numerous Appalachian Trail work trips.
Roy P. Fairfield, 3 Bardwell House, Bates College, Lewiston, Maine.
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Director, Bates College Outing Club.
Sadye Giller, 2123 Eye Street, N. W., Washington, D. C.
Participation in numerous Appalachian Trail work trips.
Charles C. Pryor, 3306 Shepherd Street, Mt. Rainier, Maryland.
Participation in numerous Appalachian Trail work trips; maker of signs for the Trail in
Maine.
A. D. Nutting, Forest Commissioner, State of Maine, Augusta, Maine.
Austin H. Wilkins, Deputy Forest Commissioner, State of Maine. Augusta, Maine.
Robert G. Hutton, Forest Supervisor, Maine Forest Service, Monson, Maine.
Elwyn E. Storey, Adelaide Storey, West Carry Pond Camps, North New Portland, Maine.
Perform numerous services in addition to Trail work; make regular and definite reports
on Trail matters.
We are proposing the election of these people to membership. Probably there will occur to you
the names of others who have helped during the past few years and whom we have inadvertently
overlooked. If you will tell us of these people, we will take the formal steps in connection with
their membership.
There is another very important aspect of the Club’s organization. The Constitution at present
provides for membership as follows:
’’The sole qualification for membership in the Maine Appalachian Trail Club, Incorporated, shall
consist in having rendered assistance of an outstanding character to the work on the Trail in
Maine. There shall be no dues assessed any member. Members shall be elected by a vote of a
majority of the officers (excluding the Honorary Vice-Presidents) and Executive Committee,
three of whom shall constitute a quorum."
This type of membership qualifications has made the organization distinctive but it necessarily
limits the membership. There are those who are interested in the project who cannot qualify
under the present Constitution. In order to carry out the plan of increased local activity, it will be
necessary to provide for an additional dues-paying type of membership. The former structure
will remain unchanged as to the present members.
Accordingly, it is proposed that the Constitution be amended as follows: Strike out Art. IV and
substitute:
"IV Membership
There shall be two classes of members, each of which shall have equal voting privileges,
to be known as Maintaining Members and as Annual Members. The sole qualification for
a Maintaining Member shall consist of having rendered assistance of an outstanding
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character to the work on The Appalachian Trail in Maine. No dues shall be assessed any
such member. The Annual Members shall be persons interested in the objectives of the
Club. Such members shall pay dues of $3.00 annually.
Members shall be elected by vote of a majority of the officers and Executive Committee,
three of whom shall constitute a quorum.”
Our letter of May 9 indicates certain structural changes would be desirable in the interests of a
more efficient organization. These will require changes in Art. III of the Constitution, and to
provide for vice-presidents, to eliminate the Honorary Vice-Presidents, and to state the length of
time for which officers are elected. The following amendment to the Constitution is therefore
proposed:
Strike out Art. III and substitute:
"III Officers
The officers of this Club shall consist of a President, an indefinite number of Vice-Presidents, a
Secretary, a Treasurer, an Overseer of Trails, and an Executive Committee of five in addition to
the other named officers.
The officers shall hold office for two years or until their successors are elected and qualified.
Vacancies in such offices in the intervals of meetings of the Club, as hereinafter provided, shall
be filled by a majority vote of the Executive Committee.
The President shall appoint such committees as may be necessary for the proper functioning of
the Club.”
If these amendments are approved by the officers and executive committee they will be
submitted to the membership for approval.
Our Constitution provides that officers may be elected by the Executive Committee, in the
intervals of meetings of the Club. This is Art. III of the Constitution. We think it preferable not
to treat the vacancies as now being filled in the interval between meetings but to take advantage
of the procedure in Art. V.
The present Secretary feels most definitely that the Secretary should be an individual with a State
of Maine address. While his interest still continues, he is not a candidate for the re-election of
this office. Therefore, to move matters along. Dr. J. F. Schairer, Major A. H. Jackman, Dr.
Shailer S. Philbrick, and Mr. Clair Sawtelle, will act as a Nominating Committee.
This Committee will draw up a slate and send it to all members of the Club.
Since the Club is incorporated, we are, you see, trying to handle things in a regular,
parliamentary and legal fashion. This type of corporation is not subject to any specific
requirements under Maine law, except its Constitution.
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To bring this procedure to a head, if you agree with us, it will be necessary to act on the form
attached.
May 16, 1949. Myron Avery to Howard Zahniser, the Wilderness Society.
Dear Mr, Zahniser:
I appreciate very much your courtesy and thoughtfulness in permitting me to see the preliminary
draft of your note on the Katahdin situation. I assume that Governor Baxter’s reply will play
down the situation and say that the good citizens of Maine can he trusted to observe his wishes as
to wilderness preservation.
I appreciate the difficulties in dealing with the topic and that you have in mind a specific strategy
and plan of approach and that this is only an introductory item. 1 suggest that it would have highlighted the basic problem (financial) to have quoted the Governor’s statement which appears in
the editorial of the Kennebec Journal of January 16th. This was:
“Apparently that is an attitude which is being somewhat modified. If the park is to be
available only to those who can hike miles, camp over night, and meet nature in the raw,
it is not going to win many converts to out-of-door life. ‘Maine has in Baxter State Park a
resource that should be developed as soon as possible to enable more and more people to
take advantage of this great area,’ Payne declared in his budget message.”
We shall send you soon an item by Senator Barnes of the Maine Senate which indicates that the
Governor’s practice of jamming those things through on the opening day has probably been
invoked for the last time. Due to the complex maneuvering on the Maine tax situation, sales tax
and income tax defeated, we do not know whether the $26,000 for Baxter Park development in
the budget or the Gates bill for the two new campgrounds were enacted in the closing session.
Dictated by Mr. Avery but transcribed in his absence and sent forward to avoid delay.
May 17, 1949. Hal Dyer to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Myron:
It will take a little time to check the large map; however I have made several notes on the
enclosed maps which may be of aid until the larger one gets returned.
I was in Augusta last week but was unable to see Nutting in regards to the Cable Bridge. He had
been rushed to the hospital that day with virus pneumonia.
All our bills went through and we did fairly well on our appropriations, $12,064 for ’49-’50 and
14,010 for ’50-’51. Considering that we are to put two new areas into operation, it leaves little
leeway. The development fund comes available Aug. 7. We hope to get a loan from the
Governor and Council so that work may be started at once in the Roaring Brook Area.
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May 20, 1949. Howard Zahniser, The Wilderness Society, to Hon. Percival P. Baxter.
Dear Governor Baxter:
Thank you kindly for your considerate reply of May 18 to my letter of the 12th and for your
return of the carbon copy of the news item prepared for THE LIVING WILDERNESS. In line
with your suggestion I am happy to add the following as a next-to-the-last paragraph:
“In a subsequent letter Governor Baxter pointed out also that airplanes are forbidden to
land within the boundaries of the park."
If you should desire extra copies of the issue of the magazine containing this article, we shall be
glad to have them sent to you.
I look forward with Increased eagerness to a visit at the park and with you.
May 21, 1949. Jean Stephenson to Mrs. E. W. Perham, Milo, Maine.
Dear Mrs. Perham:
I duly received your letter and certainly want to thank you for writing me right away about the
various points I asked about.
Yes, Miss Giller and I are also sorry that we will not be painting in your area this year for we
certainly enjoyed our stay at your camps last year. We are planning on coming back again before
too long. After all, trails need to be painted every two or three years!
I am sorry to hear that no beaver were caught, as I fear that before long they will completely
flood out the Trail to the north of East Chairback Pond.
We were greatly alarmed when we heard over the radio that there were forest fires to the north of
Brownville Junction and relieved when I got the Kennebec Journal and saw they were not in the
vicinity of Long Pond. It was bad enough, of course, but as I am not familiar with that area it did
not mean as much as it would had it been in our own area.
I am glad to hear that you are expecting a good season. We are hoping to get some work on the
trail all the way from the West Branch Penobscot to Monson. Miss Giller and I will paint from
Joe Mary to Third West Branch Ponds.
Remember me to Mr. Perham and to any others that are there that I may know. Mr. Hess often
refers to his visit at your camps in 1943. He and his wife just returned to Washington from a
year’s trip through the west.
May 21, 1949. Myron Avery to Roy Fairfield, Bates College.
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Dear Roy:
I am most appreciative of your thoughtfulness in writing me at such length about the B.O.C. trip.
I have read and re-read the letter to the extent that I think I could convince anyone that I was on
the trip.
I know what it means in the way of arrangements and planning — cars and all of that. I hope that
you would have felt free to have called on Bob, since he has the old car at Brunswick. He was at
Lewiston, running in the State meet. He was shut out in the quarter mile trial heats, as I read the
score and would not have been available for this trip, however.
I think that honors are divided equally between the Fairfields. The labor of that breakfast and
dinner was not inconsiderable and meant a great deal.
You join the majority when you reach the conclusion that the girls do a much more effective job
of paint blazing than the men do. It must be the artistic sense. It does require, however, some
instruction and each time you have a new group of workers.
I am enclosing a couple of copies of Publication No. 11. This is short enough so that all would
read it. Perhaps it would help you to have a supply on hand to give workers on each trip.
The taper on those shears does present a problem for the he-man workers. You see what I meant
when I said I thought you would find half a dozen too few. We are working on the problem of
getting stouter replacement handles and you will have the announcement when we are able to
make the arrangements.
I shall spend this Memorial Day with Clark, looking over Mt. Bigelow relocations.
Despite the sad experience of 1947, we are going to start a 3-man Trail crew in eastern Maine. I
plan to be at Third West Branch Pond to get them under way about June 20th. With all the
lessons learned from the 1947 fiasco, this may work out this year. And now, a word which is
perhaps not too welcome but is based on my years of Trail experience. I know that with the work
between Maine Highway 5 and Andover-B Hill Road last fall and with the thorough job on
Saddleback, you consider that those sections have been cared for. I don’t know just how you can
fit it in, but I am sure that you have very much in mind what we talked about before. Your mass
trip cares for most of your area, but there are some sections where summer work with a weeder is
absolutely indispensable. One area is through the brakes from Bemis Brook to Elephant
Mountain Lean-to. The second is, of course, from C Pond to Surplus Pond. Trips in May before
the briars are out just won’t meet these problems. While Saddleback was in good shape last fall,
since the A.M.C. will climb it I think it most important to have one party go over it to eliminate
the winter damage and do those things which make it appear as a trail that is currently kept up.
You undoubtedly have all this very much in mind but since you were talking about your future
plans, I thought it well to take the opportunity to say that I think your maintenance requires two
types of trips: the mass trip which puts everything in order, and then the summer weeder trip on
certain particular sections. The last is, I know, very much the problem. You will be, I am afraid,
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a little discouraged with nature’s comeback along Mountain Brook after all which you
accomplished last fall.
I am hoping that this year will see everything renovated in Maine. I am concentrating all my
Trail work there.
I can also say that you are not the first to pay tribute to Mrs. Clark’s ability as a trail clearer.
I shall look forward to further word from you.
cc: John W. Clark
May 25, 1949. Myron Avery to Hal Dyer, Baxter State Park.
Dear Hal:
At last we are sending to you the Master and Reserve sets of our Katahdin slide collection, so
that you may see all that we have in the way of kodachromes. You will recall in previous letters I
have mentioned my hope that you would find time to look it over for us.
I am also forwarding a copy of the lecture which will indicate our method of approach. We, of
course, do not follow this slavishly but you will see how we deal with the matter. First, we try to
give a general impression of the mountain from each side (the north side is missing); then, as
seems fitting, we take people to the mountain by the Trail route (over The Appalachian Trail).
After getting to the summit, we then utilize the other approaches.
Our sunsets are particularly good; however, three of them are at present in the Master
Appalachian Trail set, which is out for exhibition.
In addition to this collection, we have, of course, the old Katahdin collection of 4-lnch black and
whites, which may turn out to be more permanent than the Kodachromes.
When it comes to returning them, it would help us if you could send them back express prepaid
and send us a note as to the express charges which we will remit. Since there is no one at
Headquarters during the day, express collect packages cause considerable difficulty.
I will be very interested to have your comments on this collection. As you can Judge from the
difficulty in finding a time when it could be spared, the collection is in great demand.
Dictated by Mr. Avery but transcribed in his absence and sent forward to avoid delay.
May 26, 1949. Henry N. Woolman, President, Horse Shoe Trail Club, Inc., 132 St. George’s
Road, Ardmore, Penna., to H. A. Stevens, Asst. Mgr. Sales, Hardware Dept., Henry Disston
& Sons Company, Philadelphia 35, Pa.
Dear Mr. Stevens:
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We are receiving many complaints caused by the breaking of your 33" handles on the lopping
shears.
The enclosed letter from Mr. Avery is self- explanatory. It looks as though a great many
replacements will have to be made.
There is no doubt that we ordered your No. 4 lopping shears shown in your 1948-49 Garden Tool
Line Catalog.
Mr. Avery, having used your shears for many years, believed that the handles would be as strong
as those in the No, 1 shears which he formerly bought.
I will be glad to come over to see you and discuss the ways and means in correcting this fault in
the shears you made especially for us. Kindly give me a day or so notice.
COPY
May 31, 1949. Robert G. Hutton, Maine Forest Service, Greenville, Maine, to Myron Avery.
Dear Mr. Avery:
I returned to Greenville today and in my mail found letter of the 26th in which you state your
intention of giving up the idea of using college men on the Bigelow Trail job. I think this is a
wise decision after your experience of two years ago with the Bates College men.
At present I have working on our 10,000 Acre Tract burn a Forester who has been Chief of Party
of a woods survey crew for the past three years that I plan to put in charge of the work. The other
members of the trail crew are young fellows who know how to do woods work and are tough
enough to take mountain trail work. With this type of men I believe we can accomplish more
than with enthusiastic college men.
I tried to get in touch with you by phone at Storey’s West Carry Pond Camps. The operator told
us that their line was out of repair. I was sorry we could not contact each other.
The pruning shears, 6 pairs, came in last week.
As soon as the boys finish mopping up the fire they are now on, I intend to move them over on
Bigelow.
Copies made & sent
Mr. John W. Clark, Mr. Roy F. Fairfield, Miss Marion Park, Miss Jean Stephenson
June 1, 1949. Myron Avery to Roy Fairfield.
Dear Roy:
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In due course you will hear of my Memorial Day trip to Mt. Bigelow. I was very well pleased
with the results.
This is just a hasty note to indicate a way of getting your broken shears repaired without cost if
you are willing to incur the trouble of wrapping them up and sending them to the following
address:
H. A, Stevens,
Hardware department,
Disston & Sons,
Unruh and Milnar Streets,
Philadelphia 35, Penna,
Disston is skeptical. They want to see a broken pair. If you have any that are strained, you might
break them for good measure and send them along.
I am arranging for the repaired shears to be returned to you. Our campaign is to acquire sufficient
replacement handles to cope with the inevitable wreckage.
It will not need any letter, merely the sending forward of a broken pair.
{Sent July 19, 1949. Letter July 21, 1949.}
June 1, 1949. Jean Stephenson to Roy Fairfield.
Dear Mr. Fairfield:
I am trying to bring the addresses on my APPALACHIAN TRAILWAY NEWS mailing list up
to date. I have you on at “3 Bardwell House, Bates College, Lewiston, Maine”. However, I think
I have seen some correspondence between yourself and Mr. Avery that had a “Russell House”
address.
Please indicate below the correct address and mail this slip back to me.
[Response]

Mr. Roy P. Fairfield
23 Russell House
Bates College
Lewiston, Maine

June 3, 1949. Abbie S. Chadwick, West Branch Ponds Camps, Kokadjo, Maine, to Jean
Stephenson. [Hand-written]
Dear Miss Stephenson,
In answer to your letter of a while ago; have been very busy before, during and since Memorial,
but now have a chance to catch up on my correspondence.
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Will be glad to accommodate you and Miss Giller, on the date mentioned (that is, a more definite
date mentioned later).
Looking forward to seeing you later in the season.
June 4, 1949. Edmund Ware Smith, Shin Pond, Maine, to Myron Avery.
Dear Mr. Avery:
It was good to hear from you again-- and good news that your illness is a thing of the past.
I have seen Dr. Rogers several times, and always with a word about you. He is a fine man, and I
want to have a long-lumbering talk with him sometime. Thanks for your kind words on the
spring drive story.
The Eastern is pulling out of here this year--going to Dobsis Lake in Washington County--and
we'll miss them. With Chub Foster, present owner of Myrick's, working at Point of Pines in Shin
Pond, we're the only camp on this side of Grand Lake. It's a swell place to write.
Shin Pond is just our post office, and we're over twenty miles in the woods from there. Will you
send the Appalachia articles to me at Shin?
{Where did they go. Have sent a Katahdin but for loan or did we send one once—do not recall?}
Also, when I saw you in Washington, you were preparing a map of trails on our side of Grand
Lake and vicinity. I guess in the press of things you forgot to send me one. I'd love to have one,
if they're available.
Yes, we're doing the eastern mountain series. I wrote at once to Miss Stephenson, but the letters
went to the wrong address, and there was so much delay as a result that I had to resort to
emergency measures. I wrote the northern section myself--Katahdin and White Mountains and
thereabouts. As an old hutman and caretaker at Madison Huts and Lakes of the Clouds, I had a
certain perspective. Jack Durant has done the second. The third and fourth have been assigned to
Burgess Scott, Ford Times Roving Editor.
Joe Dodge and I are old friends, and Joe may get up to see us this summer. I hope you'll be able
to make it sometime, too. Let us know in advance. Traveler Mountain is directly across the lake
from our front porch— a wonderful view.
I am disappointed that we missed out on having you and Miss Stephenson expert our mountains
of the east, but I had to get the thing scheduled before I left Dearborn.
{Sent 6/16/49 to Shin Pond. Article on K. 19th Cent. Photo. Katahdin Bib.}
June 6, 1949. Myron Avery to Helon N. Taylor, Eustis, Maine.
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Dear Helon:
The best news which I have had for a long time was to learn when I was in the Mt. Bigelow
country over the Memorial Day holiday that you had come back to Eustis. I wish I had known it
earlier for I would certainly have arranged to have seen you. The Storeys told me, to my surprise,
that you were back with the Forest Service. After I came back to Washington, Frank Schairer
told me of the note which he had had from you reporting as to the status of relocation in at Mt.
Bigelow and indicating that you would help scout the relocation when it became necessary in
1950. [Due to the creation of Flagstaff Lake.]
You have been on our Trailway News mailing list and receiving the Guide Book supplements
and have been, I suppose, kept up to date as to trail developments in Maine. The Trail in western
Maine was never in as good a condition after you went to Guilford with the Fish and Game
Department. We are mighty glad that you are back in the area.
Now I will try to bring you to date as to how matters stand. Publication No. 5, which we are
sending, shows the trail assignments in western Maine. There have been quite a few changes.
John W. Clark (South Windham, Maine) who works for S. D. Warren Company, and who
believes in mechanized trail clearing, has done a great deal of work in western Maine. He
operates with two jeeps, a power saw and a trail mower, most ably assisted by Mrs. Clark and
two police dogs. He has taken over the area between Moxie Pond and Maine Highway #16.
Lawson Reeves of Dryden, Maine, has taken over your old section from Bigelow Village to
Orbeton Stream. Reeves has a deal with Fred Hutchins to help him get lumber into the Sugarloaf
Lean-to which was badly broken up by a fallen tree. Reports indicate that there is still a lot of
work to do on Sugarloaf but Reeves has promised to the improvement program this summer.
From Orbeton Stream to Saddleback Mountain a new comer, Mr. Bronson Griscom who has a
summer place below the trail crossing, is assuming maintenance of these seven miles for the first
time.
From the summit of Saddleback, the Bates Outing Club has been very active in the past year. It is
working under the direction of Professor Roy Fairfield, Bates College, Lewiston, and has
gradually gotten over the war damage. The problem is Mt. Bigelow. It is completely unassigned
and has no sponsor. In 1942 we cleared and repainted the entire area. We did a little work in
1945, particularly the Horns Ponds lean-tos. The Maine Appalachian Trail Conference [sic]
worked out arrangements with Supervisor [sic] Rendall whereby the Forest Service, under
contract, did work on Mt. Bigelow and in the fire area on Moxie Bald. No work was done in
1948. This year I had a meeting with Supervisor Hutton and Forest Commissioner Nutting and
arrangements were made that the Service would reclear Mt. Bigelow and positively have the
work done before August 1st when the Appalachian Mountain Club Camp comes in. The
problem is in the remarking. Mr. John W. Clark was going to do what he could in getting
Bigelow repainted. The paint on Bigelow is in very bad shape since it is about seven years old.
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I am afraid that your old trail, the Bigelow Range Trail, must be in very bad shape. I don’t think
it has been cleared or painted since your son Bill worked on it, which I think was about 1939.
We have almost felt that it will be necessary to mark it closed because of the probable difficulty
in traveling it.
As you will see from the matter sent you, we are reorganizing the Maine Appalachian Trail Club
and hope to develop more local interest in Maine.
This is how I got into the area. Clark has been interested in the effect of the dam on his section
which ends at Maine Highway #16. So, we thought we would come up and see the country. This
we did last weekend. We rode on over Dead River Valley, going down to the Fish Hatchery.
Then we fixed the trail crossing on the new gravel road. Clark cleared east and I went to Arnold
Point. We stayed that night with the Storeys who told us of your fire fighting adventures and that
you were back in the area. The fire had burned across the trail on Roundtop but it was a light
burn in that area. On Sunday, Clark and I put in the new post signs at the Ledge House and
painted three-fourths of a mile up Little Bigelow coming down by the old trail at the round barn.
We were very surprised to see that the hurricane damage had been eliminated and that the trail in
the hardwoods was not too bad. I was greatly disappointed to see the amount of down stuff in the
black growth. It is going to require a lot of clearing. We still lose a lot of elevation in coming
back into the old trail, but the woods where you spotted the route across the sag direct to Old
Man’s Head are in mighty bad condition. I wish when we make our relocation on Bigelow, we
could do something to avoid this terrible loss of elevation but at the same time have a not too
difficult route.
There is a supply of white, blue and brown paint (for blacking out blazes and cutting big ones
down to size) at Storeys. Also, there is a scraper there and brushes. We took out the excess tools
for use elsewhere. Since we have so much paint at Storeys--which we originally left at their
cottage in Dead River for repainting Bigelow, we think it better to use it up than to send in more.
If this is not convenient for you, let us know. We also have a cache with Supervisor Hutton
including pruning shears and weeders.
Clark and I talked about possible relocation routes. One thought was to skirt the edge of the
flowage and come back into the present trail. Another would be to skirt the flowage and have a
new route up Little Bigelow coming into the present route near the black growth. We were told
that there might be a dyke built which would simplify the problem. We, of course, came to the
conclusion that nothing could be done until the flowage fully developed and the situation was
then apparent. We are mighty glad to know that you are in the area and have in mind to scout out
and do what is required. I am suggesting to Clark that he let you know when he is next at
Bigelow so that you can become acquainted. With all of us watching the matter, this relocation
should not be too difficult.
I am enclosing a copy of a notice which I sent to all of the clubs in western Maine about the
Appalachian Mountain Club Camp. The Club has just announced that it is changing the location
of the camp to Stratton Brook which will mean that Mt. Bigelow will be climbed from the south
side.
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We are trying the scheme of a paid trail crew again. This year we hope it will succeed. We are
starting with the closed section at the Third West Branch Ponds and I expect to be in Greenville
on either the 18th, 19th or 20th and spend two or three days in getting the crew started. One of
the worst places is between Little Wilson and Blanchard. Two of the boys cannot get here until
the 18th; one arrives tomorrow. The problem of getting Mt. Bigelow repainted is going to give a
lot of difficulty. This fellow would like to see the country and we could use him for this
repainting if there was any way of providing his transportation and accommodations. As I saw
the area, that would be very difficult.
If you see any way of being able to put him on the trail commencing at Bigelow Village and
meeting the problem of his getting accommodations we could send him on to put in a week’s
painting and then meet us at Greenville on the 18th. The Club would pay the expense of his
accommodations. Since time is short, if you see any way of working this thing out, send me a
collect night letter to the address given below telling me where to send this fellow. The matter
means the difference between getting Bigelow repainted and nothing at all done in the area.
If we can get the Maine Appalachian Trail Club functioning and arouse more interest in the State,
we will be able to care for the problem of getting the trail once more in good shape. The war and
the speed-up on lumbering have made things in Maine pretty tough. You will probably see at
first hand what Mr. Hutton does in the way of trail clearing. If you are in touch with the crews, I
wish you would tell them to make wide cuts of the logs and not just take out a three foot section
so that one has to wind his way through. We judge that with your address at Eustis that you have
gotten all of the mail although it was marked for you at Megantic Camps.
This has been a long letter but it has been so many years since we have seen you that it takes a
good deal to bring everything up to date. It will be like old days to have you with us again on the
trail. I am sending copies of this letter to Jack Clark and Lawson Reeves so that they may know
of your position with the Forest Service. The Storeys tell us that you were too close to that fire
for comfort. We can’t risk trail workers in that way.
CC: Mr. J. W. Clark, Mr. J. F. Schairer, Mr. R. Fairfield, Mr. L. Reeves, Miss Park, Miss
Stephenson
June 7, 1949. J. F. Schairer, Chairman, Nominating Committee, to Major A. H. Jackman,
Dr. Shailer S. Philbrick, Mr. Clair Sawtelle.
Fellow Members of the Nominating Committee:
You, who know me, realize it is unusual when Frank Schairer gets around to writing letters. This
time he is up against a definite time limit.
I am deeply interested in seeing the Maine Appalachian Trail Club continue as a working
organization and I agree with Myron Avery and the other officers that now that the war is over it
is time to get the reorganization completed and the offices now vacant filled.
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I have just come back from a plane trip, in my capacity as consultant in the Navy Department,
from Point Barrow, and I am due to leave for Arizona by July 1, to be gone for two months.
Consequently, I want to get finished with my share of the reorganization work before I leave.
I have already said that I feel it very desirable to have someone with a Maine address as
Secretary, and while my interest will continue, I am bowing out as Secretary.
The only way that we can handle our job as Nominating Committee is by writing around and I
am starting the ball rolling. Here is my thought. I have talked over the offices with the M.A.T.C.
members in this area and by process of elimination we have come to these conclusions, which I
hereby pass on to you for your views.
President: As long as Walter Greene was alive, he deserved this office for all that he had done.
Now, the logical person, I think, (and the others here have agreed) is Myron Avery. His Maine
residence is well known and you will notice he constantly emphasizes his M.A.T.C. connection.
His interest in Maine will be a continuing one.
Supervisor of Trails: This is a very important job. All of us here think there is a decided
advantage in having someone in Maine in this position, to stimulate interest and increase
maintaining groups; also, to be there when emergencies arise. We are fortunate in having made
contact with someone who possesses these characteristics. John W. Clark, of Westbrook, is a
one-man Trail Club. I think he is the answer to this problem.
Treasurer: Marion Park has acted as Treasurer from the outset. The Conference sells the
M.A.T.C. literature and it is a great convenience in handling finances to have a Washington
person in this job. I say, let's make no change here.
Secretary: This is the one position where I am most uncertain. We all think the Secretary should
have a Maine address. There isn't much work involved, as all inquiries go to the Appalachian
Trail Conference. I haven't averaged more than half a dozen letters a year. Unless someone can
come up with a more likely suggestion, I would say that we write to Stanley B. Attwood, author
of The Length and Breadth of Maine, and ask him to take it. Attwood is connected with the
Lewiston Sun; he has been President of the Maine Alpine Club and a member from the
beginning of the M.A.T.C.
Vice President: We have dropped the plan of having Honorary Vice-Presidents, Assuming the
proposed Amendments to the Constitution are approved. Until the Club is expanded, I would
suggest that we might hold in reserve the filling of these offices. The other alternative would be
to select one now. Who would you suggest, who would be interested, active, and could be
depended upon to further the project?
Directors: There are five to be selected.
Helon Taylor, who put the Trail across Sugarloaf and Bigelow, has come back home
from the Megantic Club, and has just written me of his availability to help with the relocation
caused by the Ledge Falls Dam. We should continue him.
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Lawson Reeves. Here is a newcomer who is maintaining the Trail from Bigelow Village
to Orbeton Stream and I find has given during the past year half a dozen lectures on the Trail in
Maine. He represents new blood and new interest.
Prof. W. H. Sawyer, Jr., as Director of Bates Outing Club has recently relinquished his
duties to Roy Fairfield, who is taking on the new work most energetically. I would say that we
might elect both Fairfield and Sawyer.
For the fifth member, I would suggest the very well-known Superintendent of Acadia National
Park, Ben L. Hadley, who has seen a lot of the Trail in Maine.
Since Fairfield and Sawyer are from the same area, you may have a suggestion in lieu of one of
these. We do want to get individuals whose interest will continue and, until the membership list
is built up, our choice is somewhat restricted.
We feel that it is desirable that these Directors be working members who are on the ground in
Maine.
I am asking that you help me by writing immediately on receipt of this letter.
I will then check the polls and write to various proposed candidates and submit the list to the
Club membership before I leave on July 1st.
This is quite an assignment for one who prefers a fishing pole to a typewriter and if I am going to
get it done in time, I shall need your help.
June 8, 1949. Eugene M. McCarty, M.D., to Roy Fairfield, Faculty Advisor, Bates College
Outing Club, Lewiston, Maine.
Dear Mr. Fairfield:
In reply to your letter of June 2nd, I had not been informed of clambakes held in previous years.
Due to the dense under growth and the dryness of the brush, I have never permitted any fires
anywhere on my property. A carelessly discarded cigarette or match could result disastrously—I
know this from experience, for we have had two severe fires at Bailey’s from this very source.
As the students did not confine themselves to the beach but all through the woods, I do not feel
that it is being unfair to protect my property and also the property of my neighbors.
I hope you will not feet too disappointed about my refusal to permit any future clambakes on the
beach at Bailey Island.
June 8, 1949. Roy Fairfield to [?]
Dear Hank,
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Before you left the campus, Hank, I wanted to say just a word about your whole-hearted
participation in the BOC since I’ve had anything to do with it. Your unstinted efforts have not
been overlooked and I for one appreciate the many little and perhaps unspectacular things which
you have done to help the organization. I refer, of course, to the checking of Thorncrag, the
chopping of wood for same, the cleaning up of the equipment room (when, perhaps, nobody else
would do it), the organizing of the Poland Springs trip, etc., etc. I have not forgotten that you
have been among the first to volunteer for whatever job had to be done.
If I can ever give you a word of recommendation at any point, simply let me know. With kindest
wishes for success…
June 9, 1949.
TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN
This letter will introduce the following individuals who are working on The Appalachian Trail in
Maine under contract with the Maine Appalachian trail Club.
The members of the crew are:
James B. Swain,
James Rogers,
Roger Porter,

2004 Natchez Trace, Nashville, Tenn.
1437 Oregon Avenue, Steubenville, Ohio.
306 Wilson Place, Steubenville, Ohio.

Mr. Swain is a student at Vanderbilt University. Messrs. Rogers and Porter are entering Ohio
State university.
There are along the Trail in Maine certain items of equipment, paint, etc., which were left at
sporting camps from previous Maine Appalachian Trail Club work trips or sent to these camps.
This letter will constitute authority for the work crew to take from these supplies, left for Trail
use at the sporting camps, any equipment which they may require.
We shall greatly appreciate any assistance which you render to the crew and cooperation in
connection with their work.
Maine Appalachian Trail Club, Inc.,
By Myron H. Avery
Copy to
H. J. Dyer. The crew, which I hope will be a successful venture, is to re-clear from the Penobscot West
Branch to Katahdin Stream and to re-paint the existing blazes from Katahdin Stream to the
summit. They have been cautioned that this work must be performed with extreme
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meticulousness. I do not expect that they will arrive at Katahdin until mid-August. They have
been instructed to make contact with you and with Ranger Pittman on arrival.
I am going to West Branch Ponds to a start this work on June 19th and I wanted you to have
official word as to these activities.
{Any work as to the Bridge?} M.H.A.
June 9, 1949. Roy Fairfield to George Stewart.
Dear George,
As Faculty advisor for the BOC I’d like to express a word or two of final appreciation for the
excellent spirit of co-operation you have demonstrated since I’ve had anything to do with the
club. Your work on the Appalachian Trail, you battle last winter with the skating rink, your
handling of a thousand other details has all added up to an A1 piece of work.
If I can ever help with a word of recommendation, please do not hesitate to call on.
June 9, 1949. Lawson Reeves to Roy Fairfield [Hand-written]
Dear Mr. Fairfield,
The address that you asked for: Mr. Harold Fuller, Pres. Franklin Co. Fish and Game Assn.,
Oquossoc, Maine. When writing him, get in a plug for the camp site at the Houghton fire road.
I have just been informed that the chairman of the campsite committee is: Mr. Hayden Fairbanks,
Phillips, Maine. It might be a good idea for you to write to him. There are 7 or 8 on the
committee; they have not held a committee meeting as yet and all three sites are still being
considered.
I am organizing a work trip for Fri. evening June 17th to Sun. evening June 19th from Bigelow
Station to the top of Sugarloaf. I will go up Friday, leaving here about 5 PM and hike in to the
shelter (2 mi.) and camp there. We should get the 4.4 miles done and maybe have some time to
work on the shelter. I am still having difficulty getting the lumber and roofing paper hauled in to
repair the roof with. I will wait a few weeks longer before doing something about it myself. If
any of your group would care to go along on this trip, we would like to have them drop me a card
so that suitable arrangements can be made. I realize that most of your boys will be home by then.
I will make at least one work trip from Orbeton Stream to the top of Sugarloaf later.
June 11, 1949. Stanley B. Attwood, The Lewiston Daily Sun, Lewiston, Maine, to Myron
Avery.
Dear Myron:
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Sorry you have to wait until now to get needed information. I supposed the data had been
forwarded.
The M.A.C. officers: Elmer A. Shaw, 113 Field Ave., Auburn, Me., president; Mrs. Inez Pulsifer,
16 Drummond St,, Auburn, Me., secretary; Harlan L. Cole, 97 Winter St., Auburn, Me.,
treasurer; Oswald Sparsam, 25 Whitney St., Auburn, Me., vice-president; Stanley B. Attwood,
Box 165, Lewiston, Me., executive secretary.
Work accomplished this year at Baldpate and vicinity:
Trails to The Jail and Moose Cave, Grafton Notch highway, cleared and indicated by arrow on
road.
AT monogram on highway at Old Speck and Baldpate intersections repainted.
Sign at foot of Old Speck has been damaged. Somebody chiseled the word “Old” from “Old
Speck," and the word “Speck” from “Speck Pond," so they could have the two words "Old
Speck.”
Metal signpost and back of sign at Baldpate intersection painted.
New arrow at point where trail to Grafton Notch lean-to enters woods. Also, new trail cut to
lean-to through woods because old one has bad raspberry growth and is washed out. When
finished, arrow will be moved to new trail, only about 50 feet beyond present entrance point.
Sign painted to indicate water supply which, for those of experience, would be self-evident. The
Grafton Notch lean-to is in fine condition. Not too many boughs easily obtainable for beds.
Table Rock spur thoroughly cleared and blazes painted. Sign at intersection of AT moved to
more substantial tree and blue arrow painted on old one. Also an indicator for those bound
toward Grafton Notch highway.
Indicator sign installed at Table Rock showing short trail to point nearly under rock. Short trail
cleared.
New sign at Frye Brook intersection of East B Hill road.
Entire trail gone over and reported "passable" though there were one or two blowdowns that
could not be handled. Paint used until supply exhausted.
The blind spot, as usual, is west of the base of the West* Peak. Trees spotted so way is plain.
On the whole, I should judge, trail is in better than average condition. I wish I could climb,
myself, to give you first hand impression.
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Club meets next week. I have sent the president your letter, emphasizing what you said about
July clearance, and they will discuss another trip.
The black fly crop is excellent, due to early and wet Spring.
Some youngsters are getting interested and maybe the M.A.C. will do an increasingly good job.
If any other organization can do a better job, I believe the M.A.C. would gladly relinquish
responsibility.
If the AT has further requirements (to be made by letter to Shaw), perhaps I might keep them
stirred up if I can have a copy.
I understand Bates College has done well on its section. Too bad Bowdoin can't be interested.
Colby and Maine probably are too far away.
* East (?) - M.H.A.
June 13, 1949. Myron Avery to Howard M. Goff, Editor, A.M.C. Katahdin Guide, First
National Bank, Boston, Massachusetts. (DRAFT) {MATC Stationery} {Personal}
Dear Mr. Goff:
I have intended for quite some time, on my visits to Boston, to take you to lunch as indication
that I attribute to you a dual personality. One is as an individual and the other is as Editor of the
A.M.C. Katahdin Guide. All of the several breaches of good guidebook etiquette, apart from the
copyright matters, I had attributed to the Editor as the mouthpiece of the Club and not the
individual.
The statement in the Annual Register and your announcement in the Bulletin of the appearance
of the new edition of the A.M.C. Katahdin Guide indicate that I shall not have this pleasure prior
to seeing the new edition. I can, perhaps, express the hope that the points of objection and
duplication, which were the subject of our complaints, will have been eliminated from the new
edition and that it will be solely an A.M.C. product. This applies to the map material north of
Katahdin where, after the element of consent was so repeatedly emphasized, I took the hint and
withdrew it. I do not suppose that you will repeat the situation with the last edition, where a
guide was gratuitously sent to me as an unintended recognition of obligation.
This publication is most timely, for our own Katahdin Reprint is nearing exhaustion and it is
always a pleasure to know that your own publication is more recent and comprehensive than that
of a competitor. {Our new edition will thus as usual be the more recent.}
I recall that some of your good associates were very much aggrieved when we pointed out in
Trailway News the breach of the Fire Statutes of the Sovereign State of Maine. I would hardly
have expected those who prepare the Katahdin Guide to have continued this policy of sponsoring
the breach of laws of my good State in announcing the proposed taking of in by airplane supplies
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for the Traveler camp into South Branch Ponds. I am sure that the Editor of the A.M.C. Guide
must be aware of the regulations by the Baxter State Park Commission, precluding the landing of
planes in the Katahdin Park.
I shall trust that my appraisal of the forthcoming issue, which I shall duly order in the near future,
will indicate that it is an independent venture and that it will not pose for us any problems of any
corrective action.
I shall still count on taking the individual--not the Editor--to lunch one of these days in Boston.
{J.S. Any objections to this [?]? M.P. to write it; she has amended original.}
June 13, 1949. Myron Avery to John P. Vose, Bangor, Maine. (DRAFT) {Not sent.
Discussed orally with Vose at Bowdoin and Bangor.}
Dear John:
The footnote in the June, 1949, Appalachia turned back the clock for about a quarter of a century
to our association at Bowdoin.
Apart from my interest in The Appalachian Trail, I have checked Katahdin history rather
extensively. You have probably seen the items in the unfortunately now defunct “In the Maine
Woods" and "The Artists of Katahdin" and "Photographers at Katahdin" which appeared in
Appalachia.
We think there can be little new in the way of the records of a mountain which has so fascinating
a history as Katahdin, but your father’s item indicates that the thought that research will develop
nothing further is too often a fallacy.
I do think it was very unfortunate that the Editor could not have referred the Katahdin item to
somebody who could have fitted it into its proper background. The association with Dr.
Augustus Hamlin opens up a long story. He wrote extensively of his visits to Katahdin. Our
Katahdin Bibliography lists the following for Augustus Hamlin:
Routes to Ktaadn. Paper No. 1. The Trail via Wassatacook Stream, The Maine Sportsman,
vol. 2. no. 13, 1894, with map and sketch of Katahdin from Stacyville. The remaining
articles of this series do not appear. It is stated that ten miles above the ford of the East
Branch is the camp of a hunter, Israel Rober; six miles from the Rober camp are the old
logging huts known as City Camps. Eight miles farther up the stream is situated the
McLeod camp.
His map, which I have, of the routes up the Wassataquoik is a very interesting bit of Katahdin
trail history. Of course, the major connection was his brother, Dr. Charles Hamlin, for whom the
Hamlin Ridge Trail at Katahdin was named and whose model of Katahdin was at Harvard
University. Hamlin’s articles on the Katahdin country appeared In Appalachia and elsewhere,
make very delightful reading.
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The photographs were of interest because they approximate the Stoddar photographs, a set of
which is in the Bangor Public library.
Prof. Hamlin, prior to going to Harvard, was connected with Colby and there is a considerable
amount of history in that connection.
Bangor is always an ever-surprising depository of source materials. Your father’s trip would tie
in with a very much publicized aspect of the Katahdin history and I was sorry indeed to see that
this was not included in the editorial note which would have made the item of much greater
value.
I shall probably see you one of these days at some Bowdoin Reunion.
June 14, 1949. Elmer A. Shaw, President, Maine Alpine Club, 113 Field Avenue, Auburn,
Maine. To Myron Avery.
Dear Sir:
I am writing you as the new President of the Maine Alpine Club, in reply to your recent letter to
Stan Attwood. I shall have to apologize for not having written you before of our plans, like
others, I am not quite sure of my duties in my new office.
Perhaps I can make up in part now by telling you the news of what we have done instead of plans.
Because we have already in several work trips during May put the trail on Bald Pate in what we
consider passable condition; there is work still to be done on the Frye Brook side in the way of
building permanent bridges over the streams on the lower half of the trail. But the repairs we
have made we consider at least safe and passable. All the new signs have been put up and the
blazes repainted; blowdowns cut out; bushes cut.
I hope this answers your questions, and also that the A.M.C. will find it satisfactory on their trip
next August.
I think our Club will be able and will want to maintain this section, as the interest seems to be
keeping up, my Chairman of Trails, Percy Canham, has the time and interest to do this work. I
help what I can, as my work and my health permit. I hope our Club will be able to make the
Bigelow Trail hikes this fall, also Sugarloaf, a new trail to me. But we could not help on the
Bigelow trail main traverse, at least I do not think so.
Copy to Miss Park, Mr. Attwood, Mr. Stevens, Mr. Fairfield, Mr. J. W. Clark, Miss Stephenson
June 15, 1949. Hal Dyer, Baxter State Park, to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Myron,
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A few weeks back I received the ½ doz. lopping shears and have already put them to
considerable use.
I went over the slide collection and will ship it back very shortly to your “Custodian of Slides” in
accord with an enclosed note.
I made several notes regarding areas where I may have an opportunity to improve on the material.
Those sunset shots are outstanding. I have a few slides taken last season that would fit in, and I
may be able to get something on Katahdin from the North.
I was able to see the Forest Commissioner about a week ago regarding the Cable Bridge. He
indicated that the M.F.S. was unable to tackle the repair job because of costs, and he suggested
that rather than attempt to maintain such an elaborate bridge, that possibly a simple cable-car
crossing would be more desirable from all angles. A cable-car crossing would cost a great deal
less than repairing the present structure, and in the event of failure in the future, it would be
relatively inexpensive to replace. Considering the light use of the West Branch Crossing, it may
be the answer to the problem.
June 18, 1949. [? Jean Stephenson?] to “Mr. Fowler”.
Dear Mr. Fowler:
I do not know whether you remember me, but I feel that I know you, since I had the pleasure of
reading some of your letters to Mr. Avery and also of having the labels made, etc., for the
pictures you so kindly let us have. As you can imagine, I am deeply interested in the early history
of the Maine woods, and particularly of the Katahdin region.
Mr. Avery is now out of town, but just before he left we were discussing an item appearing in the
June issue of Appalachia, based on an account of a trip to Katahdin in 1894 written by Prescott H.
Vose. I had asked him who the “Bela Fowles” was and he did not know, but suggested it might
be a mis-print, or rather a mis-reading of the handwritten manuscript. Neither he nor I know of
any "Fowles" in that area at the time, while the Fowler family is, of course, well known!
As you may not have seen this item, under separate cover I am sending you a copy of the June
Appalachia. You will find the story on pp. 334-339.
Mr. Avery suggested that I might write you and ask if you could identify the “Bela Fowles”
referred to, as undoubtedly you would recognize him from the description.
We are always interested in these early accounts of trips to Katahdin, and like to identify those
taking part in them. We are trying to collect as many early pictures and descriptions of the region
as we can, and also all contemporaneous descriptions of trips in the area prior to 1926. I expect
you know that Mr. Avery is preparing his own extensive collections and all the other material we
can get for deposit in the Maine State Library, where it will be treated as a special collection and
preserved. My part is getting it ready for preservation and exhibit.
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I will appreciate it if you will let me know whether you recognize the gentleman referred to in
this article, and can tell me something of him. For your convenience I enclose an envelope with
my home Address.
June 19,1949. Helon Taylor, Eustis, Maine, to Myron Avery.
Dear Myron:
Thanks a million for your letter of the 6th. Sorry not to have answered before, but I am on the
busiest job I ever had in my life and do not get much time to myself. I have had a fire every day
for the last week and a half and it looks like we will continue to have them for some time if we
do not get some rain. That means I work from 12 to 20 hours a day and am on call the rest of the
time. I am glad to report that we have not lost any more fires since the one just before you were
up here that you mention in your letter.
Yes, I have been receiving the Trailway News and the supplements to the Guidebook. I had a
few days in Guilford last fall and worked on the Trail from Little Wilson about half way to
Monson. I found a bad blowdown near that first little pond and re-routed around it, but did not
have any paint, so it is not properly marked. However, I spotted it well so whoever works over
that section will find it. That section was in bad shape and needs reclearing from where I left off
and remarking all the way.
I will get some white paint from Storey's and in due time will re-route the Trail around the
flowage. It will not be too difficult and, as you say, I think it will be more scenic to follow the
edge of the flowage as much as possible. At first there was talk of a dyke but I am told by the
Chief Engineer that at the present level that the water will be that there will be no dyke. I have
cruised out the flowline and the Trail will cross the road (Route #16) about one half mile below
the Ledge House.
There was no place I could get your man put up at Bigelow Village and I did not see any way to
arrange for his transportation so I did not send you a night letter as you suggested. The only way
I know of for a man to do this work is to have his own transportation or camp out. It looks like I
will not have time for any outside work this summer. So far when we are not on a fire we are
working on our equipment getting ready for the next one. I can promise to do the re-location at
the Ledge House because it is on my district and if I do not get it done this summer I will do it
this fall after my work is finished for the Forestry Dept.
I think I just missed you around Memorial Day. I saw a car at the Lake House with the trunk
open and when I came back there were some new A.T. signs up. Sorry I missed you. It has been
a long oId war and a lot of water has gone over the dam since we traveled over old Sugar loaf.
Hope to see you before the summer is over.
cc: to John W. Clark, J. F. Schairer, Roy Fairfield, Lawson Reeves, Miss Stephenson, Miss
Marion Park
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June 20, 1949. Jean Stephenson to Librarian, Harvard University, Cambridge, Mass.
Gentlemen:
I am gathering information with respect to Katahdin in Maine and to those who visited it in early
years. Naturally, I am particularly interest in Prof. Charles E. Hamlin.
Within the past year I saw somewhere quite an account of the Hamlin family, and particularly
Charles E. Hamlin, but my note has been mislaid and I have been unable to locate the item.
It occurred to me that possibly, because of his long connection with Harvard, you would have
record of any good accounts of his life and his work, or anything that would furnish more
information on his journeys in the Katahdin region. In other words, I am looking for more than a
mere "bibliographical note" of his life.
If you can give me any suggestions as to where such items have appeared in print, or if not
printed, where the manuscripts are located, I will most deeply appreciate it.
June 20, 1949. M. Perham, Long Pond Camps, Brownville Junction, Maine, to Myron
Avery.
Dear Mr. Avery:
Should have written before but Earl has been away for quite a while and I wanted to see him
about the price.
Now he says as everything is so high, he just can’t do it less than $5.00 a day. Things are still
going up in Milo and the stores around here. Would like to have the boys come and will try and
help them all we can but we are really going behind now and can't possibly take them less than
$5.00.
Sorry I didn't hear the telephone the other day as it was out. It is O.K.. now. Have not seen the
new man yet but want to. Hope to hear from you soon.
cc: Miss Marion Park, Miss Jean Stephenson, James B. Swain
June 21, 1949. Max H. Sauter, Mt. Greylock Ski Club, to Miss Jean Stephenson, Editor.
Dear Miss Stephenson,
Receipt of my copy of the May Trailway News reminded me that I am to write you on the
revision of the mailing list.
Your idea of sending the Club copies to the officers direct is probably very welcome to 99% of
the class A members, which are hiking or trail clubs. However ours is the 1% exception: not only
change our officers every year, but they are also not interested in the A.T. activities as a rule.
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In my capacity as an unappointed perennial chairman of the Club's trail work I have given copies
of the Trailway News to members and others interested in the A.T. project and also to library
reading rooms in this region.
Under these somewhat peculiar circumstances, the status quo of your mailing list appears to me
about the best until conditions change. From past experience I can get along with 4 copies
instead 6.
If this arrangement is not to your satisfaction, please do not hesitate to contact me again.
{P.S. The Club copies (May) have not yet arrived.}
June 22, 1949. W. B. Getchell, Agent, Central Maine Power Company, Augusta, Maine, to
Myron Avery.
Dear Mr. Avery:
Year letter addressed to this Company at Augusta, Maine, in connection with the Appalachian
Trail location has been referred to the writer.
In order that you may have a complete picture of the new storage reservoir, I am enclosing a
print showing the outline of the new lake shaded in black together with other features.
An excellent new road has already been built from the point marked “A” on the plan (the
northwest corner of Jerusalem township [today a part of the town of Carrabassett Valley] to point
marked “B”. Another section between points marked “B” and “C”, with a steel bridge across
Dead River, is now under contract.
If there are any other features about which you care for information, kindly let me know and I
will make an effort to secure it. We wish to cooperate.
cc: John W. Clark, Helon W. Taylor, Lawson Reeves, Roy Fairfield, Jean Stephenson, Elroy M.
Storey
June 23, 1949. J. F. Schairer, Chairman, Nominating Committee, Maine Appalachian Trail
Cllub, to Roy Fairfield.
Dear Mr. Fairfield:
From literature recently sent out, you probably know that I, as retiring Secretary of the Maine
Appalachian Trail Club, am as my last official act functioning as Chairman of the Nominating
Committee.
The Committee feels that it is highly desirable to have Maine residents as Directors, and to select
for this office those members who have demonstrated their continuing interest in The
Appalachian Trail in Maine and who can stimulate interest and activity.
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My colleagues on the Nominating Committee, appreciating your qualifications in these respects,
have joined with me in asking if you will serve the Maine Appalachian Trail Club in the capacity
of Director.
We know of your past work and your present interest, and hope that you can find your way clear
to accept this assignment.
I leave Washington July 1 for two months work in the western states. Since we wish to have this
matter submitted to the membership before that time, I trust that we may have your favorable
answer in the very near future.
June 23, 1949. J. F. Schairer, Chairman, Nominating Committee, Maine Appalachian Trail
Club, to Lawson Reeves.
Dear Mr. Reeves:
From literature recently sent out, you probably know that I, as retiring Secretary of the Maine
Appalachian Trail Club, am as my last official act, functioning as Chairman of the Nominating
Committee.
The Committee feels that it is highly desirable to have Maine residents as Directors, and to select
for this office those members who have demonstrated their continuing interest in The
Appalachian Trail in Maine and who can stimulate interest and activity.
My colleagues on the Nominating Committee, appreciating your qualifications in these respects,
have joined with me in asking if you will serve the Maine Appalachian Trail Club in the capacity
of Director.
We know of your past work and your present interest, and hope that you can find your way clear
to accept this assignment.
I leave Washington July 1 for two months work in the western states. Since we wish to have this
matter submitted to the membership before that time, I trust that we may have your favorable
answer in the very near future.
June 23, 1949. J. F. Schairer, Chairman, Nominating Committee, Maine Appalachian Trail
Club, to W. H. Sawyer, Jr.
Dear Professor Sawyer:
From literature recently sent out, you probably know that I, as retiring Secretary of the Maine
Appalachian Trail Club, am as my last official act, functioning as Chairman of the Nominating
Committee.

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine – 1949 – Compiled by David Field – Page

56

The Committee feels that it is highly desirable to have Maine residents as Directors, and to select
for this office those members who have demonstrated their continuing interest in The
Appalachian Trail in Maine. While we feel there should be some changes, in order to bring in
new blood, we also feel that it is advantageous to retain in this office some of those members
who have been associated with the project for a long time and have a sound background of
knowledge of the Trail and of the Maine woods.
My colleagues on the Nominating Committee, appreciating your qualifications in these respects,
have joined with me in asking if you will serve the Maine Appalachian Trail Club in the capacity
of Director.
We know of your past work and your present interest, and hope that you can find your way clear
to accept this assignment.
I leave Washington July 1 for two months work in the western states. Since we wish to have this
matter submitted to the membership before that time, I trust that we may have your favorable
answer in the very near future.
June 23, 1949. J. F. Schairer, Chairman, Nominating Committee, Maine Appalachian Trail
Club, to John W. Clark.
Dear Mr. Clark:
From literature recently sent out, you probably know that I, as retiring Secretary of the Maine
Appalachian Trail Club, am as my last official act, functioning as Chairman of the Nominating
Committee.
Even as far as Washington, you have become in a short time a very marked individual as far as
trail work in Maine is concerned. You are what would be described in politics as the logical
choice for Supervisor (Overseer) of Trails.
We have felt the need for someone from Maine all the year who can stimulate interest and
activity, apart from your ability to deal with special problems. Our Committee has felt, and
Myron shares the view, that this office should be filled by someone on the ground, who knows
the Trail and the practical problems of Trail clearing.
Our Committee feels that Myron Avery should take the vacancy as President left by the death of
Walter D. Greene. We also feel that he should have all of the help possible in strengthening the
organization. Your assumption of the office of Overseer of Trails would be a long step in that
direction. My associates on the Nominating Committee and I hope that you will go along with us
on this point.
I leave Washington July 1 for two months work in the western states. Since we wish to have this
matter submitted to the membership before that time, I trust that we may have your favorable
answer in the very near future.
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June 23, 1949. J. F. Schairer, Chairman, Nominating Committee, Maine Appalachian Trail
Club, to Stanley B. Attwood.
From the literature recently sent out to members of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club, you will
have noticed that I, as retiring Secretary of the Club, am as my last official act, functioning as
Chairman of the Nominating Committee.
We feel that the Secretary of the Club should be a person with a Maine address and one who
knows the Trail route and Maine.
The burden of correspondence is surprisingly light. I have not received more than half a dozen
letters a year. The orders for literature and requests for information go to the Appalachian Trail
Conference in Washington, where they are handled in keeping with the procedures there set up.
Publicity matters are assigned to the Publicity Director, Miss Jean Stephenson, with whom I
think you have had much correspondence.
I know how much occupied you are and how much time you have devoted and are continuing to
devote to your book, The Length and Breadth of Maine. I want to point out, however, that the
way this organization functions is different from most clubs where the Secretary receives and
answers a great deal of mail. I do not think you would find it any undue burden.
My colleagues on the Nominating Committee, appreciating your particular qualifications, have
joined me in asking if you can serve the Maine Appalachian Trail Club in the capacity of
Secretary. I hope that you, as a very well-known Maine resident, can find your way clear to
accept this assignment.
You will be interested to know that the Committee is planning to present the name of John W.
Clark as Supervisor (Overseer) of Trails and Myron Avery as President, and to nominate as
Directors, Maine residents.
I leave Washington July 1 for two months' work in the western states. Since we wish to have this
matter submitted to the membership before that time, I trust that we may have your favorable
answer in the very near future.
June 23, 1949. J. F. Schairer, Chairman, Nominating Committee, Maine Appalachian Trail
Club, to Ben L. Hadley, Acadia National Park, Bar Harbor, Maine.
Dear Mr. Hadley:
From literature recently sent out to members of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club, you will have
noticed that I, as retiring Secretary of the Club, am as my last official act, functioning as
Chairman of the Nominating Committee.
The Committee feels that it is highly desirable to have Maine residents as Directors, and to select
for this office those who have a continuing interest in The Appalachian Trail.
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My colleagues on the Nominating Committee, appreciating your particular qualifications, join
with me in asking if you will serve the Maine Appalachian Trail Club in the capacity of Director.
You will be interested to know that the Committee is planning to present the name of Myron
Avery as President.
I leave Washington July 1 for two months work in the western states. Since we wish to have this
matter submitted to the membership before that time, I trust that we may have your favorable
answer in the very near future.
June 23, 1949. J. F. Schairer, Chairman, Nominating Committee, Maine Appalachian Trail
Club, to Helon N. Taylor, Eustis, Maine.
Dear Mr. Taylor:
From literature recently sent out, you probably know that I, as retiring Secretary of the Maine
Appalachian Trail Club, am as my last official act, functioning as Chairman of the Nominating
Committee.
The Committee feels that it is highly desirable to have Maine residents as Directors, and to select
for this office those members who have demonstrated their continuing interest in The
Appalachian Trail in Maine. While we feel there should be some changes, in order to bring in
new blood, we also feel that it is advantageous to retain in this office some of those members
who have been associated with the project for a long time and have a sound background of
knowledge of the Maine woods and of the route of the Trail.
My colleagues on the Nominating Committee, appreciating your qualifications in these respects,
have joined with me in asking if you will serve the Maine Appalachian Trail Club in the capacity
of Director.
We know of your past work and your present interest, and hope that you can find your way clear
to accept this assignment.
I leave Washington July 1 for two months work in the western states. Since we wish to have this
matter submitted to the membership before that time, I trust that we may have your favorable
answer in the very near future.
June 30, 1949. Bronson W. Griscom, Griscom Publications, Inc., The Place, Glen Cove,
N.Y. P.O. Box 471, to Myron Avery.
Dear Mr. Avery:
About two weeks ago I sent you a little report on my plans for the section of the Trail for which I
am responsible. In that letter 1 forgot to mention one important factor which you may, or may
not, know about. I understand that the Town of Redington has been purchased by the Kennebec
Lumber Company and that they plan to start lumber operations this year.
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I do not know how this will affect the Trail and I thought that I should get your advice about it. It
would seem to me that I personally should try to establish cordial relationship with the
appropriate executives of this company in order that no question will arise as to maintaining the
Trail through their property. However, it also occurs to me that your headquarters may have
some policy in these cases and that you also should contact this company and give me support in
this matter.
I do not think that these operations will affect my section of the Trail, due to the nature of the
terrain. In the portion of Redington through which it runs, as you know, it rises very steeply from
the Orbeton up to Poplar Ridge, and I am inclined to believe that they will not touch this part for
some time at least. I think it is more apt to affect the section from the Orbeton to Sugarloaf,
maintained by Mr. Reeves.
Nevertheless, this could affect me in one very important respect and that is my access to
Redington Pond via the old railroad track. I should feel very unhappy indeed If these people
were to block my access by jeep via the old railroad track after having spent so much time, effort
and money on developing this.
Any ideas or suggestions which you may have on this subject will be appreciated.
There is one other point which I should like to mention and that is regarding the Trail reports
contained in the May issue of the Trailway News. The information supplied to Mr. Frizzell was
based on my plans prior to receiving the request from your headquarters to have this section in
good shape by August first. I felt at the time that individuals unfamiliar with the woods should
not be encouraged to traverse this particular section until I had it in really good shape. I now
expect to have it in such shape by August first and we do not want to frighten away people who
might plan a trip over that section after that date.
CC: Mr. Lawson Reeves, Mr. John W. Clark, Prof. Roy F. Fairfield, Prof. Wm. H. Sawyer
Miss Stephenson, Miss Park

,

June 30, 1949. Robert Hutton, Maine Forest Service, Greenville, Maine, to Myron Avery.
Dear Mr. Avery:
You may be interested to learn that I started a three man crew the 28th on the Bigelow Trail job.
They are men who know the woods, good workers and I am in hopes they will do a good job.
They planned to work pretty well up the trail from the Ledge House, using that as their base, then
move on to the fire-warden’s camp later using the Lean-to at Horn's Pd.
Hardy estimated the job would take 20 days to do a good job.
Fires are still being reported in, our latest is one on the point this afternoon. After the flare-up,
which we expect over the Fourth, and things quiet down somewhat, I plan to look the Bigelow
job over.
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I trust you had a pleasant trip while in this section and that I may have the pleasure of seeing you
again this summer.
cc: John W. Clark, Helon N. Taylor, Roy Fairfield, Lawson Reeves, Miss Marion Park, Miss
Jean Stephenson
June 30, 1949. A. D. Nutting, Forest Commissioner, Augusta, Maine, to Myron Avery.
Office of the Judge Advocate General, Navy Department, Room 2327, Navy Building,
Washington 25, D. C.
Dear Mr. Avery:
Bob Hutton reported in a letter dated June 28 that he has just started three men on the
Appalachian Trail from the Ledge House, south. He states he believes they will be about 20 days
doing the job.
As I recall, you wanted to know when they did start. Possibly Bob has already notified you.
If you are in Augusta, stop in and see me.
cc: John W. Clark, Helon N. Taylor, Roy Fairfield, Lawson Reeves, Miss Marion Park, Miss
Jean Stephenson
June, 1949. Trail Reports
TRAIL REPORTS
Section 16
EAST CARRY POND TO MAINE HIGHWAY 16
North to South
Checked from Arnold Point to new gravel road. Paint blazes and A.T. markers at gravel road
crossing installed.
III. MILE MARKERS:
5, 6, 7, 8 and 9 (lean-to) located; markers 5, 6 & 7 are .1 m. too far south (assuming Arnold
Point as 4.2 m.). When section revised due to relocation at Ledge House will require entire
remeasuring to compensate for existing errors.
IV. TRAIL DATA - rewritten for changes for gravel road.
Measurements West
Carry Ponds Tote-road
0m – main camp, West Carry
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0.51m – brook crossing
0.63m – turn to boat landing
1.00m – A.T. leaves road
1.48m – G. W. spring
2.32m – Old campground
2.55m – gravel road
V. BOARD SIGNS:
All in good order. Clark to move sign on fir tree at lean-to to road crossing, obliterating reference
to lean-to. (Correction for sign list). Correct Arnold Point sign to .3 m.
VI. LEAN-TO; JEROME BROOK
One shingle in roof gone. Clark to install board Forest Service Campground sign. Sign on lean-to
O.K. Log felled across brook. Clark to cut remaining dead trees.
Latrine very good condition; lean-to 150 yds. east of gravel roads; not visible. Needs better
fireplace and replacement of shake. Cloth lean-to sign intact. Check to see if latrine and tin cans
signs in place (overlooked 5/49).
IX. EQUIPMENT AT WEST CARRY PONDS CAMPS (June 1949)
50 A.T. markers
100 galvanized nails
4 new paint brushes
2 scrapers (one not bored in handle)
8 qts. white paint (sent in Aug. 1945)
4 qts. blue (to be removed for use on Bigelow)
6 qts. gray (at least 1 can has leaked)
1 small paint carrier
2 weeders
1 pruning shears (Storey to insert handle)
(Remaining equipment on list of Oct. 5. 1946 removed for use in eastern Maine or by Clark)
TRAIL REPORTS
Section 17
MAINE HIGHWAY 16 TO BIGELOW VILLAGE
North to South
I. PAINT:
Repainted from edge of flowage, east of dyke, to ¾ m. up Little Bigelow from Ledge House.
(Some white blazes on Dead River route (1 at A.T.) not obliterated.)
III. MILE MARKERS:
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Observed Nos. 1, 2, 3 & 4; (5 in hardwood growth missing.)
V. BOARD SIGNS:
Nos. 217, 218, 219, 220, 221 (Eighth revision, sign list) installed. No. 217, 218 & 219 nailed to
hardened posts. No. 221 placed beside boulder to north of trail; wrongly described on Sign List.
Consider if spring sign needed at 1.9 m.
No. 222 missing; No. 223 broken by fall of tree; (2 pieces nailed back to tree) No. 224 nailed up
too far down road with old sign of same lettering.
All other Bigelow signs installed in September 1945; should be checked against sign list to see
what replacements needed due to weathering; signs at junction of A.T. & Dead River route (224two signs to be moved to proper place).
Copy to John W. Clark, South Windham, Maine
Undated letter from Mrs. L. Cole Guiney, Prop., Antlers Camps, to Myron Avery. [Handwritten]
Dear Mr. Avery,
I am sorry to tell you that due to ill health I have not been able to open Antlers this season.
We are in hopes to open next season, needless to say my son and I both miss being at camp very
much.
{Copy James Swain, Stephenson, Park}
July 2, 1949. J. H. Schoppe, Nahmakanta Lake Camps, Millinocket, Maine, to Myron
Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Sir:
Have your letter in connection with Trail workers this section during summer.
We are glad to hear that you are still interested in the trail and hope that in the near future
walkers on the trail will warrant our respect and cooperation which we are willing to offer to all
showing any indication that this section should continue to exist.
There are ways we would gladly reciprocate for trail club cooperation were it warranted.
However, in our rates, we find it quite necessary to charge one rate to all.
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There is a possibility that arrangements could be made with operator of Rainbow Lake Camps
for housekeeping cabin at Rainbow Dam in order that trail workers could cover distance from
here to head of Rainbow at a much more reasonable rate than we can offer.
Also trail from camp to foot of lake could be handled from the well known Nahmakanta Lean-to
or fishermens stop-over.
July 3, 1949. Seymour Smith, Watertown, Conn., to Jean Stephenson. [Hand-written]
Dear Jean:How are things in that ever busy city? Seems how the problems grow ever greater with solutions
never in site [sic]. We are now well into the summer season and our early drought is apparently
out to establish an all time record. We need much of that clear cool weather.
Late this winter and early spring enjoyed quite a lively bit of correspondence with Myron in
regard to the Conn. chapter AMC affiliation. Guess you know all about that. The result of the
campaign certainly came out well and while there has been no great increase in trail workers
many informal trips were planned with a corresponding improvement in trail condition.
I often do wonder just how well Myron is and if he is allowed to go out on the trails. In his
correspondence with me he does not mention any actual foot travel so I sort of wonder if his
physical activity is still limited.
Also have you heard of anything in regard to a Maine trip. Last fall Myron mentioned the
possibility of an informal limited number excursion in 1949. I told him I would be most
interested, but have not heard anything further. And I hesitate to write directly if his physical
activity in such matters is necessarily out.
Now, I’m not asking you to pry into his personal affairs as I’m sure you understand the way in
which I am interested.
As for what I can do this summer. Guess I will be reasonably active for awhile but with Bob’s
wedding planned for mid September, and then there are other personal matters which are
scheduled for about this same time perhaps extending into early October.
This seems to be all the matters I can plague you with. I imagine “the staff” is again swamped
with requests for information as a result of the recent Reader’s Digest article.
Best regards to all and a special to Marion!
P.S. The enclosed is for general purposes of the Conference. I’m sure you will know where to
place it to the best advantage.
July 4, 1949. Robert Hutton, Maine Forest Service, to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Mr. Avery:
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The Bigelow Trail clearing job seems to have struck a temporary snag. The three men engaged to
do the clearing decided to quit for reasons outlined in Charles Hardy’s report to me, which I am
enclosing. Evidently Trail conditions are much worse than we anticipated. Flying over much of
that high country to the west of Greenville this summer winter breakage of the conifers seems to
be [?] in that section and no doubt will offer considerable extra work on the Trail.
I am getting together another crew and will continue as before, meanwhile waiting to hear from
you.
Frankly, this type of work does not have too much appeal to local labor where Trail living
conditions are not the same as those faced in a more permanent camp.
I had considerable confidence in Hardy to put the job over as he has had years of experience of
woods living and like work on township lines.
July 4, 1949. Myron Avery to James B. Swain, Care of Yoke Pond Camps, Kokadjo, Maine.
Dear Jinmy:
I suppose that it has been due to slow mail delivery out of Camps but I had expected to have
some word as to the progress made on my return to Washington. Your original schedule called
for leaving Yoke Ponds on July 8th hut probably you have been delayed for at least one day. On
my return to Washington I found a letter advising me of a most important development, so 1 sent
to you the attached night letter. This night letter will serve to alert you to the fact that the letter of
instructions is on its way, as you might have heard of this development locally and may be
uncertain as to how to proceed. While you were to prepare for each section the formal reports, I
had expected you to send me hand-written letters to indicate your progress so that I could keep
informed as to matters.
The proprietor of Joe Mary Lake Camps has just written that, due to illness, her Camps are
closed. There is just the possibility that a caretaker might still be there so that you could have
access to any equipment, but you will have to proceed on the theory that whatever you require
and would have been obtained at Joe Mary will need be obtained from Yoke Pond. There is a
good supply at Yoke and, since we have authorized you to have Haynes pick up your equipment
at Crawford Dam and fly it in to Cooper Pond, there will be no difficulty in having sufficient
extra paint and tools carried the mile down the Trail from the Kokadjo road to the Dam.
This is a very unfortunate development. You can tap the Maine Appalachian Trail from Haynes
Camps, as the Guide book data indicates and could work the overgrown section where the Trail
detours from the tote-road along the Cooper Brook and return to Haynes Camps. I am enclosing
a letter which I have written to Haynes. You will have to pass up using the weeder in clearing the
Trail north of Antlers Camps and clearing and repainting the Potaywadjo side trail unless an
unusual opportunity offers itself. I did hope very much to have changed to blue the green color of
this Trail. The awkward part comes in working the area close to the Mahar Campground It will
mean a long walk through to Nahmakanta, and you are authorized to have Haynes transport the

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine – 1949 – Compiled by David Field – Page

65

packs by plane to Nahmakanta. This means using the planes for two jumps and walking through
from Middle Joe Mary. Although longer, it should not present too much of a problem. It would
mean that you could work back down the Nahmakanta tote-road from the foot of the lake. In fact,
it would not be too much of a job to cover practically all the four miles on the tote-road from the
bottom of the lake.
I am enclosing a copy of a letter which I have written to Mr. Haynes and, other than the
suggestions which I have made, we have to leave it to you to do as much as is possible to
overcome the effect of the closing of Antlers Camps.
Talk over the matter with Mr. Haynes and use his suggestions to get as much Trail cleared as
possible. Let me know in particular what you accomplish. The parents of these boys have not
authorized their riding in civilian planes and might object to it; this is apart from the expense
which you will have to keep down as much as possible, but we do want to try to cover as much
of the Trail as possible.
There is another aspect which I might just as well cover at this time. The Ohio boys have
indicated to me a desire to stop work early in August and Herbert's parents will come in by truck
to take him back. In view of the other developments, to which I referred, we will have work for
all except yourself end at Katahdin. They will be able to obtain transportation back to Greenville
and this will save the M.A.T.C. funds. The expense of this transportation, which is quite a factor
since other unforeseen developments, would involve a severe strain on Club finances.
After leaving West Branch Ponds I checked with two young men at Monson who had applied for
Trail work after the other applications came in. They are very experienced in the woods and,
since the work around Monson and Blanchard involved the necessity for local transportation
(these boys have an old car) it was most advantageous to use them. We worked two days with
them around Monson. These boys are clearing and remarking west from the Raytown town line,
(See Guide Book data. Barren - Chairback Section) west to Moxie Bald Mountain Pond.
In view of the expressions from the crew as to when they wished to stop work and the difficulties
which were encountered on the first two days, it seemed most advisable not to risk being able to
accomplish this work and, consequently, this crew of two from Monson has been working for
over a week. The Seaboard cleared up the lumber damage on Barren and we cared for the
repainting. Consequently, there would be left for you the section between White Cap Mountain
and the Raytown Line. It may be simpler and involve less expense if you were to come back with
the truck to Chadwick and go to Perham’s Long Pond Camps by climbing the mountain. You
could stay with the Warden and then paint down toward Pleasant River as far as you could go for
a day. You could come back from Perham’s to pick up any unfinished painting. The matter of
clearing on Barren-Chairbaek Range (no painting) as far west as the Raytown Line is something
which you would have to do to best advantage, single-handed. It would involve a week or so, I
will send you detailed instructions on this at later time,
There is also a possibility of some complications at Rainbow Lake, as to which I will have to
write you. These unforeseen situations make all the more important your sending me frequent
notes advising of your progress, etc.
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I enclose a copy of my letter to Mr. Haynes and of the letters which we have written with respect
to the change of address in order to avoid the return of mail. Probably any mail sent in care of
Antlers can be obtained by Mr. Haynes.
cc: in care of Mr. Haynes at Buckhorn Camps, Middle Joe Mary Lake, Millinocket, Maine.
{Copy Miss Park, Stephenson}
July 4, 1949. NIGHT LETTER – PREPAID. MYRON AVERY TO JAMES B. SWAIN,
CARE OF YOKE POND CAMPS, KOKADJO MAINE – VIA GREENVILLE, MAINE.
Awaiting letter report progress made STOP Have been advised Antlers Camps Joe Mary Lake
not operating STOP Have sent you care Yoke Pond with copy care Haynes Joe Mary Camps
complete letter instructions for substitute procedure using Haynes Camps as far as possible.
STOP Advising parents of work crew of changed address. STOP. Request frequent reports.
July 4, 1949. Myron Avery to Jasper Haynes, Buckhorn Camps, Middle Joe Mary Lake,
Millinocket, Maine.
Dear Mr. Haynes:
On my return to Washington after spending a week around West Branch Pond and on the BarrenChairback Range, in getting the Trail crew underway, I found your note saying that you would
make your Cooper Pond Camp available for the Trail crew. We very much appreciate your
cooperation in this respect.
A fourth person has Joined the Trail crew; he is Herbert Chadwick, son of the proprietor of the
West Branch Ponds Camps. I told Mr. Swain, who is in charge of the party, to take advantage of
your offer to fly the packs from Crawford Pond to Cooper Pond and to fly them on to
Nahmakanta as the Trail crew can work better without carrying these heavy loads. The
equipment which they have to have is quite a load of itself.
There has been a further development which has upset our plans considerably. We have just
learned that Antlers Camps on Lower Joe Mary Lake have not been operated this season. We had
had no earlier word to this effect. This means that it will be extremely difficult to work the area
of the Trail between Antlers and the foot of Nahmakanta. I have asked Mr. Swain to go over the
situation with you and to get the benefit of your advice as to the best way of salvaging the
situation. I had expected that he would spend three days at Antlers working between there and
the Mahar Campground and then work back down the Nahmakanta tote-road from the foot of the
lake after he reaches Nahmakanta Camps. I hope that you are not filled to capacity during the
next two weeks for if you are able to care for the Trail crew for three or four days at your main
Camps they might be able to salvage the situation to some extent and clear some of the area
although the Trail is less accessible than it would be from Antlers.
Our arrangements with the Sporting Camps directly along the Trail have been to the effect that
they would provide accommodations for these boys at the rate of $3.00 per day. (In addition, the
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Club pays them for their work.) It means a very expensive arrangement and, as you know,
previously we have handled the Trail clearing by volunteer parties who have paid full rates to the
Camps along the Appalachian Trail where they have stayed. Your camps are not on the
Appalachian Trail route and you do not receive the benefit from having a Trail in the vicinity of
your camp cleared through these activities and, hence, do not have the same interest as other
camps along the Trail. However, instead of your de luxe accommodations, I hope that you can
work out arrangements to provide accommodations for the time that the crew is there on a
reduced rate basis so that we can get something done in that vicinity.
When the crew leaves for Nahmakanta will you see that word goes to Mr. Schoppe so that he
will be sure to meet them at the foot of the lake. As you will fly their packs into Nahmakanta,
there will, of course, be no difficulty on this score.
At long range, it is kind of hard to deal with this problem and to make any effective suggestions
as to how to overcome the difficulty. I am sending a copy of this letter to Mr. Swain and when he
arrives he will go over the matter with you to see what can be worked out to care for the Trail
work in the vicinity of Joe Mary at a price range within the Club’s limitations.
Probably there is some mail addressed to these boys in care of Antlers. When your mail is called
for, would you request the post office to deliver to you any mail for the following:
James B. Swain
James Rogers
Roger Porter
Herbert Chadwick
We are telling their parents to send any mail to them in your care but we cannot be sure how long
they would be at your camp.
The bill for the accommodations of these boys and for the transportation of the packs at the rate
you quoted for the two trips will be paid by the treasurer of the Maine Appalachian Trail
Conference [sic] (Miss Marion Park, Conard Apartments, 13th and Eye Street, Washington,
D.C.). These boys do not have the money to meet these charges and the bill should go directly to
Miss Park when they leave your camps.
Mr. Swain is in charge of the work party and he will determine, after consultation with you, what
steps can be taken and we will reimburse you for whatever expense he authorizes.
I intend to come through after the Trail crew reaches Katahdin to check on Trail conditions and I
will stop with you overnight. I will, of course, let you know the exact time.
cc: Miss Park, Miss Stephenson, Copy by regular mail.
July 4, 1949. James B. Swain Report to Myron Avery on Trail Work. [Hand-written]
Section 8: H&W [Hollingsworth & Whitney] Road to White Cap Fire Tower
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I. Paint .Repainted 0 m. to 1.6 m. and from 2 mile marker to 3.85 m. Repainted blue-blazed trail
to firetower.
II. A.T. Markers.

Installed new markers to 3.85 m.

III. Mile Markers.
Repainted 2 and 3. Located former 1 and 2 mile markers of pre-war
vintage. Painted out the 2 mile marker. Failed to removed the 1 m. marker (which looks like a 7
instead of a 1!)
IV. Trail Data. All changes will henceforth be in pencil on enclosed data sheets.
V. Board Signs.
Removed “closed” signs at 1.6 m. and at Yoke Pond Camps. Sign on
H&W Road: “Chadwick’s Camps 2.2 m. is missing. All signs at 1.6 m. seem to have been
destroyed by bear.
VI. Condition of Trail. Ice storm debris removed on White Cap. From 0 m. to 1.6 m. re-opened,
with mowing at each end. Most of cross-logs and blow-downs removed. 0 m. to 3.85 m.
recommended for travel. Blue trail to Chadwick’s partly cleared.
VII. Needed Work.
1. Repainting from Chadwick’s Camps to 2 mile marker.
2. Further clearing of blue trail to Chadwick’s (alder thickets 200 yds. either way from dam.)
3. 0 m. to 1.6 m. Annual mowing of maple sprouts.
4. Relocation of 1 m. marker on A.T.
5. 0 m. to 1.6 m. should be repainted in 1950.
VIII. Equiment left at Chadwick’s:
1 weeder
2 used scrapers
2 qts. blue in cans
1 qt. blue in glass
2 1-ft. files
26 nails

4 canvas gloves
1 new scraper
6 ½ qts. white in cans
2 ½ qts. brown in cans
8 markers

cc: Miss Stephenson, Miss Giller (orig. + 3 carbons)
Report on Sec. 7 to follow immediately.
July 4, 1949. James B. Swain to Myron Avery. 7:30 P.M. [Hand-written note]
Dear Mr. Avery:
I have just telephoned to Antlers Camps because a hiker reported Antlers closed.
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Antlers is not open at all this year and will not be.
I am having Skillins give us several days’ supplies to be flown in to Cooper Pond by Mr. Haynes
with the intention of working out of Haynes’ Cooper Pond Camp as far as possible toward
Nahmakanta.
Rogers and Porter want their checks sent to Gen. Delivery, Millinocket, for they are leaving after
one more week.
July 4, 1949. Myron Avery to Mr. and Mrs. Chadwick, West Branch Ponds Camps,
Kokadjo, Maine.
Dear Mr. and Mrs. Chadwick:
1 am writing you a hasty letter to say that when I got hack to Washington I learned that the
Antlers Camps {formerly Potters) on lower Joe Mary Lake are not operating this season because
Mrs. Guiney is ill. I have written the boys about the change in plans and they will stay at Haynes
Buckhorn Camps, Middle Joe Mary Lake, Millinocket, Maine. Just how long they will be there 1
cannot say, hut I am sending this word around to avoid letters going to Antlers Camps and being
returned.
You had better not count on the boys being there after July 9th unless you learn they are behind
schedule. They may be there for several days but if the substitute plans do not work out they will
he going on to Nahmakanta Lake.
We certainly enjoyed our stay at West Branch Ponds and, while 1 have not heard from the crew,
I hope that they accomplished everything on the schedule and that the Trails at your camp are
now clear and open.
Miss Stephenson and Miss Giller are still planning to go through with the arrangements as to
which they have written you.
cc: Miss Stephenson (for Miss Rogers), Mr. James B. Swain
Copy also sent to Mr. Swain’s home address for use of Mr. Swain’s parents
July 5, 11949. Myron Avery to Hugh D. Chase, Unity, Maine.
Dear Mr. Chase:
Your letter of June 16, with respect to the Maine Guide Book, has been handed to me for reply as
editor of this Guide.
There is no page 329-330 la the revised Guide.
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We note that you purchased Guide No. 975. Your name is on the Conference list and you will,
therefore, automatically receive the supplements and be told when further payments are required
to continue your name on the list.
We note your inquiry about the Maine Appalachian Trail Club. Its mailing address is Augusta.
This Club will shortly get underway a campaign to increase its membership, and we will
communicate with you at that time. We are particularly anxious to obtain more members who
would like to maintain and work on the Trail in Maine. Mr. John W. Clark of South Windham,
Maine, who is connected with the S. D. Warren Paper Company at Westbrook, is caring for this
aspect of the Club’s program, and, if you art in a position where you would like to participate
entirely in the Club’s Trail maintenance, I suggest that you let Mr. Clark know.
I enclose the maps 3A and 3B which you may not have.
Enclosures: Maps 3A and 3B
cc: Mr. John W. Clark, Miss Sadie Giller
(Please note the error in the 1949 supplement. There is no page 329-330.)
July 5, 1949. Myron Avery to Everett S. Webster, Chief, Police Department, Lynnfield,
Massachusetts
Dear Mr. Webster:
Your letter of June 28, 1949 in connection with the Appalachian Trail in Maine has been referred
to me,
I note that you say you have been able to learn but little about the Trail. The literature sent to you
will indicate that there is available a 592-page Guide Book, which gives full data on the Trail in
Maine. We have at the present time a crew of two boys working west from Bodfish on the Trail.
1 have traveled the section from Blanchard west many times, but I do not place Hatch Falls.
t think you will find the Trail very much improved this fall and in a better condition for travel
than in past years.
We appreciate the expression of your interest.
Copy to: Mr. John W. Clark
July 5, 1949. Myron Avery to Mrs. L. C. Guiney, Antlers Camps, Lower Joe Mary Lake,
Millinocket, Maine (Copy sent to 1171 Boylston St., Boston, Mass.)
Dear Mrs. Guiney:
I was very much surprised and very sorry t learn that through illness your camps were not open. I
had not had any intimation of this situation and it is going to be difficult to make arrangements to
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care for the Trail work. The closing of your camps will also deprive Trail travelers of very much
needed accommodations.
I am wondering if there is a caretaker at the camps so that the crew could obtain any equipment.
I am enclosing an addressed envelope and, while I do not want to add to your burdens in your ill
condition, would you write me if there is a caretaker or anyone staying there? If you would also
let me know what arrangements you make for opening the camps it would be a great
convenience since we will have to make a statement as to the situation in the 1980 supplement of
the Maine Guide. I hope this will not be too much trouble and that you will be able to tell us of
any developments. You must have received the January Trailway News and the 1949 supplement
to the Maine Guide.
All of us hope that you will soon be recovered and the camps will he open again.
July 5, 1949. Jean Stephenson to Howard Zahniser, The Wilderness Society
Dear Mr. Zahniser:
Please note enclosures. I think Mr. Avery will call you and tell you what is back of all this. Or
you might call him. This may give you the forum to get on record publicly the item in The
Living Wilderness.
July 5, 1949. Jean Stephenson, Publicity Director, Maine Appalachian Trail Club, to
William B. Silsby, Secretary, Legislative Research Committee, Aurora, Maine.
Dear Mr. Silsby:
I have read with much interest the announcement that the Legislative Research Committee is to
make a study of the Baxter State Park situation.
The Maine Appalachian Trail Club is naturally very much interested in Katahdin. Much apace is
devoted to the Katahdin region in its publication, Guide To The Appalachian Trail in Maine.
This material has been reprinted in the booklet Katahdin, distributed by the Club. The Club has
also issued a Bibliography of Katahdin, which lists more titles than have appeared about any
other mountain in the country. Katahdin is, as you know, the northern terminus of The
Appalachian Trail, a footpath, extending from Maine to Georgia.
We are interested to know if your Committee expects to hold any hearings, and if so, whether
notices will be sent out of such hearings. If so, please add my nane to the list of those to be
notified. If you expect that any reports will be issued, I should also like to have them.
We have some data bearing on Katahdin problems which might be of assistance to the
Committee. In any case we would like to know of any steps being taken in connection with this
matter.
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I will therefore appreciate it if you will 1et me know when there is to be a hearing, if any, or
when the Committee will be giving consideration to the subject.
I will look forward with interest to hearing from you. For your convenience, I enclose a selfaddressed envelope.
July 6, 1949. Myron Avery to George T. Winter, Woodlands Department, St. Regis Paper
Company, Bucksport, Maine.
Dear George:
I am writing to say that I made the last week in June, my scheduled trip to the Barren-Chairback
Range to see the result of the 1949-50 operation. We have a trail crew working from West
Branch Ponds toward Katahdin and two boys from Monson working west from the BarrenChairback Range.
My trip was to get the crews underway and to see the results of the operation on Barren
Mountain. Before I went on to the Mountain I spoke by telephone with Mr. Mahoney and he told
me that three men had worked for two days and had reported that they had cleared out the brush
and had painted the Trail. They certainly did--without this it would have been impossible to have
found the route. I went over it all the way from Long Pond Stream to the Raytown town line. We
repainted, according to our standard A.T. fashion, from the town line out to the gravel road.
I am told that there will be no interference with the Appalachian Trail next year--and there
certainly could not be, for there is hardly anything left which was not cut. Since I am in another
line of business, I regret the loss of that magnificent spruce forest on Barren, there was nothing
like it in the State. The uncut section was about a mile extending over the top of Barren.
There is something about the Appalachian Trail which seems to be particularly fatal to it—that is
that it is always used as a hauling road. That happened around the Chairback Ponds as well as on
Barren. If the hauling road had not followed the Trail all the way, the future would be less dismal.
We are going to have a terrific task in maintenance when these roads start growing up with
Cherry and Birch. Of course, one gets splendid views from this scalped area, in fact, since the
trees are all gone, there is nothing but views. The St. Regis has come pretty close to making the
name “Barren” really appropriate for this Mountain.
There is still an uncut section, as you know, between Fourth and the Raytown line but I
understand that there are no present plans to cut in here. I hope that this information is accurate.
I did want to ask that you advise the St. Regis officials, as in the case of last year, that a very
thorough and complete job of elimination of lumbering damage was accomplished. It would have
been impossible to have gotten through the area unless the slash had been pulled out of the Trail
as completely as was done.
We put up signs for the campsite, approved by the Forest Service, at the crossing of Long Pond
and on the Point at Cloud Pond.
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Our latest trouble is the collapse of the Nesowadnehunk Cable Bridge which was put in by the
Patten CCC Camp. We are trying to get this restored.
I hope to see you during the summer it I can get over to Bucksport from Lubec.
cc:

Mr. Mahoney, St. Regis Paper Company, Monson, Maine
Mr. John W. Clark, South Windham, Maine

July 6, 1949. Myron Avery to O. A. Sawyer, Manager of Woodlands, Holingsworth &
Whitney Company, Waterville, Maine.
Dear Mr. Sawyer:
I refer to your letter to me of April 26th in reply to my inquiry of April 20th. I had written to
ascertain the extent to which the H. & W. lumbering operations had interfered with the
Appalachian Trail from the West Branch Ponds to the East Branch of Pleasant River. For your
ready reference, I enclose a copy of the map which was prepared and sent with year reply of
April 26th.
The section of the Trail had previously been closed by reason of the lumbering operations. I
spent a week at West Branch Pond Camps in June with the Trail crew working on that area. We
cleared, before I left, from the top of White Cap to the crossing of East Branch, and I would
assume that the crew has completed the work to Yoke Ponds. We were relieved to find the
interference was comparatively minor and corresponded exactly with the diagram. The major
difficulty was caused by the winter hauling road just east of your road to Camp No. 7. This
obliterated one-third some of the Appalachian Trail and it was absolutely impossible, by reason
of the pile of rocks and trees on the side of the hauling road, to pick up the Trail. We found it
only by coming west up Logan Brook.
From the nature of the operations we have concluded that there would be no future interference
between West Branch Ponds and the East Branch of Pleasant River. At any rate, the Trail in this
section has been thoroughly reopened and remarked and is available for travel.
I had hoped that this might prove to be the last restoration required in the area but, locally, I was
told of a development not reflected on the map, which could cause future interference. I was told
that the H&W intended to cut the spruce on White Cap through which the Trail climbs, west of
Camp No. 6, and that all of the spruce in this area would be cut off and that a gravel road would
be put through crossing the Trail. If this was more than one of the rumors which are so current, it
would make for material interference. Consequently, in addition to reporting what we have done
in the way of reopening the Trail, I wish to make inquiry as to whether the contemplated
operations will interfere with the Trail route on the north slope of White Cap so that we can
make arrangements accordingly.
I shall be greatly obliged if you would write me as to this aspect of the matter.
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In our Guide Book we refer to your new gravel road as the "West Branch Ponds Road”. Does the
Company have an official name for the road?
I note that a copy of your letter of April 26th was sent to Mr. E. 0. Kelso. I enclose a carbon of
this letter in the event that you wish to forward it to him for his information.
Enclosure:
Sketch of Overlay for Map No. 5.
Extra Copy for Mr. Kelso
July 6, 1949. Myron Avery to Miss Mildred L. Leach, Secretary, Adeawonda Camps, P. O.
Box 61, Wauregan, Connecticut.
Dear Miss Leach:
My absence from Washington, working on the Appalachian Trail in Maine, has delayed my reply
to your very interesting letter of June 20th.
I spent two days in the Mt. Bigelow area checking the situation with respect to the Appalachian
Trail. I was much interested to learn the situation with respect to the Spring Lake Camp. The
cutting of the timber and the devastation in the Dead River Valley is, indeed, depressing. This is
apart from the fire damage. I am sorry to think that the Dead River will soon be a thing of the
past. That was a beautiful, meandering river.
I do want to clarify the seeming misunderstanding as to the connection between Mr. Spicer's
activities and the Appalachian Trail Conference. The Appalachian Trail Conference, whose party
was in your camps in connection with Trail work on Mt. Bigelow, is entirely separate and
distinct from Mr. Spicer's group. His club is the Appalachian Trail [sic] Mountain Club of
Boston, and it does not have any connection with the Appalachian Trail in Maine, or share the
responsibility for its maintenance, except for twelve miles close to the New Hampshire line.
There are many clubs which have "Appalachian" in their name and one is easily led to think, as
you did, that they are one and the same organization.
This club has a good deal of manpower, and I would suggest that the practical approach to your
problem would be to suggest to Mr. Spicer that his group clear the Trail in return for the use
which you are permitting and the courtesies extended. That would not seem too much to ask by
way of reciprocity.
I may say that the Maine Forest Service is clearing the Trail along Mt. Bigelow under contract
with the Maine Appalachian Trail Club. There is a great deal of work to be done. One of our
maintaining groups, Mr. John W. Clark of Westbrook, Maine, is caring for the remarking of the
Trail on Mt. Bigelow. This work, as well as the clearing, will he accomplished during July.
Eventually, we shall have to re-locate the crossing at the Ledge House. Mr. Helon Taylor of the
Maine Appalachian Trail Club plans to mark this re-location during the coming fall. I might say
that Mr. Clark maintains the Trail from the Ledge House to the Kennebec River, which was
renovated last year.
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Mr. Spicer’s group apparently is making considerable use, as have former Appalachian Trail
Camps, of the Trail in Maine, but we have not received any communication from him. However,
outing groups are posted as to the activities of other clubs and, hence, we knew of the scheduled
plans. The announcement that the club's campsite has been changed to Stratton Brook from
Flagstaff might mean that the club will not go through with the original plan of using your trails.
I am afraid that Spring lake will be closed when I am next in the Bigelow region. We remember
our most pleasant visit at the camps and hope to repeat it in the near future.
As a matter of record, I should advise you that the Appalachian Trail Conference's address is
1916 Sunderland Place, Northwest, instead of 808 -17th Street as shown by your letter. My
address is that given below.
1 believe that the camps are on the Trailway News mailing list. On the chance that you may not
have received the Maine Guide 1949 Supplement, 1 enclose it herewith. I also enclose an extra
copy of this letter, which you are at liberty to send on to the Mr. Spicer with whom you are
apparently in correspondence, in the event that it facilitates matters for you.
I have thought that it would be of interest to you to be fully advised as to the Appalachian Trail
Conference and the Maine Appalachian Trail Club's activities in the Bigelow area and to know
of the distinction between these groups and the Appalachian Trail [sic] Mountain Club of Boston.
Very truly yours,
Myron H. Avery, Chairman
The Appalachian Trail Conference
4531 - 45th Street, N. W.
Washington 16, D.C.
Enclosures: 1949 Maine Supplement; Extra copy this letter
cc: Mr. John W. Clark, Mr. Helon N. Taylor
July 6, 1949. Myron Avery to W. B. Getchell, Agent, Central Maine Power Company,
Augusta, Maine.
Dear Mr. Getchell:
I wish to express our appreciation of your letter of 22 June 1949 in response to our letter,
addressed to the Central Maine Power Company, asking if you could outline, for use in
connection with our Guide to the Appalachian Trail in Maine, the situation which will develop as
a result of the Dam.
W« are most appreciative of your courtesy in preparing this most detailed and accurate overprinting on the U.S.G.S. map, which will be of so much assistance.
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The only other inquiry which we would have would he an approximation as to when it is
expected that the area around the Ledge House would he flooded since we wish to re-locate the
Appalachian Trail in that vicinity when the flooding occurs.
Again we wish to express our appreciation of the courtesy and effectiveness with which our
inquiry was dealt with.
{Copy John Clark}
July 6, 1949. Keith Skillin, Yoke Pond Camps Kokadjo, Maine to Myron Avery.
Dear Mr. Avery:
We are enclosing a statement for the amount incurred by the four fellows who were working on
the Appalachian Trail in this vicinity.
Last year when you wrote to us inquiring if we could take care of the crew, we stated that we
would meet the price of the other camps. We are not sure what arrangements were made with the
others in this matter but due to the increase in prices of groceries, etc, we feel that the amount we
are quoting is not too unreasonable.
The boys were given exactly the fare that the guests here at camp were provided. In fact the
lunches given the boys were increased due to the work they were doing.
1 am sorry that we didn’t receive your last letter in sufficient time to answer in regard to the
cache here at camp but we believe that Mr. Swain is sending a list of stores that were kept here
for their use.
I hope that the inclosed bill will meet with your approval and that we will have the pleasure of
seeing you again in the near future.
YOKE POND CAMPS
KOKADJO, MAINE
July 6 7 Days @ $5.00 per day
4 Persons
Transportation
Postage
Telephone call to Millinocket

$35.00
4
$140.00
15.00
.56
.94
$156.50

This bill was incurred by the Appalachian Trail work crew.
July 6, 1949. Work trip report by J. B. Swain. [Hand-written]
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Section 7: H&W Road to Yoke Ponds
I. Paint: Completely repainted.
II. A.T. Markers: Installed new markers and removed all old ones which were found.
III. Mile markers: Repainted 1, 2, 3, 6, 7, 8, 9. Couldn’t find 4 or 5.
IV. Trail Data: See enclosed data sheets.
V. Board Signs: Installed nos. 77, 79, 80, 81, 82. Found at Yoke only one of the two signs (#76)
for Little Boardman Side Trail. Did not install it. Found only one of these signs intact on the trail.
This sign is in fairly good condition.
VI. Condition of Trail: Removed obstructions between H&W Road and 3rd Pond. (Lumber
damage, for most part.) Took out several blow-downs in this area. Used haul road as change
from old Trail route for short distance. 8 mile marker to East Branch crossing clipped many
alders.
From East Branch crossing o within about 2.5 miles of Yoke Ponds there were a few swampy
places and open roads full of alders and maples. These were clipped with pruning shears. The 2
miles nearest Yoke Pond was mostly blow-downs, which were removed. Little clipping to do.
{Copy Miss Stephenson}
July 8, 1949. Myron Avery to H. A. Stevens, Assistant Manager, Sales, Hardware
Department, Henry Disston & Sons Co., Philadelphia 55, Pennsylvania.
Dear Mr. Stevens:
I am writing further in connection with a copy of my letter of 1 June 1949, addressed to Mr.
Henry H. Woolman, copy of which was sent to you. You had requested that there be sent to you
a broken pair of shears so that you could study the situation. We arranged with Mr. Fairfield of
Bates College to forward a pair, which I trust was duly received. This pair was to be returned to
Mr. Fairfield.
I have just returned from a week's work on the Appalachian Trail in Maine, where we had
available some of the former special length shears, which we had previously used, and some of
the new type. I am consequently having sent to you by express prepaid from Waterville, Maine, a
broken pair of the new type and one of the former design which finally succumbed after some
ten years of use. The rusted pair, which probably cannot be renovated, represents a broken pair
which was cached for some three years in the Maine woods. Its condition, I think, is something
of a tribute to the quality of the shears.
I would appreciate your having these returned with the renovation, which is possible, to me at the
address given below. A comparison of the two types will indicate the marked difference in
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strength and the fact that on extended trips the inability of the new type to stand any extensive
pressure makes its use hazardous. It was my intention, as I had written you, to obtain the former
type which has served so well over so many years.
I still have before me the problem of acquiring a stock of replacement handles. Comparison of
the two types will Indicate that the replacement handle should be of maximum strength and
avoid the taper and the “whipping” motion which is so characteristic of the new type. The new
type, of course, does have the advantage of lightness and ease of use and is very serviceable
where only one-day trips are involved. The difficulty lies, of course, in more remote areas, such
as Maine, where heavy material has to be cut and where a broken pair cannot be immediately
replaced.
We shall look forward to the advices of your company as to what can be done in the way of
stronger replacement handles. We also hope that you will find it possible to repair and keep in
circulation the former type for use in the special situations where they are indispensable.
Permit me to express again our appreciation of the courtesy of the Disston Company in their
efforts to solve these problems.
cc:

Mr. Henry N. Woolman, 132 St. Georges Road, Ardmore, Pennsylvania.
Mr. Roy Fairfield, Russell House, Bates College, Lewiston, Maine

July 8, 1949. Myron Avery to James B. Swain, c/o Mr. Jasper L. Haynes, Buckhorn Camps,
Middle Joe Mary Lake, Millinocket, Maine. AIR MAIL
Dear Jimmy:
I received at my house yesterday your handwritten airmail special delivery card of July 4th. It
suggests a lot of matters to he covered.
In the first place, you will remember my monition that for urgent correspondence a day is saved
in addressing the letter, marked personal, to me care of the Office of the Judge Advocate General,
Navy Department, Room 2327, Main Navy Building, Washington 25, D. C.
I had expected to have had some letters from you advising how you were coming along. I did not
expect that the communications from you would be limited to the brief Trail reports, such as that
for Section 7, which has also come to hand. Those are so abbreviated that they do not furnish
much information, for instance, as to why there was the gap in painting on White Cap. You can
send word frequently and we need to know how matters are going in order to advise you.
The day that your letter was written, I sent to you a night letter, suggesting the procedure to
follow due to the closing of Antlers Camps. I am afraid that you cannot accomplish very much
working on the A. T. out of Cooper Pond. At the moment, you will be only able to do a couple of
days' work apart from the side trail on Joe Mary. The Camp is small and the labor of cooking,
etc., will take up a good deal of time. I doubt if you will be able to progress very far toward
Nahmakanta from that base. I am waiting to hear what course of procedure you finally adopted
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and what progress you have made. Write me in detail as to what you accomplished beyond the
East Branch of Pleasant River.
Haynes may come up with some ideas which will enable you to do something in covering the
gap from Joe Mary to the foot of Nahmakanta Lake. I do not expect that you can work it all now.
I received the broken pair of shears. I am concerned over Antlers Camps being closed lest you
are out of tools.
Now 1 come to the matter of Rogers and Porter. I imagine that by the time this letter reaches you
that they will have probably finished unless they are waiting for more money to get home. Their
conduct in quitting the work at this time is a complete breach of the arrangements under which
they were employed. We would have been willing to have released them when the work been
done as far as Katahdin. If I had not relied on them and accepted them we could have used the
two boys who are working west from Monson and doing a first-class job. The employment
arrangements did not specify that any deduction would be made if the men did not finish the
work for there is nothing gained in keeping discontented individuals on the payroll. Miss Park
sent to you, care of Haynes, a check for the first two weeks' work. This was roughly $33.00 for
each boy. We have no intention of paying the balance until we have final word from you as to
the exact number of days worked and we are not going to make any advances or over-payments.
Miss Stephenson has acquainted Roger's sister with the developments, since he was employed on
the basis of her representations as to his reliability, etc. His sister is very much concerned with
what has happened and said she would write home to see if they have enough money to get home
on. As far as we are concerned, we are not keeping them on the payroll, any longer or adding to
our expense in any way through them. The expenses for getting out to Millinocket will be for
their own account. Probably by the time you get this letter you will have done all that is possible
from Cooper Pond. You are directed to take immediate steps to stop incurring any expense
through their retention after the situation develops so that we are not getting a full day's work
from each one of them. Since they have announced that they are leaving we are not taking them
beyond Joe Mary.
You said nothing about Herbert. I judge that he is still with you. Miss Park wrote you about the
charge for the truck to Yoke Ponds. Did you order this?
1 had thought that Herbert was trying to persuade his father to drive him around and we did not
expect to incur this expense.
The fact that there will be only you and Herbert will necessitate a change of arrangements. You
will stop all painting with reaching Antlers Camps, and will not repaint until you arrive at the
Penobscot West Branch. As far as your own schedule is concerned, you can go through with
spending the number of days previously allotted, clearing to the best advantage. Please
remember that you have to spread your work over a large area and the important thing is to have
all the Trail given the appearance of having had some work done, particularly in the obscure
sections, rather than trying to do some sections well and leaving gaps of bad areas. You are
going to have to modify your ideas of procedure to fit these conditions and to make the most
efficient use of your time possible.
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I am sorry to say that we are not receiving very much in the way of cooperation from
Nahmakanta or Rainbow and these people insist on full rates, which are higher than other camps.
We do not want to find ourselves stuck with additional charges. So, wherever you obtain any
service, have a specific understanding as to its cost. Further, when you leave, either send us a list
of the items where you have incurred expense or else have the Camp proprietor make out the bill
for you to send to Miss Park with your O.K.
When you have no other base of operations and cannot do effective work, you will move on to
Nahmakanta, requesting Mr. Schoppe to meet you at the foot of the lake, and be sure to tell him
how many are in your party. You will stay there for the number of days indicated.
I will send you later directions for Rainbow. My present plan is to pass up all the work between
Rainbow Dam and the head of the lake and have you concentrate as far as you can on the section
of the Trail from the head of the lake to the West Branch. The way matters have unfortunately
developed, camping equipment, except for carrying it, would be of considerable help. It may be
that when Haynes flies your packs to Nahmakanta he could leave them at the foot of the lake and
you could use the lean-to for working down the Nahmakanta Tote-road for a day before Mr.
Schoppe comes for you.
The crew out of Monson is making excellent progress and we are pleased that at least this aspect
of the matter has not run into any difficulty.
Once again, you should let me hear from you frequently so that I will know the situation and
what progress you are making.
You, of course, will tell Rogers and Porter exactly what we have written about the situation.
Even if they should change their minds because they are short of money we are not willing to
overlook the situation since their going on to Nahmakanta would only involve additional expense
for us.
Dictated by Mr. Avery but transcribed in his absence and sent forward to avoid delay.
Copy sent to Mr. Swain care of Nahmakanta Lake Camps Millinocket, Maine
cc: Miss Marlon Park, Miss Jean Stephenson
July 8, 1949. Myron Avery to Miss Elizabeth Ring, 193 Clark Street, Portland, Maine.
Dear Miss Ring:
I enclose a copy of a self-explanatory letter of this date to Mr. Felix Ranlett, together with a copy
of the letters to you from Mr. Palmer of December 27 and 28.
Perhaps 1 am “out of step" in the matter, but I had felt that the value of the Eckstorm papers
would be greatly enhanced by the availability of the Eckstorm bibliography. However, since the
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material had come to me through you, I was not at liberty to do other than suggest the possibility
of depositing copies of the letters, which I enclose, with the Eckstorm papers.
I am sure that you have in mind to let us know when to look for the appearance of the “magnum
opus”. I shall hope that we will be favored with reprints for record purposes.
Enclosures:

Copy ltrs from Mr. Palmer to Miss Ring dtd Dec. 27 and 28.
Copy our ltr to Mr. Ranlett this date

cc: Miss Jean Stephenson
July 8, 1949. James Swain, Haynes’ Buckhorn Camps, to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Mr. Avery:
We are now about 2 days ahead of your schedule, but may soon be somewhat behind. Rogers
and Porter are home-sick and plan to have Mr. Haynes fly them to Millinocket either Monday or
Tuesday, depending on when they receive their clothing from home and their first paychecks.
Last Saturday we completed work on Section 7, and July 4 and 5 we worked out of Yoke Ponds
toward Jo-Mary. The evening of the 5th, I received your telegram. By then I had already made
arrangements to leave the following morning, the 6th; and I had had to telephone Mr. Haynes to
pick up our packs and to buy food for 4 days at Cooper Pond. On the 6th we worked through the
remainder of the way from Yoke to the Joe Mary Mtn. side-trail. That evening Mr. Haynes
brought over your 2 letters of July 4, and we talked over the situation. He suggested that we work
out of Cooper one day, then move to Buckhorn camps on Middle Joe Mary, since most of the
food supply was not perishable.
At first, I thought the Jo-Mary Mt. Trail looked like a total loss, and that we had better let it go.
Therefore we worked yesterday from Cooper Pond Camps toward Antlers, and reached Antlers.
We found the weeders at Antlers and used them to mow the trail back to the Cooper Pond trail,
and canoed to camp. One night’s experience showed the impossibility of getting the crew to
work under such conditions. Thus we moved to Buckhorn Camps last night at dinnertime. (By
plane: total cost was $3.)
This morning we saved 5 miles walking by being carried to Cooper Pond Camp (total cost: $2)
to work on Jo-Mary Mtn., since we had saved time in clearing from Cooper Pond to Antlers
Camps. I am sorry to report that today’s operations did not make a noticeable dent in the mess on
Jo-Mary Mtn., and although we blazed the trail to about 2 or 2.5 m., the going is quite rough. I
would not recommend this trail for travel. However, the 0.7 m. to Cooper Pond Camp is now
cleared and blazed to alleviate trouble caused by the closing of Antlers Camps. A better
arrangement is to have Mr. Haynes leave a canoe at the foot of the Cooper Pond Trail (the trail
which turns left at 2.85 m. from Antlers Camps) and came to Cooper Pond Camp. Because the
sign at Cooper Pond Camp (#66, “Joe Mary Mtn. 3.5 m.”) is in good condition and the trail is not,
I am leaving the new sign #66 in Mr. Haynes care, to be installed when the trail is again open for
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travel. (You may want to talk to Mr. Haynes about an alternate route he knows of, to avoid the
lumber damage.)
This Sunday, I plan to clear and blue-blaze the trail from the A.T. to Haynes Buckhorn Camps,
by myself. Mr. Haynes is going to make a sign to place at the bridge at 1.8 m. from Antlers
camps:
←Buckhorn Camps
3 m., app.
(This trail includes the most beautiful 1 ½ miles that I have yet seen in Maine; it is along a low
hog-back, thru Norway Pine, with a constant view of Joe-Mary Mtn.)
Travelers from Nahmakanta Lake may be met by canoe at the Sand Beach on Lower Joe Mary
Lake, by advance arrangement with Mr. Haynes. We plan to use this method to do the work up
to the Nahmakanta Tote Road.
I wish to get report on Section 7 into mail, I omitted the Needed Work item which is as follows:
1. Install signs #78 (only one of these is stored at Skillin’s Camps, other is missing.)
2. Re-blaze and reclear Little Boardman Mtn. side-trail, with intensive clearing and painting
needed from 0.4 m. to summit, through scrub beech and weeds. Clearing is mostly pruning-shear
work; major cross-logs have been removed in 1949.
3. Standardize the blazing from 3.25 m., at East Branch, to Pete’s old cabin.
4. Locate and paint 4 and 5 mile markers.
5. Annual mowing and clipping in long grass and weeds and alders from about 2.25 m. to Pete’s
abandoned cabin.
6. As soon as possible, mow and clip with shears at Joe Guy’s old campground.
7. Between East Branch crossing and H&W Road, remove about 8 cross-logs.
Day before yesterday, the saw blade was snapped by a log which Herbert was butting out. We
got a new blade from Mr. Haynes and will have it added to the bill here.
I suppose you have received the shears which Porter broke near 3rd West Branch Pond. Mr.
Skillin was to made [sic] several old signs to you. I stored all except the shears and gallon can in
2 boxes at Yoke Pond Camps.
July 8, 1949. Myron Avery to F. H. Schoppe, Nahmakanta Lake Camps, Millinocket,
Maine.
Dear Mr. Schoppe:
I received your letter of July 2, in answer to my letter of June 9, on July 6. I had dictated a
second letter to you, thinking that the first letter must have miscarried.
I have been in the Maine Woods for a couple of weeks, spending time in getting the two crews
started. We had not learned that Joe Mary Lake Camps are not operating this year and that has
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caused additional complications. I suppose that my letter was delayed in getting in and that there
were no opportunities to send out mail. The information which you have given me would have
been of help in making our plans and arrangements. I am not sure that I understand the meaning
of your letter. I thought that you were told that it was my illness last year which kept me off the
Trail in Maine. Your saying that you hoped that walkers on the Trail in the future will warrant
your respect and cooperation leads me to wonder if some individuals may have not acted up to
the Trail etiquette. I have heard of no such instances and would want to learn of them so that we
could correct such matters as far as possible. It will help, too, if you would tell us the ways that
you have in mind in which you can reciprocate for Trail Club cooperation.
We had a very enjoyable visit at your Camps in 1947 and I felt that you understood the situation.
The Trail in Maine has been maintained through private work trips. These people, usually groups
of a dozen or more, pay full rates at sporting camps for the privilege of keeping clear trails, from
which the Camps certainly benefit. They do not ask for reduced rates. They take no fish.
They kill no game. Things are left, due to the Trail improvements, better than they were
previously. During some of the pre-war years, the Trail parties meant considerable revenue. I
know that in 1939 when the Conference was held at Katahdin, most of the revenue which
Nahmakanta got that year came through the Trail Club parties. Of course, you have built up an
Independent business of your own, but cleared trails for hunters to use are certainly an asset to
the Camps.
During the war years it was impossible, of course, to keep the long section of the Trail in Maine
in good condition. No one should appreciate better than an experienced woodsman like yourself
how difficult it is to catch up with 266 miles of trail in Maine once nature has taken over. This
year we made a special effort. We took the Club’s limited funds and put two crews in the field.
We have not wanted to publicize the Trail in Maine too much until it was all in good condition
like we left it around your Camps in 1947. We felt that the crews could accomplish this. The
Club has so much money. This was carefully parceled out and time allotted to each section. We
thought that the sporting camps, right on the Trail, would feel that they would gain by helping
with the rate situation, which would mean that the crews could work twice as long and clear
twice as much trail. Accordingly, we wrote all of the sporting camps on the basis of my letter of
June 9. I will say that the proprietor at Rainbow wrote saying that he would have to have full
rates. The other camp owners apparently felt that they had enough to gain in helping us spread
the money as far as possible and clear as many trails as could be cleared.
This is a long statement of the situation, but in view of my inability to understand the references
in your letter, I thought that I had better make the matter entirely clear.
Most camps have a guide's cabin (As I remember it, you have one), which we had expected to be
used for the crews. I appreciate what you say about using the Nahmakanta lean-to and the
Rainbow Camps. The flies are pretty tough for steady camping out for one not used to it. Further,
carrying in the supplies and cooking utensils takes a lot of effort. We had thought that too much
time would be required in trying to camp, hence, we gave up any such thought. There would be
the same problem, I think, in using the housekeeping camps at Rainbow Dam unless the
proprietor has supplies for sale. This I do not know.
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The matter has become of less importance since I think that only fifty per cent of the crew will
get through to Nahmakanta. This means only two of the boys. They will stay the allotted time
and do what they can in the way of clearing the A. T.
You probably know that the Nesoadnehnnuk Cable Bridge is down. So far we have been unable
to persuade the State authorities to repair or replace it, although the matter is under consideration.
This means a heavy expense to get set across the Penobscot West Branch. The hiker has to
employ a guide and with the guide's board, $15.00 is very quickly used up in getting across the
river. If this crossing is not replaced it may have a serious effect on trail travel and we will be
obliged to make other arrangements which could result in a gap in the Trail in Maine.
We would like to be clear on exactly what your rates are, so I would appreciate your using the
enclosed airmail addressed envelope to give me this Information. This would he the rate which
covers the two meals and the packed lunch.
I suppose that there would be nothing to prevent you from meeting the boys at the foot of the
lake and taking them down for work on the Trail for a couple of days. As I remember, you
charged a dollar a trip for this service.
I expect to come through, as I have written, later in the fall and this will give me an opportunity
to find out about the matters in your letter which I do not understand. What you consider is to
your best advantage in the way of helping to get as much trail work done as possible is, of course,
a matter of your own business. Miss Park (her address is Conard Apartments, 13th and Eye
Streets, Washington, D. C.) will send you a check in payment when you send her your bill. These
boys, of course, do not have money for payment.
You have probably thought that Map No. 4 would never appear. The delay has been due to the
draftsman, who has just about completed the work. It will be in two colors and a very high-class
job and a map which should be very much in demand. The cost is such that we will have to sell it
for about 50 cents but we have in mind to send you a framed copy to hang on your camp walls.
Going back to the matter of the Nesowadnehunk Cable Bridge, it may very well be that the Club
will have to take the initiative to find funds to get the cable bridge replaced. Even if our clearing
program had gone through 100 per cent, we could not have publicized this section of the Trail for
travel without explaining the difficulty in getting across the river.
{Miss Park and Miss Stephenson}
July 8, 1949. Myron Avery to Seymour Smith, Watertown, Connecticut.
Dear Seymour:
This is a letter which should have been written a long time ago.
Miss Stephenson did tell me of her note from you but, in justice, I want to say that I had on my
list to write you some time ago about the Maine situation. Incidentally, and I say this advisedly,
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my congratulations go to your future daughter-in-law. Tell Bob that Bob got his letter in track at
Bowdoin this year but is spending the summer at the School of Language at Colby. You can
draw your own conclusions.
Troubles enough!
The Nesowadnehunk Cable Bridge is down and I am dubious over our ability to induce the State
to repair it. As you know, we started the Trail crews again. Bob and I spent four days at West
Branch Ponds with the crew. There is one tangible benefit. We have really reopened the White
Cap-Yoke Ponds link and eliminated all of the lumber damage. That goes on the credit
side.
Two of the boys of the four-man crew are, I am afraid, through and 1 doubt if much will be
accomplished beyond Joe Mary. Antlers is closed. We also have two local boys working west
from Barren. They are from Monson and are quite promising. Bob and I spent two days with
them. In addition to the Trail work, we climbed White Cap, Boarstone, and Barren. As soon as
this crew finishes I intend to go back to Monson and spend about three days going over what
they have done.
The Fontana Conference was too much of an effort for even this year. I have a lot to do in
connection with repairs to our house at Lubec and we were not planning any Maine trip. Miss
Stephenson and Miss Giller are going to West Branch and Yoke in late August. It depends to
some extent upon what this crew accomplishes but I had in mind in about middle August to go to
West Branch Ponds and go through on the A. T. route. It does not offer too much but if your
mind turns toward traveling through that section and arriving at Katahdin, I would be delighted
beyond my power of expression to have your company. This is a rather indefinite proposal and
the plan would be flexible. Final decision would depend upon what occurs with the crew. I could
tell you, if you have any interest--when 1 decide to make the trip. Another year I hope to have
some of our friends in Maine in force.
There is a great deal to tell you. I was on Mt. Bigelow on Memorial Day. At the moment I am so
hard driven that I am not repeating the usual assurance that I mean to be in Connecticut one of
these days. However, I have said this so often that it is up to me to produce and, believe it or not,
in the not too distant future, you will see one Avery in Watertown.
I hope that my remissness in not telling you earlier of our Maine plans has not caused any
inconvenience.
July 8, 1949. Myron Avery to C. H. MacDonald, Big Houston Ponds, Inc., Brownville
Junction, Maine.
Dear Mr. MacDonald:
Your letter of June 30th has been referred to me as editor of the Appalachian Trail Guidebook
for Maine. You asked that we forward to you three maps covering the Barren-Chairback Range,
issued by the U. S. Geological Survey.
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We believe that what you have in mind is the U. S. Geological Survey Sebec Quadrangle, which
is obtainable from the Division of Distribution, U. 8. Geological Survey, Washington 25, D. C.,
at a cost of 20 cents each. This Quadrangle covers Big Houston Pond. The Appalachian Trail
Conference does not sell these maps which have to be ordered from the Survey.
We wrote to you, as you will recall, in July 1948 after you purchased the Camps and sent to you
a copy of the Maine Guidebook and of the contoured Barren-Chairback map. We suggested that
you would want to frame this and put it up in your Camps so that your guests could see it. While
we received no acknowledgment, we assume that the maps and the Guidebook duly arrived.
You will note from the publication that Appalachian Trailway News does not carry any
advertising.
It may be a matter of interest to you to know that all of the lumbering damage where the St.
Regis Paper Company operated in 1948-49 has been repaired and, while the magnificent growth
of timber has been cut off (except for a mile on the top of Barren), all of the lumbering damage
on the range has been repaired. It is not expected that future lumbering will interfere with the
Trail here. The Forest Service has approved a public campsite in the Chairback Columbus Gap
and at Cloud Ponds. The structures are to be marked by signs but no facilities other than a
fireplace will be constructed.
We would be glad to know if you are receiving the Appalachian Trailway News.
I think this covers your inquiries.
cc: Miss Jean Stephenson
July 9, 1949. Myron Avery to Robert Hutton. AIR MAIL (cc: Regular Mail)
Dear Mr. Hutton:
I received, last evening, your letter of July 4th.
The situation is discouraging. I am personally very sorry that you are experiencing so much
difficulty with this Mt. Bigelow project. Perhaps, however, anything which is not a fire, no
matter how troublesome, is a source of relief to a forest supervisor. This is certainly our year of
trouble. The Nesowadnehunk Cable Bridge went down during the winter; there is no feasible
way of getting across the West Branch except to hire a canoe and guide at Yorks. I have been
discussing the situation with Forest Commissioner Nutting, who asked me to write him in detail
as to its history, functions, etc.
There is little which I can say which will be of any help. I am, of course, in complete agreement
with your plan to try to assemble another crew and to continue as before. I can only hope that
you will be successful. I had thought that there could be no work which was more unpleasant or
difficult than fighting forest fires. With your crew hardened in by this experience, the selection
certainly seemed most promising. Perhaps professional trail clearing in the summer is to be
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written off as just too tough a job, although the Forest Service in the Southern Appalachians
seems to be able to function. When the Maine woodsmen quit, it removes a little of the stigma
from the Bates College fiasco.
I have this one suggestion. If you are able to get a crew to start immediately, I suggest that the
project will need to be watched to try to cover all of the trail, even if far from the desired
standard of clearing, before the money runs out, rather than doing well half of it and leaving the
other half undone.
I think It was a mistake for the men to try to camp on little Bigelow. No shelter, the flies, and
doing their own cooking, make it too tough. It is only one and a half hours' walk to the mid-point
from each end and with the comfort and rest of accommodations at the bottom, I think that they
might have stood the work better and that there would not have been not much real loss of time.
This would not apply so much to use of the Horn Ponds lean-tos or to use of the fire-warden's
cabin. My idea of working Little Bigelow from a base at the bottom may be worth giving thought
to.
I hope you can see the first portion of Little Bigelow from the Ledge House in order to appraise
the situation at first hand.
I would have been most dismayed at what Mr. Hardy had to say as to conditions if John W.
Clark and I had not covered Little Bigelow over Memorial Day. There is, of course, no hurricane
damage left. The CCC cleared that in 1936. We had an amateur Trail crew at the Ledge House in
1948 and mowed the Trail all the way to the fire tower that year. Then there was the Forest
Service contract work in 1948. There are a lot of spruce and fir tops broken by the ice storm.
Many of these can be thrown out. The growth of the sprouts is bad in the sag between Bigelow
and Little Bigelow but this is easily reached.
I am wondering if the three-man crew used the pruning shears for the small stuff and the weeder
for the sprouts and briars, as our amateur Trail crows do, and whether they would not make far
better progress with less exertion than trying to mow the Trail with a bush scythe. You have a
supply of pruning shears and weeders. I would strongly recommend that these tools be issued to
the replacement crew--if you are able to get one--for trial purposes. There is one trouble with the
new type of weeder. The handles are too slender and one cannot cut what the old type (used in
1946) would handle easily. Further, if one does not cut at an angle with a pruning shears, he is
liable to snap the handles. It is fatal to cut at right angles or to cut any deadwood.
If you can round up the heavy style pruning shears that were used in 1946, they will handle
anything which needs to be cut on the Trail.
It is unfortunate that we should have to try to have this work finished by August 1st so that the
Trail would be in shape for Appalachian Mountain Club use. If the work were done in September,
much of the strenuousness and unpleasantness would be eliminated since there would be less
heat and a lack of flies. This was when the work was done by the Forest Service last time and
there was no complaint then. The trouble with September work is that it does not got rid of the
growth and is not of any use for hiking purposes. If, by work in the fall, the logs and sprouts are
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eliminated so that the summer work merely consists of knocking down the bushes and new
sprouts, the whole mountain could be covered without too much labor. At the moment, we have
the real handicap of an accumulation of two years' work plus the ice storm damage. This makes
it doubly tough. We are trying all through the Trail to get it in shape so that the summer work
means only getting rid of the growth that comes up and obscures the route during the summer.
I am sending a copy of your letter, together with a copy of this letter, to John W. Clark, who is
going to repaint Mt. Bigelow, so that he may know the situation. He will go through with his
plans to do the repainting although, of course, the uncleared situation greatly handicaps his
remarking. I am also sending a copy of this latter to Helen Taylor. He pioneered the route across
Mt. Bigelow and Mt. Sugarloaf many years ago and has written that when his employment with
the Forest Service is over he is going to scout the re-location around the flowage.
I have written in great detail my thoughts in the matter. We hope you can find another crew but,
if that is unsuccessful at this time, the clearing in the fall may be possible where no progress can
he made in the summer. That will fall far short of what we needed but it will be some gain. I do
suggest, however, the necessity for making sure that any new crew spreads its work so as to
cover the mountain and not do work so intensively as to run out of money midway. (This is
perhaps a bridge which we may not cross.)
Turning to other activities, the two boys which we hired in Monson seem to be doing a real job.
Conditions between Little Wilson and Monson were awfully had. These boys are Richard Finley
and Milton Anderson of Monson. They have an old car, which is needed to reach the Trail in
these areas. As a result of the St. Regis operations, the name ”Barren” is really appropriate now.
That mountain has been scalped. The wreckage is almost as bad as in East Branch of Pleasant
River where all of the winter roads have been bull-dozed. There is only a mile of the former
magnificent coniferous forest left untouched on Barren. It is regrettable that it could not have
been left since there was nothing like it. The Monson boys are to go to Moxie Bald Pond. I think
they will stick and finish; they have the advantage of staying at home and being able to lay off if
needed.
I am coming back up there to check their work.
I know you have enough troubles without my asking whether the watchman on Moxie Bald has
been instructed to do his mowing from Bald Mountain Pond to Moxie Bald, which was included
in the contract work. I mention it since I will be going through the area, it will give us a chance
to check. The College “crew” is now as far north as Middle Joe Mary.
The closing of Antlers Camps cuts out accommodations and upsets this itinerary. I doubt if the
two boys from Ohio will last. They may have already followed the Bigelow crew. However,
Swain will stick it out and go to Katahdin, as you felt he would. He has with him the son of the
proprietor of West Branch Ponds Camps, so that supplies a safety factor. There is the very
definite gain--in that we have been able to open up again from White Cap to Yoke Ponds, which
was a closed section. So, if nothing more is accomplished, the reopening of that link is a definite
gain. Unless we solve the matter of crossing the Nesowadnehunk Cable Bridge, there will be
little travel north of the Joe Mary Lakes chain.
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I will look forward with much interest to hearing what you are able to develop.
cc: Mr. John W. Clark, Mr. Helon N. Taylor, Miss Jean Stephenson, Miss Marion Park
July 9, 1949. Myron Avery to John W. Clark and Helon N. Taylor.
Note for Mr. Clark and Mr. Taylor:
This is a disappointment for Mr. Hutton had high hopes that this crew would produce. It raises
the question of what to do if he does not obtain a substitute crew. I assume that the situation will
not change Mr. Clark’s plan of marking Mt. Bigelow. If the substitute crew is not obtained, my
idea would be to have posted at Bigelow Village, Stratton Brook, Ledge House and The Parsons
Trail a typed notice to the effect that the Trail has been repainted but will not be recleared until
September and is very much overgrown and that use of The Parsons Trail for reaching the
lookout tower is recommended.
Mr. Clark could write the Appalachian Mountain Club to notify its summer camp accordingly. I
will keep both of you informed as to what I hear from Mr. Hutton but, as your plans would be
controlled by what Mr. Clark is able to do, I am asking if he will take the responsibility of
working out with Helon Taylor the matter of signs to be posted at the places where people would
hit this Trail. This would meet our responsibility and avoid justifiable complaint on the score that
people could expect that the Trail had been cleared. I will appreciate Mr. Clark’s confirming to
me that he will assume responsibility for posting the area. Since he will need to tie in the signs
with notice to the Appalachian Mountain Club, the letter should be addressed to Adelaide
Meserve, Executive Secretary, Appalachian Mountain Club, 5 Joy Street, Boston, Massachusetts,
and ask her to notify the August Camp of the situation. Mr. Clark could enclose additional copies
of his letter to be forwarded to the Camp.
Because of the possibility of my being away and not knowing of developments, I will greatly
appreciate Mr. Clark's advising that he will take the responsibility with respect to giving and
posting any notice of Trail conditions on Bigelow that may be required. M. H. A,
cc: Miss Jean Stephenson, Miss Marion Park
July 9, 1949. Myron Avery to James B. Swain, c/o Nahmakanta Lake Camps, Millinocket,
Maine. LETTER NO. 3.
Dear Jimmy:
In order that you may know that you are receiving all of my letters, 1 am adopting the practice of
numbering them. I sent to you on July 8 a letter containing detailed instruction. The original went
to Buckhorn Camps and a carbon to you at Nahmakanta Lake Camps.
I received last night your handwritten sheet for the Trail report on Section 7, together with the
Trail data. 1 will make all of the necessary corrections on the Section that I covered. I am
incorporating these corrections for the area which I did net see.
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Since I have no personal knowledge of your activities, it is going to be necessary to prepare these
reports in more detail in order to make them sufficiently intelligible for future use.
What I wish is to have you outline briefly on a separate sheet for each day the area worked. This
will enable me to appraise the situation much better.
Your comments on the Trail data and your report leave us in doubt as to whether any clearing
was done on Little Boardman.
We, of course, need to have from you a statement ae to the days worked, so that the pay accounts
can be adjusted accordingly.
Mr. Schoppe suggested the possible use of the housekeeping camp at Rainbow Dam for working
in that area. This involves the problem of getting in food, etc., and I doubt if there is any means
of meeting that problem.
By reason of the insistence of the Rainbow Lake Camp proprietor on payment of full rates, we
are going to have to revise our arrangements in that connection. I intend to send you further
instructions but for the moment you would confine your work to the area from the head of the
lake to the West Branch and leave to him to clear out his trail along the shore of the lake, which
is in very bad condition. If some economical arrangement, such as use of the camps at the Dam
can be worked out, I would have no objection to your putting in the time formerly planned
around the lake but we cannot afford to clear from the Dam to the river and pay his full rates. If
you are faced with any decision before you have more instructions, this would be your guiding
principle. That is, to work from the head of the lake toward the river if we are being charged full
rates.
1 have already written to you about making inquiry as to any service rendered so that we may
know the cost.
At your first opportunity, please sit down and write out a brief day-to-day itinerary of the area
covered.
It is going to be very important for you to let Mrs. Earl York, Daicey Pond Camps, Millinocket,
Maine, know as much in advance as possible as to when you expect to get there. Also to let her
know whether Herbert is with you. I have told her that there would be no more than two. She is
very much concerned over her space situation. This is apart from the fact that you have to make
definite arrangements for getting ferried across the West Branch.
Copy sent to: Buckhorn Camps Millinocket, MaineJuly 9, 1949
July 9, 1949. Myron Avery to Mrs. Earl York, Twin Pine Camps, Daicey Pond.
Dear Mrs. York:
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I found your letter of June 19th on my return from Maine. We have accomplished something, at
any rate, with the Trail crew. The link between White Cap Mountain and Yoke Ponds, which
was closed by reason of the H&W lumbering operations has been reopened and thoroughly
recleared and remarked.
You have probably heard that Antlers (formerly Potter's) Camps on Lower Joe Mary are closed
due to Mrs. Guiney’s illness.
We have up with the State authorities the matter of the replacement of the Cable Bridge or
putting in some substitute method of crossing the West Branch. I do not expect that any results
will be manifested until next year. It is certainly a shame that we could not have caught this
when the difficulty first arose, for I think that the extensive damage could have been checked at
that time. I agree with what you say about the danger when the logs are running and the hazard to
an inexperienced person. I am wondering if you have had many calls to set people across and, we
would like to know the charge in this connection. I am enclosing an addressed envelope and I
would appreciate it if you would drop me a note as to what the situation is.
Coming back to the question of the Trail crew. This may not work out to be much of a problem.
They are now at Middle Joe Mary Lake but I understand that the two boys from Ohio have had
enough of the Maine woods and are pulling out. This leaves Mr. Swain, who will finish the
project, and young Chadwick, the son of the proprietor of West Branch Ponds Camp—if he stays.
We appreciate your willingness to help us spread our funds as far as possible in caring for those
boys at the low rate. However, as there will be no more than two, I think the problem will have
less complications. We certainly did not expect you to hold out a cabin for them and I had
thought (perhaps I am wrong) that you had bunks in a guide's camp which you would have them
use. As far as time of arrival is concerned, I cannot say much more than I first said. Swain will
have to advise you in order to get set across the River and I am telling him to keep you posted,
particularly aa to whether he will he alone or whether Chadwick will he along. If our funds
stretch themselves out sufficiently, we shall try to reciprocate your help by paying more than the
figure mentioned. We are not receiving much cooperation from the Camps to the south, who
have more to gain in getting the Trail cleared than anyone else. Perhaps I should not have written
at all until the matter became very definite because these plans do not always materialize, but I
wanted to give you as such advance notice as possible. I hope that this will not be too indefinite
but we will leave it on the basis that you will not turn away any business for them but, when they
arrive, do what you can for them. If you are absolutely filled and there is no space whatever, they
could go to Katahdin Stream since they have sleeping bags. {Mailed to themselves at your
camps.} They could, however, do much more if they could stay at your Camps for the period
indicated and I am hoping that the matter will work out without any undue difficulty. I am
particularly anxious that you not experience any loss, for I have not been overly happy with the
Naval officer and his British wife, whom I sent there some time ago. I should have known how
much importance the British attach to the warm baths.
I hope that this letter will make the situation easier for you to handle
cc: Miss Marion Park, Treasurer, A.T.C., Conard Apts., 1228 Eye Street, N.W., Washington,
D.C
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July 11, 1949. Myron Avery to Lawson Reeves.
Dear Lawson:
I duly received your handwritten letter, telling me of the developments at Mt. Sugarloaf. I
appreciate your writing me, as you always do, at length to keep me fully informed. I share your
feeling with respect to the inability to obtain any action from Fred Hutchins. Now that Helon
Taylor has returned to the area, he may be able to make progress for you. I suggest that when
you next go to the area that you write him and try to make a personal contact. I think you know
that he is going to re-locate around the flowage at the Ledge House.
I am enclosing for you copies of letters from Bronson Griscom, dated 17 and 30 June,
respectively, and a copy of my reply. I am going to have to check the boundaries of the town of
Redington to see how much of the Trail may be affected. It seems as if there is no end to these
complications.
I passed on to Miss Stephenson the shelter register entries. The Appalachian Mountain Club trip
should increase the number this year. I assume that the cylinder has a fresh notebook, etc.
My letter to Griscom as well as other copies which I have sent you, will serve to keep you posted
as to what is going on in other localities.
Enclosures: Copies of ltrs from Bronson W. Griscom and copy of my reply of this date.
cc: Mr. John W. Clark, Miss Jean Stephenson
Note for Mr. Clark: You will recall that you were going to return to me Mr. Reeves’ handwritten
letter. M.H.A.
July 11, 1949. Robert Hutton, Maine Forest Service, Greenville, Maine, to Myron Avery.
Dear Mr. Avery:
We have a new crew organized to continue the trail work on Mt. Bigelow and am in hopes this
one will stick to complete the job. As you indicated in your letter, our plans are at present to
cover the entire trail, so it will be at least passible. Then, if there is time and money left, to clean
it up.
The flowage fires on Dead River have given us considerable trouble for ten days prior to our rain
of the 10th. They developed into a condition and size that it was a matter of planning the attack
daily to save the towns of Flagstaff and Eustis, as well as the Morgan Camps on Spring lake. The
Jim Eaton Hill fire, which was set the 7th, burned to within a half mile of the Spring Lake road
and a half mile of Flagstaff to the west. Six bull-dozers and about 400 men were necessary to
prevent the fires from spreading to the towns. Saturday, the 9th, I flew over the area at 4:00 p.m.,
and found the wind had whipped it up on a continuous line from a point near Eustis to the new
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dam site. It certainly was not a pretty sight. You will see quite a change in that valley when you
come up.
After making commitments to you regarding the trail clearing on Mt. Bigelow, I am particularly
anxious to see that the work is done and will do everything possible to carry it out regardless of
fire conditions.
Shall write you in a few days reporting the progress of the new crew.
cc: John W. Clark, Helon N. Taylor, Roy Fairfield, Lawson Reeves, Miss Marion Park, Miss
Jean Stephenson
July 11, 1949. Myron Avery to James B. Swain, c/o Nahmakanta Lake Camps, Millinocket,
Maine.
Dear Jimmy:
The two enclosures are self-explanatory in connection with your arrangements subsequent to
Katahdin.
I have in mind that we will need to send you some work directions to cover between White Cap
and the Raytown Town Line. This can wait until the pressure of other activities eases.
Because this project is involving expenditures far in excess of what was contemplated. It will
help if you will use the most economical arrangement in getting back to Long Pond. I suggested
the possibility of riding back with Chadwicks, but you should have it understood that the Club is
not paying for the return transportation for the entire party. You would have to pay your share
but the entire bill would not be for our account, as it is a matter of getting Herbert back.
Enclosures:
Copy of letter from Mrs. Earl W. Perham with copy of our reply of this date.
July 11, 1949. Myron Avery to Mr. & Mrs. Earl Perham, Long Pond Camps.
Dear Mr. & Mrs. Perham:
I found your letter of June 30th after I came back to Washington from the Maine woods and
Lubec.
I see that you were told that I tried to reach you by telephone from Dore's Camps.
First, 1 want to pass on word as to the Trail situation. The closed section from White Cap to
Yoke Ponds has been eliminated. That has all been re-cleared and all of the lumbering damage
renovated. It required some re-location. There is a chance that the H. & W. Company may cut
next year in the black growth on the north slope of White Cap, which would cause more trouble,
but all the interference from West Branch Ponds to the East Branch of Pleasant River has been
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eliminated. Another source of trouble has been cleared up. The St. Regis Paper Company really
did a thorough job in clearing up the lumbering on Barren. They cut right up to the Raytown
Town Line; only about a mile and one-third on Barren was not cut. That single year's operation
was a complete job of scalping the mountain. The blazes which the St. Regis Company put in
were the usual 2 x 3 ft. blazes. We spent one day repainting from the Raytown Town Line to the
east slope of Barren. We have two boys from Monson who are re-clearing west from Moxie Bald.
They are going back on Barren to make the painting standard and to do a little more clearing in
the uncut section. But, no one can lose his way on Barren now and the whole section is open for
travel.
Two other bits of information are that Antlers Camps on Joe Mary Lake are closed this year and
the Nesowadaehunk Cable Bridge is down. To cross the Penobscot West Branch one has to get a
canoe from York's Camps. We are working on getting the Cable Bridge replaced but doubt that
anything will happen before next year.
The Haley's were doing a lot of repair work at the Camps but they have quite a task ahead of
them. The only uncompleted work on the Barren-Chairback Range is the fact that the upper end
of Dore's side trail is not painted. 1 think that Francis Haley will care for this. He also intends to
blue-paint the tote-road into Dore's Camps as the lumbering makes this very confusing.
This gives you all the Trail news. I do not think the St. Regis will bother us any more.
Apparently, they are going to leave the section between Fourth Mountain and the Raytown Town
Line and not cut in there.
This brings me to your letter of June 20th, in which you write that because of higher prices you
are running behind and could not care for the Trail crew for anything less than $5.00 a day. I do
not know how this crew is going to work out. They have cleared to Middle Joe Mary but I think
the two boys from Ohio will leave there. Swain and Herbert Chadwick will go through to
Katahdin. I expect Swain to come back and clear as such as he can on the Barren-Chairback
Range, as far as the Raytown line. If we do not get anything done at all, it will be harder to
handle next year. One man can make something of an impression with a weeder.
Due to the probable change in the crew, the time of Swain's return is uncertain. One person will
not afford too much of a problem and you will not have to keep a camp out of circulation for
him. Swain may come back to Third West Branch Ponds or come over White Cap or follow the
original plan of coming to Milo. He will let you know. His assignment calls for painting from the
West Branch tote-road to the top of White Cap in order to connect up with the work done from
West Branch Ponds. I also hope that he can care for the upper end of the Dore's Trail if he finds
out that Haley has been unable to attend to this.
I know that this is very indefinite but since it involves only one person, it will not upset any of
your plans or arrangements. Swain will get word to you as to when he will be there.
If you will send your bill to Miss Marion Park, Conard Apts. #206, 1226 Eye Street, Northwest,
Washington, D. C., for Swain at the rate of $5.00 a day she will care for it. She will also pay for
any transportation if he comes by way of Milo.
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I doubt if you will hear from Swain until the first week in August or perhaps later.
I think that this covers the matter and gives you enough information about the Trail and the
situation in connection with the Trail crew. It is almost too good to be true to have the lumbering
damage on Barren-Chairback ended, although it is going to be a terrific task to keep the route
open when the bushes start growing back again.
cc: James B. Swain, Miss Marion Park, John W. Clark, Miss Jean Stephenson
July 11, 1949. James B. Swain, Haynes’ Buckhorn Camps, to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Mr. Avery:
I have time for a brief note, asking for suggestions, advice, or confirmation of plans. Mr. Haynes
says the regular charges at Nahmakanta Lake Camps are $8.50 a day per person. Mr. Haynes is
charging $3.00 per day per person. He is willing to fly us to the head of Nahmakanta Lake (to do
work near Schoppe’s Camps) for $4 per person per day and to nearer points such as
Pemadumcook Lake for less money. Therefore it seems as if we can do all the work as far north
as Rainbow Lake from here. (Herbert’s parents have allowed him to fly in private planes before,
and I have permission to fly.) It takes less than 10 minutes to fly to Nahmakanta Lake Camps,
and much walking back and forth can be saved by arranging to be met near the end of the day’s
work.
Thurs. we cleared only as far as Antlers Camps, including blue trails to Cooper Dam, Cooper
Pond, and Cooper Pond Camp. Friday we worked a long day on Joe Mary Mtn., returning for
supper at 8:30 P.M. (Of course, we had Mr. Haynes’ permission to be late, since he knew where
we were going.) Saturday we took the canoe to Antlers Camps, put Rogers and Porter out to
work to Sand Beach, and took canoe to Sand Beach. Herbert and I worked from there to
Potaywadjo Spring before lunch (late lunch). We then cleared to Pemadumcook Lake at 2 m.
marker. I walked ahead to Mahar Campground to estimate work, and found rough going in
swampy land and dead popple. Bears have destroyed signs or damaged all at Mahar and
Potaywadjo Spring—replacements are needed—will send details in trail report.
I expect to get Trail cleared beyond Mahar Campground today. Rogers and Porter have been
working steadily, but Herbert is quite a disappointment. Although they are not pleasant company,
Rogers and Porter have done admirable work, and on that account I am sorry that they are
leaving. They have even strained to do Herbert’s share of the work! They are definitely leaving
tomorrow morning. I want to replace Herbert if possible, but will keep him as long as is
profitable for efficiency.
Herbert is homesick and, in addition to that, he can’t or won’t do things properly, whether it be
painting, mowing, sawing, chopping, or what-not. (Note painting from 3rd Pond to Chadwick’s
blue trail at 1.6 m. of Sec. 8. Also note broken bucksaw blade, chipped pruning shears from
cutting wire, chipped axe, and axe handle split inside head.) I think Mr. Chadwick has failed to
make Herbert do any real work, and he doesn’t know what work is. He is not even a good
woodsman—he can’t build a fire—he still wades brooks—he won’t pick up things for himself,
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such as clothing and other personal property—once he wouldn’t get up for breakfast until I
threatened to fire him. To top it all off, he says he got lost on Joe Mary Mtn. for more than an
hour, although I have some suspicion that he took a nap in the woods. From now on, I will keep
him in sight at all times on the Trail, and I won’t let him use the axe or saw again. There now—I
have unburdened myself.
During my day off yesterday I painted some signs for the new blue-trail to Hayes Buckhorn
Camps, because high winds and rain kept me out of the woods.
Since you have never been here, I might give you some introduction to the place. The whole
family is Scotch. Mrs. Haynes came from Scotland to Canada in 1925. Her sister is visiting, on a
6-month passport, from Scotland. I am much impressed—this is the only place I have ever seen
that I would like to call Home!! Mr. Haynes has offered me a job as soon as I finish my
assignment on the Appalachian Trail. Of course I plan to work as long as you want me.
I think I should carry a can of paint thru to Nahmakanta to put in missing blazes in a few obscure
places, if I have the time.
The tower on Joe Mary Mtn. blew over 3 or 4 years ago, and probably will not be rebuilt. No
view from summit, which is like a Southern peak such as Clingman’s Dome. A few hundred yds.
below summit, on trail, open rocks give a view from Upper Joe Mary Lake to Henderson Pond or
Long Pond.
July 11, 1949. Richard Finley and Milton Anderson, Monson, Maine, to Myron Avery.
[Hand-written]
Tuesday night.
Are camping in a camp a mile from where Trail crosses Little Wilson. We made camp at 11:30,
ate dinner, then worked until 4:30. Couldn’t make much headway because of the bushes. They
are very thick for about a half mile. In most places you cannot even see the trail. From where we
left off Thursday we worked part way up on the ridge.
Wednesday night.
We decided this morning that we would work out of the thick bushes. We worked about 15
minutes overtime and tomorrow we start in on the softwood ridge. We are not cutting too many
of the ferns because they will grow back up again before long. Where we have cleared the
walking is quite good. We have broken the Long Pond snippers and one of the weeders. Plan to
fix the weeder this weekend in town. Total time today 8 hours.
Thursday night.
Worked till noon on trail from ridge where left off yesterday to ¼ of the way from the camp to
Savage opening. At noon we broke both weeders so went to town to fix them. Are not going to
work tomorrow or Saturday and next week we plan to go up Barren Mountain. Went about ¾
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mile in the 4 hours worked this morning. In 5 days working time we have gone a little less than 4
miles.
Time for Week of July 4:
Tuesday, July 5
Wednesday, July 6
Thursday, July 7
Total Time

4 hours
8 hours
4 hours
16 hours

Work for week of July 10, Richard Finley and Milton Anderson. [Hand-written]
Monday
8 hours
Tuesday
8 hours
Wednesday 8 hours
Total 24 hours
Worked this week on Barren Mt. Did not get your letter saying not to go up until we got home
Wed. night. Worked a day and a half on clearing bushes and a day and a half on painting. Have
painted as far as Long Pond Stream Campsite. Have cleared as far as Barren Ledges. Have to put
in another day and a half to finish the clearing. Used up all paint we had. The two cans that were
given us in a package were no good. They both had leaked out and hardened.
July 12, 1949. Myron Avery to Bronson W. Griscom
Dear Mr. Griscom:
I shall begin by explaining my regret for the delay which has resulted in my replying to your
most welcome letters of 17 and 30 June. When I say that I have just returned from two weeks on
the Appalachian Trail in Maine and indicate to you the situation which we have here, I know you
will agree that the delay was unavoidable.
I was on Mt. Bigelow over the Memorial Day holiday with Mr. John W. Clark of South
Windham, Maine. We were checking the situation in connection with the relocation which will
have to be made as the result of the flowing back of some thirty miles of the Dead River on the
north side of Mt. Bigelow. I think we have kept you advised of our efforts to complete the
rehabilitation of the Trail in Maine. As to be expected, there are unforeseen developments and
set-backs and the complications are many. We have resorted to the method of two paid Trail
crews. One, consisting of two local boys from Monson, is working west from the BarrenChairback Range to the Kennebec River. The other is a group of three college students and one
local lad. They are to work north toward Katahdin. They have succeeded in reopening the closed
section from White Cap to Yoke Ponds and that represents progress. I am afraid that two of the
boys will not survive much longer the rigors of the work and the flies so that less will be
accomplished from that project. My older boy and I spent eight days with the crews getting them
underway and solving the problems caused by lumbering interference.
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The second problem is the deluge of inquiries resulting from the article in the July 1949 issue of
Reader's Digest. This will interest you as a publisher. Since the issue appeared, by actual count,
we have received 3,758 letters of inquiry. We try to handle these in as mechanical a fashion as
possible by sending out an envelope which contains a "letter to inquirer” and our Publication No.
17, furnishing pertinent information. The drain, however, is so heavy that we are obliged to
reprint numerous publications. We have to have half a dozen volunteers each evening to care for
the labor of assembling the envelopes and sending them out. In addition, the mechanics of
dealing with 4,000 dimes and nickels, respectively, and the world's greatest stamp collection,
afford no small problem.
So you will see that my delay in catching up with the accumulated correspondence is quite
explainable. If there is ever such a time as too much publicity, we are experiencing it at this time.
I am sorry that we left with you the impression that the notice which they sent out with respect to
the Appalachian Mountain Club Camp on Mt. Bigelow was in the order of a ukase. I suppose
that the Washington source builds up this impression. My thought was merely to get word to
those who would be affected by the Appalachian Mountain Club activities. Some Trail Clubs do
not welcome adverse comment on trail conditions and, since this particular organization has a
reputation for not being overly-considerate in playing down an adverse comment, I thought that
it would save injured feelings to sound the alarm. This was the reason for emphasizing August
1st. As a matter of fact, if trails are to be thoroughly usable during the season, the summer
growth, as well as winter damage, needs to be eliminated by that time. I think your plans are
quite effective and they are somewhat on the order of our own efforts toward eliminating the
accumulation of work.
I would suggest this: Curiously, some of these lean-tos have a deficiency in the failure to have
constructed a latrine. I would suggest that you have your men dig a shallow pit, nail a cross-bar
between trees, with appropriate blazing so as to indicate the site of the structure. For many years
this same deficiency existed in the White Mountains.
Mr. Reeves has written me that he was on Sugar loaf over Memorial Day but that the flies
interfered with the effectiveness of his clearing. He is still struggling with his plans to rebuild the
Sugarloaf lean-to.
Now, I turn to your letter of 30 June. One of the most discouraging factors in Maine has been the
intensive lumbering following the war. The Hollingsworth & Whitney operation necessitated
closing the area between White Cap and Yoke Ponds. One thing I did accomplish with a Trail
crew was reopening this and eliminating the lumbering damage. The major damage has been on
the magnificent spruce and fir covering Barren-Chairback Range in Eastern Maine. The St. Regis
operations have literally scalped the mountain. Only patches of this unequaled primeval
coniferous forest remain. It cannot be duplicated elsewhere. It is tragic that this type of growth
could not have been saved for the State. The high prices for pulp had stimulated the lumber
operations. In addition, this mechanized lumbering has added to our troubles. Every operation
now has graveled roads. The winter hauling roads are bull-dozed. Previously, the forest soon
closed over the old style of lumbering. Now the roads remain and the State is progressively
chopped up into smaller areas. With the drop in pulpwood prices, I had thought that the tide was
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turning. St. Regis has suspended operations and the Eastern Corporation, for instance, has left the
East Branch of the Penobscot. I had thought that with the changing of economic conditions that
this greatly accelerated lumbering operation would taper off. Your news that the Kennebec
Lumber Company has purchased the town of Redington is a discouraging development. You
have asked our suggestions in this connection. I agree with you that it is most desirable that you
try to establish cordial relations with the appropriate executives of the Company. Permission for
the Trail and the building of the lean-to was obtained from the former owner in 1936 or 1937 by
the then Assistant Director of the CCC, James W. Sewall. You will, as you say, be somewhat
affected personally and that is another reason why you will wish to make personal contact. We
will be glad to follow through as we have done with other operations. I have had personal contact,
for instance. with the St. Regis people. If the Kennebec Lumber Company undertakes the type of
western mechanized operation which the Hollingsworth & Whitney Company has underway on
White Cap, then the cutting will be very high, indeed.
Here is one thing which we have been able to accomplish. The greatest damage has been the
disposition to use the Appalachian Trail as a hauling road. It is widened and left very open. As
the bushes grow back it is impossible to mark and very difficult to maintain until the new
coniferous growth comes in so that the Trail is practically a tunnel between small trees, such as
you find south of Spaulding Mountain. All of this you would have observed yourself. We have
learned that if we can persuade the lumber companies not to turn the Trail into a hauling road we
are much better off. The greatest difficulty has been where hauling roads cross the Trail and
where tops and brush block the road and make it impassable. Through cooperation with the St.
Regis people, at the end of each season’s operations, they have sent out a small crew to clear out
the tops and pull out the brush. That type of heavy work, sawing and cutting is most difficult for
our amateur Trail activities and having to clear the lumbering damage represented a tremendous
burden. The lumber company has the men and equipment and it seldom involves any expense.
The major question is, of course, the extent to which the Trail is affected. I would suggest that
our activities be directed toward inducing the Kennebec lumber Company, in the spring of 1950,
to clear any section which has been affected and to try to persuade them to stay off the Trail. We
will have to be governed by the developments in the area.
Since your letter discusses the Orbeton-Sugarloaf situation, I have taken the liberty of sending a
copy of your letter of 30 June to Messrs. Reeves, Clark and Fairfield in order that they may be
aware of this potential development.
I do not quite see why your access to Redington Pond should be threatened. Our experience is
that more roads are put in and opened up during these operations rather than having existing
roads shut off. I do not know much about the Kennebec Lumber Company operations or the base
from which it would approach the area.
I fully agree with the thought of the last paragraph of your letter, and we have proceeded
throughout, in dealing with Maine, on the basis that we are not encouraging travel until we can
get the entire Trail in first-class shape. We had hoped to realize this goal this year but 1949 has
been unusually productive of developing new problems, one of which is your letter of 30 June.
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I had intended to see you long before in New York. My time there has been too much taken up
with business on previous trips to warrant attempting to meet you either at lunch or in the
evening. I have had the matter very much in mind since our initial correspondence and I very
definitely plan to accomplish this in the early fall. I shall be in the Maine woods on the Trail
again in late July and August and, after you return from Redington Pond, you will undoubtedly
have much more information as to the operations of the Kennebec Lumber Company so that we
can deal with this situation to maximum advantage. I take it that you have no problem in
ascertaining the officials of the company with whom you will wish to make contact.
I shall be very much obliged if you will keep me posted as to developments in the Redington
matter and, by reason of their interest, I would also suggest that you might send copies of your
letters to Messrs. Reeves, Clark and Fairfield. The addresses of the latter two are as follows:
Mr. John W. Clark
South Windham, Maine
Prof. Roy F. Fairfield
3 Bardwell House,
Bates College Lewiston, Maine
cc: Mr. Lawson W. Reeves, Mr. John W. Clark, Prof. Roy P. Fairfield
July 12, 1949. Myron Avery to George Rear, Rainbow Lake camps, Kokadjo, Maine.
AIR MAIL (cc: Regular Mail)
Dear Mr. Rear:
I found your letter of June 20th on my return from the Maine woods. My older son and I spent
quite some time with the two Trail crews which we have at work. The crew which was working
north had started at West Branch Ponds Camps and the primary task was to eliminate the area
which had been officially declared as closed between White Cap Mountain and Yoke Ponds. The
Hollingsworth and Whitney Company had been lumbering in here and their use of westernhighline operations on the high slopes of White Cap, with their graveled roads and bull-dozed
hauling roads had meant for considerable Trail interference. We now have this corrected.
The demand for pulp after the war had created another problem. This was the St. Regis Paper
Company operations along the crest of the Barren-Chairback Range, which formerly had one of
the finest growths of uncut spruce that I have seen in the Maine woods. Little of it is left, but our
trip enabled us to eliminate the last problems of lumbering interference in that area. The Lumber
Company did send in a crew for the last two years to take out the tops and material in the Trail
but considerable remarking and other labor was required.
I appreciate your writing me at length as to your situation. I have been coming through Rainbow
for almost twenty years and I knew Mr. Clifford very well, indeed. So I am quite well aware of
the problems. They have been intensified by the turnover in proprietorship in the area. We had
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established very excellent relations with your predecessor, Mr. Schultz and he had a full
understanding of the manner in which we were handling Trail maintenance. As I recall, in
answer to one of your letters to us, I wrote you at great length with respect to the Trail in the
vicinity of Rainbow and what we were trying to accomplish. I hope that you can find the letter
for I think it would aid to an understanding of the situation to read again what we wrote at that
time.
I am sorry that I could not have had your letter before I went to Maine for it would have been of
help in making the arrangements with respect to the trail crew. The matter has probably become
of less importance since I wrote. The crew is now at the Joe Mary lakes. The closing of Antlers
Camps has added to the complications in working the Trail in this region since there are no
substitute accommodations. The two boys from Ohio appear to have had enough of the Maine
woods, flies, hard work, etc., and are leaving the crew. Mr. Swain, who is in charge of the crew,
will continue through to Katahdin. There will probably be with him the son of the proprietor of
the West Branch Ponds Camps, who joined the crew there.
We did not have in mind the sort of thing which would increase, in any way, your operating
expenses. Unless there have been changes since 1947, there was a guide’s camp at Rainbow,
which could provide accommodations and there is no reason why dining room service labor
could not be avoided by the boys eating outside of the dining room.
While it may be a repetition of what I first wrote, 1 think that I had better say something with
respect to the situation as to the manner in which the Appalachian Trail in Maine has been
maintained, During the war years, it was impossible, of course, to keep the long section of the
Trail in Maine in good condition. No one can appreciate better than an experienced woodsman,
such as yourself, how difficult it is to catch up with 266 miles of Trail once nature really starts to
take over. The problems were much worsened by the intensive lumbering operations, to which I
have referred, which required much labor to correct the interference. Before the war, the Trail in
Maine was much publicized. The Trail meant no small source of income to the sporting camps.
The Guidebook and our literature constituted gratuitous advertising. The camps did not
contribute to the program. The work was accomplished by the volunteer Trail parties who paid
their own expenses to Maine and considered it a vacation to do this Trail work. In my experience,
these volunteer laborers have accomplished a great deal more than paid labor. These people,
usually in groups of a dozen or more, paid full rates at the sporting camps for the privilege of
keeping clear trails which ran right through the yards of the camps and from which the camps
certainly benefited. They did not ask for reduced rates. They took no fish, they killed no game.
There was no destruction of property. Things were always left, due to the Trail improvements, in
better condition than prior to their visit.
Because of lack of maintenance during the war years, we have deliberately refrained from
publicizing the Trail in Maine until we could get it in first class condition. In 1947, when Mr.
Schultz was there, we did clear through from Joe Mary Lakes to your camps; we cleared the
Nesowadnehunk – Rainbow Trail and repainted it; this is the route which you use to reach the
camp on the West Branch—If you still make use of it. We had expected in 1948 to take care of
the section between your camps and the Penobscot West Branch where we could only repaint in
1947. This year we made a special effort. We took the limited funds of the Maine Appalachian
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Trail Club and put two Trail crews at work; the one going west from Barren-Chairback Range
will apparently accomplish more. The Maine Appalachian Trail Club has only so much money.
This was carefully parceled out and the work to be done and the time allotted was divided among
the sections of the Trail. Of course, the cost determines the time which can be spent on the Trail
and the area which can be covered. We thought that the sporting camps, like yours, right on the
Trail, would feel that they would gain by having their trails cleared and would wish to cooperate
by making a concession on the rate situation. This would mean that the crews could work twice
as long and clear twice as much Trail. Many camps have trouble in clearing their trails. Labor is
not available and it does not seem to be a job which the local labor is enthusiastic over. We had
thought that camps would prefer to have the benefit of cleared trails and would not want to insist
upon the profit which would ordinarily come to them, plus the benefit of having the trails cleared.
I know of no camp which is more closely tied in with the Appalachian Trail than Rainbow.
However, the matter of what is to the advantage of each camp is a matter for the owner to decide.
We simply offered an opportunity to get twice as much trail cleared. With our limited funds,
charges at full rates simply means that the work has to be far less extensive. However, as I have
said, if I had waited until the final development of matters, I probably would not need to have
written at all since the crew will be pretty much finished by the time it reaches Rainbow and the
presence of one or even two boys, who could be put up in the guide's camp, would not interfere
with your routine to any great extent.
.Referring to what you say as to the condition of the Trail from the Camp to Rainbow: In 1947,
we mowed this with a weeder for every foot of the way. This was perfect trail then. Your
predecessors, the Goodwins, in clearing the telephone line wiring, had thrown most of the brush
in the trail and had left very high stubs. Their activity made our clearing of this section much
more difficult. There will be, I know, for some years, a continuing growth of bushes and briars
along this section. It is the sort of thing which really needs mowing with weeders each year for
satisfactory clearing. Clearing this section of the Appalachian Trail does, however, take care of
your telephone line, unless you have abandoned that.
When we left in 1947, the Rainbow-Nesowadnehunk was clear, except for a few blowdowns and
the Beaver Dam at the foot.
The State authorities now have under consideration the matter of repair to the suspension bridge,
or the providing of a substitute method of crossing the West Branch. This will, however, not be
determined so as to be of any value until 1950. The problem of obtaining a canoe to cross the
West Branch involves considerable expense. Until this is satisfactorily cared for, we find
ourselves right back in the 1945 situation, that is, we are not taking any steps to try to encourage
travel in Maine in this portion of the Trail. Publication of the problems would, of course, tend to
induce people to go elsewhere.
I am afraid that I do not understand what you have in mind about routing people over the Blue
Trail. How would we cross the Penobscot - West Branch? Probably you have not been down the
old tote-road from Horse Race Brook to the suspension bridge. It is very obscure and filled with
beech sprouts. It would require a great deal of work to clear any portion of it.
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I take it that you have no information as to conditions on the main trail from the head of the lake
to the Penobscot - West Branch.
I now refer to the last paragraph of your letter. If you will go back to my first letter, you will find
that I wrote at length about the situation as to the Rainbow Dam lean-to. This lean-to, as well as
one on East Carry Pond, has an unfortunate experience. One would think that it would be
possible to locate these structures where they would not be subjected to abuse. Unfortunately,
your predecessors (in my opinion, to their disadvantage), encouraged people to make use of the
lean-to and rented boats to them. The word seems to have gotten around and there was a set of
fishermen who walked in each year and based at the lean-to. Things are always very much a
mess, due to the habits and practices of the fishermen. It is regrettable that these structures
cannot exist on a lake without abuse, but this is one of the things which we have learned from
maintenance of the Trail in Maine. I am sure that you do not follow any practice which
encourages fishermen to use this lean-to in order to avoid sporting camp rates.
Now, a word as to your suggestion to destroy the lean-to and build a new one a mile below camp.
The first question is, of course, the expense. These lean-tos are the property of the State of Maine.
We have always avoided the practice of locating a lean-to close to a sporting camp. There are
numerous unsatisfactory factors which would develop. The people would have a tendency to
seek the facilities of the sporting camps without compensation and the proximity of the two sets
of accommodations works out very badly. A further disadvantage would be in the fact that
moving this structure would make for too long a journey to the lean-to next south, that is the one
at the foot of Nahmakanta Lake. These lean-tos are spaced so as to provide accommodations at
the end of each day’s journey.
I do not know of the experience to which you refer, which must have been in total disregard to
the Guidebook instructions. It is too long a journey to come from Katahdin Stream to Rainbow
Lake Dam. The site on the Penobscot West branch is still a public campsite. These people are
warned against this sort of thing and I do not know how one can guard against underestimating
the journey any more than through the precautions which we have taken. I do not believe that
you would want the lean-to close to your camp, apart from the fact that the shift would seem
impossible by reason of the fact that there is no one who would pay for the destruction of the old
and the building of the new. What funds we have left from the Trail work may have to be used to
help in getting some method of crossing the Penobscot West Branch.
I have left until the last your paragraph about "last fall”. That is a matter of great surprise to me. I
have gone over the correspondence and I am frank to say that I feel that what you have written is
based upon faulty recollection of the situation. You may have difficulty in locating your own
correspondence, so I am sending copies of the letters. If there is any complaint, I feel that it
would be made by the people here. I am very much at a loss to know why you failed to answer
Miss Stephenson's letter of October 14th and her later letter of November 22nd. She specifically
asked that you state what was done. I feel that any misunderstanding of the situation is due to the
failure to deal with these letters. I do not want to argue this matter any longer but I do have to say
that you are quite wrong in any conclusion that correspondence goes out from my office with my
signature that I not have the opportunity to read. No one writes letters for my signature. My
secretarial work in connection with the Trail Conference is at my own expense and is my
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contribution to the project. It is done, of course, apart from my business activities, and the matter
of my secretary bringing the letters to me for signature would delay matters for two or three days.
Hence, some letters are transcribed after my dictation and sent out to avoid delay. This shows on
the letter, but it is quite a different matter from saying that letters are written by others under my
signature or that I am not aware of what is in the letters which I dictate.
Miss Stephenson wrote in August to see if you were able to accomplish anything in having Trail
work done at our expense. Your response was a postcard telling her to send $200.00 and that you
had gotten a crew underway. When word came to me, I was considerably surprised for, at that
season of the year, in October, there would be no trail travel and this clearing work would, at the
most, only benefit your hunters. She wrote you on November 22nd, inquiring as to what work
was done. She asked for a voucher, which was a reasonable request. I do not see any great
difficulty in what Miss Stephenson said about the day-by-day account of what the men got done.
They could tell you and it would only be a couple of lines or so for each day.
Under these circumstances, I have a feeling that when you re-read the correspondence, you will
feel that no fault attaches to this end and that the impressions would have been eliminated if you
had replied to her letters of October 14th and November 22nd. I might put it this way. You have
expressed a great interest in the Chamberlain Farm papers and have said that you would like to
have copies. If I were to write you and say that I had had the copies made and for you to send
$200.00, I would think that you would feel that I had taken a lot for granted to say the least.
In view of your impressions as to this matter, I am glad that you have mentioned it. I am sure that
re-reading the correspondence will lead you to feel that your conclusions are totally unjustified
and, specifically, you will see that after the Fontana Conference in June, there is no
correspondence over my signature, as you had assumed.
I was somewhat surprised that I had no word from you, in view of the fact that you initiated
correspondence with us when you took over at Rainbow. You did not indicate to us the rates
which you are charging at Rainbow. I am enclosing an addressed, airmail envelope and I wish
you would indicate the situation. We can then advise the boys as to the number of days which
they can stay on the basis of the amount which is available for work in that area. I would also
appreciate your stating your boat charge per trip to the head of the foot of the lake [sic].
Under the circumstances, I think that any work, with what is left of the crew, can be done to best
advantage between the head of the lake and the Penobscot West Branch, and I have advised the
boys to work on that area.
It has been suggested to us that the crew might have used the housekeeping camps at the Dam. I
do not know whether you are still operating them and, in any event, the problem of getting in
supplies would make it very difficult.
This is a very long letter, but I felt it desirable to repeat some of the things in my earlier letters on
the chance that you would not have them available. I hope that your review of the
correspondence will indicate that you no longer feel there was any fault on our part in connection
with your postcard notice and that, if I come through in the fall to check on Trail conditions, I
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may be able to establish the same cordial relationship which we had at the time of our very
pleasant visit in 1947 with your predecessor.
I do want to thank you for your pains in writing in detail as to the Trail conditions.
Copy ltr dated July 23, 1948
Copy ltr dated Oct. 14, 1948
Copy ltr dated Nov. 22, 1948
cc:

Regular Mail
Miss Jean Stephenson
P.S. Your postcard did not indicate what was to be paid the men or what your own charges were
for their board, etc.
July 12, 1949. Myron Avery to James B. Swain, c/o Jasper L. Haynes, Buckhorn Camps.
LETTER NO. 5. AIR MAIL (Copy by Regular Mail)
Dear Jimmy:
I have received your letter of July 8th. I am enclosing a copy of the night letter which I have sent
to you. I do not understand why you have not sent detailed letters which indicate what you are
able to accomplish. That does not take very much time. So far, I am totally in ignorance of how
effective or productive the work is. The costs are greatly in excess of those originally scheduled.
Yoke Ponds Camp has billed us at the rate of $5.00 per day instead of the $3. 00 agreed upon.
Similarly, Chadwick’s attempted to charge board for Herbert for the time you were at the West
Branch Pond, although I definitely told Mrs. Chadwick that we would not consider paying him
board but only the $3.00 a day.
We have written you about the $12.00 for going to Yoke Ponds, Unless you ordered this, this
item would not be for our account. I imagine that Herbert persuaded his father to take the truck
and we were billed for the trip without any understanding that it would be paid for by us.
Yoke Ponds has included the following:
Transportation
$15.00
Postage
.56
Telephone call to Millinocket
1 have already told you of the necessity for your checking the bills or writing us as to the specific
services involved. We have no means of determining whether the items are in order. The
transportation item at Yoke Ponds is certainly high for what is involved. This increase of costs
all along the line is a serious set-back. Without word from you as to the nature of the Trail work
which is being accomplished, we are uncertain as to whether the project is worthwhile
continuing because of the very high cost. Your letter of July 8th also leaves us in doubt as to the
arrangements with respect to the food which yon purchased at Cooper Pond. Is this to be charged
to the M.A.T.C., or what is the situation? When you consider the matter, I am sure you will
realize that we need to have specific details and very definite information. I am sorry that matters
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could not be arranged so that you need carry the paint to the top of Joe Mary Mountain. I have
repeatedly emphasized that the standard to apply to the work is to cover the entire thing, if
possible, rather than to leave these gaps, such as the one half mile on White Cap. There are
probably good reasons and I am not saying this in a critical sense but merely to emphasize the
standard to apply in order to make some return to the Trail in this connection. We have enough
Blue Blaze Trails to maintain and we are not overly-enthusiastic over the adding of an additional
Trail. However, it may be more serviceable if Porter's [sic] Camps are not re-opened. There was,
as you may learn, a long-standing feud between Porter and Haynes. While the former lived, since
his camp was on the Trail and as he was most cooperative in maintaining sections, very naturally
we stayed at Antlers, which was an unusually attractive place. This is the background of the
situation. Haynes has always been anxious to attract A. T. travel but his camps are very much off
the route.
1 am greatly concerned over what you were able to accomplish between Joe Mary and the foot of
Nahmakanta Lake. Since the camps at Joe Mary are unoccupied, there is no point in using the
weeders on the brakes, which form quite a prolific growth in that area. I know it will be quite a
problem and what you are able to accomplish would have been a guide in determining how much
money to spend at Nahmakanta The proprietors at Nahmakanta and Rainbow insist on full rates.
This means that we are going to have to cut down the time accordingly. Four (4) days at
Nahmakanta should be the limit.
I said that I would write you later as to Rainbow. I will cover that now. You can devote one day
between the Dam and the camps trying to get rid of the worst of it. The second day can be used
in cutting back the conifers between the camps and the head of the lake. You can use four days to
work from the head of the lake to the Penobscot-West Branch. We will pass up the Rainbow Nesowadnehunk Trail.
Since the expense at Rainbow and Nahmakanta is very large in proportion to the return, you will
need to take every possible economical step.
I will send you within a few days the chart to cover the directions for working from White Cap
over to Dore's Side Trail on Long Pond.
The Monson crew is making very excellent progress and it is a fortunate thing that they are in the
field. I assume that Rogers and Porter have left. In any event, you had my specific letter that in
view of their abandoning the job, that you were to incur no further expense for them and
certainly not take them to Nahmakanta where we have to pay full rates.
I cannot quite understand how I failed to impress upon you the necessity for giving us detailed
reports as to what results we were getting from this very large expenditure. That is why you have
the supply of stamped envelopes.
Unless we can hear from you to the effect that you are able to accomplish some effective work,
as the matter has now developed through the unexpectedly increased charges, we will do well to
end the venture from Nahmakanta to the Penobscot West Branch as soon as possible. These
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observations do not apply to the work between West Branch and Katahdin. The Yorks are giving
us the agreed rates and 1 want you to carry out the program as outlined.
I hope that you can accomplish a good clearing job here so that they will feel that their
cooperation is worthwhile.
cc: Reg. Mail
P. S. Please tell me particularly whether you were able to clear carefully where the route leaves
the old tote-road and follows Cooper Pond and Joe Mary Lake. M.H.A.
(This letter was dictated by Mr. Avery but transcribed in his absence and sent forward without
being read to avoid delay.)
July 12, 1949.

PROPOSED
NIGHT LETTER
{Not sent}

Mr. James 3. Swain c/o Jasper L. Haynes Buckhorn Camps Middle Joe Mary Lake
Millinocket, Maine
UNEXPECTED INCREASED COST OF TRAIL CREW IN ADDITION TO PROBABLE AID
CABLE BRIDGE RESTORATION MAKE IT ESSENTIAL KEEP EXPENSES TO MINIMUM
STOP SENDING AIR MAIL LETTER RE RAINBOW LAKE STAY OF SIX DAYS STOP
REQUEST YOU SEND SOON AS POSSIBLE DETAILED REPORT TO PERMIT
EVALUATION WORK ACCOMPLISHED AS BEARIHG ON FUTURE PLANS STOP
July 12, 1949. Myron Avery to David Godfrey, Treasurer, Williams & Heintz, Inc., 220 Eye
Street N.E., Washington, D.C.
Dear Mr. Godfrey:
I am passing on to you some information which I have acquired in connection with our
discussion of the use of wet-strength paper. Miss Stephenson, as editor of the Blue Ridge
Guidebook, has come in contact with the manufacturer of another type of paper of similar quality.
This is the “Resistal Bond” manufactured by L. L. Brown Paper Company at Adams,
Massachusetts. It is handled by the Wilcox-Walter Furlong Paper Company, 30 South Sixth
Street, Philadelphia, 6, Pennsylvania. Their Washington representative is Mr. Robert Porter, 811
2nd Street, N.E. I attach a sample.
Miss Stephenson has told Mr. Porter of our problems. The minimum quantity is more than our
maps would require but Mr. Porter said he would like to talk to you about the possibility of your
wanting to make use of this in connection with some other orders, which would afford a means
of obtaining the smaller quantity which we would need.
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In view of your interest in this matter generally, I am sure you will want to call Mr. Porter to see
if anything could be worked out, since this material eliminates the problem of the bulk of the
wet-strength paper.
cc: Miss Hooker, Miss Stephenson
Enclosure – Sample of Resistal Bond
July 13, 1949. Myron Avery to James B. Swain, c/0 Jasper L. Haynes, Buckhorn Camps.
Middle Joe Mary Lake, Millinocket, Maine. LETTER NO. 6. AIR MAIL (Copy by Regular
Mail)
Dear Jimmy:
Your letter of July 11th was just received. It is the very thing which I needed to know and the
lack of which made for all the difficulties set out in my letter of July 12th. I have sent you the
following night letter:
“YOUR LETTER JULY ELEVENTH RECEIVED APPROVE RECOMMENDED
PROCEDURE WORKING TRAIL FROM HAYNES ON BASIS STATEMENT
TRANSPORTATION COST COVERS BOTH WAYS AS MOST ECONOMICAL
STOP UNEXPECTED INCREASED COST REQUIRES MOST EFFICIENT
ARRANGEMENTS STOP YOU SHOULD ADVISE NAHMAKANTA OF CHANGE
AND COLLECT MAIL ADDRESSED TO YOU THERE STOP ADVISE
CHADWICK’S PARENTS OF USE OF PLANE”
Your letter furnishes the needed details. You will have to send a statement of the days worked to
determine what is to be paid Porter and Rogers. I am sorry to hear that Herbert is working out
badly. You know, our reason for hiring him was fear that Porter and Rogers would quit and leave
you alone. I thought he was a sufficiently good woodsman to provide a safety factor. If you can
cover that aspect of it, I think you might let him go at any time since it represents expense with
very little return.
1 can see why you want to stay at Haynes. The situation at Rainbow is just as bad on the
financial end, but the cost of reaching the head of Rainbow would probably be much more than
staying at Rainhow.
You have swung into the groove with your letter of July 11th. Reports like that end the
uncertainty and lack of knowledge which, up to this date, has troubled me greatly. Did you paint
to the top of Joe Mary? You will need to have Nahmakanta advised that you are not coming there.
(Dictated by Mr. Avery, bat transcribed in his absence and sent forward to avoid delay.)
cc: Reg. Mail – same address

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine – 1949 – Compiled by David Field – Page

109

July 13, 1949. Myron Avery to Harold Dyer, Supervisor, Baxter State Park, Millinocket,
Maine.
Dear Hal:
I have been delayed in replying to your letter of June 15th by reason of being in Maine. Bob and
I spent four days with the Trail crew which started in at West Branch Ponds. We can set up on
the credit side re-opening the closed section between White Cap and Yoke Ponds. This presentday mechanized lumbering, with bull-dozed winter hauling roads, leaves an awful toll of
destruction. If the Eastern operates as does Hollingsworth & Whitney and the St. Regis Paper
Company, there must be an awful mess in T5R-10. The Trail crew is now at Middle Joe Mary
but I am afraid that the boys from Ohio have had enough and that only two will survive to reach
Katahdin. The two boys working west from the Barren-Chairback Range, who are from Monson,
are doing very well. Incidentally, for the second year, the St. Regis Paper Company did a
splendid job in eliminating the lumbering damage but, the loss of the virgin spruce and fir on the
Barren-Chairbaok Range, has taken something from the State which cannot be replaced.
Mrs. Jacobs duly received the slide collection. We appreciate your going over it and noting the
deficiencies. If you incurred any expense, send us a note. This is a standing direction. You will
not, I hope, wait for somebody to inquire, as these matters are easily overlooked.
The new pruning shears were a disappointment to me. I wanted to get the old type with the
handles 1-1/4” thick, which can stand a tremendous strain. These are too light and very easily
broken. We are discussing with Disston the matter of getting replacement handles of sufficient
strength. One must always cut at an angle and avoid undue strain and avoid cutting deadwood if
the new type are to survive. On the other hand, they are so much lighter than the former type
that they have won universal favor—people can use them longer without becoming tired. So, I
think it is a matter of two types; the old type for Maine and the new type for elsewhere. If you
have the misfortune to obtain broken handles, bundle them up and send them in.
Your letter was forwarded to me at Lubec. Since I was not clear as to how we will proceed on
the matter of the Cable Bridge, I talked to Commissioner Nutting from Portland. He asked that I
write in great detail and present the matter so that he could lay it before the Governor and
Council. He is writing the Supervisor of the White Mountains to obtain the cost of a cable-car
installation. Enclosed is a copy of the letter which I have written to Commissioner Nutting, in
keeping with his directions, in order to put the matter into official channels for action. If we fail
to make any progress, the handicap will be real. If our 1949 re-clearing plans are even
moderately successful, the inability to cross the West Branch will reduce Trail travel to
practically nothing. We may have to suggest detouring.
Antlers Camps at Joe Mary Lake are closed this year, due to the illness of Mrs. Guiney. All in all
(if the crossing cannot be replaced) matters will be very serious, indeed. Have you any thought in
the situation?
We have noticed all the furor in connection with the legislative Research Committee assignment
to investigate future Katahdin gifts. Did I not send to you a copy of Senator Barnes’ speech,
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which apparently set this in motion? It seems to me that there are many matters which could be
determined to advantage through the Committee but that this question of hunting is, in the long
run, very minor and sort of a "red herring”.
You said that you intended to reopen Abol Trail. The Forest Commissioner told me that work
had started on the Roaring Brook Campsite. Perhaps, due to this, work on Abol Trail has been
suspended.
I know that you are extremely busy but, if you can find time to tell us of any developments, we
will greatly appreciate it.
I have to go back to check up on the Trail Crew work in July and August. I would like to
eliminate this so that I can make my long-deferred visit to Katahdin.
We have had over 4,000 inquiries on the Appalachian Trail since the July, 1949 issue of
Reader’s Digest appeared. It means sending out literature in answer to each inquiry and, the
problems of getting in half a dozen volunteers each evening, renewing stocks of literature, etc.,
have made this publicity formidable indeed. We understand that National Geographic Society
will follow suit with an article in August {now out}. If there was ever too much publicity, we are
experiencing it. The year of 1949 has been unfortunately anything but leisure.
Now that the Eastern has left the area, it will be much easier to write Guidebook directions for
the developments in the north end, since we know that conditions will stay static, except for your
campground development for next year.
I still hope to be in the area in September. We trust that the youngsters are all well.
Enclosure: Copy of Letter
July 13, 1949. Myron Avery to Mr. Francis Haley, Long Pond Camps, Monson, Maine.
Dear Francis:
I am writing in connection with our discussion of the Trail situation around Long Pond.
I arranged to have sent to you a quart of blue paint, which should be sufficient to enable you to
carry out your plan of painting the side trail into the Camps. I told you that we placed them at
eye level in a fore and aft direction. They are 6” x 2” in size. The double blaze, one over the
other, is used as a warning for the turn or change which might be overlooked. The double blaze
is needed in two or three places in coming in to your Camps.
I am told that it is the upper end of the side trail, for about one-third of a mile, which is not
painted. If you go up there, I hope very much that you will take the blue paint and fill in this gap.
Miss Stephenson and Miss Giller painted the lower end of this Trail last year but there is a gap
where it comes off from the Appalachian Trail, which is a very unfortunate break.
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The St. Regis Paper Company made good on its promise to re-clear all the lumbering damage
from the Raytown Town Line west. Thus, with the exception of the link on this side trail, the
Appalachian Trail on the Barren-Chairback Range is in good order. The closed section between
White Cap and Yoke Ponds has been eliminated. Our other troubles are that Antlers Camps on
Joe Mary Lake are closed and, since the Nesowadnehunk Cable Bridge is down, one has to get a
canoe from York's Camps to cross the Penobscot West Branch. The north-bound traveler has to
arrange this by telephoning ahead. I tell you this so that you can be informed as to Trail
conditions.
The two boys from Monson (Richard Finley and Milton Anderson) are working west to Moxie
Bald. If all goes well, there is a chance that we may use them to help clear out Gulf Hagas. They
would have to get help from you in the way of getting across the Pond.
We have changed the mailing address of the Appalachian Trailway News so that a copy will
come directly to the Camps. I have had sent to you some back issues of the Trailway News and
some booklets on the Appalachian Trail. I thought you might want to have the correct
measurements for the side trail into the Camps and I am enclosing a copy. I am also enclosing
the revised list of the Appalachian Trail equipment at the Camps.
Will you let me know at some time whether there is still up in the campyard a board sign which
reads: “< A.T. 3.25 m. Barren Mountain 5.55 m.”
I hope that you make good progress during the summer and that you will let me know the
developments in the area, particularly, when you paint the tote-road and if you are able to paint
the upper end of the side trail, where it comes off from the Appalachian Trail.
Enclosures:
1. Mt. View Camps Tote-Road Data.
2. List of Equipment at Mtn. View Camps.
cc: Miss Jean Stephenson
COPY [Original hand-written, annotated by Avery.]
July 13, 1949. Jimmy Swain, Buck Horn Camps, to Myron Avery.
Dear Mr. Avery:
I am enclosing my personal notes on the itinerary from June 20 to date, with the hope that these
will have some value for you. Please return them or a typed copy.
I have received letter No. 3 and the letters of instruction of July 4 and 8, and I will notify you of
receipt of later letters.
On the day that Mr. Chadwick drove us to Yoke Ponds, we worked the remainder of the day on
Little Boardman Mtn. (We did not install the “viewpoint” sign {J. S. to do} because we were not
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sure where it belonged and thought we would be back there on Sunday.) This trail is still rather
difficult to follow from 0.4 m. to summit, but the views make it worthwhile to the traveler.
I have not received any notice from Miss Park about Mr. Chadwick’s bill for transportation.
However, I did order the truck on the basis of our paying for fuel, as I understood it. I expected
this expense to be considerably less than the $12 wages for a full day's hike thru to Yoke without
working. We did about 2 1/2 or 3 hrs. work on Little Boardman Mtn. in the afternoon, and the
boys understood that I would report not more than one-half day of work, since we did not have to
carry packs thru to Yoke. I had hoped that $6 would pay for the fuel, but if it did not, the boys
have agreed to my reporting no work done for that day. In other words, we can pay for the
transportation by subtracting $1.50 to $3.00 from the pay-check of each man.
We have installed A. T. markers wherever necessary between White Cap and Nahmakanta Lake
Lean-to. We have completely re-blazed the A. T. as far north as Joe Mary Mtn. Trail. In the next
few days I expect to complete the painting as far as Antlers Camps. The A. T. is cleared to
Nahmakanta Lean-to, except for some logs to be removed within the next three days. I will send
you a more detailed report as soon as possible, but there is more urgent business, and it is now
11:30 P.M., and I don’t want to sit up until 2:00 A. M. writing you a letter (as I did a few days
ago).
Mr. Haynes has agreed to fly to any point on Rainbow Lake, carrying two men and tools, for $4
a trip. This means that we can work out of here as far as the West Branch of the Penobscot more
economically than we could operate from Shoppe’s or Rear’s, with the added advantage of being
picked up at the end of the day’s work without wasting time walking back and forth. The
arrangements are working very well right now--four of us cleared from Mahar Campground to
Nahmakanta Lean-to in one day, and we cleaned up the lean-to as welI! Mr. Haynes says he will
work with us some days, for $3 plus board at $3 a day. In other words, for $6 cost per day, and I
plan to use him where possible, since the transportation efficiency (three men per trip) will be
increased 50 per cent.
I have picked Jim Rogers to work with me from here to West Branch, for he is an excellent
worker and more reliable and mature than the other boys. Porter is going to work for Mr. Haynes
for his keep while he waits for Rogers. Herbert went home today by plane. I didn’t fire him, for
he is merely immature, and too weak for the job, in my opinion. I just told him what I thought
and suggested that he quit, since the crew would be more efficient with J. Rogers instead of
Herbert. I felt that the situation was a bit touchy because of the fact that Mr. Chadwick operates
one of the sporting camps, and I did my best not to hurt Herbert’s pride. He was disappointed,
but I don't think he became angry. I told him he could meet me at Daicey Pond for six days if he
should care to, but I don’t believe he will be there.
My present plans are:
1. Two days to finish Section 6 and side trails and, if possible, Potaywadjo Ridge Trail.
2. Four more days to Nahmakanta Lake Camps.
3. Two days going as far as possible north from Nahmakanta Lake.
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4. As per instructions, from head of Rainbow Lake to West Branch. (I would like to have
these instructions, especially as pertaining to schedule of working days, clarified somewhat, on a
probable basis of a three-man crew of Rogers, Haynes and myself.)
5. One day on Nesowadnehunk-Rainbow Trail.
At the end of this time I plan to move to Daicey Pond to complete the work to Katahdin by
myself. Amazingly enough, the Rogers-Porter personnel problem has decreased gradually as the
boys have become more accustomed to the work and hardened to the weather. They worked in a
drizzle this afternoon without a complaint!
Tonight after supper, as we were having extra cups of tea, I started learning Gaelic. Mrs. Haynes
and her sister from Arran, Scotland, and a Scotch couple who are guests here began educating
me. I'm really enjoying my summer a great deal. Tell Miss Stephenson I have planned to write
her a letter, but that I haven’t written home to Mother in two weeks or to my girl in a month, so
she will have to wait a bit.
We had a storm last night and this morning, and there have been two thundershowers tonight,
already.
P. S. Experience at Cooper Pond indicates that a camping crew is most inefficient.
As I remember it, I am to send reports to Miss Park as to time worked, and I will write one
tomorrow night. I will initial all bills henceforth. J. B. S.
[Added to letter on July 14:]
Received your telegraph message today. Mr. Haynes is letting me hitch-hike to Millinocket with
him this evening to pick up mail and send out this letter.
Today I had Porter paint the three blue trails to Cooper Pond Camp, Cooper Pond, and Cooper
Dam, and the A. T. from the Joe Mary Mtn. Trail to the beginning of Haynes’ side trail (bridge
over Cooper Brook).
Jim Rogers and I completed the Nahmakanta Tote-road and cleared with axe, saw, and pruning
shears to the 5 m. marker of Section 4, removing quite a bit of down timber, but nothing so bad
as that few miles just downstream from Crawford Dam.

June 20

Full Day

Swain’s Itinerary Notes
June 25

Section 7; repainting and reclearing and
reopening from Third West branch Pond
Camps eastward almost to 8-mile marker:

Section 7; 0.7 m. from Third West Branch
Pond to H. & W. road at end of section 7,
cleared only. Cleared in section 8 to a point
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Myron H. Avery, Bob Avery
Jim Rogers, Roger Porter
Herbert Chadwick, J. B. Swain
June 21 Rained - Worked ½ day
Section 7; reclearing only, from haul road
eastward across Logan Brook
Same crew.

west of 1-mile mark. Walked in on blue trail.
Cut out most of cross logs from Third Pond to
old lumber camp at Chadwick’s blue trail.
June 26 Sunday; no work except for piddling
along blue trail.

June 22

June 27

Continued eastward all day. Reached Joe
Guy’s Campground.
Same crew.

Section 8; worked both ways from blue trail
junction on White Cap, or ½ m. up mtn., and 2
1/3 m. east, reclearing and removing windfalls.
From Third to Blue Trail, no more cross-logs
to be removed. (Looked at “short-cut” to dam.)

June 23

June 28

Section 8; Removed “closed” sign destroyed
by bears. Painted and recleared from second
crossing of brook to blue trail to summit.
Repainted 0.3 m. to summit and down mtn. to
20 mile marker.
Same crew and Cliff.

Section 8; finished A.T. work except for
painting 0.4 m. up White Cap from 1.6 m.,
clearing out down trees and moving some
rough-cleared side trail to Chadwick’s.

June 24

June 29

Section 7; Painted from haul road to about 4.5
m. and cleared from Joe Guy’s thru alder
thickets at East Branch crossing. Seven or
eight large logs to be cut.
Rogers, Porter, Chadwick, Swain and Danny.

Mr. Chadwick drove us to Yoke Pond Camps.
Stopped at Kokadjo to mail shears. During
afternoon, carried signs to 1.08 m. placing one
sign; cleared Little Boardman side trail a bit.

June 30

July 7

Section 7; Cleared from Yoke Ponds Camps to
about 2 2/3 m. Repaired ice storm damage—
removed down trees.

Section 6; Late start because of cooking_____.
Cleared both blue and white trails from Cooper
Pond Camp to Antlers. (Did not clear the two
short trails to C. Pond and C.P. Dam.) Located
most of A.T.C. equipment at Antlers and took
it to Haynes’ Camps. Moved to Haynes’ main
camps this evening.

July 1
Section 7: Completed clearing of section and
finished painting.
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July 2

July 8

Section 7: Completed clearing of section and
finished painting.

Joe Mary Mtn. Trail: Flew to Cooper Pond
Camp, where work began, after early breakfast.
Worked hard all day, arriving back at camp at
July 3 Sunday, off.
8:30 P.M. for supper, but accomplished very
little. Spent most of the time trying to find the
Spent morning at beach, swimming and
Trail. Blazes were sometimes more than 150
washing clothes. Sunday afternoon, checked
yds, apart, thru bush growth. Bushes six to
trail data and wrote Trail report.
eight ft. high, blazes about waist or shoulder
high. Lumbering tote-road for almost two
July 4
miles. Mr. Haynes knows of trail further south
which is in deep woods untouched as yet by
Cleared section 6 to Cooper Brook Falls,
recent lumbering. G.N.P. has moved out and
removing many blow-downs. Painted almost to probably won’t be back for a good many years.
9-mile marker. At last, Herbert did a day’s
Tower near summit has blown over. Ledges
work. Called Mr. Haynes.
give good view.
July 5

July 9

Section 6: Cleared and painted (Roger Porter
painting) to 6-mile marker. More trees down!
Tried to clear near washed-out river banks, but
without much success. Used jeep to beach,
then boat to Crawford Dam. Mr. Skillin met us
at beach at 5:45 P.M.

Motor canoe to Antlers and Sand Beach.
Rogers and Porter cleared to Sand Beach. We
cleared to 2-mile marker, but not very well
beyond Potaywadjo Spring. I walked to Mahar
Campground to estimate work.

July 6

July 10

Section 6: Boys started out with tools about
8:15. I waited until Mr. Haynes came for packs
at 8:50. Wrote report to Mr. Avery while
waiting. Joe, the fire-warden I worked with on
Big Indian fire, drove by, and I asked him to
mail my letter. Cleared and painted to Cooper
Pond Camp Trail. Difficult to follow blue trail.

Rained all day. Painted sign-boards and
sharpened tools.

July 12

July 13

Breakfast at 6:30. Flew to Mahar Landing.
Cleared and put up A.T. markers from Mahar
Campground to Nahmakanta Lake Lean-to and
cleaned up lean-to. A long, hard day. Mr.

Storm came up during night. Worked one-half
day in afternoon. Herbert left after lunch today,
flying home. Completed clearing of side-trail
from Cooper Brook to Haynes’ canoe landing

Sunday

July 11
Cleared again from P. Spring to Twitchell
brook, then cleared the remaining two miles to
Mahar Campground. Used motor canoe to
Sand Beach on Lower Joe Mary.
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Haynes picked us up at 6:30. Using plane
makes for greater efficiency.

on Middle Joe Mary.

July 14, 1949. Telegram from James B. Swain to Myron Avery.
RECEIVED MESSAGE AIR MAIL LETTER SENT TODAY CHADWICK WENT HOME
YESTERDAY AM USING ROGERS.
July 14, 1949. C. H. MacDonald, Big Houston Camps, Inc., Brownville Junction, Maine, to
Myron Avery.
Dear Sir:
Thanks for your letter of July 8th in connection with maps covering the Barren Chairback Range,
which I have ordered from the U. S. Geological Survey to replace the ones I received last year,
which are badly worn.
Copy of the Maine Guide Book was received in good order, and is being referred to quite often.
The Appalachian Trailway News is also received regularly, for which I thank you very much.
July 14, 1949. Charles C. Hardy, Forester, to Robert Hutton, District Supervisor, Maine
Forest Service, Greenville, Maine. [Hand-written]
Subject: Appalachian Trail Clearance, Mt. Bigelow Range.
On 28 June 1949, Messrs. Edward Murch, Bartram Frost and myself established base camp on
the Appalachian Trail near the Ledge House on Maine Highway 16 and started work clearing the
trail.
We found the first short section of the trail well bushed out and newly painted but from there on,
with the exceptions of sections of a few yards in length, very much overgrown with small bushes,
saplings, and filled with many wind falls, both old and new.
We three worked together clearing the trail according to instructions until the evening of 1 July
1949 when Mr. Frost decided to leave the project.
Mr. Murch and myself carried on alone on Saturday 2 July and succeeded in clearing the trail
and building a lean-to at the spring app. 1/4 mile west of East Ledges. Our instruction was to
establish another base there for the assault of the rest of Little Bigelow as it was the last potable
watering place short of Safford Brook. Considering the drouth Safford Brook could be dry at trail
elevation.
During the afternoon of 1 July I scouted the trail to the crest of Little Bigelow and found the
following conditions, paint on trees and ledges nearly obscure, trail very much overgrown with
hardwood sprouts, many places filled by large blowdowns of birch and softwood, some of which
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must have fallen during the hurricane of Sept. 1938 as there were axe blazes around some of
them and of course during the more recent winds and the ice storm of last winter. In many
places the trail is obscure except for an expert as on my descent I missed the trail several times.
To clear the trail by following the suggestions of Mr. Avery will entail many days of hard labor
and the packing of supplies.
On the evening of 2 July Mr. Murch and I talked it over and decided to abandon the project for
the time being due to the following. The extreme heat, lack of rest at night due to insect attack,
and the water and supply problems. Mr. Hutton was advised of this fact by telephone on the
same date.
For clearing the trail by 1 Aug. 1949, I offer the following suggestions for what they may be
worth:
1. Spot a new trail around the largest blowdowns.
2. Cut only the bushes in or overhanging the trail beginning at app. one inch in diameter.
The raspberry bushes are a yearly crop and cutting these is an improvement only for the
moment.
3. For the labor problem I suggest three or four paid workers, one acting as supervisor
and a relay of volunteers from the Trail Conference as packers and camp establishers,
thus allowing the workers to devote full time so more improvements could be
accomplished.
App. cost for complete clearance between 3 and 4 thousand dollars.
July 15, 1949. John W. Clark to Myron Avery.
Dear Myron:
I just received the correspondence and your note of July 9. Mr. Hardy’s letter Is the most
ridiculous thing I ever heard of. Three to four thousand dollars to clear 17 miles of trail—three to
four hundred is too much!
For some reason I have had a feeling this was going to happen and have laid plans accordingly. I
am going painting this week-end--it was to be a combined painting and sightseeing trip--Bigelow
range trail etc, I will change that plan to an intensive paint trip and try to get an idea as to what is
required on the balance of the trail which you and I did not cover Memorial Day. Since I will be
alone, I will be able to cover quite a bit of ground and should get a good picture of the general
situation.
I have a trip scheduled for next week-end with two or three helpers. We have not yet committed
this trip to any particular section of trail. Now it is obvious that we should concentrate on
Bigelow. To get it cleared by the A.M.C. camp is going to take some intensive work, but I have
confidence that it can be done. Of course this will probably mean that I will do little or no
maintenance work on my section from Moxie Pond to Route 16.
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To summarize, my plans and recommendations are as follows:
1. Barring accidents or impossible weather conditions we should be able to get the Bigelow
section in reasonable shape by August 8.
2. Call off the Forest Service work on this section. It is going to cost an unreasonable amount
with questionable (from a standpoint of time) results.
3. I estimate that the cost of the help I will have to hire will be less than $100.
4. We consider the objective a well-maintained trail clear of all blow downs but only moderately
well-mowed. General passableness of the entire section is to be preferred to perfection of any
part.
I will let you know next week the results of my trip this weekend.
July 16, 1949. Myron Avery to Reginal N. Noyes, Lake Onawa, Maine.
Dear Noyes:
It has been a number of years since we have corresponded with regard to The Appalachian Trail
in Maine and Lake Onawa.
As you probably know, the Trail route on the Barren-Chairback Range has been very much
disrupted by the lumbering operations during the past ten years. There is little of the original
forest growth left. I was in the area in June, when we remarked the Trail east of the Raytown
Townline, which had been affected by the 1949 operations.
The Maine Forest Service has authorized three public campsites in this area. One is at Cloud
Pond. We carried the blue paint blazes out to the end of the Point, which was to be the campsite
location. Here to my surprise I found a very well constructed lean-to. This has been built since
my last visit in 1947. The notice at the lean-to indicated that all users would be welcome. There
was no clue as to the builder. In view of the fact that the public campsite location is at the lean-to,
I am anxious to make contact with the owner in order that he may understand the public campsite
notice which is placed at the end of a point. I could obtain no information locally.
It occurred to me that it might have been built by some of the people at Lake Onawa and, on this
thought, I am writing to ask if you would have any means of checking into the situation and
putting us in touch with the owner. I am enclosing a carbon of this letter if by any chance you
should happen to know the owner.
Dictated by Mr. Avery but transcribed in his absence and sent forward to avoid further delay.
July 16, 1949. Myron Avery to Keith S. Skillin, Yoke Pond Camps, Kokadjo, Maine.
AIR MAIL (Copy Regular Hall)
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Dear Mr. Skillin:
Your letter of July 6th was something on the order of a surprise to me. I had thought that if there
was any part of this work program that was definite it was the matter of the rates to be charged to
the crew. I considered this a definite arrangement and I had felt that if it was one in which you
did not wish to participate that you would have written me in advance of the crew coming to
Yoke Ponds so that we could have acted accordingly. It may be that your letter of July 6th was
written without having in mind the copy of my letter of May 20th, addressed to West Branch
Pond Camps. I am enclosing a copy of that letter.
The matter of improving the Trail in Maine is involving a tremendous expense to the Maine
Appalachian Trail Club. The project last year was shelved by reason of my illness. We gave the
matter a great deal of consideration before getting our arrangements underway. It was, of course,
necessary to budget very carefully the time and available funds. We went ahead on the
arrangements on what we thought was a definite understanding. Prior to the war, the Trail work
was usually carried out by volunteer work-crews; most of them coming from this area. These
people paid their own expenses and worked on the Trail. They did not ask for special rates and,
since they neither fish nor hunt, they took nothing from the region. At Yoke Ponds, Mr. Berry
had helped me out on previous occasions in hiring local labor. The problem of eliminating the
damage caused by the Hollingsworth & Whitney lumbering operations and reopening the link
between Yoke Ponds and White Cap, which had been closed since our 1947 visit, was a difficult
problem. We had thought that we could best handle it by use of a Trail crew. That has been
accomplished.
I do not know what trails you maintain or how your people reach their fishing ponds. In the old
days the Trail from Yoke Ponds to East Branch was kept open by the camps, since Mr. Berry had
an outlying camp there. We never had to trouble with any maintenance or those three and onethird miles. In 1947, this was in very bad shape; it may be that you no longer use it or go to the
West Branch.
Apart from the fact that the bill which you have sent us is one-third larger than what we believed
to be the definite arrangement, the matter involves farther aspects. We paid Chadwicks at the rate
of $3.00 per day and we would not feel that we should adhere to the arrangement in one case and
overlook it in another. Haynes, also, is charging only $3.00 per day although he is not on the
Trail and gets no profit therefrom. This is apart from the fact that the $56.00 would enable us to
get a considerable amount of Trail work accomplished.
I know the high quality of the Yoke Ponds accommodations. We did not expect these boys to
receive the treatment which is accorded to your guests. We had thought that they might be
bunked in the guide’s camp and, if more convenient, fed in the kitchen. I fully realize all your
operating problems but we have ours too in this venture and the increase hits us as hard as it
would if the situation were reversed and you were counting on obtaining certain services at a
certain price and found the charges materially increased.
Before the war and during Mr. Berry’s time, the Trail travel represented worthwhile income to
the camps. The extent to which each camp would feel that it wanted to contribute to the program
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would be a matter for the proprietor’s own judgment in weighing what he would get out of the
project. We certainly did not feel that where the Trail goes through the camp and is advertised in
its literature that the camp proprietor would expect to profit but would do all that he could to
spread funds and our efforts to get the Trail in shape.
If you feel that we were wrong in thinking, as we did, that we had a definite understanding, I
know that you'll explain where you think we were in error. We do not want to have you kept out
of any funds which are due you and I have asked the Treasurer, Miss Park, to prepare a check on
the basis of our understanding of the situation. This represents $100.50. The cheek is herewith
enclosed.
I do feel that if the letter of May 30th was not entirely clear and not a binding arrangement that
we should have been told of your reservations so that we could have avoided the situation of
incurring costs beyond the allotment.
Miss Stephenson says she will be writing you shortly with respect to the trip which she and Miss
Giller will make. My own plans for coming through to check the Trail work depend upon the
progress of the crew.
The reason why we made inquiry as to what was in the cache was to make sure that any
equipment needed by the crew was at Yoke Ponds and thus avoid unnecessary bringing in
equipment. One pair of long-handled pruning shears seems to represent the casualties. This type
is off the market and difficult to replace, so I hope that it will show up one of these days.
Enclosure: Copy ltr. of May 30, 1949
July 16, 1949. Myron Avery to Forest Commissioner A. D. Nutting, Augusta, Maine.
Dear Mr. Nutting:
I have written this letter in line with our conversation and with the thought that it would serve as
a "brief” for you to present to the Governor for his review. If the availability of a copy of the
Maine Guide would help, we would send one on receipt of your advices. 1 have enclosed two
copies of the letter, as you indicated that you wish to consult with the two Forest Supervisors
concerned.
It is unnecessary for me to say how much we are concerned over the situation.
July 16, 1949. Myron Avery to Forest Commissioner A. D. Nutting, Augusta, Maine.
Dear Mr. Nutting:
On behalf of The Appalachian Trail Conference, I wish to place before the appropriate
authorities of the State of Maine the situation in connection with the Nesowadnehunk Cable
Bridge across the West Branch of the Penobscot River.
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The Nesowadnehunk Cable Bridge is the property of the State of Maine, presumably of the
Maine Forest Service. It was completed in 1936 by a side camp from the Patten CCC Camp with
an expenditure of $1,500 from the State of Maine Contingent Fund to purchase cable and
necessary hardware. The structure and the appropriation were approved by the Governor and
Council in connection with the activities of the Civilian Conservation Corps in the State of
Maine under the direction of the late James W. Sewall of Old Town, Maine, Assistant Forester in
charge of CCC activities, This letter, therefore, deals with the maintenance and repair of a stateowned structure.
As indicated by the State’s action, the primary purpose of erecting the Cable Bridge was for the
purpose of affording an opportunity for crossing the Penobscot West Branch for fire protection,
The location of the Bridge at the foot of the Nesowadnehunk Deadwater is indicated on Map No.
4 (Enclosure 1) of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club’s Maine Guidebook. Just prior to the
construction of this bridge the former method of crossing the River was eliminated when the old
dam at the cable bridge site was destroyed by the river-driving authorities because of its
deteriorated condition. As the map indicates, the Cable Bridge affords the only method of access
to the area, south of the river, which was intensively lumbered Just prior to 1936 between the
Ripogenus Dam and the head of the lakes on the Penobscot West Branch. The latter can be
reached by boat. The inaccessability of this area has been increased during recent years by the
disuse of the old tote-road along the south bank of the river which has become much ingrown.
Unfortunately, during the winter of 1948-49, the stringers underneath the tread of the Bridge
pulled through the rods which are suspended from the main cables with the result that a large
portion of the bridge gave way. The structure has now become totally unusable. 1 have furnished
to you photographs which show the detail of this much-publicized and very important
construction.
The primary justification for repair of the cable bridge (or the providing of a substitute method of
crossing the river) is, of course, fire protection. Your Department it best qualified to evaluate this
factor. I would assume, however, that the factors, which justified in 1936 the expenditure of
$1,500 from the State’s Contingent Fund, would justify today the providing of a method for
crossing the Penobscot West Branch at this locality. Consequently, there is no need to elaborate
this situation except to allude to the increasing State interest by reason of the extensive Baxter
State Park development. A fire in the area south of the Penobscot River could cause extensive
damage to the Baxter Park facilities and to Katahdin, due to the present non-availability of any
access to the south bank of the Penobscot. A very effective method of fire control has become
lost with the unexpected giving-way of a portion of the Bridge. This difficulty was very
graphically illustrated recently by the report in the July 7, 1949 issue of the Kennebec Journal,
with respect to the fire in T.2R.10. In the vicinity of the Bridge where the substitute approach by
plane was said to be prevented by the pulpwood running down the West Branch.
The Appalachian Trail Conference has a very direct interest in this structure as far as the
Appalachian Trail route is concerned. The Appalachian Trail has been officially recognized by
the State of Maine authorities as a part of the State’s recreational program. If any evaluation of
the Trail project is required, we would refer, in addition to Enclosures 2 and 3, to the 593-page,
Fourth Edition, Guide to The Appalachian Trail in Maine. This Guide is available in your office
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and in the State Library. The Maine Development Commission and the Maine Publicity Bureau
have been particularly active in promoting and publicizing the existence of the Appalachian Trail
in Maine. It is considered one of the State’s outstanding recreational assets. It is comparable in
all respects to the 260-mile Long Trail of the State of Vermont, which extends the length of the
Green Mountains from Canada to the Massachusetts Line. The Appalachian Trail project of itself
has been too well publicized to require any elaboration or explanation but, as a matter of interest
in this connection, we enclose a Conference Publication (No. 5), which is generally descriptive
of the Trail project.
The Trail route in Maine was pioneered in 1933, so that the route was located in contemplation
of the Cable Bridge crossing. The loss of this method of crossing the Penobscot West Branch
will, most severely, curtail travel on the Appalachian Trail in Maine. At the moment, the only
procedure is to arrange with sporting camps on the Nesowadnehunk Stream to send a guide
down to the River to ferry passengers across by canoe. This constitutes a material expanse
(approximately $15.00) and is an uncertain arrangement for north-bound travelers.
The Penobscot West Branch it one of the traditions of Maine. Very many Katahdin visitors take
the four-mile trip from Katahdin Stream Campsite at Baxter Park to the Penobscot West Branch
in order to enjoy the attractions of the waterfalls on Nesowadnehunk Stream and the magnificent
view of Katahdin from the Cable Bridge. This is an outstanding feature of Katahdin; the superb
view is well illustrated by the cover of the Silver Aisle booklet.
By reason of the priorities of the war situation, the maintenance of the Appalachian Trail in
Maine could not be continued to the prewar standards. The Conference and the Maine
Appalachian Trail Club have underway this year an intensive program to clear thoroughly the
Appalachian Trail In Maine. Two trail crews, in addition to the activities of maintaining
individuals and clubs, are now clearing the Trail in Maine. You will recall that, under a
continuation of arrangements previously approved by the Governor and Council, the Maine
Appalachian Trail Club transmitted to the Forest Service the amount of $450 to be used to
reopen and thoroughly clear the section of the Trail on two of Maine’s outstanding mountains—
Mount Bigelow and Moxie Bald Mountain. It is the Club’s intention, this fall, to publicize most
intensively the complete renovation of the Trail In Maine and, with the availability of a feasible
method of crossing the Penobscot West Branch, it is expected that very intensive use of the
Appalachian Trail in Maine will reoccur. This is apart from the use of this section as an adjunct
to the facilities of Baxter State Park.
We appreciate the financial burdens which the State faces but, since this matter represents the
salvaging of property of the State and of its prior investment, we have felt it in order, on behalf
of the Appalachian Trail Conference, to emphasize the recreational value of this particular
structure to the State of Maine. The Appalachian Trail in Maine constitutes a recreational facility
which is free to all those who wish to travel the woods and to appreciate the finest of Maine’s
lakes, forests, and streams. Without a method of crossing the Penobscot West Branch, this
resource becomes, for all practical purposes, lost. The investment of the State and its agencies
and the labor of the organizations on the Maine portion of the Appalachian Trail similarly are
also rendered thereby to a very large degree ineffective.
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It may very well be that some other more economical or desirable method of crossing the river
can be developed. The Appalachian Trail Conference wishes, however, through this
communication to emphasize the importance of the restoration of the previously-existing method
of crossing the Penobscot West Branch and, relying upon the very many previous instances of
cooperation from the Maine Forest Service, has accordingly felt it in order to invoke the good
agencies of the Forest Service in officially placing this problem before the State authorities
which would have cognizance of the matter.
Enclosures:
1: Appalachian. Trail Club Map No, 4, Katahdin to East Branch, Pleasant River.
2: Silver Aisle Booklet (3)
3: Silver Aisle Leaflet (Second Edition) (3)
4: Portland, Maine Newspaper Article
5: The Appalachian Trail Conference Publication No. 5
Copy furnished:
Mr. Harold J. Dyer ,Custodian, Baxter State Park Millinocket, Maine
July 17, 1949. Myron Avery to John W. Clark. AIR MAIL (Copy Regular Mail)
Dear Mr. Clark:
Your special delivery letter of July 16th arrived this morning.
From the two enclosures, you will see that Mr. Hutton has started a new crew and the situation
would seem under control. The cost is, of course, the original amount paid and no one is paying
any attention to the absurd Hardy memorandum.
In view of Mr. Hutton’s action, there is nothing to do hut let him try to go through with it. In
view of his efforts in the fact/of the critical fire situation, we of course would not tell him to
suspend operations.
If the Forest Service activities do not result in too good a job, then the plans which you have in
mind might be very effective for the fall or even another year.
I shall be interested to learn what you find on the remainder of the Trail but, for the moment, it
would seem as if your activities could still be limited to the painting. That will be a task of the
first order.
Encls: Copy ltr from Mr. R. G. Hutton, Copy our reply this date
July 17, 1949. Jean Stephenson to Seymour Smith.
Dear Seymour:
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I had not thought to let so long go by before replying to your most welcome letter, but we have
been overwhelmed with the deluge resulting from the Reader’s Digest article. Thus far we have
had 4983 inquiries, and they are coming at the rate of 250 a day. Stuffing envelopes with
literature, pulling off dimes and nickels, addressing envelopes, etc., require four to five people
every night, which means a total of seventy or a hundred in the month, and that means several
hundred telephone calls assembling them. Then we run out of publications, so Marion, Myron
and I spend our Sundays reviewing "copy" and fixing manuscript, reading proof, etc. In addition,
orders as a result of the literature packets are coming in and they have to be filled by members of
the staff who know how to handle them, so the half a dozen of us who do know are worked to
death! We don’t like National Publicity! Not till we get a paid staff, who can work all day on the
job! But enough of this.
Myron is feeling pretty well now. I don't think the doctors know whether his attack last year was
heart or nerves. He does have high blood pressure, and I think his cardiagram indicated some
change since prior to the war. However, the spell last year kept him in bed for a month, and then
up and around for a month and then he gradually got back into active work, both at the office and
on the Trail. To see him one would never know he had been ill at all. However, he is taking it a
little easier and not trying to keep up with everything at his office, as he did before. I think it was
well he had the attack he did, as I could see he was building up toward a nervous breakdown, and
this avoided it. Yes, he goes out and does Trail work as before, although he knocks off when he
gets tired, etc. Over Memorial Day he was in the Bigelow Region with John Clark and they
planned the work there. The last of June he and Bob went to Maine, in the Third West Branch
Pond and later the Barren- Chairback area, and started two work crews there. During that trip he
painted to the top of White Cap, explored to the East Branch of Pleasant River, climbed Barren
and Boarstone, and did quite a little trail work. He came home feeling fine. I would say that his
physical activity is not limited at all by his illness last year, but that it made him realize that one
could overdo and he is now trying to get enough rest and sleep to gradually get his nerves in
condition. They are still not in their "pre-war" state!
Because of the uncertainty of things here, and the arrangements he was trying to make for these
paid crews to work in Maine, which meant he might have to go up and get them started, etc., we
did not make any plans for a Maine work trip this year. Sadye Giller and I are going to Third
West Branch Pond, Yoke Ponds, and Haynes Camp on Joe Mary Lake, and paint the Trail from
those three places. (Antlers Camps are closed, due to Mrs. Guiney's illness, but Mr. Haynes has a
motor boat and private airplane and can take us up the Lake each day and meet us at night.)
Marion Park is going on a trip to Canada she has wanted to make for years. Myron has had
some sort of idea of a trip to Katahdin, but I gather he hasn't written you about it because his
time was so uncertain as yet. Maybe you have heard from him recently; if not you will soon, for
Marion mentioned the other day that he had said something about writing you. I know he has
been anxious to get you into the country north of Katahdin and he has been wanting to get there
himself, but I don't know whether he has found he could work it in this year, with all these work
crews to oversee.
I must not forget to say that your contribution was most welcome indeed. It will help materially
toward getting the Maine trail cleared.
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[Line at bottom cut off.]
July 17, 1949. Myron Avery to Robert G. Huttton, Maine Forest Service, Greenville, Maine.
Dear Mr. Hutton:
I appreciate your thoughtfulness in sending me your letter of July 11th, when you are so much
occupied with this series of new fires. I had read various newspaper items and, with all this
activity, I had not thought that you would have any opportunity to do anything with the trail
work on Mt. Bigelow. We are glad. Indeed, to know that a new crew has gotten underway and
that the plan is to get over the entire Trail. I am advising the people to whom I sent copies of the
earlier letter.
The Monson trail crew is doing good work. The college crew has reached the foot of
Nahmakanta. Swain and Rogers (from Ohio) are left. The Dead River Valley was a depressing
sight when I saw it in May; the fire damage will make it far less pleasant to see. I note that your
fire troubles this year will soon be at an end. This seems to have been a very difficult season. We
are having our troubles at Trail Conference Headquarters. In three weeks we have received, by
count, over 4,200 inquiries from the item which appeared in the July 1949 issue of Reader's
Digest. Now the deluge from the National Geographic Society item in its August issue will bring
a second deluge down upon us.
cc: John W. Clark, Helon N. Taylor, Lawson Reeves, Roy Fairfield, Miss Marion Park, Miss
Jean Stephenson
July 18, 1949. Jean Stephenson to Max Sauter.
Dear Mr. Sauter:
This is a belated reply to your letter of June 21, but we have been completely overrun with letters
as a result of the Reader's Digest article and now the National Geographic is upon us. We have
had over 5000 by actual count and they are still coming at the rate of 250 a day. It means stuffing
envelopes with literature, addressing envelopes, checking money, etc. The job of preparing the
coins for the bank alone takes one person two evenings each week. We have to get four to six
persons in each night to work, which means innumerable telephone calls. Our stocks of
publications get exhausted so we spend Sundays preparing new copy, reading proof, etc. No
more national publicity for me, thank you, until we get a paid staff or until they run excursion
trains of hikers from other areas to help the more over burdened Washingtonians!! I had wanted
to get out on the Trail this Summer but I guess we will spend every night and week-end trying to
cope with this mass of inquiries!
I was glad to have your note that the May issue of TRAILWAY NEWS had not arrived. It was
sent the first of June. Several others wrote the same thing, so I started an investigation and it was
found that a bundle had gotten mislaid and had never been dispatched. By now you should have
received them. I will change your quota to 4, as you suggested.
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I realized that the situation was different in your case and thought likely you felt it best that all
continue to come to you, but thought I would ask. We are glad to continue the present
arrangement.
July 18, 1949. Robert Hutton, Maine Forest Service, Greenville, Maine, to Myron Avery.
Dear Mr. Avery:
I was glad to get your letter of the l7th and that I can report that the new crew on Mt. Bigelow is
doing much better than the first crew did. We outfitted the last crew with a couple of light weight
tents and camping outfit which we purchased especially for the job. This type of mountain work
requires a somewhat different equipment than some other woods jobs do and may make a
difference as to whether the men will stick until the work is completed. Two of the boys cut
themselves and were sent down to a doctor. Although not serious, it is our policy to attend to
such things.
My last report was that they had completed Little Bigelow and had reached the watchman’s
camp. With good luck and good weather the clearing work should progress more rapidly and I
am in hopes that it can be made passable from the Ledge House to Bigelow Village.
It is gratifying to learn that Swain and Rogers are getting along so well.
From your account of the result of the article appearing in Reader’s Digest (which I read with
interest) the Trail does have popular appeal and may develop into another Lincoln highway.
However, it does offer a great many city people a chance to get away from everything
undesirable of a big city in summer.
cc: John W. Clark, Helon N. Taylor, Lawson Reeves, Roy Fairfield, Wm. H. Sawyer, Miss Jean
Stephenson
July 18, 1949. Copy of Telegram from Jack Clark to Myron Avery.
BIGELOW ALL MARKED. NEW FOREST CREW DOING EXCELLENTLY. SEND ME
ONE SHEARS IMMEDIATELY IF POSSIBLE.
cc: Robert G. Hutton, Helon N. Taylor, Lawson Reeves, Roy Fairfield
July 18, 1949. [Jean Stephenson?] to Mr. McCarty, Shenandoah Press.
Dear Mr. McCarty:
Due to all this publicity, the supply of Blue Ridge Guides are exhausted, so we are faced with the
problem of getting out a new guide earlier than we had anticipated. I think it would be a good
plan for me to come down and talk over the situation with you, so unless I hear from you that it
will not be convenient I will expect to come down on the bus reaching Strasburg soon after lunch
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on Friday. If you will not be there, please let me know, using my home address. (Apt. 1100, 1228
Eye St. N.W., Washington 5, D.C.)
So that you may be in a position to discuss it, it may be well, however, for me to give you some
idea of our present thinking on the matter. As it stands now, this is the suggestion:
We have in process Change #1 to the GUIDE. It was to be something over 500 pages, and you
are to make 1000 sets. We are thinking of combining this with the new edition, as a job, getting
500 sets of the Change and 1000 sets of the new book. We want to keep the new book to about
850 pages, so we are going to take out all the special chapters, such as Chapters 4, 5, 6, 19, 20,
21, 22, etc., and use only one page for each of these chapters, on which we will explain that those
will be issued separately hereafter.
We would then want 1500 pages printed of approximately 650 pages (325 sheets or more if some
are blank on one side), these to be assembled, 500 to make Change #1, and 1000 sorted into the
pages mentioned below.
We would want 1000 sets printed of approximately 200 pages, which when sorted in with those
mentioned above would make the new edition.
We would have to get binders like we got before right now, and the remaining 500 next year
when they would be needed. In other words, only 500 of the 1000 new edition would be
assembled now.
That would give us 500 copies of the Change to go to present holders of the guidebook, and 500
of the new edition now and 500 of the new edition next year or whenever we needed them.
The two points to discuss are: Cost and time required.
On cost I have some rough figures which I will want to get you to check and confirm or correct. I
have figured, based on your earlier quotations:
1500 copies of 650 pages @ $4.65
1000 copies of 200 pages @ $3.60
500 binders now

= $3,022.50
= 720.00
$3,742.50
275.00
$4017.50

Is this about right?
July 18, 1949. Lawson Reeves to Myron Avery.
Dear Myron:Just a note to bring you up to date on the Sugarloaf Section. I was up over the past weekend
clearing trail. There was two of us and we cleared (and mowed) from Caribou Valley trail 1.12
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to the 3 mile marker. This was the section that was bad. From the highway to Caribou Valley the
trail is in fairly good, shape due to the fishermen using it. While it needs some clearing to bring it
to standard condition, never-the-less it is not bad at all. Between the 3 and 4 mile marker the
condition is also good but will need some work when I can get to it. I cleared from the 4 mile
marker to the top of the mountain earlier this spring. Therefore, from the highway to the top of
Sugarloaf the trail is good to excellent. I cleared out the spring at the shelter, rebuilt the
fireplace and brushed out a path to the latrine. There has only been two to register at the top in
the past weeks which means there is very little travel on this section.
I have not heard anything more from Fred Hutchins in regards to the lumber for the roof. Maybe
it would be best to let things ride for the present and to contact Helon Taylor early in the fall and
have the lumber hauled on the first snow. It is so late now that it would not be used much this
summer now anyway.
I do not think we need to worry about the lumber operations at Reddington. As I reported last
summer the lumber company did buy three townships there. Mr. Bradley of Reddington Pond
Camps could give you the straight dope on this. All the lumber from Oberton stream east for four
miles has been cut so it would not affect me. I do understand that they did lumber on the North
side of Saddleback Mt. and bulldozed a new road, passable by car, off from the Saddleback Lake
Camp's road which must come nearly at right angles to the trail. There is only a couple of miles
of timber west of Oberton before one reaches the old burned-over area and ledge. [In Avery
hand-writing:] {I wonder if this is new or was the old Beech Hill Road past Sandy Stream [sic]
Ponds?}
I hope to get in one or two more week-ends working on my section before fall. All-in-all the
whole distance is open, with places that need additional work as I get the opportunity to get to
them.
[Avery note:] {Mr. Clark. Please return with earlier handwritten Reeves letter. 2 new style shears
being sent you from cache at Lubec, old style not available.}
July 18, 1949. Myron Avery to Ralph W. Sterling, Caratunk, Maine.
Dear Mr. Sterling:
We have a couple of boys from Monson working west on the Trail from Bodfish Farm. They will
come as far as Moxie Bald Mountain Pond Dam. When they have finished the work, I plan to
come through from Monson to check over the work and will stop overnight with you at Caratunk.
I would like to find out whether Moxie Ponds Camps are operating as a sporting camp and, if
you have this information, I would greatly appreciate your sending the address to me in the
enclosed addressed envelope.
Can you also tell me when the bus goes through Caratunk, whether it goes to Bangor or
Waterville, and if it runs on Sundays as well as on week days? I need to get some information as
to how I can get back to Boston from Caratunk.
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I imagine it will be a month or more before I make this trip.
(Dictated by Mr. Avery but transcribed and sent forward in his absence to save time.)
cc: Mr. John W. Clark
July 18, 1949. Myron Avery to Mr. Richard M. Finley, Monson, Maine. AIRMAIL (copy
by regular mail).
Dear Richard:
1 have received your second report, together with your second time sheet. The Treasurer has
mailed you a check.
Your reports gave me the information which I wanted to have and I wish you to continue sending
me the story in the same detail.
There is no use cutting ferns. As far as raspberry bushes are concerned, these do have to he cut
out with the weeders.
Let me know if I am correct in understanding that you still have on hand three unbroken shears.
That is, the two in the package and the one which I brought from West Branch Ponds. You know
that you can get extra weeders and shears from Mr. Hutton at Greenville.
I think it is a good plan to work those long trips to Barren Mountain between other days rather
than leaving Barren Mountain to the end.
The changes which you have indicated lead me to think that the Guidebook description may have
to be changed. Accordingly, I have sent to your grandfather, Harry Davis, the measuring wheel,
express prepaid. As I recall, there is a charge which has to be paid for delivery. I wish you would
see that the wheel gets in, pay any charges and put it on your next bill.
I hope that your next report will indicate that you are able to make faster progress through the
improvement of trail conditions.
1 am trying to estimate when you will be finished so that I can begin to plan on when to come up
to go over the area.
Please let me know when the measuring wheel arrives and test it out to see if it is O.K.
cc: Miss Marion Park, Treasurer
cc: Regular Mail
(Dictated by Mr. Avery but transcribed and forwarded in his absence.)
July 18, 1949. Myron Avery to C. W. Cushing, 224 North Monroe Street, Hinsdale, Illinois.
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Dear Mr. Cushing:
The deluge of over 4,200 communications, in response to the item which appeared in the July
issue of Reader's Digest, has delayed acknowledging your letter of 30 June.
We do have a crew working on the Appalachian Trail in Maine but the time limits of your
availability would have precluded your use in that connection.
I suggest that if your situation is such that you are available to perform any gratuitous trail work
in 1950 you write us early in the spring.
July 18, 1949. Myron Avery to James B. Swain, c/o Jasper L. Haynes, Buckhorn Camps,
Middle Joe Mary Lake, Millinocket, Maine. LETTER NO. 7. AIR MAIL (Copy by Regular
Mail)
Dear Jimmy:
Your letter of July 13th was received this evening.
By now you will have my letter No. 5 (dated July 12th), indicating our difficulties here, and my
letter No. 6 (dated July 13th), indicating to a much greater degree the relief which your
communications and detailed reports have afforded us.
I am surprised, indeed, that on July 14th you should have reached the five-mile mark in Section 4.
Tour letter of July 13th and accompanying daily notes clarify the situation and make it much
easier for us to handle matters on this end.
My family is leaving for Maine; henceforth, write me to the office, marked personal.
I have sent you the itinerary between Rainbow Lake and the Penobscot West Branch. If you have
three people, you can probably accomplish a good deal from the head of the lake to the West
Branch. The walking distance will make that hard and difficult. 1 suggest you stagger the work. I
have allocated two days from the dam to the head of the lake going past Rainbow Camps. You
will need to tell both Nahmakanta and Rainbow that you are not coming.
Contrary to my previous directions, in view of what you have written, you can put in one day on
the Rainbow - Nesowadnehunk trail but leave it to the very last day.
Post us as to the date of your arrival at Daicey Pond so that we can change the address. I may
well be able to time my trip to arrive as you finish there.
Yoke Ponds charged us $15.00 total transportation; we are at a loss to figure it out. We look
forward with a little apprehension to the total bill from Buckhorn Camps. The price of $4.00 per
trip to Rainbow would mean $8.00 per day. It is probably slightly higher than staying at Rainbow
but if you are receiving excellent cooperation and enjoy it at Joe Mary, it seems the moat feasible
arrangement.
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If you are able to get Haynes’ assistance in trail work, the place to use it is between the head of
Rainbow and the Penobscot West Branch.
Do not fail to take a board and sign off and barricade the approach to the Cable Bridge from the
South Branch if this has not already been done.
We will copy your dally notes and send then to you with the originals.
Answer these questions, please:
1: How did you get the tools at Antlers Camps? Is there a caretaker there?
2: I am most anxious to know if you got all the down timber at the foot of Nahmakanta lake;
much of this was left two years ago.
3: There was a bad alder growth at the Beaver flowages on Prentiss Brook. Let me know the
condition there.
4: I have inquired particularly as to the clearing where the A. T. leaves the Tote-road between
Cooper Pond and Antlers Camps.
5: Did you paint from 3.25 m. back to the crossing of the East Branch of Pleasant River?
Your letter explains the mystery of continuing to work with Rogers.
Tell Mr. Haynes that when I come through, I will walk from Yoke Ponds to his Camps. I will
notify him by telegram.
Please continue without fail to send letters and advices as to your progress.
I have dictated this letter over the telephone and if there is any obscurity, I think you will catch
the meaning.
(Dictated by Mr. Avery over the telephone and transcribed in his absence and sent forward
without being read in order to save time.)
July 18, 1949. Myron Avery to Postmaster, Millinocket, Maine.
Dear Sir:
We recently sent to Mrs. L. C. Guiney, Proprietor of Antlers Camps, a letter to Millinocket,
Maine. Your office forwarded this to 1171 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts. It was
returned from Boston. Another letter which was sent to Mrs. Guiney at the same address has
been returned.
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Accordingly, we are writing to ask if you will check your records to see if you have any other
forwarding address. Another one of our letters sent to Mrs. Guiney at Millinocket reached her
and we do not understand why the letters sent to Boston were returned. We will appreciate your
checking the records.
[Response from Post Office:] The above address is the only one we have, so we send the letters
there.
July 20, 1949. DRAFT. J. Frank Schairer to MEMBERS OF THE MAINE
APPALACHIAN TRAIL CLUB.
This letter is a further communication in connection with the organization of the Maine
Appalachian Trail Club.
On
. 1949, the Secretary, the Treasurer and the Supervisor of Trails sent a letter to all
Club members, outlining the steps to be taken. Since that time, additional persons have been
elected to membership.
Further, in addition to the original group of members, who were elected by reason of having
rendered assistance of outstanding character to the Trail in Maine. A second class of membership
has been created. This class of membership is to permit increase in the size of the Club and the
affiliation of interested people. This second class is known as "Annual Members" and pays dues
of $3.00 annually. The original memberships are listed as "Maintaining Members”.
There is attached hereto the revised constitution of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club, Inc., as a
result of the action taken this year.
As the letter of
indicated, I, together with Messrs. Jackman, Philbrick, and Sawtelle were
selected to act as a nominating committee. Since that time, the committee members have been in
active correspondence and have now prepared a slate of candidates to present to the Club. The
committee has communicated with all of the nominees who are able to serve, if elected.
Accordingly, the committee submits to the Club the following slate:
OFFICE

NOMINEE

COMMITTEE’S COMMENTS

This year has been one of considerable activity on the Appalachian Trail in Maine. Efforts have
been made to restore the Trail to its pre-war condition by use of trail crews and a renewal of the
contract arrangements under which the Maine Forest Service, in previous year, cleared the Trail
on Mt. Bigelow. It was felt that the situation was so critical that an overall effort was required.
The results are considered satisfactory but the Trail Club’s funds have been necessarily very
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much depleted. I am attaching a memorandum from the Supervisor of Trails, which details what
has been accomplished.
The exhaustion of Trail funds makes all the more necessary, during the winter of 1949 and 1950,
efforts to enlist greater interest in Maine and to obtain local sponsorship of the various sections
of the Trail. We also think it would be well if a Field meeting could be called in Maine in
connection with a day's Trail-clearing activity. The Memorial Day holiday might he an excellent
time since it would afford an opportunity to discuss plans for the summer. Our member, Helen N.
Taylor, is to care for the re-location at Mt. Bigelow caused by the building of the Dead River
Dam.
There is also being sent out with this letter a comprehensive report of the Treasurer, together
with a report for each year since the last annual report was issued.
There remain on hand ______copies of the Guide to the Appalachian Trail in Maine. However,
the separately issued Katahdin reprint has been exhausted and that will need to be reprinted. Map
No. 4, "Katahdin to East Branch of Pleasant River,” which is much in demand, has been
redrafted as a two-color map and will be reissued with the usual annual Guidebook Supplement.
The 1950 Supplement will appear early in 1950.
The Treasurer's books have been audited and a copy of the Treasurer's report is attached hereto.
In closing, we now have completed the tasks referred to in our original letter. We will have
elected a new group of officers; the Trail is in fair condition. What is now required will be to
obtain more local sponsors in Maine and to have more sections cared for by those local sponsors.
This, I know, will require considerable work and will have to be done at once, because it is most
important.
Now that I am ceasing to act as Secretary, I want to say that my interest in this project will be
none the less and I hope that the Trail will continue to afford to others the same pleasure and
returns as it did to me when I first traveled it in 1933.
Enclosures:
1. Ballot for Officers (to be returned to J. Frank Schairer)
2. Amended Constitution (1949)
3. Treasurer’s Reports for years 194 ; and Consolidated Treasurer’s report as of
1 July 1949.
4. Auditor’s report.
5. Report of the Supervisor of Trails.
July 21, 1949. Myron Avery Memorandum to Messrs. Clark and Reeves.
Mr. Pryor has told me that Sign No. 222 has gone forward to Mr. Clark and that Nos. 244, 247,
and 248 have gone forward to Mr. Reeves. If not received, please advise me.
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Mr. Clark’s telegram has been received and, as soon as I can make arrangements, I will send him
a pair of shears. I had thought that we had left a pair, which we had brought from West Carry
Pond.
July 21, 1949. Myron Avery to Richard Finley, Monson, Maine.
Dear Richard:
I have your letter reporting the work done during the week of July 10th in the amount of 24
hours. Miss Park will send each of you're a check for the amount of $14.40.
In the future, where the checks only cover two or three days each week, we may hold them for a
couple of weeks in order to save check-writing for small amounts.
My idea was to get the work done from Monson west so as to facilitate my checking the situation.
I had thought that you would not want to work steadily on Barren because it is a long job.
Am I right in understanding that you have painted from where the four of us stopped at the base
of Barren to Long Pond Stream Campsite?
I see that you need another day and a half to finish clearing on Barren.
Your letter about using up paint is not clear. Do you mean the white paint or just the brown. Let
me know exactly by airmail.
I have told you that Mr. Hutton at Greenville has a supply of white paint. However, you should
have the brown in order to get rid of the old blazes.
Let me know in detail how you are getting on each day. I particularly want to know when you
expect to get finished out to Blanchard.
Dictated by Mr. Avery over the telephone and sent forward to save time.
cc: Regular Mail
cc: Miss Marion Park
July 21, 1949. James B. Swain, Buck Horn Camps, to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Mr. Avery:
I have found, with Mr. Haynes, a package of signs to accompany a lean-to; but I have no way of
knowing where they are to be installed except for the cloth signs, of which there are enough for 3
or 4 lean-tos. I hope to drop in and install the cloth signs if possible.
Because of the high cost of operation, I have stopped placing A.T. markers at the foot of
Nahmakanta Lake. The present markers are sufficient for the time being, I believe. The sign
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situation, however, is quite bad from Potaywadjo Spring to Rainbow Lake Camps, with many
immediate replacements needed. (See sign list.) Either bears or men have destroyed several, and
some are quite old.
I do not plan to check the inventory of equipment at Nahmakanta or Rainbow, for I am not using
anything stored at either camp.
On Jo-Mary Mtn., I painted almost to the 2.9 marker, I believe. Beyond there, the old blazes may
be followed by anyone who is good enough a woodsman to get thru the overgrown trail of the
first 1 ½ miles above Cooper Pond Camp. When you see the trail you will realize why so little
work was done. Nearly all the blazes not cut down were so low as to be invisible in the brush
growth along the tote-road, and we spent much time trying to find blazes in order to be sure that
we were on the right trail. It seems to me as if the present route is well-nigh useless because of
the lumber damage. In view of the likelihood of a major relocation of the trail, it seemed
wasteful of funds to work any longer before you could see the situation.
We have now completed sections 3, 4, 5, and 6 and I hope to send the reports today. As I
remember, I have sent to you our daily itinerary thru July 13, when Herbert went home. That day
we worked only ½ day because of rain-storms in the morning. We completed the clearing of the
trail to Haynes’ canoe landing on Middle Joe Mary Lake that afternoon. This landing is where
the telephone line passes nearest to M.J.M. Lake—See map No. 4. The distance from Cooper
brook to this landing, as I paced it, is approx.. 2.0 to 2.1 m. At present, travelers from the south
should use this canoe landing to get to Haynes’ Camps. Travelers may be met, or a canoe will be
left at the landing, on written request to Mr. Haynes.
On July 14, Porter painted the A.T. from where we had left off at the Joe Mary Mtn. Trail to the
bridge over Cooper Brook, where Haynes’ side trail starts; and he painted the J.M. Mtn. Trail
from Cooper Pond Camp to the A.T., and the 2 short blue-trails to Cooper Pond and Cooper Dam.
The following day, he painted from Haynes’ canoe landing to Antlers and back, with Mr. Haynes’
son, Sandy, helping him find the trees to be painted. I noticed later, in checking his work, that
Porter did a rather slovenly job, but it will do for the present—that is to say, people can follow
the trail now. Painting of the A.T. ceased at Antlers Camps. although the painting from there to
Mahar Landing is in poor conditions. Beyond the Mahar Campground, the paint looks quite new.
Jim Rogers and I worked from Nahmakanta Lean-to to Wadleigh Valley with axe, buck-saw, and
1 pr. of pruning shears on July 14. I took a Kodachrome picture of the spectacular and beautiful
Tumbledown Dick Falls from the plane today. These falls really should be made accessible to
A.T. travelers. On July 15, Rogers and I cleared from Prentiss Valley to near the 4 m. marker,
with 1 weeder, 1 pr. shears, then walked to Nahmakanta Camps. We listened for 30 minutes to
Mr. Schoppe’s troubles, while waiting for our plane.
July 16, I sawed out cross-logs and put up signs and A.T. markers from Joe Mary Mtn. Trail to
Antlers, then helped Rogers and Porter finish the clearing and painting of Potaywadjo Ridge
side-trail, most of which they had finished when I caught up. (They saw 2 bear, the first they had
ever seen, and were quite thrilled.)
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As of Sunday breakfast, Porter began to pay his own board by working for Mr. Haynes. For
maximum efficiency in use of the plane, a 2-man crew is best. We are actually getting ahead of
schedule with only 2 men, by eating breakfast at 6:30, flying to work, working until 4:30 or 5:00,
and being picked up near the end of the day’s work.
On Monday, July 18, we had fog and rain, so that we couldn’t fly, and it was stormy early. Jim
Rogers and I worked about ½ day with Mr. Haynes and his son, Sandy, and Roger Porter, on the
bridge at the west side of the island. This bridge was damaged by ice last winter and became
impassable. It is a log bridge about 250 ft. long, and was down in 2 places. Rogers and I cleared
the blue trail on into the camps from this bridge.
July 19. We landed at Wadleigh Valley and worked to Schoppe’s Camps, using 1 weeder and 1
pr. shears and axe, with not very much work needed beyond Wadleigh Farmsite. Finished at 3:00
P.M. and left all tools (except axe) to be picked up by Mr. Haynes. We walked thru to Rainbow
Dam to survey the work, and had Mr. Haynes pick us up at the dam. A few large logs only were
found, and these were too large to cut. We lacked a weeder at the dam.
July 20 was a long, hard day of mowing. Rogers walked thru using pruning shears in 2 ½ hours
from Schoppe’s to the dam, then worked back toward me with the weeder. We met at 12:30 for
lunch, then worked away from one another toward where we had left off. At 3:30 I finished, near
the 6 m. marker. I caught up with Jim and we walked on in to Rear’s by 5:15, removing only the
worst of the brush in 3 or 4 spots where the footway was a bit faint or obscured. We did no
mowing in last ¼ mi. below dam, because of appointment with plane, then we had to wait until
7:30 for Mt. Haynes, because of gusty weather.
July 21. Air too rough to land at Rainbow. We flew up, but couldn’t land. Rogers worked with
Mr. Haynes, Porter, and Sandy on the bridge. I have spent all day writing this letter, reports, and
a letter to Mrs. York.
Tomorrow and Saturday we will work on Sec. 2 between Rainbow Lake and the West Branch.
Monday and Tuesday we will finish to the West Branch, I hope, and Rogers and Porter will start
for Ohio. I am writing to Mrs. York to meet me at Kidney Pond at 4:30 P.M. next Wednesday.
This will give me a full day Wednesday to finish all work this side of the West Branch, with Mr.
Haynes perhaps helping me. Haynes can land me in Kidney Pond for $6 to $10, depending on
the route taken to get there.
In view of the fact that we are now more than 1 ½ weeks ahead of schedule, I should like to have
permission to spend a full week off at Katahdin, if you have no serious objection—it looks like a
fascinating mountain to me.
It is rumored that Mr. Rear is trying to sell his camps. He told me yesterday that he is losing
money on them. He also said that he does not like to have one-night customers. Furthermore,
“99% of the hikers passing thru are broke.” Rear seems to echo Schoppe.
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The .4 mile on White Cap was omitted because of lack of time on the last day, and the fact that
the paint was in good condition and the trail cleared and the additional fact that the ladies were to
be painting this summer right there. The painting was not done earlier because of rain.
July 21, 1949. George M. Rear, Owner, Rainbow Lake Camps, to Myron Avery.
Dear Mr. Avery:
Your long letter dated July 12 th received the 19 th. As you no doubt know we only get out to the
mail box on the main road once or twice a week hence the delay.
Co-incidental with the arrival of your letter your two young men who are doing the trail work
walked into camp from the dam to be picked up by Jasper Haines. And as they are now working
from the head of the lake to-ward the west branch I presume there is no reason to discuss further ,
the question of reduced rates.
It doesn’t seem that much saving could have been effected after paying airplane transportation
for these men.
I can find no fault with your desire to save money on the trail work. I can only regret that I was
and am unable to make any concession there-to.
I am not aware of the financial predicament of other camps but I do know Mr. Shultz went broke
here and I am not much better off. In two years I have not received fifty dollars gross business
from trail travelers. There is no doubt that a camp located like York's Camp on Daicey would get
a lot of mountain climbers who come for a few days to climb Mt. Katahdin and perhaps to them
the trail is a financial help. My interest is solely based on the fact that I believe the trail fills a
national need, and permits many people to enjoy the Great Outdoors who would otherwise be
unable to do so, and also perhaps adds to the walking habit that in America is so little practiced.
I can not but feel that the short cut you have employed by flying the men from Joe Mary is
having and will have effects (prejudicial). I know Mr. Schoppe at Namakanta Lake and myself
would have welcomed the business on a paying basis, and still felt honestly unable to accept it on
a reduced rate basis. Then too some feeling has been engendered to-ward Mr. Haines. Several of
the airplane bases are incensed at him for commercial flying with-out a licence, as well as for
cutting rates below mean operating expense.
These are factors that are perhaps not discernable at a distance, but living here I hear all the
stories willingly or not.
I will be happy to see you when you come thr'u in the fall. You will find Mr. Avery no lack of
cordial relations. I do reserve the right as you do to express my thoughts in any relationship I
may have. I do not gossip or spend time criticizing the trail people to others but feel that if I have
any complaint to make it should be addressed to you directly. None of the above is to is to be
taken in a spirit other than it is offered. Perhaps I am not a particularly diplomatic man and have
been confined to bed most of the time since March with a rather bad case of Gastric Ulcers. Add

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine – 1949 – Compiled by David Field – Page

138

to that the work that simply had to be done, the critical money situation and perhaps you may be
able to excuse a some what edgy disposition.
With reference to the situation last fall. I pointed out in my last letter that it was water under the
bridge. I was very busy and did not have time to make daily personal inspections nor to write
daily reports on progress. And would not be able to get mail out in the fall oftener than once a
week in any event. I had full confidence in the men and expected to leave the work in their
charge.
You ask if I have been over the trail from the foot of the lake to the west branch, and how would
travelers cross the river, and stated that the trail from Horse Race brook to the bridge was in bad
condition. I felt that clearing the trail from horse race to the bridge would be easier than from the
head of Rainbow to the same point. The growth is smaller and the route easier. The distance all
told is less also. The question of crossing the river is the same in either event. I believe there is
some talk of the state re-building the suspension bridge.
If there is any information I can provide regarding this area please feel free to write.
July 22, 1949. Richard Finley and Milton Anderson, Monson, Maine, to Myron Avery.
[Hand-written by Finley]
Here is our report for week of July 17
Monday – rain
Tuesday – 8 hrs
Wednesday – 8 hrs
Thursday – 8 hrs
Friday – rain.
Saturday – 8 hrs.
Total 32 hrs.
Monday – rain
Tuesday – raining slightly when we first started work but cleared off about 10. We worked our
way from the place where we had left off as far as where the trail crosses the Little Wilson.
Found the bushes very tall and thick in one place for about a quarter mile. Then it went into a
softwood ridge and there were just a few small firs and smaller bushes.
Wednesday – Are finding the trail much better going on the other side of the rigthaway [sic]. The
bushes are few but there are many blowdowns, large and small, across the trail. Worked almost
to the 9 mile marker.
Thursday – The trail conditions are practically the same. We came into a swamp which was quite
grassy with a few smaller bushes and a few blowdowns. In the afternoon we came into another
smaller swamp. This is where lumber camps were located but have fallen down now. There were
many large alders growing out over the trail.
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Friday – Rain
Saturday – Hit higher ground today and started downhill. Ran into thick bushes when we first
started downhill. They lasted for about 250 feet. We finished the rest of the trail as far as the
Watson Farm. Made the 5 mile stretch in 4 days. We have gone almost 9 miles from Little
Wilson to Monson in 9 days. We are planning to finish the work on Barren and paint as far as
Monson next week if we can find transportation. My car is broke so we’ll have to find other
means. Received your letters today. We have found mile markers 4, 5, 6, 8, 9, 12. We had to
leave a small stretch of raspberry bushes because of broken weeders. We have had them fixed
now. We have 3 pairs of unbroken shears. Micky broke the pair of shears that you brought from
Long Pond. It is alright to hold the checks back. I’d rather you would. Yes, we have painted to
Long Pond Stream Campsite. We used all the paint we had to get there. We will have to get more
paint before we start painting. The brown that was wrapped in a package had all leaked out.
July 22, 1949. William S. Silsby. Law Offices of William S. Silsby, Union Trust Co.
Building, Ellsworth, Maine, to Jean Stephenson.
Dear Miss Stephenson:
Thank you for your favor of the 5th instant re State of Maine Legislative Research Committee
study of Baxter State Park situation.
For your information the Research Committee voted at its last meeting to convene September
20th, next at which time I presume we will consider and make assignments in all matters for
public hearing.
In the event a hearing is had upon the Baxter State Park situation, I will give you proper notice in
order that you may have opportunity to be heard.
If you desire further information at any time do not hesitate to write me.
July 22, 1949. Forest Commissioner A. D. Nutting to Myron Avery.
Dear Mr. Avery:
I have received your letter of July 16 concerning the cable bridge across the west branch of the
Penobscot. I am sending the additional copies on to Supervisors Robert G. Hutton and Robert E.
Pendleton. After getting their reactions I will take it up with Mr. Greaton and the Governor if he
thinks it advisable.
I believe the work on Bigelow has progressed much better with a second crew. I urged them to
do the same things you suggested to Mr. Hutton--to push the trail through and make it passable,
and if there was any time left to make improvements. We put one of our wardens on to do the job
because it seemed necessary. He was not anxious but finally agreed to do it. I hope the job will
prove reasonably satisfactory. At least we have done the best we could.
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{Copy Mr. Clark, Mr. Reeves, Mr. Sawyer, Miss Park, Mr. Harold Dyer}
July 23, 1949. Myron Avery to George H. Fernald, General Counsel, Boston and Albany
Railroad Co., South Station Building, Boston, Massachusetts.
Dear Mr. Fernald:
At last, we are bringing the revision of Map No. 4 to a conclusion. We are making, as I told you,
extensive changes in the region with which you are familiar. I have endeavored to plot in the
Trail from Penobscot Pond to Muskrat Meadows. In addition, I have tried to correct the shape of
Muskrat Ponds. For the latter, I have used the Township map of the Great Northern Paper
Company. The shape of Wadleigh Pond strikes me as being a little in error and the location of
the inlet and the private camps do not seem quite right.
We have time to make corrections before the map is printed and, accordingly, I wanted to place
in your hands this advance proof with the request that you trace on it any corrections which you
find should be made. This will insure us a more accurate product.
Our Trail crew has reopened the closed section between White Cap and Yoke Ponds. This crew
has now reached the West Branch of the Penobscot, so that the Trail in this area should be in
excellent shape. I am planning on going through to check conditions within the next two weeks. I
still hope one of these days to find myself at Penobscot Pond.
Enclosure: Proof Map No. 4
July 23, 1949. Jimmy Swain, Buck Horn Camps, to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Mr. Avery:
Yesterday, Rogers and I took the bucksaw and axe through from Rainbow Lake to
Nesowadnehunk the head of Cable Bridge, removing the most serious obstacles, insofar as we
were able. There is much work to be done there yet. The paint blazes are by no means too close
together except for the Joe Mary Mts. Trail, this is as bad as anything we have seen thus far.
Today the high winds (which are continuing even now, at 12:15 A.M. Sunday) made flying too
risky. Mr. Haynes and J. Rogers built a new bridge across Cooper Brook on the Joe Mary Mtn.
Trail. I worked with the weeder on the trail to the N. W. end of the island, and tonight I have
been finishing the trail reports. I am holding the Section 3 until I am sure that we are through
with it.
If the wind dies down, Rogers and I will spend the 24th, Sunday, clearing the south shore of
Rainbow Lake, which is rather fouled up.
Monday we will use pruning shears from the head of Rainbow northward. Mr. Haynes may work
with us that day with his axe. Rogers is definitely leaving on Tuesday morning. I will get Haynes
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to work with me thereafter. If the weather changes, we will probably finish Section 2 to the
bridge by Wednesday or Thursday afternoon.
A fire started at Ambejejus today, and we can save you board bills by working on the fire, if the
wind doesn’t go down. The fire traveled a mile in about 2 hrs. after it started! We have seen a lot
of smoke from the camps here.
I hope to find time to paint the new blue trail from here to the G.N.P. storehouse, clear it, and put
up signs.
It now seems likely that I will leave here next Monday morning for Daicey Pond. Mr. Haynes
may be able to land on Nesowadnehunk Deadwater, in which case I could walk through the trail
to Daicey Pond. Otherwise he can land at Kidney Pond, with special permission of park officials,
or he can drive me up there. I will send a letter to Mrs. York in the next mail.
Mr. Francis Nipp (Class D member ATC) and Mrs. Nipp stopped here last night. They are
travelling thru from Daicey to Monson, and I asked them to send Miss Stephenson an account of
their trip. They used the Nesowadnehunk-Rainbow Trail. Mr. Rear forgot to meet them, and they
sat in the thunder showers all night!
P.S. Sunday. Too windy to work today!
July 24, 1949. Jean Stephenson to Fred W. Chadwick, West Branch Ponds Camps,
Kokadjo, Maine.
Dear Mr. Chadwick:
Miss Giller and I have now completed our plans for our trip to Maine the end of August.
Although we will have to cut it a little shorter than we had planned, we will be able to leave here
on August 30th. This means that we will arrive in Greenville on Wednesday, August 31, coming
from Bangor on Haseys Maine Stages, which arrives about 2:30 P.M. I have not yet discovered
whether this is Standard time or Daylight Saving time, but I expect you know whether the
Bangor bus gets in at 2:30 or 3:30 your time.
Please meet us at that bus. We will want you to take us to your camps.
We plan on staying at your camps until the morning of Monday, September 5th. Unless the
weather is too bad or something happens, we expect to leave that morning and walk thru to Yoke
Ponds. We will, however, want to arrange for you or some of your guests who are going out to
take our duffle into Kokadjo, where it can be picked up from Yoke Ponds, as we do not want to
carry a heavy load thru on the Trail. That should cause no difficulty, as Monday is Labor Day
and there will undoubtedly be someone driving out from your camp.
On the day we leave, Monday, Sept. 5th, we will want you to have us driven over the 2.2 miles
to the Trail crossing at Third West Branch Pond, and maybe the additional mile where the road
crosses the Trail still farther toward Yoke Ponds. I do not have your letter before us just now, but
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I remember I wrote of it earlier and Mrs. Chadwick quoted a satisfactory price in her reply. I
understand that your rates are $6.00 a day each, which also is satisfactory. As you can see from
the above, Miss Giller and I expect to be there from the afternoon of Wednesday, August 31st, to
during the day, Monday, Sept. 5th (and will want a packed lunch that day), or 5 days.
I am checking on the supplies there, for we will be doing some Trail work, and may have sent in
some signs which we will put up, and some paint. When they come, just put them with the other
supplies belonging to the Appalachian Trail Conference. We will also send a box containing
packs, etc., as we will be traveling light on the train.
I think this covers everything. We are looking forward to being at your camps again and to
seeing you all.
July 24, 1949. Jean Stephenson to Keith Skillin, Yoke Pond Camps, Kokadjo, Maine.
Dear Mr. Skillin:
You probably know from Mr. Berry and Mr. Avery that from time to time members of the clubs
interested in maintaining The Appalachian Trail combine a work trip with a vacation in the
Maine Woods, and spend a few days at the several sporting camps on the Trail. This year we
have no large work trip, but several of us expect to continue the usual practice. Last Summer,
Miss Sadye Giller and I spent some time at the camps along the Trail and re-painted the Trail
from White Cap south almost to the end of the Barren-Chairback Range.
This year, she and I wish to continue the work north. Fortunately, it has been possible to have a
work crew in there, and the Trail has been put in good condition, so that we can paint the
sections which the crew was unable to cover, or to re-paint sections they could only partially do.
We will be at First West Branch Pond (Chadwick’s) first.
Our present plan is to leave there on Monday, September 5th (Labor Day) and walk thru to your
Camps, arriving in time for the evening meal. We will want to stay at your camps until the
morning of Friday, September 9th, when we will leave (with a packed lunch) to walk thru to
Haynes Buckhorn Camps. That morning, we would want you to take us down the Kokadjo-B
Pond Road to where the Trail leaves it, so as to save that much road-walking, and get us started
that much earlier.
There is one more point about which I would like to inquire. Neither Miss Giller nor I like to
carry heavy loads. When we come over from Chadwick’s, I think we can arrange to have our
duffle taken out to Kokadjo. As it is Labor Day, and some of your guests will probably be
leaving, will it be possible for you to have someone pick up the stuff at Kokadjo and bring it in
to your Camps?
I will appreciate it if you will write me promptly, giving me your rates and telling me whether
you will be able to accommodate us on the dates and along the lines mentioned above.
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Prior to the War I spent some little time, on a number of visits at Yoke Ponds, and enjoyed it
very much. 1 am glad that I am now able to resume my visits to Maine, and continue my work
along the Trail. Not the least of the things I am looking forward to is the opportunity of again
visiting Yoke Ponds.
July 24, 1949. Myron Avery to Forest Supervisor Robert Hutton.
Dear Mr. Hutton:
This is a hasty note to tell you that I will be back in your territory next week.
Mr. Seymour Smith and I arrive by bus at Monson on Saturday July 30th. We check the
Monson-Blanchard work that day. On July 31st we check between Monson and Little Wilson.
Whether we go to Moxie Pond depends on what I learn the trail crew has done in getting from
Blanchard to Moxie Mtn. Dam and if the warden had done his work on the A.T. I will call you
from Monson some time.
If we go to Moxie Pond, we will need stay on Monday August 1st at the fire tower. We will have
our food (K-rations) and need a place to sleep only. Can you have the Chief Warden tell the
lookout that we will get in on Monday afternoon, August first? I don’t have this year’s Directory
and I am not sure but suppose Martin is still the warden at Caratunk.
Copy John W. Clark, South Windham, Maine.
July 24, Myron Avery to James B. Swain, Care of Buckhorn Camps, Millinocket, Maine.
Dear Jimmie:
This unnumbered letter follows in sequence the communication which sent two letters to you at
Buckhorn. (dictated by telephone).
Work instructions have gone to you at Daicey to cover the White Cap to Barren Section( Part 2).
The costs are way beyond our plans and it is necessary for you to do all you can to keep the
remaining costs low if the job is to be finished.
Miss Park will be away from 1 August to 15 August so no bills will be paid that time. In fact if
you send her any more special delivery orders which arrive at midnight she may suggest you
drop the Gaellic lessons for more prompt correspondence.
I am starting to check the work next Friday. I will get to Monson Saturday. I shall spend 2 or 4
days there, then by plane start in from Third West Branch. We will stop at Yoke, Buckhorn (2),
Nahmakanta , Rainbow and reach Daicey. I have timed this with the idea that you will have
finished to Katahdin when I arrive. {Mr. Seymour Smith will be with me.}
So we can check it you had better put the Katahdin painting first on your schedule after arriving
at Daicey. That is the painting to the summit from Katahdin Stream. Remember this is a show
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section and must look good. You know about the problem of too many blazes near the summit
cairn. Then you can do your clearing. From the Bridge to Nesowadnahunk stream is ingrown
with bushes.
You will go right ahead with your schedule and ignore my getting in. If we make contact fine. If
you finish I will learn from the Yorks where you are etc.
Tell Mr. Haynes about my plans. I will walk into his camp from Yoke but will fly to Mahar
Landing the next day and come back to his camp. I am writing him.
P.S.: Signs are being mailed to me at Rainbow. If you get them put them up and leave a note
there as to what you have done.
Copy to Swain at Yorks.
PART II
TRAIL CREW WORK INSTRUCTIONS
WHITE CAP MOUNTAIN TO RAYTOWN – ELLIOTSVILLE TOWNLINE
ON BARREN-CHARIBACK RANGE
It will be necessary to advise Earl W. Perham, Chairback Mountain Camps, Brownville Junction,
Maine, of arrival time. If trip is made by train or automobile, Mr. Perham has to come to Milo to
furnish transportation by automobile via Katahdin Iron Works to the Camps. If the return is made
to West Branch Ponds and the Trail worked from White Cap south, the transportation problems
are eliminated.
The major task is repainting from the summit of White Cap to where the Trail comes into the
West Branch Tote-road (from Perhams to the latter point was painted by Miss Stephenson two
years ago. Note the Trail data.) Where the A.T. uses the Forest Service Trail, the maintenance is
left to the Forest Service and there is no clearing done. There is a section of about a mile where
the Trail turns west from the Forest Service Trail and crosses Hay Brook, which involves
considerable clearing. There are alders on the Brook. The best procedure would be to take food
and paint from West Branch and spend the night at the fire-warden's cabin. He should to paid a
small amount for accommodations. The next day you should paint toward the Tote-road. Due to
the open road, it should be possible to cover the entire distance, as this has been previously done,
and then walk in to the Chairback Mountain Camps. It would be a matter then of returning to
clear the mile of Trail where there is down timber and it would require a couple of days.
The work from Chairback Mountain Camps is clearing only. Clear intensively from where the
Trail leaves East Chairback Pond. This is primarily weeder work and the lumbering has made for
a dense growth of small bushes, birches, etc. The Trail data will need to studied since the tractor
road and Perham's blue blazed side trails afford easy access to the main ridge which can be
worked in sections. We do not intend to do any clearing on the tractor road and the blue-blazed
trail would tbe opened only to the extent of making it not too difficult to travel. The blue blazed
trail on Chairback Mountain can be gone over to make sure that it is clear. We can devote about
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a week to doing what is possible to clear out the worst of the growth on the Barren-Chairback
Range.
I painted with the Monson crew from the Raytown-Elliotsville Line west. From Dore's side trail
to the Townline there has been no lumbering.
We expect that Francis Haley will put blue paint on the missing 1/3 mile of Dore’s side trail but,
on leaving Perhams', you could go by boat to Haley's and go up the blue blaze side trail and then
west toward Townline just to be sure there is no difficulty. You could leave Haley's by the Toteroad or by continuing out over the Barren-Chairback Range. Transportation has to be obtained
from Monson at Bodfish Farm. Cars can come to where the Trail meets the St. Regis road. Hasey
stage lines from Greenville go through Monson.
You would arrange to pay Haley's Camps for the day or two that you might be there.
We do not propose to do any work on the Gulf Hagas side trail.
To summarize: Three (3) days to repaint and renew between White Cap and Pleasant River Toteroad. Approximately a week clearing from Perhams to Dore’s side trail. A couple of days at
Dore's to make sure that the upper portion of the side trail is repainted and to get rid of any
growth between the side trail and the Raytown Line. There will be no painting (except the blue
paint on the unpainted upper l/3 of a mile on Dore’s side trail) after you reach the Pleasant River
Tote-road.
There has been shipped in to me at Perham’s the sign for the public campsite at the crest of the
Chairback-Colnmbus gap. This is Sign No. 129. If possible, a rough fireplace should be set up at
the sign. It will probably be necessary to go down toward Big Houston Camps for about 50 yards
toward the water in order to find something which can serve.
The Trail date and maps should be studied to got an appreciation of the area. We minimize
clearing from Long Pond to East Chairback Pond because of the local travel. Many of the small
conifers are best yanked out.
*****
There is another sign matter to be cared for on the trip to White Cap. Signs 95 and 96 have been
mailed to me at Perhams. They are the signs for a campsite just where the trail coming south
turns away from White Brook in the eroded area on the bank of the brook. Signs should be put
up to indicate the site and a rough fireplace put together. Use galvanized nails for signs and leave
1/4 inch protruding. The site is right at the edge of the brook.
cc: Miss Marion Park
July 24, 1949. Myron Avery to Richard Finley, Monson, Maine. AIR MAIL
Dear Finley:
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Because of other developments I am not able to wait until you get all your work done before
coming up to Monson.
Mr. Seymour Smith of Watertown, Conn. and I will arrive in Monson on the bus that gets in at
9:55 A.M. daylight time Saturday July 30. That day we will cover between Monson and
Blanchard and the next day from Monson to Little Wilson Campground. I hope you were able to
get a lot done last week and can work steadily this week in order to finish clearing and painting
from Little Wilson to Blanchard., Let the rest of Barren and panting from barren to Little Wilson
go until later.
We may go on to Moxie Pond. See if you can find out if the Camps there are open.
We want you to meet us Saturday and have the wheel. I am sending a small package to myself in
care of your grandfather. On Saturday I suppose your car will be running so we can go to
Blanchard and come back to Monson.
Please call Earley’s Camps at Willimantic and tell them that Mr. Smith and I will be there for
supper Saturday night. We will see later about Sunday night.
Don’t send any more bills until after I get back here about the 15th of August.
From Monson or Moxie we are going on the trail north from Yoke Ponds.
Try to get as much work done as you can before we arrive.
We will want you to plan to go with us over the Monson-Little Wilson section so we can discuss
the work.
Meet us at the bus on Saturday.
Copy Regular Mail
July 24, 1949. Myron Avery to Junior York, Daicey Pond.
Dear Junior:
I was glad to get your letter.
I used to be a fisherman and if I have many more things like the cable bridge dropping I am
going back to it.
Am coming north in August rather than in September. Seymour Smith of Watertown, Conn. and
I are leaving Bangor July 30th. We spend two days at Monson going toward Moxie Pond;
uncertain feature is that we may put in 4. Then Yoke, Middle Joe Merry (2), Nahmakanta,
Rainbow and Daicey. There is the further chance of a lay-over day en route. This means we may
get in on the 6th or 8th.
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We will have to get word to you to get set across the river. Will telegraph from Rainbow.
I am sorry to be indefinite but this is advance notice. If we strike a full Camp, you can feed us
and rush us off to Millinocket. Otherwise we will be staying around a couple of days.
Will get word to you from Rainbow. Will set time in telegram and watch for you from the bridge
unless you get there early and come upstream.
July 24, 1949. Myron Avery to Harold Dyer, Baxter State Park.
Dear Hal:
This is just a hasty note to say that I am coming north to check on the trail work of the two crews.
Seymour Smith ( A.M.C.) Watertown, Conn. and I.
Starting at Monson on the 30th and checking toward Moxie than coming east from Yoke.
Hope to hit Daicey around the 6th or 8th. Have told Junior I will telegraph him in order to get set
across the river.
I shall try to see you If you are at Togue. Expect to stay around a couple of days.
I am anxious to get into Trout 8Book to check on the roads etc. I suppose you haven’t made your
trip there yet. Probably out of question to try it this time but I hope I can get some time after
Labor Day and that you will be free then.
July 24, 1949. Myron Avery to Folsoms Flying Service, Greenville, Maine.
Dear Sirs:
About a month ago 1 talked with one of your operators about being flown in to strike The
Appalachian Trail and was told that you could land at Third West Branch Pond.
I will want to make this from either Monson or Moxie Pond on either August 1st or August 3rd,
in the early morning.
1 will be in Monson on July 30th and 31st and will call you for final arrangements. If this
schedule offers any trouble, please send me a letter to Monson, in care of Harry Davis, Monson,
Maine.
There will be another man with me.
July 24, 1949. Myron Avery to:
Keith Skillin, Yoke Pond Camps, Kokadjo, Maine
Jasper Haynes, Buckhorn Camps, Millinocket, Maine
Frank Schoppe, Nahmakanta Lake Camps, Millinocket, Maine
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George Rear, Rainbow Lake Camps, Kokadjo, Maine
Dear Sirs:
To save stenographic labor, I am writing a joint letter to advise you of the trip which Mr.
Seymour Smith of Watertown, Conn., and I are making to check on the Appalachian Trail in
Maine and when we expect to be at your Camps.
We are starting at Monson on Saturday, July 30th. Our plans are uncertain and I do not know
whether we will need spend two or four days there checking the work and Trail west to Moxie
Pond before we start north.
Coming north we shall start from Third West Branch Pond (getting there by plane) on either
August 1st or 3rd (it depends on the time spent on the western link).
This means the following schedule:
August 1 0r 3. Reach Yoke Ponds (arrive for evening meal).
“
2 or 4. Reach Buckhorn (arrive for evening meal). We shall walk thru from Yoke to
Buckhorn Camps, expecting that Mr. Skillin can set us by his jeep down the Kokadjo-B
Pond Road to save 3 miles.
“
3 or 5. Go to Mahar Landing and walk back to Buckhorn Camps
“
4 or 6. Reach Nahmakanta. (Arrive for evening meal). We will walk from the Mahar
Landing thru to Nahmakanta Camps and will not need to be met at the foot of the lake.
“
5 or 7. Reach Rainbow Lake Camps (arrive for evening meal).
From Rainbow we will go on to Katahdin.
There is a chance, of course, that a lay-over day or other happening might change our schedule.
We will try to telegraph our arrival date to each camp but, if we cannot, I trust that at this time of
the season, the Camps will not be too much filled up so that the uncertainty as to the exact date
of our arrival will not cause any difficulty.
On copy to Rainbow Lake Camps: P.S. A package of signs to go up is being mailed to me at
your camp, together with another small package.
cc: Seymour R. Smith
July 25, 1949. H. A. Stevens, Ass’t. Manager Sales, Hardware Department, Henry Disston
& Sons, Inc., Philadelphia, 35, Penn. to Myron Avery.
Dear Mr. Avery:
We are forwarding by parcel post today, one pair of #4 Lopping Shears with extended handles,
as manufactured for your organization. In line with your suggestions we have mounted the
handles in a different manner and we trust that these will now prove satisfactory.
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It might interest you to know that our Engineers have advised us that the Shears are being
subjected to very extreme use— for which they were not designed. It is felt, however, that with
this type handle and mounting the Shears will now be serviceable and meet your requirements.
We are returning these Shears on a No Charge basis. We anticipate that you may experience
some difficulties in the future with the Shears as originally manufactured. In view of this, we
have gotten together cost figures so that should you experience breakage in the handles you will
be in a position to make the repairs in the field, thereby saving considerable time. These figures
are:
Handles
Bolts and Nuts
Clamps

$35.00 per
100
.65 per 100
2.30 per 100

We will be pleased to render you service by furnishing these items at the above mentioned prices,
which represent our cost.
We have received the two pair of the #1 Lopping Shears with extended handles and find that it is
impossible to repair the one pair. We, therefore, ask your disposition of this merchandise. We
find that it was possible to repair the other pair for the nominal sum of $1.20. If you will forward
us your check in this amount we will be pleased to forward the Shears immediately. We await
your reply.
cc: Mr. Henry N. Woolman
Copies sent to: Mr. Harris Shettel, Roy Fairfield, John W. Clark, Jean Stephenson
July 25, 1949. Myron Avery to George Rear, Rainbow Lake Camps.
Dear Mr. Rear:
I have received, today, your letter of July 21st.
I have already written that I expect to be passing through Rainbow during the first half of August.
I see no point in continuing any discussion of the matter except to say that I would have
preferred that each Camp obtain whatever advantage there was in having the Trail crew based
there. You say that you can find no fault with our desire to save money on the Trail work. I can
assure you that the arrangements which were worked out with Mr. Haynes produced substantial
savings. Further, it avoided the very difficult problem of favoritism—that is, some Camps
cooperating on the reduced basis and others obtaining the benefit of Trail work and the profit of
handling the crews at the established rates. Our problems were greatly increased by the delay in
hearing both from you and Mr. Schoppe. Since you are obviously in contact with him, you are at
liberty to pass on these observations.

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine – 1949 – Compiled by David Field – Page

150

I further think that I should make clear that there was no suggestion in Miss Stephenson's
correspondence of personal inspection last year. She did think—and I agree—that a statement as
to where the men worked and what they said they accomplished could be furnished so that we
would know the returns for the very substantial amount involved.
The closing of Antlers Camps on Middle Joe Mary Lake added greatly to the problems of the
Trail crew. Without the arrangements with Mr. Haynes (who obtains no benefit from the Trail)
the project might well have had to be suspended.
I might say that we (the Appalachian Trail Conference) has up with the State authorities the
matter of rebuilding the cable bridge or providing a substitute method of travel.
I am sorry to learn of your ill condition and I regret that financial outcome has not been to your
satisfaction. I have wondered of late whether the Maine sporting camp business is not passing
through an era of change.
P.S.: Whatever prejudice or feeling may have developed from the procedure which the Trail
crew worked out with Mr. Haynes on finding Antlers closed and no word from Rainbow or
Nahmakanta, there is one problem I will not have to face. We have paid the $3 rate from West
Branch to the Penobscot. I will not have to explain why we paid more to others than we did to
those who felt disposed to work with us. Were the situation reversed I think you might feel
entitled to equal treatment and an additional payment. I fear that we could not have done
anything without some dissatisfaction somewhere.
cc: Miss Jean Stephenson, Miss Marion Park
July 25, 1949. Invoice from Williams & Heintz Co., 220 Eye Street, Washington 2, D.C.
Our Job. No. 3948
Sold to Maine Appalachian Trail Club, 4531-45th Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. Att’n: Mr. M.
Avery
Preparatory work – Appalachian Trail Map

$154.00

{7/28 Mr. Godfrey’s quotation: $139 to print 1,000 includes set of negatives. $56 to print [??].
$12 cost of composite [?]. Total $361.}
July 25, 1949. O. A. Sawyer, Manager of Woodlands, Hollingsworth & Whitney Company,
Waterville, Maine, to Myron Avery.
Dear Mr. Avery:
This acknowledges yours of the 6th relative to the Appalachian Trail. Our cuttings will
eventually continue south along the westerly slope of White Cap Mountain and across the trail,
but we do not know just when, whether the coming year, or just when in the future. We refer to
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the new road as the Griswold road, but for you purpose West Branch Ponds road would probably
be more easily understood.
{J.S.: Return on August 15th. Try to work out with Chadwicks arrangements under which they
will tell us of this cutting. Send copy to Clark.}
July 25, 1949. Hal Dyer, Supervisor, Baxter State Park, to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Myron:
I have gone over the enclosed map several different times and the main error that I have noted is
the location of the town lines. In most instances, these town lines are not correct.
We have been following the Legislative Research Committee. I was very interested in the copy
of Senator Barnes’ speech. Had heard the talk about the matter shortly after it all came to a head.
I don’t expect much to come of it.
We opened the Abol Trail this spring. I think I wrote you in that regard back in May or June.
We have started setting up the Roaring Brook job and expect to start construction August 8th.
I made several notes on the Katahdin slide collection and the following slides should have their
titles corrected to read:
K-154
K-146
K-158
K-147
K-59

Traveler Mtn. from Basin—Chimney Pond Trail
Air plane shot
Turner Mtn.
Air plane shot
Cathedral Trail

I have enclosed the Amer. Express slip showing prepaid shipping charges of $3. {8/21
remittance sent by Park.}
I am looking forward to your visit in September and hope that nothing upsets your plans.
Hal: I will appreciate your treating this information as confidential as far as our friends in Boston
are concerned. M.H.A. (Attached to Mr. Dyer’s letter.)
July 25, 1949. Lawson Reeves to Myron Avery.
Dear Myron:
In answer to your memo of 21 inst. I rec’d the three signs from Mr. Pryor.
Re: the truck road on the north side of Saddleback Mt. Sorry but I cannot give you anything
definite on it. Mr. Cy Kennison, of Hunter Cove Camps, where the ski tow is, told me they were
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trying to get the state to develop a winter sports center on Saddleback Mt. It was then that he told
me of this new road. This is further east and higher up on the mountain than the old Beech Hill
Road. At the bottom of the page I am drawing a rough sketch map of this area as taken from the
Rangeley Lakes Publicity map. I believe that this road follows the old lumber road to Midway
Pond. This road was bulldozed in 1948 I believe, and is passable by truck and car. If such is the
case it would make a much shorter approach higher upon the mountain for work crews for that
section of the trail. Some of the natives could give you the straight dope on this. I cannot say
how near the trail the cutting is, but evidently it is still some distance. There is not much cutting
being done this year as pulp business is very bad.
A month ago I had a letter from Mr. Shairer asking if I would accept a directorate in the Maine
Appalachian Trail Club. I have not heard anything further from him or anyone else in this matter.

July 26, 1949. Myron Avery to James Swain, York’s Twin Pine Camps, Millinocket, Maine.
Dear Jimmie:
The enclosed is in reply to a letter written taking decided exception to the by-passing of
Nahmakanta and Rainbow and saying that the action will have a prejudicial effect on the Trail.
Also complaining of Haynes and saying that the costs of your flying operation were above their
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rates etc. I do not know the Conferences standing with Chadwicks now but no word has come
from there.
I hope you carried out my express directions to tell these camps that you would not be there. If
not they would have cause for complaint.
I also hope that you did not overlook the express limitation on the use of the plane. We approved
the rate for one trip daily NOT both ways. Thus we expressly made clear that we were not going
to pay for two trips daily and that the $4 rate was a daily rate and not to be incurred several times
each day. If Haynes worked with you from Rainbow, presumably there was no problem. If he
didn't I assume--in view of the fact I had no word from you--that an agreement was worked out
to keep the rate to the $4 daily charge.
You landed in a sort of storm center on this deal as perhaps you have already picked up by now-if you have talked to many people up there.
I have hoped to have before I left your section reports and an account of conditions.
Copy Miss Marion H. Park
July 27, 1949. Myron Avery to H. A. Stevens, Henry Disston & Sons.
Dear Mr. Stevens:
Thank you for your letter of July 25th, which I have read with interest.
1 shall be away from Washington for a couple of weeks and I am, consequently obliged to reply
to your letter without the benefit of observing the repaired pruning shears. I have, however,
considerable doubt as to whether the change in the method of mounting the handle will solve the
problem. We have said that the difficulty is in the taper near the end of the handle and the
reduction of the diameter of the handle.
I wish you would check your records to see whether Mr. Fairfield forwarded to you the broken
pair or if you only received from us one of the new type. I, by reason of the suggestion that Mr.
Fairfield had not sent on the pair, forwarded one type from Washington.
I note the quotation for new handles. What is the smallest quantity you will furnish of uniform
diameter? Can you supply handles in lots of 25?
I note your suggestion that you will send forward the repaired pair of the former type when we
remit $1.20. I think that Disston deserves some good-natured chiding on this point. We sent you
several hundred dollars as advance payment for this order. To expedite matters, I enclose the
$1.20 and request that you send the shears by parcel post (not by express) to Mr. Francis Haley,
Mountain View Camps, Monson, Maine. If there is a postage charge of a few cents, we assure
you that it will be remitted and you will not need to have the item go forward C.O.D., or held for
further remittance.
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We wish you would convey to your engineer the fact that while the old type of shears was
subjected to a use for which the shears were not designed, they practically constructed the
Appalachian Trail. (See the July, 1949 issue of Reader's Digest and the August, 1949 issue of
National Geographic.)
I shall be obliged for your advices as to the manner in which we can obtain the handles.
Copy furnished:
Henry A. Woolman 132 St. Georges Road Ardmore, Pennsylvania
Prof. Roy F. Fairfield
Enclosure:
Check for $1.20
July 27, 1949. Myron Avery to Assessor, District of Columbia, Washington, D.C.
{Letter April 7, 1945, Bus. Int. Revenue not furnished to DC Assessor.}
Dear Sir:
This communication is written by way of further explanation of the activities of the Maine
Appalachian Trail Club., Inc., in support of the affidavit for exemption filed by the semi-public
institutions claiming exemption from the District of Columbia Sales and Use Tax under the
District of Columbia Revenue Act of 1949.
This communication makes reference, for the nature of The Appalachian Trail, to the claim for
exemption under this date filed on behalf of the Appalachian Trail Conference.
This letter is primarily by way of explanation as to how any activities related to the State of
Maine are carried on in the District of Columbia.
The Maine Appalachian Trail Club is one of the organizations affiliated with the Appalachian
Trail Conference. It has been found to be a matter of convenience to have publications for the
entire Trail available at Washington, since many inquiries are received by the Trail Conference
rather than by the local maintaining groups. As indicated in the Appalachian Trail Conference
Publication No. 17, copies of Guide to the Appalachian Trail in Maine and other similar
publications are available for sale at Washington. The sale of these publications constitutes the
activity of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club which might be thought to be within the scope of
the District of Columbia Sales and Use Tax act.
Guide to the Appalachian Trail in Maine and other publications issued by the Club are of the
same nature as the publications of the Appalachian Trail Conference and are issued for the same
reason, in order that they may be available to users of the Appalachian Trail. The sale of the
publications is necessary in order to provide funds for replacement. All activities of the Maine
Appalachian Trail Club are volunteered, and are semi-public in nature.
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For the reasons advanced, the Maine Appalachian Trail Club, Inc., respectfully submits that it
should be found to be exempt from the provisions of the District of Columbia Sales and Use Tax
under the District of Columbia Revenue Act of 1949.
Myron H. Avery
Overseer of Trails
Maine Appalachian Trail Club, Inc.
1916 Sunderland Place, N.W., Washington, D.C. and Augusta, Maine
Yes

Maine

October 18, 1939
To maintain a portion of The Appalachian Trail, namely, 253 miles of The Appalachian Trail
existing in the State of Maine.
July 27, 1949. Dare to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Mr. Avery:
Attached is a hurried Vandyke composite print of your map. Please check it over; you will note
that we have screened the water as some of the type was on the blue board. The subdued tone is
the blue—darker tone the black. Call me with your questions. We added the single line border.
P.S. Screening the water blue is our idea. We felt the type should be stronger so it could be read.
Looks good to me except for some minor type adjustments.
July 27, 1949. Myron Avery to Richard Finley, Monson, Maine.
Dear Finley:
I received to-day your letter about your work during the week of July 17th. I hope you get the
Monson-Little Wilson section painted and Blanchard-Monson cleared so we can check it. I am
glad to see that you got the Monson-Bodfish Farm area finally cleared.
On transportation we will be all right. Plans have changed. My car will meet us at Bangor
Saturday morning—the 30th and we will come up that way leaving Bangor at 7:39. We shall
come to your grandfather’s house. We want you to be available to go with us.
We will have transportation both days and can use the car to get paint from Greenville.
You did not say if the measuring wheel had arrived. If not, check on it for we must have it for
both days. Have too a small can of paint and we will paint in the missing mile numerals. I am
anxious to have you repaint the markings in Monson before I get there so we can see if they are
right. I went over it with Anderson.
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Please call Earley’s Camps and say there will be four of us and we will want two cabins for
Saturday and Sunday nights.
I am sending another pair of shears to Long Pond.
SEYMOUR: JEANETTE AND HAL will meet us at the Bangor station at 7:30 daylight
Saturday morning. Otherwise plans the same.
July 27, 1949. Myron Avery to Earley’s Camps, Willimantic, Maine. {Air Mail}
Dear Mrs. Nesbit:
I had asked Richard Finley in Monson to tell you that Mr. Seymour Smith and I would be at your
camps on Saturday 30th.
Plans have changed and there will be four of us. Mrs. Avery and my younger boy. We will arrive
in time for dinner Saturday night and stay through Sunday night too. Will you please save two
small cabins for two each.
We did not expect to get back quite so soon.
July 27, 1949. Myron Avery to Francis Haley, Mountain View Camps, Monson, Maine.
Dear Francis:
I wrote you, sending you the trail data, and telling you that the blue paint was sent forward. {I
assume both were received.}
I have in mind your wish to have returned to the Appalachian Trail cache a pair of pruning shears.
The pair which I took with me was broken by the trail crew. I am arranging to have sent, to add
to the Appalachian Trail cache, by parcel post from the Henry Disston & Sons Company, another
pair to take the place of the other pair. I hope you can put the shears to good use
Let me know of any developments in this area.
July 28, 1949. Extract from letter from Murray H. Stevens to M. H. Avery.
"Last Sunday I went up to Lake Celeste to try to settle the relocation around the west and north
side of the swamp between Wegel’s place and Lake Celeste. There were six other owners
involved beside Mr. Golberg who developed the property. After two hours scouting and talking
two men still held out and wouldn't let us cross their land. Since their land ran right down to the
swamped [sic] we were completely blocked. I then checked on the last possibility and went north
of Lake Celeste. There I found the perfect set-up. From the old mile stone on the boat road there
are fields with a stone wall and large trees for blazing leading due east to the brook feeding the
Lake. There I found a bridge and directly beyond a series of wood roads ran uphill in woods to
connect with the A.T. By continuing the A.T. west of the road, north on its old location to enter
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the road opposite the Lake Celeste grounds, instead of Wegel's, there will be approximately 1 ¼
mile of road walking but mostly in shade with little traffic. The woods roads can be easily
cleared and will require much less maintenance than the previous trail. I estimate that the total
distance will be increased about 1/4 mile. The entire new trail located on private property is on
land belonging to a Dr. Dubos. He is a swell guy and much interested in the A.T. Said that he
found the land he has built on by walking the A.T. and has always wanted to do something for
us.”
(Note from M.H.A. Send Stevens some publications with a note to give them to Dubos.)
July 28, 1949. Telegram from Robert Hutton to Myron Avery.
UNABLE TO GET CREW STARTED MOXIE TRAIL BEFORE AUGUST 1 DUE TO
INJURY BIGELOW CREW FINISHED YESTERDAY
July 28, 1949, Myron Avery to John W. Clark.
Dear Mr. Clark:
Your very interesting letter of July 26th arrived just as I was leaving. Consequently, I can reply
only briefly.
I have no knowledge of the ski trail. I do recall that you and I saw what seemed to be cutting for
this purpose. I would have spoken of it had I known of it.
I suggest that we should follow this through and find the parties responsible and clarify the
situation. I think you could best do this by forwarding a copy of your letter to Helon Taylor and
asking him to determine who did the work. Then the matter should be taken up officially with
that group. One should point out that they have moved in on the Appalachian Trail and wrecked
that Trail by making it into a ski trail. Common courtesy between trail organizations would
require notice to the other organization, apart from the unwarranted action in turning the
Appalachian Trail into a ski trail.
Perhaps the matter can be checked through the Winter Sports Association, headed up by Mr.
Grayton [Greaton?] at Augusta.
I am having sent to you some letterheads of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club. Since this is in
western Maine I think that you can best accomplish what is needed in the way of bringing the
people who did this work to a realization of the damage done to the Appalachian Trail, apart
from the fact that their failure to remove the cut material has caused a good deal of difficulty. I
would like to know what the Forest Service trail crew did when it got into this section.
I am going to ask that you assume responsibility for checking into this situation, as well as
watching the development on Saddleback (concerning which I am sending you copies of Reeves’
letter.) You are in the State and can reach the local group. They certainly have a great deal to
explain and to make amends for this action was totally unwarranted. It is most disturbing to have
a development like this occur and not learn of it.
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Your job was done in the usual “Clark” marathon manner. I realize the tremendous amount you
have accomplished in the limited time. I do hope that you yielded your views to our own and
were able to persuade yourself to carry brown paint to obliterate the unneeded blazes.
I think this development on Bigelow makes all the more necessary arrangements for attending
the annual Winter Sports session which is convened each year by Mr. Grayton.
1 enclose an extra copy of this letter which you can send to Helen Taylor.
I shall hope to talk with you at least by telephone on my return from Maine about Mid-August.
The matter of the election of new officers for the Maine Appalachian Trail Club is necessarily
being delayed until all the numerous aspects are covered. We will have new stationery then. I
have sent to you some of the old stationery. We use plain paper for the second sheets.
Enclosure - Extra copy this letter, (Sent under separate cover a dozen M.A.T.C. letterheads
and envelopes.)
(This letter was dictated by Mr. Avery over the telephone but sent out to avoid delay since Mr.
Avery had left Washington.)
July 28, 1949. Myron Avery to Maine Forest Commissioner A. D. Nutting.
Dear Mr. Nutting:
Thank you very much for your letter of July 22nd.
One of our Trail workers, Mr. John W. Clark of the S. D. Warren Company, recently renewed
the paint blazes on Mt. Bigelow. He met the second trail crew and reported most favorably on
the work then accomplished. We share your expectation that the work will be satisfactory and we
are most grateful to you and to Mr. Hutton for all your efforts to have this accomplished in face
of the obstacles due to the fires and other numerous problems.
I am leaving on the 30th to check on the work of the trail crew from Monson south to Moxie
Bald and then north from West Branch Ponds to Katahdin. The crews have made quite
satisfactory progress but, with the Cable Bridge down, there will be little Trail travel on the
northern end.
1 assume that you duly carried out your intention to write Supervisor C. L. Graham of the White
Mountain Forest as to the cost of a cable oar crossing.
cc: Mr. Robt. G. Hutton, Mr. John W. Clark, Mr. Harold Dyer
July 28, 1949. Richard Noyes, Box 159, Pilgrim, Michigan, to Myron Avery.
Dear Mr. Avery:
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The enclosed letter was forwarded to me from 12T Butler Hall and apparently was intended for
me rather than anybody else in the building. However, I am afraid that it is a case of mistaken
Identity. My wife and I plan to climb Mount Katahdin in early September and may follow the
Trail as far as Lake Onawa, but we have never been in the region and know nothing about it. I
am sure that you intended the letter for somebody else and your secretary got confused. We
would be glad to be of any assistance we could, but if you can’t get any information locally, I
don’t see how we could hope to have any luck. I am sorry for the delay and hope you get the
information you want.
{J.S.: You dug up this address. Try sending it to Lake Onawa. It was Reginald Noyes. Ask
Bowdoin college for his address too and send copy on.} THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL
July 28, 1949. Myron Avery to D. H. Watson.
Mr. D. H. Watson:
This is in line with our conversation. I have mailed hack to you the two Katahdin prints.
We are most anxious that the Appalachian Trail development on Saddleback Mountain on the
Rangeley sheet he recorded in the revision. I am sending you under separate cover our map
which will illustrate this.
July 28, 1949. Myron Avery to Harold Dyer, Baxter State Park.
Dear Hal:
I am writing you of a development which should be of greatest interest to you.
For a long time the practice of the Geological Survey in not bringing up-to-date more frequently
editions of its maps has been subject to criticism by users of these maps. This practice is now
being changed. The Survey is bringing up-to-date some of its maps in Maine. I was very happy
to learn from Region Engineer Watson that the revised maps include Rangeley and Katahdin.
The latter project will please you.
Mr. Watson asked me numerous questions about the changes on the Katahdin map. As I am
leaving Washington, I could only deal with the matter briefly. I sketched some changes but told
him to have the Geological Survey representatives make contact with you. I said that you would
probably accompany him on some of his trips. The Geological Survey engineer will trace out and
plot all the new trails and roads and bring the present sheet up to date. It should appear early next
spring.
This will give you an opportunity to have all the trails developed since 1927 accurately located
and other changes indicated. Mr. Watson will send a copy of this letter to his local representative
and I am suggesting that he advise you in advance of the probable time of arrival in the Katahdin
county.
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There is more good news on the project of mapping the country around Katahdin. The Maine
Legislature was unusually generous; $20,000 was appropriated. They will work, this winter, by
multiplex the Greenville, Sebec Lake, Schoodic Lake and Millinocket quadrangles. The Survey
has a man at Millinocket working on this now. In addition, there will be some funds (Federal
money) for working north of Katahdin in The Traveler region. It seems as if this unmapped
section may be covered in the very near future.
I shall get in touch with you when I reach York’s to see if there is any prospect of checking the
Trout Brook country at this time.
cc: Mr. D. H. Watson, Region Engineer—Atlantic, U. S. Geological Survey, 1109 North Street,
Arlington, Virginia
(Dictated by Mr. Avery over telephone but sent out to avoid delay since he had left
Washington.)
Miss Jean Stephenson
July 29, 1949. Quote from David Godfrey, Treasurer, Williams & Heintz Co.,
Lithographers, 220 Eye Street N.E., Washington 2, D.C., to Myron Avery.
Hooker Map
Map of Appalachian Trails – Size to be 75% of original manuscript – Lithograph in two colors –
blue and black.
From color separated negatives.
24# Army Wet Strength Paper.
No proofs.
Die cut and fold
Convenient packages.
1,000 copies
Add’l. M’s

$139.00
56.00

f.o.b. Washington, D.C.
Net 30 days
July 30, 1949. L. Felix Ranlett, Librarian BANGOR PUBLIC LIBRARY Bangor, Maine,
to Myron Avery.
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Dear Mr. Avery:
Thanks for going to town for me on the bibliography of Mrs. Eckstorm's published writings.
Miss Ring has sent me a copy and I am glad indeed to get it.
Benton Hatch is going to prepare Mrs. Eckstorm's narrative of her 1889 ascent of Mount
Katahdin for Appalachia. I suppose the date of its actual appearance will depend on the space
available to the editor of Appalachia.
Copies made and sent Harold Dyer, Miss Stephenson
July 30, 1949. Myron Avery to Austin Wilkins, Deputy Commissioner, Maine Forest
Service, Augusta, Maine.
Dear Mr. Wilkens:
With all of the labors which you are experiencing with the fire situation, I am apoligetic in
bothering you with any inquiry, but this time I have a question on the public campsites.
Our Maine GUIDE shows a public campsite at the causeway between the two Yoke Ponds on the
Kokadjo-B Pond Road. It has been reported as having been closed.
I should like to find out whether the closing is official or whether it might represent some action
of the adjacent landowners or camp proprietors.
I hope you will bear in mind to send us copies of the new pamphlet when it appears.
Dictated by Mr. Avery but transcribed in his absence and sent forward to Avoid delay.
July 30, 1949. Jean Stephenson to Jasper Haynes, Buck Horn Camps, Millinocket, Maine.
Dear Mr. Haynes:
You probably know that almost every year members of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club or
other clubs interested in maintaining The Appalachian Trail in Maine combine a vacation with a
trip to do work on the Trail, and divide the two weeks between several of the sporting camps
along the Trail in Maine. Because of the bad condition of the Trail in the last two years this has
not been carried out to the extent that it was formerly done. However, some of us have been
doing some painting anyway. This year the Trail Work Crew has been doing the heavy work and
some of the painting, but myself and another woman who had planned on doing some painting
on the Trail still intend to carry out our plans. However, we have changed the locale of our work
somewhat so as to take care of stretches where the Work Crew did not complete the painting.
Last year Miss Giller and I stayed at camps on Long Pond and painted some twenty miles on the
Barren-Chairback Range and the south side of White Cap. This year we are thinking of staying at
West Branch Ponds and Yoke Ponds and doing some work to the north of White Cap. As there
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are some sections where the Trail Crew did not do the painting, or did not do it to our standard,
we are now thinking of coming on to your camps and covering it from that place.
I have never stayed at your camps, although I have many times stopped at Potter's, and in 1947
was there when Mrs. Guiney was there. We have heard good reports of your camps from Mr.
Swain and others.
Our present plans call for the two of us, Miss Sadye Giller and myself, to leave Yoke Pond
Camps on Friday, September 9th. We will walk through but I think probably we should be met at
the canoe landing nearest The Appalachian Trail, which I think is just off the Trail at 1.77 m. on
the Trai1 from Joe Mary Lake. That is because we will be carrying our paint and may do some
touching up or re-painting where necessary en route, and that will slow us up. I should say that
we should be met at that place about 4 P.M. on Sept. 9th. Now, we do not want to carry our
packs over, as we will be painting en route, so we will want you to come over to Yoke Ponds and
get our packs by plane.
We expect to stay at Buck Horn Camps until the morning of Sept. 15 (Thursday) but want to get
into Millinocket in time to get the 10:46 train (11:46 daylight time). How do you take your
guests in? By boat and car or by plane?
While at the camps we will want to be taken by boat to the Sand Beach (at 1.62 m. on the Trail
north of Antlers) one day, and met there on another. We will probably also want to be taken by
plane to Mahar Campground one day and met there on another; and possibly be taken to the foot
of Nahmakanta Lake (nearest Maher, not the end where the camps are) on another. These plane
trips are dependent on the cost, of course, but utilizing a plane would make it possible to do some
of the things we would like to do.
I think this covers our tentative plans. Please let me know your regular rates. Also what would be
your charge for getting our packs from Yoke Ponds. And what is the charge for meeting us by
canoe, for the plane trips I have mentioned, and for taking us out to Millinocket. I would also
like to know whether you can accommodate Miss Giller and me on the dates I have mentioned,
and along the lines I have outlined.
I will look forward to hearing from you as soon as convenient, and I would like to get all our
arrangements made before long. We will be leaving here the latter part of August, and that does
not leave much time to complete them.
July, 1949. Trail Reports
TRAIL REPORTS
Section 5
ANTLERS CAMPS TO MAHAR CAMPGROUND
(Prepared by J. B. Swain)
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I. PAINT:
Repainted Potaywadjo Ridge Trail blue, as well as Sand Beach Trail. No white paint.
II. A. T. MARKERS:
Installed new ones where needed and removed obliterated ones.
III. MILE MARKERS:
All in good condition.
IV. TRAIL DATA:
No change noted at present.
V. BOARD SIGNS:
No. 54 in good condition. No. 55 missing (bears). No. 56 partially (lower 2/3rds) destroyed by
bears. No. 57 and No. 58 in good condition. No. 59 and No. 60 installed and O.K.
VI. CONDITION OF TRAIL:
All cleared thoroughly with weeders, shears and ax. Very few blowdowns were noted. Beaver
work near Sand Beach has removed most of the paint blazes for 250 ft. Dead popple here was
thrown out. Mowed and repainted Potaywadjo Ridge Trail. See 1947 Reports for details on
condition.
VII. NEEDED WORK:
1. Annual mowing of entire section.
2. Repainting here should have priority over sections 3, 4, 6, 7, and 8.
3. Replace signs Nos. 55 and 56.
TRAIL REPORTS
Section 6
YOKE PONDS TO LOWER JOE MARY LAKE
(Prepared by J. B. Swain)
I. PAINT:

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine – 1949 – Compiled by David Field – Page

164

Repainted entire section, but this will need to be standardized with brown paint where R. Porter
was painting. Some of these blazes are horrifying! (Also painted four blue trails, as explained in
letters.)
II. A. T. MARKERS:
Placed new ones where needed. Removed some old markers.
III. MILE MARKERS:
Repainted 1, 2, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13. Could not locate 3, 4, or 5. Porter repainted the correct 8
m. marker but failed to obliterate old 8 m. marker found at about 8.15 m. or 8.25.
IV. TRAIL DATA:
Extensive changes needed with regard to blue trails. (See enclosed data sheets.) It seems to me as
if the A.T. could use to great advantage Haynes’ Buck Horn Camps, for the trails from G.N.P.
storehouse to Haynes’ Camps and from Cooper Road at 1.77 m. to Middle Joe Mary Lake are
some of the most delightful walking I have ever seen in Maine. Haynes’ Camps are the most
attractive, by far, that I have seen between Sections 2 and 6. The increase in mileage would be
very small and the hard-to-maintain Trail between G.N.P. storehouse and Cooper Brook would
be avoided.
V. BOARD SIGNS:
Installed 61, 62, 63, 64, 65, 67, 68, 69, 70, 74, and 76. (Swain did not install a new No. 66 sign
as old one serviceable; left new No. 66 with Haynes or at Cooper Pond. Nos. 72 and 73 not
made.) (Yoke Pond Campsite.)
VI. CONDITION OF TRAIL:
Kokadjo-B Pond Road to Dam: Some trees down—these were removed. In old lumber camp we
used pruning shears to “mow” raspberry bushes, thistles, etc. Between 7 m. and 10 m. markers
there were a great many down trees, mostly hardwoods, which were removed. Granite stile was
built over one otherwise impassable tree. Crew from Crawford Pond to Joe Mary Mtn. Trail was
as follows: Painting: Porter, accompanied by one man with pruning shears. Clearing: One man
with bucksaw and ax. Cutting: One man with shears, removing cuttings, and doing some clipping.
From Joe Mary Mtn. Trail to Antler’s: Pruned and mowed by 2 men in one day. There were only
three or four logs and these were cut out. At lumber camp 1.7 m. from Antlers, old boards with
protruding nails were thrown aside.
VII. BLUE TRAILS:
Work to date has been explained in letter to Mr. Avery. Work is still incomplete and will be
reported as it is done.
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VIII. NEEDED WORK:
Standardizing of painting. Location of missing mile markers 3, 4, and 5. Field examination of
trails to Buckhorn Camps in view of possible relocation of A.T. and of Joe Mary Mtn. Trail,
which may need relocation. Additions to sign list are necessitated by new blue trails. (Temporary
signs will be placed by 1949 Trail crew.) Mowing is needed along washed-out creek bank near 7
m. and thru old camp between 10 m. and 11 m. markers.
IX. EQUIPMENT AT ANTLERS CAMPS:
Removed all except the pruning shears and one weeder (the nut loose), which we could not find.
(Inventory of equipment at Buck Horn Camps will be sent later.)
TRAIL REPORTS
Section 7
H. &. W. ROAD TO YOKE PONDS
(Prepared by J. B. Swain)
I. PAINT:
Completely repainted.
II. A. T. MARKERS:
Installed new markers and removed all old ones which were found.
III. MILE MARKERS:
Repainted 1, 2, 3, 6, 7, 8, 9. Couldn’t find 4 or 5.
IV. TRAIL DATA:
See enclosed data sheet.
V. BOARD SIGNS:
Installed Nos. 77. 79. 80. 81. 82/ Found at Yoke only one of the two signs (No. 78) for Little
Boardman Side Trail. Did not install it. Found only one of these signs intact on the Trail. This
sign is in fairly good condition.
VI. CONDITION OF TRAIL.
Removed obstructions between H. & W. [Hollingsworth & Whitney] Road and Third Pond.
(Lumber damage, for most part.) Took out several blow-downs in this area. Used haul road as
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change from old trail route for short distance. 8 mile marker to East Branch crossing clipped
many alders. From East Branch crossing to within about 2.5 miles of Yoke Ponds there were a
few blow-downs (All now removed), quite a few swampy places and open roads full of alders
and maples. These were clipped with pruning shears. The 2 miles nearest Yoke Ponds was
mostly blow-downs, which were removed. Little clipping to do.
VII. EQUIPMENT LEFT AT YOKE POND CAMPS:
½ pt. fly dope
8 qts. White Paint in cans
8 qts. White Paint in glass jars
1 pt. White Paint in gallon can
2 qts. Black Paint (one leaking) (unable to locate).
1 partly full can Blue Paint
2 pr. pruning shears (1 pr. reported in previous inventory, now missing)
1 qt. Blue Paint (unable to locate)
15 markers
40 nails
1 notebook
Signs No. 78 “Viewpoint”
56 markers
2 x 56 nails
{Copy Stephenson}

TRAIL REPORTS
Section 8
H. &. W. ROAD TO YOKE PONDS
(Prepared by J. B. Swain)

I. PAINT:
Repainted 0. m. to 1.6 m. and from 2 mile marker to 3.85 m. Repainted blue-blazed trail to
firetower.
Note by M. H. A. (Excess blue blazes eliminated from side trail. M.H.A. painted from 2 m. to
White Cap Summit with Swain.)
II. A. T. MARKERS:
Installed new markers to 3.85 m.
III. MILE MARKERS:
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Repainted 2 and 3. Located former 1 and 2 mile markers of pre-war vintage. Painted out the 2
mile marker. Failed to remove the 1 mile marker (which looks like a "7" instead of a ”1" ! ).
IV. TRAIL DATA:
All changes will henceforth be in pencil on enclosed data sheets.
V. BOARD SIGNS:
Removed "closed” signs at 1.6 m. and at Yoke Ponds Camps. Sign on H. & W. Road:
"Chadwick's Camps 2.2 m.” is missing. All signs at 1.6 M. seem to have been destroyed by bear.
Note by M.H.A. (See Supplement No. 1 for Sign Status. Signs 89, 90, and 91 split and damaged
by bear; metal signs required. )
VI. CONDITION OF TRAIL:
Ice storm debris removed on White Cap. From 0. M. to 1.6 m. reopened, with mowing at each
end. Most of cross-logs and blow-downs removed. 0. m. to 3.85 m. recommended for travel.
Blue trail to Chadwick’s partly cleared.
Note by M.H.A. (Cliff Kealiher used ax to eliminate all trees (numerous) on trail to White Cap.)
VII. NEEDED WORK:
1. Repainting from Chadwick's Camps to 2 mile marker.
2. Further clearing of blue-trail to Chadwick's.
(Alder thickets 200 yds. either way from dam.)
3. 0. m. to 1.6 m. - annual mowing of maple sprouts.
4. Relocation of 1 m. marker on A. T.
5. 0. m. to 1.6 m. should be repainted in 1950.
VIII. EQUIPMENT LEFT AT CHADWICK'S
1 weeder
2 used scrapers
2 qts. blue in cans
1 qt. blue in glass
2 1-ft. files
26 nails
4 canvas gloves
1 new scraper
6-1/2 qts. white in cans
2-1/2 qts. brown in cans
8 – markers
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TRAIL REPORTS
Section 9
LONG POND TO BODFISH FARM
I. PAINT:
M. H. A. painted from Raytown Townline west over west slope of Barren to edge of lumbered
area. Trail crew completed repainting in July and were to eliminate excess blazes put in by St.
Regis. (Used 3 days.) Repainted side trail to Cloud Pond and extended it to the lean-to on Cloud
Pond Camp; increased distance to 0.3 m. Repainted blue side trail to Barren Ledges.
II. A. T. MARKERS:
New markers installed as required.
III. MILE MARKERS:
M.H.A. painted Nos. 10 and 11. Mile marker No. 13 not located. Crew painted Nos. 12 and 14.
IV. CONDITION OF TRAIL:
St. Regis Paper Company operations extend west from Raytown Townline. Uncut portion
commences approximately one-third mile west of Cloud Pond side trail and extends to base of
east slope of Barren. Some down timber near Barren Ledges. Trail used as hauling road. Much
confusion. All lumber cut, removed by St. Regis. Trail crew spent 3 days on slope of Barren and
in the area not lumbered.
V, BOARD SIGNS:
No. 142 not seen. Nos. 143, 144 and 145 (varnished) in lumbered section O.K. (Signs Nos. 143
and 144 left intact by lumbering operations; beginning of one side trail obscured by tops.)
Installed signs for Long Pond and Cloud Pond Campsites (Nos. 145 and 146 new; Pryor; on
sawed-off tree; No. 147 installed at fireplace beyond lean-to.) Installed new No. 148 (varnished).
Installed Nos. 149 and 150 in front of closed St. Regis driving camp for Long Pond Campsite.
No. 151 has split upper portion. No. 152 intact; No. 155 not made; No. 154 intact. Sign No. 155
at Bodfish Farm missing.
VI. TRAIL DATA:
Section requires rewriting both ways to describe lumbering condition. Entire Section rewritten
with a generalized statement of the effect of the lumbering.
VII. TO DO:
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1: Check to see if fireplace was constructed by trail crew at Long Pond Stream.
2: Determine owner of lean-to at Cloud Pond and make necessary arrangements.
3: Repaint upper portion of Dore’s side trail.
4: Arrange for maintenance of lumbered section on Barren Mountain.
5: Contemplated trail crew to repaint from Barren to Little Wilson and to spend a day clearing
hardwood sprouts on slope of Barren and a day clearing small conifers in uncut portion. Check
results.
6: Clear side trail at 9.77 m. north to south.
7: Install Signs Nos. 151, 155, 139, 140, 141 and 142 (?)
TRAIL REPORTS
Section 10
BODFISH FARM TO MONSON
VIII. EQUIPMENT LEFT WITH HARRY DAVIS, MONSON, MAINE FOR USE BY TRAIL
CREW (July, 1949)
2 – Weeders (one serrated)
2 – Old Style Shears, shipped from Washington
1 – New Shears
1 – Old Shears, to be returned to Long Pond
2 – Scrapers
July, 1949. 1950 SUPPLEMENT TO MAINE GUIDE
TRAIL MAINTENANCE
1. WORK OF TRAIL CREWS.
2. NESOWADNEHUNK CABLE BRIDGE.
3. WHITE CAP – YOKE PONDS SECTION.
This section, which had been closed to travel, has been completely restored. It was repainted and
intensively cleared in June, 1949. All lumbering interference has been eliminated. The H. & W.
lumber operations in this locality extended thru the two miles of Trail east of Third West Branch
Pond. There will be no further interference in this area unless the H. & W. lumber operations
extend high up in the spruce growth on the north slope of White Cap above the junction with the
blue-blazed side trail to West Branch Ponds Camps.
4. BARREN-CHAIRBACK RANGE.
The 1948-9 St, Regis Paper Company's operations extended along Barren Mtn. from the
Raytown Townline West to Long Pond Stream. All lumbering interference has been eliminated,
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however, and the Trail intensively remarked. Unfortunately, in this area, only a mile and a third
of the original coniferous forest over the summit of Barren Mtn. escaped lumbering operations.
The remainder was intensively cut. It does afford, however, extensive and far-reaching views.
This ends the interference of the St. Regis Paper Company with the A. T. on the BarrenChairback Range. The upper portion of the blue-blazed side trail from the A. T. down to
Mountain View Camps may be affected by future operations but the remaining virgin timber
along the A. T. will be unaffected. This will serve as a reminder of the tragedy of the loss of this
forest.
ACCOMMODATIQNS
William Dore has sold his interest in Mountain View Camps. The new proprietor is Harold H.
Haley, Mountain View Camps, Monson, Maine.
The new proprietor of Little Lyford Pond Camps is H. B. Zesiger. The road to these Camps is
impassible beyond the outlet of Big Lyford Pond (telephone box here); the proprietor meets his
parties at road forks just beyond the outlet.
The West Branch Ponds Road (H. & W. Road along north slope of White Cap) is barred by a
locked gate at its junction (9.3 mi) with the “Frenchtown Road"; guests of Chadwick’s Camps
may use the road.
Addition to footnote on pages 225 and 391, respectively of Maine Guidebook.
The route, cut in 1946, was in 1949, very much overgrown with many down logs. It is sparsely
marked by ax blazes and affords very slow and difficult travel. (An alternate route is to go east
on the railroad tracks for app. 1 m. beyond Bodfish Siding to the 20-mile post; here turn left and
ascend steeply along the old telephone line to the Boarstone firetower from the railroad tracks.)
The substitute route leaves the highway 50 ft. beyond the railroad tracks, entering the woods in
50 ft, farther. It generally parallels the railroad tracks for the first mile after which it becomes
steeper. At 1,1 m. cross outlet of the Boarstone Ponds and turn left up steep left bank of brook.
At 1.3 a, merge on rocks with view, then descend slightly, crossing a trail in a sag at 1.28 m.
Beyond trail becomes increasingly rough. At 1.5 m. turn sharp left, uphill, beside telephone line
coming in on right from railroad tracks. (It is very difficult to detect this turn when descending.)
Climb along abandoned telephone line. Pass former watchman’s spring in sag of spruce trees at
1.77 m. Watchman’s cabin (disused) is 300 ft. beyond. At 1.87 m. intersect route formerly used
to Boarstone, marked by obscure blue paint blazes. Here turn right. (To left worn trail leads
steeply down 6.53 m. to wharf at end of the automobile road at dam on the lowest Moore’s Pond
(most southeastern). It is 1.02 m. via dirt road down to the automobile road between Bodfish
Farm and Monson; high locked wire gate here.) From intersection with former trail ascend over
bare rocks to summit of western peak (2,029 ft.) at 2.02 m. Cross saddle between peaks at 2.07
m., then ascend over bare rocks to the eastern (higher) peak (2,038) at 2.22 m. Forest Service
lookout tower here has been abandoned. Boarstone affords a magnificent panoramic view,
marked by numerous lakes with beautiful lake Onawa at its base.
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July 30 – August 11. LOG OF THE AVERY & SMITH EXPEDITON – 1949 – By
Seymour R. Smith
Saturday, July 30
Arrived at Bangor, Maine via the B&M rattler, the Gull, one hour late as usual. Met Myron on
board, Mrs. Avery and Hal at Bangor Station. Journeyed to Bill Early's Camp on Sebec Lake.
Hot, clear day, changed to wood'd attire and left for Monson. Met spruce gum manufacturer,
Harry Davis and started our walk over A T route to Blanchard, accompanied by the Monson
Trail Crew. Covered the section without special incident, last half mile rather brushy. Interesting
Maine rolling country with the best of raspberries at all clearings. Returned to camp for swim in
the pool under the falls of Big Wilson Stream. A rest, then supper and a sight-seeing trip to
Packard's Camp on Sebec Lake. Distance Walked 3.2 miles.
Sunday, July 31
Awoke to the sound of thunder and raindrops, which persisted most of the day. Made a
somewhat late start due to falling water and after considerable riding, walked from Little Wilson
Campground south to the Watson Farm. Pleasant walk in spite of rain which thoroughly
drenched us. Returned to camp for swim in the pool and good supper. Now for sleep. Distance
walked 8.3 miles.
Monday, August 1
Nice, clear warm day again. Having a lengthy walk on the schedule, consumed a double
breakfast--just getting in good form. By auto to Blanchard, then end of road near Sullivan Field.
Walked to Bald Mt. Pond for lunch. The Monson Trail Crew left us here to return to Blanchard
while we continued westerly. Heard the first loon of the trip. Many partridge seen, also deer and
bear signs. Continued westerly up the east slope of Moxie Bald Mt. Views from the ledges were
grand. Wonderful blueberries too. Reached the fire wardens cabin about six where we are
spending the night. Warden has gone off the mountain because of the rain. Seems O.K.: the inner
cylinder of his rain gauge is practically full. Cabin is very neat and comfortable so we should
sleep well. Supper consists of K-rations (thanks to the forethought of Myron in stocking his
larder with such essentials for light travel when the same were available during the last world
upheaval.) This evening we have a beautiful sunset; the golds are now changing to the blues and
purples before the blanket of darkness covers all. We have a half-moon--very quiet and peaceful
here. Must turn in soon. Distance walked 10.6 miles.
Tuesday, August 2
Up at 7 a.m., breakfasted on K-rations and were under way at 8, bound for North Bald Mt., the
great mass of ledge extending north from Moxie Bald. No trail but easy to follow route over
open ledges with all crevices filled with mountain plants: teaberry, mountain cranberry, crow
berry, etc. Blueberries very abundant and the largest to date. Returned to warden's cabin about 11
and found the warden once more at his mountain home. He was apparently glad to see us and to
talk about his life on the mountain. About 12, started down towards Troutdale Camp on Moxie
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Pond. Considerable storm damage found, cleared some. Arrived at Troutdale about 5 p.m. to
again meet Mrs. Avery and Hal. Enjoyed swim and nice supper--not K-rations. Distance walked
7.8 miles.
Wednesday, August 3
Rested most of the day. Roamed around both sides of the lake , checking trail. Hal went fishing
at Mosquito Pond. No luck but saw three fisher and loon family. Another swim.
Thursday, August 4
Left Moxie Pond by auto for Greenville on Moosehead Lake and flew by plane to Third West
Branch Pond. Again took up foot travel on the A T, hiking to Yoke Pond. Many deer signs seen
on this trip, also foot prints of bear on the lumber road not far from the West Branch Pond. These
exceedingly wide lumber roads of only one or two years ago did no good to the trail route. In a
few years they will become a sorry mess of sprouts and raspberry bushes. Swim again. Steak
dinner; very quiet here. Distance walked 9.3 miles.
Friday, August 5,
Rode by jeep south along the B-Pond Road about 3 miles, then walked over A T and blue blazed
trail to Jasper Haynes Buckhorn Camp on Middle Joe Mary Lake. Enjoyed the beautiful trees
along Cooper Brook. Fortunately the woodsmen leave us a few samples to exclaim over. Rather
warm and rough footing in places. The blue blazed trail has several unusual features such as a
long "hog back", a white cedar swamp and a so-called bridge 350 feet in length, constructed of
cedar poles laid end to end about ten feet above the water surface. The walker should at least
hum "the man on the flying trapeze" when negotiating the bridge. Myron did not ride the handle
bars of his measuring wheel across this one. Daily swim upon arrival at camp, Myron took to the
air for an evening of inspection of surrounding terrain. Distance walked 12.4 miles.
Saturday, August 6
Flew to Nahmakanta Lake and hiked south to Antlers Camp (closed) at Lower Joe Mary Lake.
Warm again but getting accustomed to it and the daily trips. Saw a deer and a moose from the
plane. Renewed acquaintaince with Potaywadjo Spring--the best of cool clear water. Beautiful
moon in the southern sky--loons hollering--thunder shower over Katahdin, pretty well closed in
up there, Distance walked 10.5 miles.
Sunday, August 7
Took to the air again, flying to Nahmakanta Lake. Three moose seen from the plane quietly
feeding in a small shallow pond. They did not seem to fear airborne traffic. Walked north along
trail, first close by the west shore of the lake, then turned westerly through the Wadleigh Valley
to Wadleigh Pond. Thence over the ridge and down to the north end of Nahmakanta Lake to Mr.
Shoppe's Camp. The usual swim, followed by supper. Resting on the porch during the early
evening, saw a pair of loons come in close and as the daylight dimmed, a deer came out to feed
along the western shore. Watched him cool off, wandering along the sandy beach in shallow
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water until the light faded. Soon the full moon rose over the hills far to the south and a bright
glimmer on the water surface extended the entire length of Nahmakanta. A whipoorwlll called
from the forest and we were reminded that it was time to sleep. Distance Walked 7.3 miles.
Monday, August 8
Up and away in the morning; we walked north along the tote road to Rainbow Lake. Crossing the
dam, continued over low ground without special incident. Lunched at "Big Spring" on the shore
of Rainbow. Arrived at Rainbow Camp soon thereafter and enjoyed boat ferry to head of the lake.
Walked back to camp over A. T. Cleared some as time permitted. Arrived at camp for daily
swim and supper. Distance walked 10 miles.
Tuesday, August 9
Boat ferried across Rainbow in the morning. A "heavy sea" sent spray over us for an early
morning shower. Hiked over the blue trail to the Penobscot West Branch. Walked downstream to
the A. T., replacing several damaged signs. Walked west over the A. T. for about two miles,
thence back tracked to the West Branch. Canoe ferried across the river, skippered and skillfully
propelled by the agile polling of "Junior" York. In spite of many floating pulp logs, arrived dry
shod on the east bank. Viewed the damaged Cable Bridge and walked to York’s Camps at
Daicey Pond. The usual swim followed and an excellent supper. "Hal" Dyer arrived in the
evening to tell us of the season’s activities at Katahdin. Distance walked 12.6 miles.
Wednesday, August 10
In the morning, canoe ferried across Daicey Pond and accompanied by light rain and very wet
bushes, started for Baxter Peak. Replaced metal markers to timber line. Fog closed in here but
continued on to the summit. Ate lunch on the leaward slope--no view, just fog. Back tracked
along the A. T. Below the Gateway, the clouds parted and to the south appeared the extensive
lake country with clouds floating here and there. Returned to camp to bid Captain Avery a safe
trip homeward, Myron having spent this day clipping brush towards the West Branch. In the
evening, a small short legged animal appeared among the rocks along the shore, ran across the
dock to rocks along opposite side. A mink! Distance walked 13.7 miles
Thursday, August 11
Light rain greeted us at breakfast but we were soon underway to complete clearing A. T. route to
the West Branch. The "we" on this trip comprised Jimmie Swain, Mr. Tappan (camp guest) and
the scribbler of these notes. Reached the river at noon and enjoyed lunch on the ledges along the
north shore. Returned to camp to pack, a final supper. Distance walked 6 miles.
Soon enroute to the "rattler" at Millinocket and homeward bound. And so the 1949 trail
inspection came to a close. A most enjoyable and rewarding expedition.
August 1, 1949. Copy of letter from Lawson Reeves to Myron Avery.
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Dear Myron:
Yesterday a group of five of us hiked over Baldpate from Frye Brook to Grafton Notch on the
Newry-Upton highway and I thought you might like a report as we found trail conditions.
It was a rainy day with no visibility and not a good day to hike but since we had driven so far and
did not know when we might have another opportunity we decided to hike it anyway.
Speaking in a general way we found the trail very good and had no difficulty.
Signs: O.K.
Clearing: the trail was cleared very good the whole distance. However, it needs mowing
practically all the way. There are a few spots where the raspberry bushes and other annual
growth is quite bad for a short distance.
Painting: As a whole the painting is good, the west side is not as good as the east side. It looked
as if whoever painted there was less experienced, had run short of paint and stretched it
further. The painting on the ledge from East Peak to West Peak and down to the timber
line was not too good and due to the bad weather we had to use great care not to get off
the trail here.
Cairns: very good up to the East Peak but not so good from the East Peak to the timber line
beyond the West Peak.
Metal markers: only two or three the whole distance and these were completely weather beaten.
Shelters: Both shelters were in good condition.
In comparing my own section with this, I feel that mine compares favorably. Both need more
work on them but are in condition to travel. Baldpate has more travel than Sugarloaf-Spaulding,
which makes it easier to maintain.
Copies made and sent to: John W. Clark, Stanley B. Attwood (2), Roy P. Fairfield, Miss
Stephenson
August 1, 1949. Copy of letter from Jack Clark to Myron Avery. [Hand-written original]
Dear Myron:
A brief note to report that the Bigelow trail is now in excellent shape.
I talked to Mr. Judson by ‘phone early last week and received his recommendation as to what
further work was needed. This was accomplished last week-end (7/30). There was very little to
do as Judson has done a beautiful job. The extreme heat (hottest July 30 on record), high
humidity, and intermittent thunderstorms made it a miserable weekend for trail work so we were
doubly pleased to find most of our work done.
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Mr. Pryor’s sign arrived too late for posting at the Dead River trail junction, but will be put up
later.
Copies made and sent to: Forest Commissioner A.D. Nutting, Forest Supervisor Robert Hutton,
Mr. Helon Taylor, Prof. Roy Fairfield
August 1, 1949. District of Columbia Tax Exemption Certificate No. 804-04574-06.
In files of Maine Appalachian Trail Club, in possession of Myron H. Avery.
August 2, 1949. Myron Avery to Earl W. York, Jr., Twin Pine Camps, Millinocket, Maine.
Dear Junior:
Judging from the results, you will probably begin to think, if not ask me, not to send any more
people to Daicey Pond.
Captain McManes came back last week from the hospital. Captain Whiting came in to-day. He
ought to have known what to expect from the Maine woods but I doubt if Mrs. Whiting was
looking for that type of vacation.
Our own plans are going well. We have written you we will have the truck, so there will be no
transportation problem. At the present time it looks as if we will have fourteen people. I am
bringing my older boy, as 1 want him to see Maine and Katahdin before the draft picks him up
next March. His eyes are bad and that kept him out of the Navy. 1 hope you will be able to save a
day to show him what fishing and canoeing is.
Dictated by Captain Avery but transcribed and to avoid delay mailed in his absence.
August 3, 1949. James B. Swain. Trail Crew Itinerary [Looks more like a report.] July 14August 3. [Hand-written]
July 14. Rogers and I. Nahmakanta Lean-to to 5 m., clearing. Porter, blue trails and A.T.,
painting.
July 15. Porter, painting from Antlers to Cooper Brook white, and from Cooper Brook 1.6 m.
toward Haynes’ Camps. Rogers and I cleared from Prentiss Valley to near the 4 m. marker, then
walked to Nahmakanta Camps to meet plane.
July 16. I took out logs in Sec. 6 from Joe Mary Mtn. Trail to Antlers, and installed signs and
metal markers. Rogers and Porter cleared and painted the Potaywadjo Ridge Trail.
July 18. Foggy. Tried to fly to Nahmakanta, but couldn’t make it. Worked on bridge and cleared
blue trail from camp almost to bridge, in a drizzle. Rogers rebelled, almost.
July 19. Landed at Wadleigh Valley and finished clearing Section 4. Rough-cleared trail to
Wadleigh Pond. Schoppe keeps a tent and canoe at public campsite. (Did not see any sign stating
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that this is a public campsite.) Walked thru to Rainbow Dam, where Haynes met us about 6
O’Clock.
July 20. Long, hard day, mowing tote-road from Nahmakanta Dam Camps. Haynes picked us up
at 7:30 at Rear’s Main Camps.
July 21. Couldn’t land at Rainbow because of wind. Rogers and Porter worked a hogback (blue
trail to Haynes Camps). I worked on trail records and letter to Mr. Avery.
July 22. Tried to land at Rainbow, but couldn’t. Rogers worked with Haynes, building a new
bridge across Cooper Brook on the Joe Mary Mtn. Trail. They also located a trail from Mud
Pond to the lower (northwest) and of the island connecting the A.T. with the trail down Haynes’
island. I worked on Trail Reports and letters again, most of the day.
July 23. Used bucksaw and axe, Rainbow Lake to Cable Bridge, removing the worst of the
windfalls. Going through gave us an opportunity to estimate the work. We planned to work
Sunday, July 29, but the wind was high and gusty.
July 25. Rogers and I with shears to 6 m. marker, with Rogers definitely taking life easy, from
head of Rainbow.
July 26. Rogers and Porter left. I relaxed all day, paying my own board.
July 27. Mr. Haynes, Sandy, and I used axe, bucksaw, shears, and weeder in Section 2, making
route clear enough to find from Rainbow to Cable Bridge, and completing clearing to 5.4 m.
Haynes is rapid enough at rough-clearing a trail.
July 28. Worked full day for Mr. Haynes to earn 2 days board, finishing bridge repair and
destroying old wharf.
July 29 & 30. Haynes landed me at Nesowadnehunk Deadwater to spend night out, working
Friday and Sat. Used shears both days, completing all work in Sec. 2 south of river except 1 or 2
man-hrs. pruning between 4.1 m. (ridge crest) and the bog pond. (Didn’t do this because I lost
the nut and bolt out of shears on second day and lost time repairing them.)
July 31. I swam the river with my packs and tools, because Haynes was unable to pick me up
Saturday P.M. as scheduled. (Since I am willing to do without pay for this day of travel, money
was saved by my hitch-hiking to Norcross.) After a bad night with the mosquitoes I got up early
and made the 5 miles to York’s by 8:30 AM for breakfast. I kept my clothes dry in crossing the
river, but rain began immediately afterwar, and I was quite damp when I arrived at York’s.
Junior gave me dry clothing while mine dried. I slept all morning. Junior was driving to [?] in the
afternoon, and gave me a ride to Norcross. He and I are going to get along well.
August 1. Finished clearing blue trail to Buck Horn Camps, with Haynes children carrying extra
tools, except for short alder patch at Cooper Brook Landing. Took paint to where Porter left off,
approx.. 1.6 m. from A.T.

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine – 1949 – Compiled by David Field – Page

177

August 2. Painted remainder of blue trail to Buck Horn Camps with sparse, small blazes due to
lack of paint. Packed to move and caught up on notebook in order to be able to write trail reports.
Wrote letter to Mr. Avery until 2 A.M.
August 3. Got up late (7:30) for breakfast. Decided to remain here today to write reports to be
left for Mr. Avery. Transcribed itinerary from my notebook; took inventory; wrote trail reports;
got tools, paint, etc. ready to carry in order to paint tomorrow from Baxter Peak downward.
Notified York’s that I will arrive tomorrow.
August 3, 2, 1
July 31, 28 (paid board), 26 (paid board), 22
July 21 – Rogers and Porter also
Rogers: July 19, 20, 21, 22, 23, 25; Maine Guidebook
Swain: July 19, 20, 21, 23, 25, 27, 29, 30; August 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 8, 9
Haynes: (included in bill) July 27, $3 and $3 board
August 3, 1949. James B. Swain, Buckhorn Camps, to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Mr. Avery:
By the time I was ready to send you another report, I received your letter of July 24, to the effect
that you were about ready to come to Maine. Therefore I am leaving this letter with Mr. Haynes,
with as complete as possible a report to date from the last report. The various shifts in crew and
accommodations have necessitated my doing the best I can to work out a satisfactory work
schedule, balanced between your latest instructions and the current developments.
In reply to your letters, in order:
#5. I assume that the $12.00 transportation at Chadwick’s bill is settled. The $15.00 at Yoke
Ponds is ridiculous, as well as amounting to highway robbery. Skillin invited us to use his jeep to
go to the beach (except at times when other guests wanted it) in such a way as to imply that the
cost was to be included in the board. We made no more than 10 trips (and I think fewer) and this
means considerably less than 50 miles total drives. He drove us to the turn-off of the A.T. a
couple of times, which should make the total cost of transportation no more than $5-6/ I suppose
this is his way of increasing the board rate even more. The telephone call to Haynes was an
unavoidable 94 or 96 cents, and the 56 cent postage item is for mailing signboards. (I don’t
remember our breaking any shears.) Also included is the postage for mailing one or two of my
“T” shirts home. I have replaced this by purchasing more stamps, but my postage supply is again
running low, in spite of my having bought more than a dollar’s worth of stamps recently. All the
extra bills at Yoke and West Branch arose before I received word to check the bills, as you
probably know by now.
Food cost at Cooper Pond is included in Haynes’ bill of July 17.
As to the usefulness of blue trails here, I have postponed all work on Joe Mary until you have
talked to Mr. Haynes and to me about it. I hope you get to look at it. The present trail seems
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well-nigh worthless to me, and the small open spot on the north side affords the only view, a
view less impressive than others more easily accessible in the same area. In any case, I am
returning to Haynes’ Camps in September and can accomplish some volunteer work at that time.
I will write in detail about the trails to Buck Horn later in this report.
I have exhausted one supply of envelopes and have used some of my personal stationery.
As to the work at York’s, a Mr. Tappan, a guest, has volunteered free labor for a few days, and I
expect him to be very helpful. The Haynes children have helped me considerably. This aid is
encouraging and convinces me that I should have been happier all along without the remainder
of the crew—just today and yesterday I have been clearing and painting where Rogers and Porter
were supposed to have completed the work. I would suggest use of one- or, preferably two-man
crews, if you need them in the future, as the most efficient.
As for Rainbow Lake Camps, I wouldn’t want to work out of that place for less than $8 a day
plus accommodations, and then I wouldn’t want to stay more that a few days. Mr. Rear is quite a
blow-hard, as I guess you already know. The sample of food that Rogers and I had there was
certainly not the best.
In reply to your number questions:
1. There is no caretaker at Antlers Camps. There seemed to me to be proper reason for removing
the A.T.C. packages from the storehouse without permission, even though it may be illegal to
enter a window.
2. Most of the timber was removed at Nahmakanta. It was from the 4 to the 5 mile markers that
we found it necessary to by-pass several large logs which obstruct the trail somewhat.
3. The beaver problem at Prentiss Brook seems to be about finished, the dam at the A.T. has
washed away. Worst thing here was the fern growth.
4. This part of the trail you can now see for yourself. I think it is not too well done, but passable
for the present.
5. I believe I stated in my last letter that we painted all the AT as far as Antlers Camps.
I am of course quite sorry that the letter was delivered to Miss Park at such an unusual time. It
could not have been mailed any earlier, and the Ohioans insisted on paying for the special
delivery postage, so that I saw no grounds for refusal. Of course I won’t do such a thing again.
I hope to begin painting tomorrow. You will arrive at York’s before I leave there. I hope you can
look at the tote-road to the south of Nesowadnehunk Stream. I think it should be cleared a bit for
people crossing the Penobscot at Doxie’s (formerly Bradeen’s) Outlying Camp.
Please tell your stenographer that there is a sex difference between Jimmy and Jimmie.
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While flying back and forth, Mr. Haynes and I have located what looks like an excellent
relocation for the A.T., and he would like to show it to you when you fly up to Mahar. I hope to
go over it on foot in September, to see if the route is practicable. Poor Mr. Haynes is afraid I will
get lost, but I know that I have done much more difficult exploring in the Cumberland Mtns. in
Tenn. I will be eager to defend the relocation idea when I see you at Daicey Pond!
The water was low Sunday morning, and I forded the Penobscot quite easily at Doxie’s Outlying
Camp. Junior York has been telling people to wade across the gravel bar about 2 miles upstream
from the bridge. This is a simple means of saving $12, although it means losing an hour. I could
perhaps arrange to meet you by working down near the river on the day you arrive, to be of
assistance in the crossing, if you will let me know which day to be there.
I am leaving here the 4 letters mentioned above, for you may want to read them along with this
letter. I would like to have these 4 letters left with Mr. Haynes for me.
Because of lack of time, I will be forced to leave my “trip diary” with this letter. It is now after 2
A.M. and if I don’t get to finish the Trail Report to leave here, you can certainly understand what
we have done from the daily accounts. (I sometimes let this get a bit behind, so that I have to rely
on memory a bit heavily at intervals.)
August 4, 1949. Roy Fairfield, Curtis Cove, Biddeford, Maine, to Myron Avery.
Dear Myron:
I very much appreciate your keeping me posted on the miscellaneous activities of our northern
"neighbors". It is good to know what is going on. I can sympathize with you in your job of
answering the many requests to the articles in the Digest and National Geographic. Have read the
former, but my father-in-law has the August issue of the latter tied up in knots!
A word about the broken shears. I sent our broken pair to Disston on July 19 with a follow up
letter on the 21st. (I should have sent them earlier, but simply didn't!) I got a big kick out of your
most recent letter to Stevens; he certainly needed a chiding. As for his engineer, well…..!
1 fear that my part on the Trail has been very poorly played this summer. A group of chemistry
students, working on the Androscoggin with Prof. Lawrence of our chem. dept., promised me
they would go by the first of August. I was particularly interested in the section between
Highway 4 and Piazza Rock Lean-to, also the thirteen-mile section on the western end of our
section. As of July 27th, they hadn't had time to go, but promised me they would get up there
soon. Handling things by remote control hasn't been very effective, I must confess! I shall be in
Lewiston on the 10th, however, and hope I can stimulate interest if they haven't done the work I
layed out for them. I have been tied up in knots myself this, summer studying for my PhD oral
exams which come up early in the Fall. Then, too, lack of decent transportation has precluded
my taking one-day trips.
P.S. Would you have the office change my address from 3 Bardwell House to 23 Russell House?
[Avery notations:] {Send par. 2 to Mr. Woodman as an excerpt of letter from Fairfield to me.}
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{Please advise Miss S. to change on his list}
{Copy J. W. Clark, Miss Stephenson}
August 5, 1949. Copy of letter from W. B. Getchell, Agent, Central Maine Power Co.,
Augusta, Maine, to Myron Avery.
Dear Mr. Avery:
RE: DEAD RIVER STORAGE RESERVOIR
A report just received from our Engineering Department enables me to furnish you with
additional information requested in your letter of July 6, 1949, as follows:
(1) A closure in the lower portion of the reservoir dam will be made on or about November 1,
1949. Just how fast the lake will fill up depends on the amount of rainfall. The best estimates of
our Engineers is that it will be late fall before any flowage reaches the Ledge House area.
(2) It is the expectation that the Dead River Storage will be filled in the spring of 1950.
Copies made and sent to: Prof. W. H. Sawyer, Helon N. Taylor, Lawson Reeves, Roy Fairfield,
Mr. & Mrs. E. L. Storey, Miss Park, Miss Stephenson.
August 9, 1949. Francis L. Haley, 5 Manson Ave., Kittery, Maine, to Myron Avery.
Dear Mr. Avery:
I am writing you in answer to your two letters which I have received.
1 regret to inform you that up to the present time I have been heavily occupied with the work at
hand around our camps and thus have been unable to attend to the duties which I promised you I
would carry out.
Our repairs have been coming along quite nicely and I am sure that you would be able to see
some improvement in the Mountain View Camps if you could see them. I was just coming to the
point where I thought perhaps I could spare three or four days to mark your trails. The blue paint
had arrived and I was well equipped for the job, but unfortunately, I have had to lock
up Mountain View and come home.
When I was in the Navy, my left knee was knocked out of joint while playing football. This knee
has been loose jointed ever since and went out of joint once again. For this reason, I had to lock
up the camps and come home for an operation. As a result, I am afraid it will be quite impossible
for me to mark these trails for you, for I will be starting school again soon after I am released
from the doctor’s care. However, I am told that the upper end of the side trail which you believe
to be unpainted has been marked with green paint from the white trail to where the blue marks
start. Two members of the Appalachian Trail stopped over at our camps a short time ago and
informed me of these green marks. These green marks are not according to your 6”x2”
dimensions, but were applied in a haphazard way and are only splashes of paint.
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I wish also to inform you that the sign which reads: "A.T. 3.25 m. Barren Mountain 5.66 m.’’ is
still up in the camp yard and at its proper place at the beginning of the side trail.
August 12, 1949. H. A. Stevens, Henry Disston & Sons, Inc., to Myron Avery.
Dear Mr. Avery:
Please excuse the delay in answering your letter of July 27, I949. It was waiting for me when I
returned from a vacation.
First, I think you are entitled to an explanation as regards our requesting that you forward $1.20
to cover the cost of repairs to the type of Shear you folks formerly used. We have found it is
quite costly to enter an order and it has been made a policy, rather than make an entry in our
books for all repair work, we find it much less expensive to handle it on a cash transaction basis.
This is the only reason we requested you to remit the $1.20.
I was pleased to receive your handwritten letter with your statement that you felt the handles as
now redesigned for the #4 Lopping Shears will prove satisfactory. I have requested from the
plant the smallest quantity of handles they can economically manufacture and I will be writing
you as soon as this information is received.
cc: Mr. Henry A. Woolman, Prof. Roy F. Fairfield, Miss Sadye Giller, Miss Jean Stephenson, Mr.
Harris Shettel, Mr. John W. Clark
August 13, 1949. Jean Stephenson to Collector of Internal Revenue, Augusta, Maine.
Dear Sir:
When the Maine Appalachian Trail Club, Inc., officers took steps this year to file the annual
return on Form 990, it developed that somehow the letter from the Bureau of Internal Revenue,
advising of exemption of the organization from tax, had disappeared. This is understandable, as
the President has died, and the Treasurer and Secretary now reside in Washington.
A new President, and a new Secretary residing in the State of Maine, will be elected this Fall.
Meanwhile, the files are somewhat scattered and it is possible that the letter referred to has been
accidently destroyed.
It seems important that we have a copy of this letter. I am, therefore, asking if you will be good
enough to have the files of your office, or those of the office in which the letter would have
originated, searched and that you furnish us with a copy of the letter. To aid in locating it, I
might say that it was in 1944. We asked for the exemption in August, and my recollection is that
your letter of exemption was dated in December, 1944, but it may have been somewhat earlier.
The exemption was granted, we know. Our retained copies of returns are very blurred but the
paragraph referred to is quoted as either “(6)" or "(8)”, and probably the first of these.
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I am endeavoring to get our files and papers in order (other than those of the Treasurer which
have been kept in correct fashion), and I will appreciate it greatly if you can let me have a copy
of this letter from the Bureau of Internal Avenue granting this exemption.
August 13, 1949. Jimmy Swain, York’s Twin Pine Camps, to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Mr. Avery:
The day after you left, Mr. Smith, Mr. Tappan, and I completed clearing and repainting from
Daicey Pond to the West Branch. Yesterday and today, Mr. Tappan and I worked toward
Katahdin Stream Campsite, clearing in the rain until this afternoon when it began to clear up. I
plan to work ½ day tomorrow on my own time (If August 3 was counted as a working day) to
put this section in good condition. I hope to get the Kennebec campers to put some logs in the
relocated stretch of trail between Grassy Pond and K.S. Campsite to improve the footing.
I will leave here at noon tomorrow to spend 2 nights at Chimney Pond and 1 night at K.S.
campsite, then move to Rainbow. In order to save $10 airplane expense, I would like to hike to
Nahmakanta Lean-to the day I leave Rainbow; spend a day there cutting out logs and cleaning up
the lean-to, then hiking to Antlers the following day to be met by Haynes. I have talked this over
with Mr. Smith and he seemed to think it a practicable idea. The cost of food for this 3 days
would naturally be for my own account, but it seems to me as if you could pay my salary for the
1 day of removing logs. This means that I plan to carry the bucksaw and axe with me.
If you object to this plan for any reason, you will have time to notify me at Rainbow Lake.
I have mixed the blue paint well. Jr. says the heavy shears are his, so I am carrying a pr. of light
shears to Rainbow, with a spare handle taken from the pr. which Mr. Tappan broke.
I sent notice by mail to Rear and Haynes of our plans, saying that I would verify plans by
telephone or telegram.
August 19, 1949. Work reports from Finley and Anderson, received by Avery on August
19. [Hand-written]
Report for week of July 24.
Wednesday July 27 – 8 hrs.
Thursday
July 28 – 5 hrs.
Saturday
July 30 – 3 hrs.
Total
16 hrs.
Wednesday – Today we started on the Monson to Blanchard section. You checked it so you
know what we did. We worked 8 hrs. today but were interrupted Thursday by very hot weather
so we rested. Saturday you arrived and we walked the trail with you.
Report for week of July 31.
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Sunday, July 31
6 hrs.
Monday, Aug. 1
8 hrs.
Tuesday, Aug. 2
8 hrs.
Wednesday, Aug. 3 8 hrs.
Thursday, Aug. 4
8 hrs.
Friday, Aug. 5
8 hrs.
Total
46 hrs.
Sunday and Monday we were with you on the trail. Tuesday we started finishing the clearing
from Monson to Blanchard. Friday we painted from Monson to Blanchard. You said it would
probably take us 4 days to finish it.
Report for week of Aug. 8.
Monday, Aug. 8
Tuesday
Wednesday
Thursday
Friday
Saturday, Aug. 13
Total

4 hrs. (rain)
rain
rain
rain
rain
8 hrs.
12 hrs.

Monday we worked painting until it started raining too hard and it messed up the paint. Saturday
we spent finishing the clearing along the old stage road from the Watson Farm to Savage’s Mills.
P.S. Would you please try to send the checks back as soon as possible because both our cars are
in the garage and we’d like to get them out. Thank you.
August 19, 1949. Myron Avery to James B. Swain, c/o Jasper L. Haynes, Buckhorn Camps,
Middle Joe Mary Lake, Millinocket, Maine. AIR MAIL.
Dear Swain:
On reviewing the notes of my trailwork-checking trip, I find there is one important aspect which
I neglected to emphasize and I am writing lest, when you return to the Nahmakanta Tote-road,
the error be repeated.
There is a distinction between detouring down logs on a Tote-road and on a trail. On the former,
the logs eventually have to be cleared. A detour is temporary, only. As long as the Tote-road
remains, it is apparent that the trail crew was either not disposed to clear the logs or was unable
to do so. Many of the logs on the Nahmakanta Tote-road between the 8 and 9 mile markers were
detours and A. T. markers placed on the detour. Use of the markers for this purpose was an
innovation and an unfortunate one, for it is using a permanent marking symbol to indicate a
temporary expedient. Those logs, which were detoured, are to be cut out and the A. T. markers
removed (knocked off). The detouring of logs on a Tote-road and permanently marking the
detour creates an impression of sloppy and ineffective trail work. The situation is otherwise
where a woods trail with no pronounced footway is used. There one can detour blowdowns and it
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is no indication that the detouring is to avoid the task of cutting out. This is well illustrated by the
relocations on the trail made at the Beaver flowage just south of Mahar campground. The latter
was good technique while the detouring on the Tote-road is exactly the opposite. Those logs
have to be cut out some day and that was one of the purposes of the trail crew. With the situation
of the Tote-road we did not expect these logs would be left.
Further, when you make a detour, the detour should he indicated by ax blazes, which indicate an
intention to return to the original route.
You have probably appreciated, by the comments made to you, as well as by what I had to say,
that the camp owners feel (due to the reduced rate) they have a definite financial interest in this
matter and that they are resentful of any seeming failure to give value for money received. This
impression, which I found along the route, is unfortunate as far as the Trail is concerned. I was
astounded at the small amount of work accomplished after you reached York’s and particularly
with the short stretch covered on what you told me was a day's work in clearing from the Camps
to the canoe landing. It seemed to me that this was hardly more than a couple of hours labor.
Now that you have seen Katahdin and have experienced all the pleasures of Middle Joe Mary
lake, I hope you can concentrate on the aspects of the matter which will salvage for us something
of the project and leave the impression that you have given the Club a full day’s work.
I have received your letter of August 13th. The use of the pen makes for much easier reading and
we appreciate the improvement.
Since I did not return to Washington until August 13th, 1 would not have had any opportunity to
express my views as to your substitute procedure. If, however, it is meant that you have left the
logs in the Nahmakanta Tote-road, which is the subject of this letter, then you would still have to
go back from Joe Mary, for I am most anxious that we not have these left on our hands.
The failure to fellow instructions and the alteration of plans perhaps were "inspired” by the
inducements of sight-seeing and utilization of pleasant surroundings, such as the side-trail work
at Joe Mary, rather than by labor efficiency. Miss Park and Miss Stephenson were very much
astounded to learn of the cost to the Club and the loss of labor facilities through the side-trail
activities.
As to the shears, I think we could have assured Junior York that we would return them since they
were presented to him by the Conference. I am sorry to see you going to Rainbow with light
shears, for this means that your work (contrary to expectations) will be far less effective.
Your complaint as to the form of your name has been duly registered with my secretary.
I hope very much that what you accomplished after I left resulted in a cleared trail from York's
Camps to Katahdin Stream, since this would serve to correct the unfortunate impression which I
fear the York people have formed of our venture.
While I shall not be able this summer to check the additional work, I think I told you that we
have made arrangements to receive reports.
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It goes without saying that in view of the somewhat unfortunate and distressing results, we
welcome all efforts to accomplish economy, save money and, more than anything else, to obtain
aa effective job and a return for the very large amounts involved. To this end, I ask again that
you follow the outlined schedule without deviation. shall look forward to the receipt of your
report showing what you accomplished at Rainbow and how you have dealt with the logs in the
Tote-road.
On the possible chance that a copy of this mght reach you in time, I have sent a carbon to you in
care of Rainbow Lake Camps, Kokadjo, Maine. A copy is also being sent to you in care of
Perham’s Camps, Chairback Mountain Camps, Long Pond, Brownville Junction, Maine.
This letter was dictated by Mr. Avery but sent out without being checked to avoid delay.
CC:

Miss Park, Miss Stephenson

August 19,1949. Myron Avery to Murray H. Stevens, Vice Chairman, A.T.C., 3804
Graystone Avenue, Riverdale, New York.
Dear Murray:
On my return to Washington I found your letter of August 10th.
Seymour Smith and I spent ten days on the Appalachian Trail in Maine between Moxie Pond and
Daicey Pond. I will tell you of what was accomplished when I see you.
The matter of the publication fund is not only your responsibility but your “baby" as well and
you should be permitted to bring it up as you are best advised. It would be a little presumptuous
to make suggestions to one who had raised so quickly and so affectively money for the New
York and New Jersey Guide. I do think that it was extremely politic to have sent a copy of the
draft to Stuckey and to have taken steps to bring him actively into the work.
I will be in New York on next Wednesday but you will not have returned, I assume. I have not
been to Headquarters since August 1st so I do not know what has survived the deluge. Do you
still have in mind that you were to send to us pages to be inserted in the New York and New
Jersey Guide to care for the matter of the Indian Town - Manada Gap change?
I trust that you were able to mollify our Pennsylvania friends. I look forward to seeing you in the
near future.
Paragraph added to August 19th ltr.
As a matter of amusement, I am sending you four copies of a letter of July 25th, addressed to
Assistant Secretary Nichol, concerning the A.M.C. Trails. The criticism of travelers who prefer
our paint-blazed system is a waving of the red flag in A.M.C. circles and arouses no enthusiasm.
Encl. Copy of July 25th, ltr.)
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August 19, 1949. Myron Avery to John W. Clark, South Windham, Maine.
Dear Jack:
The enclosed letter to Lawson Reeves is a brief outline of our ten days in Maine. On the whole,
the trail-crew experiment has eliminated most of the problems but it is far from a return for the
money spent or the equivalent of what an amateur crew would have accomplished.
I shall hope to see you in Portland in the near future, for I want to go over with you in detail the
present-day conditions. The Monson crew has done an effective job. Conditions between Bodfish
Farm and Monson were terrible beyond belief. So was the section near the railroad at Blanchard
as you reported. The crew had not worked from Blanchard to Moxie Pond. The Forest Service
crew is combining its mowing with renewing the telephone line. Conditions on the east side of
Moxie are terrible. If you have the opportunity, I would like to see you check from Blanchard to
Moxie Pond after the Forest Service has finished. The Monson boys were to paint from
Blanchard to the Dam. Perhaps we could organize a two-man expedition over Armistice Day and
get that off the books. I mean painting from Moxie Pond to where the Monson crew stopped.
We spent a very pleasant day with the new proprietors at Moxie Pond.
We are certainly going to need to count on re-clearing from Little Wilson Campground to
Blanchard next year and I hope the Monson boys will be available to do the job at a small cost.
Have you taken any action to determine who cut the ski trail on Mt. Bigelow as I suggested?
When the Maine ATC is next organized, there will be a constitutional amendment limiting the
freedom of action of one John W. Clark with respect to non-approved hazardous ventures. The
episode on Old Speck was enough! But the Mt. Bigelow affair indicates indisputably the need for
a law to restrain this individual. Our motive is not altruistic in the slightest. We want to restrain
this individual to preserve him for trail work. A night in a swamp in the rain is not productive of
good trail work the next day! I am sure that Mrs. Clark will join us in supporting this
constitutional Amendment. These episodes of rugged individualism have to end if the trail in
Maine is to continue.
I also have in mind an informal meeting in the fall with our friends in Lewiston, Auburn, etc.,
who we can rally on short notice. What are your thoughts in this connection?
Copy of ltr. to Mr. Lawson Reeves
cc: Miss Park, Miss Stephenson
August 19, 1949. Myron Avery to Lawson Reeves.
Dear Lawson:
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1 spent the first two weeks of August on the Trail in Maine between Moxie Pond and Daicey
Pond checking on the work of the Trail crews. Much was accomplished. The Monson crew was
particularly effective. As a result, I think that we are going to be able to publicize the fact that
every foot of the Appalachian Trail in Maine has been worked on this year.
In order to assure the marking of Mt. Bigelow, we diverted John Clark from his assigned area to
Mt. Bigelow. 1 do not know whether Clark is going to be able to go over this area, although the
work would he less intensive than he would otherwise accomplish.
As soon as we have final word from Mr. Griscom and of your activities beyond Sugarloaf, we
will know whether we can say that every foot of the Trail in Maine has been worked over.
I have heard nothing further from Mr. Griscom after I forwarded a copy of your letter about the
lumber operations. I would rather assume that nothing has developed.
Some time ago you mentioned the fact that Secretary Schairer of the Maine Appalachian Trail
Club had written you as to your availability to become a director but had heard nothing further.
These matters of circularizing prospective officers require time. Mr. Schairer is in the West for
two months on geological work. On his return the matter will be picked up again and brought to
a disposition. You will appreciate why all these things take time and, with the terrific burden
resulting from the Reader’s Digest and the National Geographic articles, this has indeed been a
laborious year.
I have sent you a copy of your own letter reporting on Baldpate so that you might know the
distribution. It is of great help to us for you to follow this practice of telling us of conditions in
the areas where you travel.
I have sent you copies of Helen Taylor’s letters and you know that he intends to work on the Mt.
Bigelow relocation, When the fire season ends I suggest that you make arrangements to see him
and I think you will be able to make real progress on getting help in connection with the
Sugarloaf lean-to situation.
cc: John W. Clark
August 20, 1949. Work report from Richard Finley and Milton Anderson. [Hand-written]
Report for week of Aug. 14.
Monday, Aug. 15
Tuesday, Aug. 16
Wednesday, Aug. 17
Thursday
Friday, Aug. 19
Saturday, Aug. 20
Total

8 hrs.
8 hrs.
8 hrs.
rain
8 hrs.
8 hrs.
40 hrs.
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Finished the painting this week from Long Pond Stream to Monson. Monday and Tuesday we
painted along the road from Long Pond to Little Wilson Campsite. We painted where there were
telephone poles about every 3 telephone poles. Where there were no poles we painted on the
trees at about the same distances. We painted Wednesday, Friday, and Saturday through the rest
of the way. We made the blazes thicker through the woods. This week we plan to go over to the
Marble Brook Camp and finish up. You told us it would take 5 days to paint from Long Pond
Stream out and we finished it in that time.
August 20, 1949. Myron Avery to Francis Haley, Kittery, Maine.
Dear Mr. Haley:
I am enclosing a copy of my letter to Henry Disston & Sons, Inc.
By way of explanation if, when you get back to Monson, you find you have three pair of pruning
shears instead, of one pair, I would ask that you send the two pair of the new type to Prof. Roy P.
Fairfield, 23 Russell House, Bates College, Lewiston, Maine. We would be glad to reimburse
you, on receipt of your advices, for the mailing charges. I hope that Disston did not make this
error which will involve some trouble to obtain the correct distribution.
I appreciate your writing me at length as to developments at Mountain View Camps. I assume
from your letter that they are now closed but I hope that you were able to effect a rapid recovery
from your operation and will be back at the Camps in the near future. I think that our trail crew
will be able to remedy the difficulty growing out of the use of green paint at the upper end of the
side trail. My thought in connection with the blue-blazing of the Trail from the Dam was in
connection with the Appalachian Trail being a matter of accommodation to your Camps and of
benefit to the people walking in since it would preclude any possibility of these people losing
their way while coming in. I imagine that the records which I left as to the mile markers will
have completely disappeared.
I hope next summer you can get over into Gulf Hagas. You will find it most interesting.
I shall greatly appreciate your keeping us informed of developments and how you come along
with the operation of the Camps.
.Enclosure: Copy ltr to Disston Co.
cc: Prof. Roy P. Fairfield
August 20, 1949. Myron Avery to H. A. Stevens, Manager Sales Hardware, Henry Disston
& Sons, Inc., Philadelphia 35, Pennsylvania.
Dear Mr. Stevens:
For ready reference, I attach Disston’s invoice dated August 3, 1949.
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If I have correctly interpreted the invoice, there has been a mix-up or failure to bear in mind the
instructions with respect to the return of the various shears which were sent to Disston for repair.
Mr. Francis Haley at Monson, Maine was to receive one repaired set of the old type. We sent to
you in all three of the new model where the handles were broken. You returned one to me in July
with the new handle. As the correspondence indicates, the one sent in by Prof. Roy P. Fairfield
was to be returned to him at 23 Russell House, Bates College, Lewiston, Maine. The other pair
would come to me at Washington at the address given below.
If, as I infer from the invoice, all of these were sent to Mr. Haley, we will have to ask him to help
us distribute correctly the two pair of the new type.
I am awaiting your advice as to the minimum quantities in which the handles, clamps and nuts
can be supplied. We wish to make an announcement in our Trail Conference publication,
"Appalachian Trailway News” in September and it will be of help if we can have word in this
connection as soon as possible. Probably the various clubs will want to order replacements as
they are required and will not be disposed to take many handles. This piecemeal aspect of the
matter may be somewhat troublesome.
Enclosure Invoice dated Aug. 3, 1949
cc:

Mr. Francis Haley
Prof. Roy F. Fairfield

August 20, 1949. Myron Avery to A.D. Nutting, Forest Commissioner, Augusta, Maine.
Dear Mr. Nutting:
I have just returned to Washington after a very pleasant trip in the Maine woods. We covered the
Appalachian Trail from Moxie Pond to Daicey Pond, with the exception of the Barren-Chairback
Range.
You will have received a copy of Mr. J. W. Clark’s letter in which he commends the trailclearing work on Mr. Bigelow by the second trail crew. We fully realized the heavy burdens
facing Mr. Hutton and yourself by reason of the most dangerous fire situation and we are grateful,
indeed, that this could be accomplished for use by the A.M.C.’s August Camp. We have received
reports of the Camp’s use of Mt. Bigelow and its satisfaction with the condition of the Trail.
I discussed with Mr. Hutton the arrangements with respect to the clearing on Moxie Bald, which
I found will probably require an increased contribution from the Club. I assume that this work is
now underway.
While all that I could say in the matter has perhaps already been reported to you, I thought it well
to pass on to you my observations as to the state of the Cable Bridge since I examined it very
closely on both sides of the River. I wish very much that the pressure of the fire situation would
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abate so that you could see the structure at first hand, either by Forest Service plane or by
walking some three miles down to the River from the road at Daicey Pond.
The damage occurred on the south bank. I had thought, from the account sent to me, that much
of the Bridge had given way and that the whole structure was hanging down into the River. This
is entirely wrong. There is missing some 25 to 30 feet on the south end. It is a sharp break--just
as if the flooring had been cut completely off. The tie-rods for this 25-30 feet hang down but the
walkway for this portion has disappeared. The remainder of the Bridge is perfectly level and in
order and, if there were a means of hurdling this 35-foot gap, the structure would be entirely
usable. The stringers are parallel to the flow of the River, A rod goes down to each stringer from
the cables. Underneath, this rod is fastened by a washer, 3” in diameter; underneath the washer
there is a 1" nut. The damage started when, through rot in the stringer, the tie-rod either pulled
through the hole or broke out through the side. One is led to wonder why so small a washer was
used since it seems obvious that a larger one would have prevented the difficulty. Between the
stringers and the planks, which form the walkway, there are long pieces of timber running along
the axis of the River which support the planks that form the walkway. Some of these long
supporting stringers showed evidence of rot through being placed too closely together.
I think you told me that you had been informed that the “deadmen” were buried logs. Such a
construction would mean that the cables might soon let go. I am glad to say that this report is
incorrect and that the cables are anchored in very large and substantial blocks, imbedded in the
ledges.
Further, there would be no great difficulty in reaching the structure by the road along the north
bank of the West Branch from the mouth of Abol Stream. The Great Northern, a year or two ago,
made this road into a tractor road in hauling in its driving camps, which are situated on the north
bank near the Bridge. The tractor road crossed Nesowadnehunk Stream on the ledges at the head
of Ledge Falls so that there would be no difficulty.
I do not know how far your investigation has proceeded or whether you have been able to come
to any conclusion as to what you can recommend to the Governor in the way of obtaining money
from the Contingent Fund. I would, however, like to recommend most strongly that a crew of
two or three men be sent to the Bridge at once for the purpose of putting in reinforcements at the
end of the break and to take action to preserve the Bridge in its damaged condition while the
repair situation is being studied. The matter of bridging the gap might even not pose too much of
a problem as compared with rebuilding the section which has given way. The Bridge represents
quite an investment to the State and action to prevent further dropping away might well serve to
minimize the ultimate cost of repair.
Our trail crews have proceeded sufficiently so that, shortly, we can announce that the entire Trail
in Maine has been recleared and reopened. We plan a very intensive publicity campaign to
announce the restored condition of the Trail in Maine and to stimulate travel. The one deterrent
is the Cable Bridge situation. We necessarily have to await the determination of whether this
problem can be solved before undertaking our publicity campaign. It is most unfortunate that the
damage to the Bridge should have occurred at this time, so as to force postponement of the
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publicity which we had intended for the successful completion of the trail clearing in Maine this
year.
Since you have told me that you were asking the views of Supervisors Hutton and Pendleton, I
have thought that It would advance matters to send them a carbon of this letter which records my
own observations. Perhaps they will have an opportunity to view the structure.
Enclosures: 2 extra copies this letter
cc: Mr. J.W. Clark, Mr. Harold J. Dyer, Miss Jean Stephenson
August 20, 1949. Myron Avery to F. H. Schoppe, Nahmakanta Lake Camps, Millinocket,
Maine.
The enclosed copy of letter to the Standard Safety Equipment Company will indicate the present
availability of the type of sweat band which I was using.
I found that we had some bands of another type and I have sent one forward to you under
separate cover.
I have been giving some thought to what you had to say as to the advantages of a register at the
trail junction at the Camps. You will remember that we left the matter with the understanding
that you would run off the wording which you wanted and then we would prepare a sign.
Probably we would have to have it printed in large type and protected by a cellophane sheet. The
next problem is a container for the notebook in which people would register. We have used up all
the regular register cylinders which we obtained for registration on the Trail. There are three or
four of these in use in Maine.
I think that I told you that the conditions along the telephone line did not seem to be too bad from
Rainbow Dam to the Camps. The Trail from the West Branch to Rainbow, while difficult
traveling because it is rough and has a lot of "up and down", is well cleared. The blue trail along
the south bank of the West Branch has become very much ingrown with beech sprouts. You
would hardly know that there was ever a well-used Tote-road in this area.
I have written the Jewell Paint and Varnish Company to ask what their records show about
sending the paint to Nahmakanta in 1947. I will let you know in due course what they have to
say in this connection.
We will go to work on the register notebook and the form of notice when we hear from you as to
what you think would be appropriate.
We are experiencing down here some pleasant weather which brings to mind the pleasant days in
the Maine woods.
Enclosure-Copy ltr. to Standard Safety Equipment Company, this date.
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August 20, 1949. Myron Avery to Jasper L. Haynes, Buckhorn Camps, Middle Joe Mary
Lake, Norcross, Maine.
Dear Mr. Haynes:
1 returned to Washington yesterday and, as the Treasurer of the Trail Club had also returned
from her vacation, I gave her your bill and asked that she send the check to you immediately. I
received your card saying that the money would help. You will remember that I asked you to
have the bill made out so as to expedite getting it paid.
The Conference staff is working on a copy of the Maine Guidebook, that is, putting in the
supplements, in order to bring it up to date and send it to you to include in your library. :
If you have any trouble with keeping the notice up at Antlers, let us know and we will prepare
and send on a sign which can be used in place of the notice.
Miss Stephenson and Miss Giller are looking forward to their trip. Miss Stephenson said she was
awaiting an answer to a letter which she had written you.
Please tell Mrs. Haynes how much Mr. Smith and I enjoyed our stay and her very excellent
meals.
We shall expect to see you next summer.
August 20, 1949. Myron Avery to Austin Wilkins, Deputy Forest Commissioner, Augusta,
Maine.
Dear Mr. Wilkins:
When the pressure of the fire situation subsides, you will probably find on your desk my letter
inquiring as to whether the Forest Service had officially closed the public campsite at Yoke
Ponds,
For record purposes, I have a minor change to report as to the Sandy Stream (new outlet)
campsite. The stream went on a rampage again. There is a campsite half a mile away on the very
edge of Moxie Pond known as Bear Brook Landing, which is most satisfactory and even a safer
place than the one on the bank of the brook. Since the two localities are so close, we assume that
it will be in order to change the listing in our Guidebook from Sandy Stream to Bear Brook
Landing.
August 20, 1949. Myron Avery to Mr. Ricker.
Mr. Ricker:
This is in keeping with our conversation. I will let you know of any response and I would
appreciate your advising me as to any developments on your end.
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I presume that the mail carrier did not locate any of the equipment at the cabin. The man at the
head of the lake denied any knowledge of the situation.
We certainly enjoyed our stay and expect to be back in the near future. I hope that the Forest
Service crew does a thorough job in its trail work. Then we will repaint from Moxie Pond to the
lean-to site.
I have mailed under separate cover copies of the maps for your territory contained in the Maine
Guidebook which you may want to put up on the wall. I have also sent the last two supplements
which should he put into the Guidebook which you have.
August 20, 1949. Myron Avery to George J. Stobie, Commissioner of Inland Fisheries and
Game, Augusta, Maine.
Dear Mr. Stobie:
We have had during the fifteen years the Appalachian Trail has existed across the State of Maine
occasional instances of where we had reported to your Department situations of serious damage
to the Appalachian Trail caused by beaver flowages. Your Department has been most
cooperative in investigating these situations and eliminating the difficulties.
During the past year the Maine Appalachian Trail club has made an intensive effort to
thoroughly re-clear the Appalachian Trail in Maine and eliminate difficulties occasioned during
the cessation of maintenance during the war years. Paid trail crews, in addition to the usual
amateur trail work, have accomplished this re-opening. In addition, the Club transmitted to the
Forest Service $450.00 to be need for the purpose of re-ciearing trails on Mt. Bigelow and Moxie
Bald.
When I was in the area in July, I found that extensive interference with the trail route on the west
side of Moxie Bald (where the Forest Service is clearing under contract) has developed.
Flowages on Bear Brook have seriously impeded the trail route by flooding out an extensive area.
Due to the terrain, relocation so as to avoid the beaver flowages will be very difficult indeed.
This particular flowage is located in Bald Mountain Township, on the east side of Moxie Pond.
Accordingly, I am transmitting this request to your Department, hoping that the opening of this
Township--to eliminate these difficulties--receive consideration. I am informed that there is a
trapper to the vicinity who will be available in the event that the township is opened.
I presume that these matters may be referred to the Supervisor and Warden and, accordingly, I
enclose two copies of this communication.
We shall very much appreciate your Department’s investigating this situation, which is of
particular importance by reason of our pans to publicize the re-opening of the entire Appalachian
Trail in Maine.
Enclosure – 2 extra copies this letter
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Undated note from Seymour Smith.
Myron:
Thanks for keeping me so well informed on this important matter.
This is your copy. Sorry to have kept it so long. S.R.S.
August 20, 1949. Myron Avery to Omar A. Sawyer, Manager of Woodlands, Hollingsworth
& Whitney Company, Waterville, Maine.
Dear Mr. Sawyer:
I have been delayed, by reason of being on the Appalachian Trail in Maine, in acknowledging
earlier your letter of July 25th. We are appreciative of the information which you had furnished
as to the probability of future lumbering operations on White Cap extending across the trail route.
The Appalachian Trail Conference has expended a great deal of money and effort in 1949 in
reopening the trail route across Maine. In addition to volunteer trail labor, it has had two trail
crews working and the Forest Service has recleared the trail on Mt. Bigelow and on Moxie Bald.
We intend to publicize the renovated status of the Trail in Maine and stimulate trail travel. For
those reasons we shall be greatly concerned to know of any further interference through
operations on White Cap. I appreciate how extremely busy you are and, for this reason, we trust
that it will not be too such of a burden if we make inquiry of you from time to time so that we
may be currently informed.
I am fully familiar with the method of lumbering in Maine and know that, while instructions may
he issued, the men in the woods pay little attention to them. Our greatest difficulty with
lumbering operation, such as occurred between Logan Brook and Third West Branch Ponds, is
that the trail is often widened into a hauling road. The Seaboard Company, as you know, has had
for a number of years a very extensive operation on the Barren-Chairback Range. In the spring
they have sent one or two men over the section of trail which was lumbered to saw out any logs
or tops and have thus restored the route. The matter of sawing and chopping out the logs dropped
onto the trail (where it is not used as a hauling road) takes a good deal of time and it is
particularly difficult for our volunteer trail clearers to accomplish.
You will perhaps be interested to know that as a result of the article appearing in the July, 1949
Reader’s Digest the Trail Conference has received to date 7,419 inquiries about the Appalachian
Trail. In addition, the August, 1949 issue of the National Geographic contains a well-illustrated
article; the inquiries as a result of this have just began to develop. Consequently, interest in the
project has increased quite materially.
The purpose of this letter is to ask that, as far as possible, any damage to the Trail—if the
operations on White Cap extend across it—be minimized. This could be done by not using the
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Trail as a hauling road and by adopting the example of the St. Regis Paper Company in
reclearing the route after the winter's operations.
The Appalachian Trail Conference will be most grateful to you if these considerations can be
borne in mind.
We hare sent to you, under separate cover, two booklets descriptive of the Trail which may be of
interest.
Sent under separate covert Publication No. 5 Publication No. 17
August 20, 1949. Myron Avery to Sidney Tappan, 8 Conant Street, Beverly, Massachusetts.
Dear Mr. Tappan:
I have received a further report from Swain and I have learned with pleasure that your continued
activity has meant for a clear trail between Baxter Peak and the West Branch of the Penobscot.
As a result of the opportunity to see the Cable Bridge, I have again taken up with the Forest
Commissioner the matter of having the Bridge repaired through the State’s Contingent Fund.
While there were some unfortunate aspects to the trail-crew work, which you saw, the other crew
worked out well and, with the additional week which we have underway, the Trail in Maine will
be in quite excellent shape as result of this year's activities.
I have sent to you at Beverly some of our Trail Conference literature, in keeping with our
conversation. The "Letter to Inquirers” explains the situation with respect to the Class B
membership, which would result in direct affiliation with the Conference, receipt of its
publication, "Appalachian Trailway News” and permit you to be in close contact with
developments.
There is another aspect of the trail work where I think you have qualified quite completely. This
is in addition to the degree of “Master of Shears” which is to he conferred on you. The Maine
Appalachian Trail Club is an organization comprised of those who have “distinguished
themselves” by the extent of work on the Trail in Maine. The organization is in the process of
electing new officers and, in the near future, I have in mind bringing your name before the
officers as a qualified member. The pleasing aspect about this organization is that it has no
membership dues and the qualification is sort of a perpetual aspect. I am sending you some of the
communications which have recently gone out to Club members.
More seriously, now that you have an excellent basic trail from the River to the Katahdin Stream
campsite and, with the probability that you will be at Daicey Pond each year, you might be
disposed to assume formal responsibility for the trail in this section. By reason of its adjoining
Baxter State Park, we are anxious that its present condition of being adequately marked and
cleared continue. This year represented considerable work because of the deteriorated condition
of the trail. However, the maintenance and cutting back the new growth should not occupy very
much time in future years.
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I will be glad to know that the various publications reached you.
We are certainly most appreciative of all which you contributed to the venture and when I return
to Daicey Pond I Shall look forward to the pleasure of renewing the acquaintanceship developed
there.
August 20, 1949. Myron Avery to Maine Forest Service Augusta, Maine.
Dear Sirs:
Will you kindly address the enclosed communication to Forest Supervisor Pendleton, who
succeeded Supervisor Tingley? Also, will you kindly indicate Mr. Pendleton’s initials and
address and send them to us in the enclosed stamped envelope so that we may correct our records
with respect to “The Appalachian Trailway News”?
Enclosures:
1. Addressed, stamped envelope;
2. Letter to be forwarded to Mr. Pendleton.
August 22, 1949. Harold Dyer, Baxter State Park, to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Myron:
Your pack arrived last weekend. I plan to contact Charlie Mahar on the possibilities of sleeping
at Trout Brook Farm. Have been trying to get Junior York interested in breaking away to join us.
He has never been in that country and has been anxious to see it.
I will contact you in a few days when I see my way clear to set a date. The last half of September
is best for me.
August 23, 1949. Jean Stephenson to Folsom Flying Service, Greenville, Maine.
Dear Sirs:
I and a friend, Miss Sadye Giller, will be arriving in Greenville on Wednesday, August 30 and
the 2:15 bus from Bangor, on our way to Chadwick's First West Branch Ponds Camp.
Mr. Myron H. Avery, whom you recently flew to Third West Branch Pond, tells me that he is
quite sure you can land on First West Branch Pond. If this is the case, Miss Giller and I would
prefer to fly in to First West Branch Pond, instead of going in by car.
In 1947, you sent a plane up to Nahmakanta Lake and brought me to Greenville to see the doctor,
and last year one of your planes took Miss Giller and me from Dore's Camps on Long Pond
down to Monson, so we know your planes and have a fair idea of your prices. I understand the
trip to First West Branch Pond would not be more than $6.00 each.
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Unless I hear from you to the contrary I will assume that you can take the two of us from
Greenville to First West Branch Pond. However, if you get this in time for an answer to reach me
before Monday, August 29, or rather by that date, I will appreciate it if you will write to confirm
this.
While we will arrive in Greenville on the Bangor bus, we wish to make some purchases, etc., and
so prefer to make the time of leaving Greenville somewhat later. We will be at your landing
place at 4 P. M. daylight savings time, unless we hear from you to the contrary. If by any chance
you wish to get in touch with us earlier, you will no doubt find us at Sanders store.
When we get to Greenville I want to talk with you about taking our equipment from West
Branch Ponds to Yoke Ponds on Monday, September 5th. We will be working on The
Appalachian Trail as we walk through, and do not want to carry packs, etc. Transfer of it by
plane seems a good idea, if your rate is reasonable and you can arrange for it that day.
August 23, 1949. Myron Avery to J. R. Hildebrand, Editor, National Geographic Society,
Washington, D.C.
Dear Sir:
As Chairman of the Appalachian Trail Conference, I have been advised of your recent telephone
call to A.T.C. Board Member Howard, in which you said that, contrary to the expectation of the
National Geographic Society, the Society was now receiving very numerous inquiries as to The
Appalachian Trail, as a result of the article in the August 1949 issue of the National Geographic.
I am informed that you advised Mr. Howard that the National Geographic Society, in view of the
situation, proposed having its staff transmit a form communication to those inquirers, advising
them to communicate with the Appalachian Trail Conference in cases where your staff might not,
on its own initiative, be able to determine which of the Conference's publications related to the
subject matter of the inquiry. Unquestionably, the execution of such contemplated procedure of
dealing with these inquiries by your personnel would gradually result in wholesale referral of all
inquiries to the Appalachian Trail Conference.
This conversation is, of course, a recognition of the correctness of the viewpoint of the
Conference as asserted in its communication addressed to the National Geographic Society (both
unanswered) under dates of April 28, 1949, and December 1947. Our latter communication
advised of the very heavy burden and expense which would be imposed on the Conference
through the appearance of the article in the July 1949 Reader's Digest, requested postponement
of your proposed article until 1950, and that procedures be developed to minimize the situation
which our experience indicated would develop. It is a matter of regret that no cooperation to
minimize the expense and burden on this most worthy volunteer project was received from the
National Geographic Society. My letter referred to Mr. Brown's statement to Miss Stephenson
(now demonstrated to be in error) that there would be no inquiries and that the Conference would
not be subjected to any additional burden. I attach a communication which indicates that,
contrary to these statements, the National Geographic, quite some time ago, was advising
inquirers to write to the Conference for information.
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As of this date, by count, 7781 inquiries have been received as a result of the Reader’s Digest
article. Trail Conference literature stocks have been exhausted. Hundreds of volunteers have
been called on for the tasks required to deal with preparing material required for these 7781
inquiries. The Conference is in no position, financially or as far as its ability to obtain further
contributed labor from its staff, after a full working day, to undergo a repetition of the Reader’s
Digest deluge.
The inquiries sent here are handled through the medium of sending out a "literature packet",
containing a brief outline of the Trail project and available literature and a leaflet describing the
Trail, in accordance with the note accompanying the Reader’s Digest article. Experience with
reproduction costs in replacing stock exhausted by the Reader’s Digest inquiries have resulted in
making it necessary to increase the cost from 15¢ to 25¢, as is indicated in the "letter" in the
literature packet. The inquiries sent here as a result of the National Geographic article are
handled through the medium of the enclosed postcard notice.
The expressed intention of advising inquirers to write to the Conference is the very thing which
should not be done. Even though your inquirers enclosed 25¢, we are in no position to care for
the labor and expense of handling another such deluge.
I assume that your call to Mr. Howard was intended to develop some method of dealing with the
situation which the National Geographic article has created, through being able to furnish
additional information to inquirers. We feel that the burden of the additional labor and expense in
this connection should be borne by the organization which has precipitated it and which has
profited financially from the occurrence. To this end, we will supply you, at the standard cost of
25¢ each, literature packets in lots at 100, which can be addressed by the National Geographic
staff and sent forward to inquirers. The information contained therein will enable the inquirer to
determine which publication of the Conference or its member clubs deals with the matter of
interest to him, and he may proceed accordingly. We will arrange to deliver the packets upon
receipt of the National Geographic Society's order and check to payment. (As a volunteer group,
we are unable to sell literature for subsequent payment.)
We feel that where the use of our labors in creating The Appalachian Trail has been of profit to
the National Geographic and its editors, there should be no question of the Society's willingness
to accept this method of handling the problem which you discussed with Mr. Howard.
August 23, 1949. Sadye Giller, Assistant Secretary, Appalachian Trail Conference, to
Ralph Sterling, Caratunk, Maine.
Dear Mr. Sterling:
I am working on a revision of the GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE. It has
been reported that there is a change of ownership for your hotel and your camps. If so, I would
like to have this Information in order that I may make a correction in the guidebook, and would
appreciate your advising me In regard to this matter.
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Mr. Avery wishes to thank you for sending a telegram in reply to his inquiry about Moxie Pond
Camps. He called when going through Caratunk to ascertain the cost of the telegram. Nobody
there knew of the situation; consequently, I am enclosing 50 cents to reimburse you for the
expense in that connection.
August 23, 1949. Myron Avery to J. Ashton Allis, 7 Hanover Square, New York City.
Dear Treasurer:
You will recall that the appropriation for trail work last year went to the Bates College Outing
Club in the amount of $75.00 to reimburse it for the very heavy expenditures incurred by the
Club.
This year the Maine Appalachian Trail Club has spent over $1,200 of its very scanty funds in an
effort to have the Trail in Maine thoroughly cleared in order that we may say the entire
Appalachian Trail is now re-opened. Consequently, I have prepared this voucher in favor of the
Maine Appalachian Trail Club. The check should go to Miss Park.
It will be, I think, quite some time before the effect of this deluge subsides. We are now obliged
to replace the exhausted stationery supply and to obtain paint.
I wish to call to your attention the recently received fourth edition of Publication No. 17, which
has all of the new prices.
Before the Readers’ Digest item, we had on hand about 7,000 copies of the old edition.
Dictated by Mr. Avery but written and sent out during his absence to avoid delay.
August 23, 1949. R. Webb Noyes, Onawa, Maine, to Myron Avery.
Dear Avery:
After a little enquiry here, I was informed that Joseph Tatem, of Haddonfield, N.J., whose tribe
comes here to Onawa (and into which, incidentally, Gov. Driscoll, of New Jersey, married), was
responsible wholly, or in part, for the lean-to at or near Cloud pond. I have sent him a carbon
copy of your letter to me, as you implied I might wish to do, and I hope you will hear from him. I
was told that shingles were taken up over Barren by plane and dropped onto the pond.
I was glad to hear from you again. I don’t know that I shall ever climb any of the Onawa
mountains again, since an M.D. has warned me that it wouldn’t be too good for my high blood
pressure. I wonder if you know hypertension people who go on climbing mountains just the same
with little or no ill effects.
Any time I can help you in any way up here in connection with the Appalachian Trail
Conference, please let me know. My tramping days may be pretty much over, but as long as I
can I shall come to Onawa and I shall be at your service in any way possible. If you should ever
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come in here while we are here at my camp I hope that you will contact us in advance and see if
we cannot make you comfortable during your stay. We have a plenty of room in the camp, even
with guests already here, and you would be more than welcome.
The Maine section of the Appalachian Guide waxes enthusiastic about Onawa’s scenery. I would
be interested in knowing your personal opinion about it, comparing it with other places along the
Trail and elsewhere. Personally, I am pretty well satisfied with it. I have visited portions of the
trail area from Ktaadn to Georgia, particularly the White Mountains, the Green Mountains, and
the Smokies, and I cannot recall that any of these places are greatly superior to Onawa in their
scenic effects.
August 23, 1949.
The Appalachian Trail Conference, Inc.
1916 Sunderland Place, N.W.
Washington 6, D.C.
IN ACCOUNT WITH
THE MAINE APPALACHIAN TRAIL CLUB, INC.
1916 Sunderland Place, N.W.
Washington, D.C.
For partial reimbursement for labor expended in clearing
The Appalachian Trail in Maine

$100.00

Check to be sent to Miss Marion Park, 1228 Eye Street, N.W., Washington, D.C.
Approved for payment:
Myron H. Avery
Chairman, The Appalachian Trail Conference
August 24, 1949. Jean Stephenson to Jasper Haynes, Buck Horn Camps, Norcross, Maine.
Dear Mr. Haynes:
Our plans are now complete and Miss Giller and I will leave Washington August 30 for Maine.
We go first to Chadwick’s West Branch Pond Camps, and then move on to Yoke Pond Camps,
where we expect to arrive the evening of September 5th. We will be there until September 9th.
On the morning of September 9th we will leave there and walk through toward Joe Mary Lake.
We will want you to send over by plane and pick up our duffle, as we will be painting en route
and cannot carry it. Also because we will be painting and go slowly, we will want to be met by
canoe at Cooper Brook. I hardly know what time to suggest, as we want to get to camp by 4:30
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or 5. I should think half an hour or hour would be enough for the canoe trip to camp, so
tentatively I will plan on us being at the canoe landing it 4 P.M, on Sept. 9th.
Since getting the reports on the work to be done yet in that area, I doubt if Miss Giller and I will
get as far as Mahar Campground and certainly not to Nahmakanta Lake. We will want to be
taken by canoe back up Cooper Brook, or be met there another day, and we will also want to
have the canoe take up [sic] the Antlers and possibly the Sand Beach on some days. Those
details we can work out later.
We will be leaving on Thursday, September 15th. As our tickets are from Millinocket and the
morning train does not stop at Norcross, we will have to be taken to Millinocket. If the weather
permits we will go out by plane, otherwise by boat. We might want to be taken somewhere by
plane one day while we are there, but that can also be arranged later.
If the above arrangements are changed, I will let you know by telegram or telephone.
August 24, 1949. Jean Stephenson to Keith Skillen, Yoke Pond Camps, Kokadjo, Maine.
Dear Mr. Skillen:
'This is just a final note to let you know that our plans are now complete. Miss Giller and I will
leave here next Tuesday, and go first to Chadwicks West Branch Pond Camps, arriving there on
August 31.
We will leave there on Monday, September 5, and walk through to your Camps, on the
Appalachian Trail, painting as we go.
I mentioned arranging for you to pick up our duffle at Kokadjo. As that is Labor Day, there
might be a little difficulty to getting it out from Chadwicks as early as your people would be in
Kokadjo, so if I can arrange it (which I think I can) I will have it brought over by plane instead.
So you need do nothing about it unless you hear from me further. If I cannot make such
arrangements, I will let you know, and just what will need to be done.
August 24, 1949. Jean Stephenson to Fred Chadwick, West Branch Pond Camps, Kokadjo,
Maine.
Dear Mr. Chadwick:
At last our plans are completed and this is to let you know that Miss Giller and I will arrive at
your camps in time for supper on Wednesday, August 31st. We expect to remain under [sic]
Monday, September 5, leaving after breakfast with a packed lunch. On that day we will want to
be taken by car to the crossing of the West Branch lumber road and the trail, somewhat to the
northeast of your old outlying camps on Third West Branch Pond (Burns and Boudreau's old
camps). On another day also we will want to be taken down that way, probably, but we can
arrange the exact day after our arrival; the important one is the day we leave.
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As I have not yet discovered whether the bus arrives daylight time or standard, and if standard at
2:15 P.M, it would make it rather late getting in to your camps by car, and as Miss Giller has to
get some things in Greenville, which will make more of a delay, and as I haven't heard definitely
that you can meet us and when, I am arranging to be brought in by plane, as that will get us in
nicely before 5 P.M., in ample time to get settled and check our supplies before supper, and be
ready to start out on the Trail the next day.
We have had sent to ourselves, at your camps, by mail, five boxes, containing our own things
and all the paint, brushes, and other trail equipment we will need. These went to Kokadjo, of
course. Will you please be sure they are all in by the time we get there. Two of them are marked
as from Miss Giller, two as from me, and one as from the Appalachian Trail Conference,
depending on where they were packed. Two will be addressed to Miss Giller and three to me.
We have to have all of them to start work, so it is most important that they be there.
I am looking forward to being at your camps again, for I remember so pleasantly my previous
visits.
August 20 1949. (Corrected August 24, 1949)
Bills to be paid
Williams & Heintz
Mrs. York
Haynes
Anderson
Finley

$154.00
30.00
127.25
63.60
63.60
$438.45

Prospective bills
Maine Forestry Service
Traveler Item
Printing Map No. 4
2,000 copies
Cost of three proofs
Anderson
Finley

$75.00
$104.00
195.00
12.00
24.00
24.00
$584.00

CASH ON HAND AUGUST 20:
Cash in M.A.T.C. checking account
Walter D. Greene Memorial Fund
Loan (to be deposited in checking account)

$179.19
245.79
300.00
$724.98

M.A.T.C. Bonds
Amount
$500
$500

Series
F
G

Number
D 446010
D 1,390,837 G

Date
March, 1944
June, 1944

{Paint used---}
{Advance $20.00}
August 24, 1949. George H. Fernald, 344 South Station, Boston, Mass. to Myron Avery.
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Dear Mr. Avery:
Replying to your letter of July 23rd which I found awaiting me when I got back from camp
Monday:
I have made the following corrections in the map which I am enclosing The trail to Wadleigh Mountain takes off from the tote road at the head of Penobscot Pond
instead of on the dotted line as shown. Musquash Meadows have quite a long rocky thoroughfare
between them. The upper meadows are narrower than the lower ones, which are more like a pond.
There is a short stretch of quick water between lower Musquash and Wadleigh Pond. Wadleigh
Pond is more nearly round as I have tried to show. The Appalachian Trail comes into the road
from Musquash Meadows on the shore of Wadleigh Pond, just about opposite the private camp,
so I have moved your camp site symbol accordingly. The Nahmakanta Camps are between
Rainbow and Pollywog streams and not westerly of Pollywog.
My delineation of Musquash and Wadleigh is not too accurate. I think I have given you the
general idea that upper Musquash has two arms and is long and narrow and marshy; that there
is a stretch of several hundred yards of rock and quick water between it and the lower pond
which is still a meadow, but more of a pond than the upper stretch. There is a short distance of
about fifty yards of quick water with a sharp waterfall from lower Musquash into Wadleigh.
August 25, 1949. Myron Avery to Marion Park.
Miss Park:
Please file under the tax folder for the State of Maine which you are to make.
M. H. AVERY
August 25, 1949. Myron Avery to The Assessor, District of Columbia, Washington, D.C.
Dear Sir:
For ready reference, I am attaching a copy of a communication, dated 27 July 1949, making
claim on behalf of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club, Inc., for exemption from the District of
Columbia Sales and Use Tax under the District of Columbia Revenue Act of 1949.
In this connection, I enclose a copy of a communication, dated 7 April 1945, addressed to the
Maine Appalachian Trail Club, Inc., by the Deputy Commissioner of Internal Revenue, which
sets forth the exemption status of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club, too. This is for the purpose
of supplementing the record previously submitted to establish the Club's claim to exemption.
Enclosures:
1. Copy ltr dtd 37 Jul 49 to Assessor, District of Columbia; {Attached to my letter of 27 July}
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2. Copy ltr dtd 7 Apr 45 from Deputy Commissioner, Internal Revenue
cc:Miss Marion Park (2)
August 25 1949. Myron Avery to Shenandoah Publishing House, Strasburg, Virginia.
Dear Sirs:
I refer to my letter of 20 August 1949, outlining the situation with respect to the exhaustion of
Trail Conference publications.
We have concluded that the first publication to replace is the publication on Appalachian Trail
Lean-tos. I am enclosing the manuscript, which is practically that of a prior edition except for the
list of lean-tos. On that page there are quite numerous changes.
In view of the fact that the manuscript follows the prior publication, I would think that it would
be sufficient to send us page proof but, if you prefer galley, that will be entirely a matter which
we leave to your own judgment.
We shall want to order 1,000 copies of the publication. In view of the demand for all these
publications, I think it highly advisable that you retain the type. We are restricting the number
ordered because of limited space and our desire to have the editions as current as possible.
Enclosure - Manuscripts described above
cc: Assistant Secretaries, Miss Jean Stephenson, Miss Marion Park
August 26, 1949. Memorandum from Myron Avery for Vice-Chairmen, Treasurer,
Secretary, Assistant Secretary in charge of financial records, Editor of Appalachian
Trailway News.
This supplements my memorandum in connection with Vice-Chairman Frizzell’s bill for $49.10
for personal expenses incurred in attending the Vice-Chairmen’s meeting. Vice-Chairman
Frizzell’s letter indicated his view that his associates in the Trail project had been perhaps unduly
influenced, to his detriment, by the fact that they incurred less expenditures than he did. We
would not want our Southern associate to continue to labor under the impression that he was the
victim of a “ganging-up” performance and, while we know that he will continue to carry on his
assigned tasks with full energy and efficiency, I have therefore again reviewed the matter. The
slight abatement of the pressure which we have experienced at Headquarters has offered this
opportunity.
To avoid a discrimination there seem to be two procedures: (1) Reimburse all vice-chairmen,
Treasurer and all attending individuals for the expense incurred. (This would be obviously
impossible with the present Conference income.) (2) Obtain an equality of “sacrifice”, by
reimbursing a vice-chairman for the excess of railroad fare above that incurred by the others.
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Round trip coach fare, New York to Washington, is
Round trip coach fare, Lynchburg to Washington, is
Mr. Frizzell’s claim for first class and Pullman fare
Knoxville to Washington, is
The result would be payment to him of $27.45.

$15.50
8.97
42.95

The deluge of inquiries resulting from the Reader’s Digest item, which to this date has required
the stuffing and addressing of 7806 envelopes and the reprinting of numerous publications, has
seriously depleted the Conference’s quick assets, although its overall position in the way of
available publications, etc., will probably be eventually improved. It will be quite some little
while before all outstanding bills (unavoidably incurred in order to cope with this deluge) are
paid and there are sufficient liquid assets on hand when the Reader’s Digest and National
Geographic episodes have terminated—to the relief of all here involved. We can, however,
consider now what is to be done.
It is a matter of regret to me to have had this situation develop. Complaints reflecting the
opposite view-point from the Vice-Chairman’s have been registered with me also. Since these
matters go to the fundamental nature of the Appalachian Trail Conference, I think it essential to
emphasize some aspects.
The Conference stresses the volunteered nature of its activities. Its officers necessarily must
expect to bear the personal expenses incident to their participation. No member of the Board has
ever claimed reimbursement, although some have served for fifteen years. Officials likewise
have recognized (apart from our financial limitations) that the very nature of Conference work
precluded submission of the so-called standard expense account.
Many Class D members, who contribute $5.00 annually to aid the project, would take decided
exceptions to any method of administration whereby their donations were siphoned off for
traveling expenses of Board members, especially those which would have been incurred in any
event.
I cannot feel that anyone was misled, in this instance. Advance inquiry would have resolved the
question which our Vice-Chairman asked informally as he was leaving Washington, saying that
if it would embarrass matters he would not press the point. The statement of proposed
expenditures and receipts, sent to Board members, did not show any allowance for this item. My
earlier memorandum explained my reason for proposing the resolution at Fontana. The
appropriation has now lapsed with the close of the fiscal year and in view of the dissatisfaction
(from opposite view-points) I think it inexpedient in an organization which has to depend upon
cooperation, to recommend renewing this policy. This puts us back where we were in 1930 and
have been for two decades. Attendance at Conferences or meetings is a personal expenditure.
Postage on submission of vouchers is reimbursable. This policy necessarily remains in effect
until the Board or Conference determines otherwise.
I have now to deal with the suggestion proposed by Vice-Chairman Harold D. Kotz, that each
club should pay the expenses of its Board of Managers member in attending Conference sessions.
This is not practicable. Board members do not represent specific clubs, but districts;
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representation of clubs is coincidental. Attendance of Conference officers should not depend on
their ability to persuade a club to contribute to their travel expenses. It would be another
monumental task for the Chairman to secure from all clubs an acquiescence to a policy of paying
expenses of delegates in an undetermined amount for undetermined meetings, such as a New
Hampshire delegate to a meeting in Georgia. The expense would represent a considerable
impairment of the budget of these groups.
Statistics of revenue to the Conference from members south of Washington illustrate this:
Class A clubs: Natural Bridge Appalachian Trail Club
Tennessee Eastman Hiking Club
Smoky Mountains Hiking Club
Carolina Mountain Club
Georgia Appalachian Trail Club

$15.00
25.00
25.00
10.00
15.00

$90.00

Class D members (1948 list)
F. W. Alleman, Florida
B. K. Babington, Georgia
Sterling R. Brinkley, Georgia
Robert Bliss, North Carolina
L. H. Coolidge
Wayne Fraser, Florida
Kenneth Kerr, Florida

$5.00
5.00
5.00
5.00
5.00
5.00
5.00

$35.00

(There are no Class D members from any club below the Shenandoah National Park.)
The broadening of the organization at Fontana and the specific assignment of duties to the ViceChairmen was intended to permit more efficient functioning and to accomplish certain tasks.
They are all listed and outlined. The April reports indicated what remains and that certain items
which could be dealt with a minimum of labor had not even been initiated.
Accordingly, I propose that the Treasurer, when the Conference finances permit, send a check
for $27.45 to Mr. Frizzell.
August 26, 1949. Warren Ricker, Troutdale Camps, The Forks P.O., Maine, to Myron
Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Sir:
Mr. Richard Longley our local game warden is quite certain that B. M. Township will be open
this winter. However I was on Bald M. three days ago by way of A.T. and isn’t a drop of water
in the bog that was flooding the trail.
They may move up stream and flood some other spot so better wait and see if we can clear them
out this winter. I shot a bear on my trip 200lbs. Bet your son would liked to have been with me.
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The cuttings you mentioned on N. Bald is the old Blue Berry trail, cut out some years ago. They
have not started clearing the trail as yet.
P.S. Many thanks for the toys for the kids.
Copy John W. Clark
August 26, 1949. Myron Avery to Richard Finley, Monson, Maine.
Dear Richard:
I have received your sheet covering the work for the week of August 14th.
Since I would expect that your next week’s report would cover the painting into the Moxie Bald
lean-to site and the clearing to the Dam, it will be easier for us to make one final payment. Miss
Park has already sent you one very large check. I am telling her that for the week of August 14th
you have 40 hours.
What you have written about painting the telephone poles sounds as if it were a very good
arrangement provided the old paint on the poles was scraped off. When you write your final
report, tell me in detail the work done into Moxie, and give me the list of equipment remaining.
We want you to put in one day clearing and repainting the Little Wilson Falls side trail and the
Big Wilson Cliffs. If, as I expect, you have finished to Moxie, this would mean one day next
week.
I hope that the painting from Little Wilson is not only sufficiently intensive but that you used
care to keep to the 6x2 blazes and used enough brown paint to get rid of the old blazes.
We will have the work checked during the fall but probably you will not have word when this
happens since the person who will do the checking will make the trip on short notice.
cc: Miss Marion Park
August 26, 1949. George Stobie, Commissioner, Inland Fisheries & Game, August, Maine,
to Myron Avery.
Dear Sir:
I have your letter of August 20th regarding beaver flowage in Appalachian Trails.
This matter will be looked into and action taken if found necessary.
{Copy Seymour Smith, John W. Clark, Warren Ricker.}
August 27. Report by Richard Finley and Milton Anderson, Monson, Maine
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Report for Week of Aug. 21.
Monday, Aug. 23
Friday, Aug. 26
Saturday, Aug. 27

8 hrs.
8 hrs.
8 hrs.

We went in Monday and worked all day clearing. Tuesday we started working and we could
smell smoke. We worked about 4 hours and decided we would get out before we got caught in a
forest fire. Micky went down to see the Game Warden and he said that we weren’t allowed to cut
bushes because of the fire hazard. We went back in Friday to finish the painting which we did in
two days. There is two or three more days clearing in there. We have painted right through to the
Moxie Bald lean-to site. There is only on really bad place that needs clearing but having it all
cleared would be better. We start school next week (Sept. 6)
List of equipment:
5 clippers {what kind}
5 weeders
7 paint brushes
2 paint scrapers (one broken)
1 pr. goggles
We had to buy paint this week.
2 qts. cheap white @ $.75 per qt.
1 ½ qts. cheap brown @ $.75 per qt.
Total $2.63
{Copy John Clark, Marion}
Aug. 29, 1943. Lawson Reeves to Myron Avery, Prof. Roy Fairfield, Bronson Griscom.
Gentlemen:
I was with a group that climbed Saddleback Mt. in Rangeley yesterday and I am giving a report
as I found conditions on the trail, so as to aid next year’s work trips.
We met three young men at Highway 4 who had come over the trail from Caratunk. They
reported conditions as being very good everywhere except the section from Sugarloaf to Oberton
Stream. The two places that I did not get cleared last year was bad for them. They reported
Bigelow as being good, the east side of Sugarloaf where I cleared this summer, and from
Oberton Stream to the Lookout Tower.
I am sorry to report that after several attempts I have not been able to organize a work trip as yet
from Oberton to Sugarioaf. Present plans call for a trip the week-end of Sept. 10, 11, 12. I will
have to lose a day’s work in the mill to get it in. I can assure you, Myron, that I will get it cleared
yet this summer. I have corresponded with Helon Taylor and he has promised assistance in
getting the lumber in to Sugarloaf Shelter on the first snow this fall. If he can not get a horse, we
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will haul it in on his "moose sled". This shelter will be repaired for spring travel. Mr. Hutchins
let me down.
We found the trail up Saddleback had been used a great deal and was well worn. It was well
painted, and fairly clear. However, the entire distance from Piazza Rock Shelter to the timber
line will need brushing out next spring. The side trails to Piazza Rock, the caves and to the spring
on top of the mountain all need repainting blue. The side trail to the spring has never been
painted.
SIGNS: all of the signs are in more or less bad shape. Beginning at the top: # 253 obliterated, #
254 down and obliterated. Evidently, these are on Mr. Griscom’s section. From my list I can not
tell what #255 is supposed to be. There should be a sign just west of the tower marking the side
trail to the spring. #256 is o.k., #257- This is the sign that was pointing in the wrong direction
and was reported last summer. I replaced this and it is o.k. now. #258 has been split in two and
needs replacing. #260 is missing and was never replaced after the trail was reopened this spring.
# 259 is o.k. # 261 should be replaced. # 262 is not too bad and could last another year or so. The
last time that I went by #263 on the highway it too needed replacing.
The cairns on the mountain are well made and in good shape. East of the tower the trail was well
painted as far as we could see.
Myron, I have assess [sic] to a stencil cutting machine, the same as Bates College Outing Club
uses, also a friend who is a sign painter. I could make a number of signs this winter, free of cost,
if you wanted some made. I hope this report will aid the several groups in their maintenance
problems next year.
{Copy: John W. Clark, Prof. W. H., Sawyer, Murray H. Stevens, Miss Stephenson, Helon N.
Taylor}
August 30, 1949. Myron Avery to Jean Stephenson, c/o Buck Horn Camps, Norcross,
Maine.
Miss Jean Stephenson:
This is a reminder in connection with having the measuring wheel sent to Dyer in the event that
it might slip your mind. I left it at Haynes.
August 30, 1949. Myron Avery to Harold J. Dyer, Baxter State Park, Millinocket, Maine.
Dear Harold:
Thank you for your recent note telling me that the pack has arrived. I am arranging to have sent
one of the measuring wheels which is now at Haynes Joe Mary Camps.
Incidentally, proof of the U.S.G.S. Schoodic Quadrangle has appeared. I will bear in mind to
send you the final map.
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I note that shortly after Labor Day you will let me know when will be the most convenient time
for the trip. Work is very pressing here and my No. 2 man has not yet been on vacation, so it will
require a little advance notice and planning.
The Reader's Digest item score to date is 7,914 inquiries. We do not have the statistics on the
National Geographic or on the Glamour items. The volume of sales is very large and the
Katahdin section of the Maine Guide has become exhausted. I thought that it would last until
next year. As a result, we shall have to arrange for reprinting it during the winter.
I thought that I had better say that if your plans and commitments are such that you would be in a
position to do any of the re-checking work with a measuring wheel this fall, on the basis
discussed in our letters of last spring, that it would not only be most timely but an essential to the
issuing of a new edition.
I dislike very much to issue this reprint without an exact check of each trail mentioned. In
addition, the Abol Trail would need be measured and description written for it.
I have sent to you and to Junior York, in a map tube, photostats of the detailed maps of the
Penobscot West and East Branches. They are from the now out-of-print water resources of the
Penobscot West Branch and will make excellent maps to exhibit when you have space for that
purpose.
I shall look forward to hearing from you in the near future.
cc: Miss Jean Stephenson
August 30, 1949. Myron Avery to R. N. Noyes, Onawa, Maine.
Dear Noyes:
I am greatly obliged to you for your letter of 23 August and I appreciate the information you
have furnished with respect to the Cloud Pond lean-to. The details as to the construction are of
much interest.
I am most anxious to make contact with the builders so that the situation would be fully
understood and that there would be no irritation over the fact that our side trail goes to the lean-to.
When we returned to the Pond, we saw that anyone who came down the former side trail was
bound to see the lean-to and would make his way around the shore to the structure. Thus, the
addition of blue blazes around the Pond has not affected the situation. Incidentally, there is a
benefit conferred on the non-residents since they now light fires with a clear conscience and
would not be violating any state law. This structure has become a public Campsite and there is
this gain. I hope that it will be appreciated.
I am grateful to you for your invitation. My trips to Onawa are usually somewhat on the hurried
end as we are doing trail work. Some of these days I will have the leisure to look for your Camp.
I would like to see it.
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When I was last at Lubec, I was looking through your publication on Maine imprints.
The Intervale aspect of Bodfish Valley with a mountain behind has always charmed me. It is like
similar localities in New England. However, the loss of that magnificent spruce and fir forest,
except for the mile on the summit of Barren, is a real tragedy. You will be just as happy if you do
not see the desecration.
Yes, I know many people who have developed hyper-tension and still climb mountains and are
numbered among the living.
My older boy and I were on Boarstone this spring. That is certainly most impressive in the way it
comes up from the lake and it is unfortunate that there should exist a problem of access and
people be denied this privilege.
I may see you one of these days at Bowdoin Commencements, if not at Onawa.
We have had the Trail from Barren to Moxie Pond recleared and, since it involves little climbing,
you may find that some of these sections will afford pleasant trips for you.
August 30, 1949. Sidney Tappan, Beverly Mass., to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
My dear Mr. Avery,
Your letter dated the 20th reached me yesterday, and your two parcels of Trail Conference
literature came last week. I have enjoyed reading or re-reading all of the material. I was quite
touched to receive so much attention for I realize that your time is limited even if your interest is
not.
If my efforts to be of assistance with the trail clearing chore have helped the A.T.C., you, and the
York’s I am most happy. As I told you, I have enjoyed the trail for many years and was glad to
have an opportunity to help those who had given me pleasure. I will be available for yearly
maintenance and cutting back of new growth from the West branch to Katahdin Stream so long
as I am able to get to York’s for my annual vacation. Presumably that would be during July or
August or part of both months. Unfortunately that is the only time which I would be available. If
this is satisfactory to you I will do my best to take care of the trail from the river to the stream.
Shortly I shall mail my five dollars and application for class D membership in the Conference. If
you feel that my efforts this year have qualified me for membership in the Maine Appalachian
Trail Club, I will appreciate your presenting my name for their consideration.
Perhaps Swain told you that inside of twenty four hours after we had finished clearing the trail
from the river to Baxter Peak, three good sized trees fell across the trail between Daicey and
Grassy Ponds, completely blocking it. It took me a morning’s work to remove them with axe and
saw. My last two days in camp I cleared about two thirds of the trail from Daicey to Lost Pond.
{Copy Clark, Stephenson, Park, Seymour Smith}
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August 31, 1949. W. John Brennan, Publicity Assistant, New Hampshire State Planning
and Development Commission, Concord, New Hampshire, to Roy Fairfield. Bates College
Outing Club 23 Russell House Lewiston, Maine.
Dear Mr. Fairfield:
We were glad to learn in your letter of August 21 that the Bates Outing Club is making plans to
climb Mt. Washington on October 16 if conditions are right.
For information about Mt. Washington at that time of year, the best trail to use, and probable
weather conditions we wish to refer you to Mr. Joseph B. Dodge of the Appalachian Mountain
Club Pinkham Notch Hut, Gorham, New Hampshire. We do not know of anyone more qualified
to give you this information than is Mr. Dodge. We are sending him a copy of this letter with the
request that he communicate directly with you.
Some literature about the Appalachian Mountain Club huts system and the White Mountain
National Forest go to you under separate cover.
We hope you have a good trip and that weather conditions are favorable.
August 31, 1949. L. S. Cook, Great Northern Paper Company, Spruce Wood Department, 6
State Street, Bangor, Maine, to Myron Avery.
Dear Mr. Avery:
Many thanks for the copies of your valuable treatise "The Telos Cut" which were accompanied
by "Nineteenth Century Photographs of Katahdin" and "The Artist of Katahdin American
Mountain Painters, 111, Frederic Edwin Church, 1826 -1900." These latter are of much more
than passing interest, for I have long wondered about the "Church Lot" on Millinocket Lake in
Twp. 1, Range 8; and it now becomes associated with the American Landscape School at its best.
Am sending under separate cover a copy of our West Branch Map on which I have indicated in
red crayon the location of the road constructed from the Pittston-Boundary road to the
headwaters of North Branch and St. John.
I have indicated in blue the approximate location of International Paper Company road leading in
from St. Aurilie, P. Q., to Twp. 7, Range 18. You will note that these two roads are now very
near a junction, and this may be accomplished another season.
Trusting you will call on us for such information as we are able to give, and again thanking you
for your kind assistance, I remain…
August, 1949. Trail Reports
TRAIL REPORTS
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Section 1
KATAHDIN TO DAICEY POND
II. A. T. MARKERS:
30 new ones installed by Smith. Smith replaced A.T. markers (2) on summit post.
III. MILE MARKERS:
Nos. 1 to 7 repainted (including 5.2 m.).
V. BOARD SIGNS:
Nos. 13 and 14 installed. (No. 14 nailed to old signs.) Last line of No. 14 removed because of
error. New signs needed at Katahdin summit (including framed notice) and at Thoreau Spring.
TRAIL REPORTS
Section 2
DAICEY POND TO RAINBOW LAKE CAMPS
III. MILE MARKERS:
Painted 10, 9, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5.
V. BOARD SIGNS:
Installed following, made 7/49 by Pryor: 20, 21, 24, 25, 26, 27a (corrected error 10. m. to 4.5 m.
in pencil), 27b, 27c, 28, 29, 30.
TRAIL REPORTS
RAINBOW-NESOWADNEHUNK TRAIL
I. PAINT:
Fair
V. BOARD SIGNS:
Signs 30, 29, and 28 installed.
VI. CONDITION OF TRAIL:
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South slope fairly clear except brakes. Down timber near base of north slope. Tote-road very
badly overgrown.
VIII. NEEDED WORK:
1. Re-paint on Tote-road
2. Clear logs and lower end.
TRAIL REPORTS
Section 3
RAINBOW LAKE CAMPS TO NAHMAKANTA LAKE
(Supplementary Notes by Myron H. Avery)
I. PAINT:
Paint very good, Dam to Nahmakanta.
III. MILE MARKERS:
All mile markers, 1 to 7 inc., repainted.
IV. TRAIL DATA:
Guidebook data checked.
VI. LEAN-TO:
Rainbow Lake Lean-to: better condition than in 1947. Cloth lean-to sign installed; previous one
cut out. Cans dump 10 ft. south. Signs sent Schultz not installed. Forest Service, tin cans, toilet,
spring signs given Swain to install. Fireplace needed. Less mess than 2 years ago.
Sign “Rainbow Lake Lean-to” inside the structure.
VII. CONDITION OF TRAIL:
Lower half 6 to 8 m. mowed, including swale grass. Alders around Bean Brook have grown in.
At least a dozen huge hardwood trees across Nahmakanta Tote-road. One clump 3 firs.
Dam to Camps: Fair. Bushes in dry sections. Bushes in wet areas. Handmade sign to Big Spring
reinstalled.
VIII. NEEDED WORK:
1. Install A. T. markers.
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2. Cut logs.
3. Clean up lean-to and install signs there,
4. Mow from Dam to Rainbow Lake Camps.
IX. EQUIPMENT AT RAINBOW LAKE CAMPS:
In Carton
5 cans Brown paint
¼ can Brown paint
2 cans White titanium oxide
1 can partly used white paint
2 quart Blue paint (in jars)
60 markers (package)
100 nails
16 markers
83 nails
4 used sign boards (1 pointed) repainted.
EQUIPMENT AT NAHMAKANTA LAKE CAMPS:
2 cans Brown paint
50 markers
100 nails
(Carton 12 qts. paint not located; weeder not located)
TRAIL REPORTS
Section 3
RAINBOW LAKE CAMPS TO NAHMAKANTA LAKE
(Prepared by J. B. Swain)
I. PAINT:
In good condition.
II. A. T. MARKERS:
No action.
III. MILE MARKERS
Did not see 1, 2, 3, 4. Found 5, 6, 7 in good shape.
IV. TRAIL DATA:
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(See sheets enclosed)
V. BOARD SIGNS:
Some missing. New ones needed.
VI. TRAIL CONDITIONS:
Cleared with weeders and shears from Schoppe's almost to Rainbow Dam. Remainder of section
is a mess - swampy, ingrown.
VII. NEEDED WORK:
1. Annual mowing of Tote-road.
2. Work still needed at lean-to. No work done in 1949.
3. Relocate mile markers and install A. T. Markers.
4. Throwing out of debris left by recent reclearing of telephone line along Rainbow Lake. I
walked thru hurriedly to meet plane and did not have time to notice the trail very much between
the Dam and Rear's Camps.
VIII. EQUIPMENT:
Accidentally, Rogers left his shears on the dock at Rear's Camps. Thus, add 1 pr. shears to
present inventory.
TRAIL REPORTS
Section 4
NAHMAKANTA LAKE CAMPS TO MAHAR CAMPGROUND
(Supplementary Notes by Myron H. Avery)
(See 1947 Report for details.)
III. MILE MARKERS:
Mile markers 11, 10, 9, 8, repainted. (No, 11 on small rock 50 ft. east of brook and on board on
tree too); 7 (6 put in by estimate), 5, 4, 3, 2, and 1 re-painted.
V. BOARD SIGNS:
Replace No. 55 to Antlers at Mahar. Need signs for Wadleigh Campsite (Nos. 45, 46; others are
O.K. although not correspond to 8th revision.) No. 42 needed (broken by bear).
VI. LEAN-TO:

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine – 1949 – Compiled by David Field – Page

217

Installed Forest Service Campsite sign, tin can, toilet signs and cloth sign (used 4 nails). Trail
needs blue-blazing. Bench and tables (oil drums). Bar inserted for latrine; path cut; barrel for
cans. Spring sign put in on approach trail. Debris from roof brushed off to end of roof by crew;
removed by M.H.A. Needs clean-up.
VII. TRAIL CONDITIONS:
Between 8 and 9 m. totally inadequate clearing. Dozen down logs to be sawed out; several in
clumps; one enormous hemlock and maple. Run-arounds marked by A.T. markers (to be
removed).
9 to 10 m. clear - fine going - -one small down log only. 21 to 11 m. clear; 11 m. to Mahar
Campground raspberry bushes. Between Prentiss Valley and Nahmakanta Tote-road 8 logs left
uncut (to be removed); mowed well but narrow from Prentiss to Wadleigh Valley. Worst spot is
top of rise entering woods. Wadleigh Valley has 2 dozen hardwood logs; Wadleigh Farmsite to
Camp - little clearing done - numerous logs (l4).
From canoe landing (0.7) to Camps there are 6 down logs .
VIII. NEEDED WORK:
1. Nahmakanta Lean-to: clean up and blue-blaze.
2. Ax and saw work between 8 and 9 m. (remove A.T. markers on blowdown detours).
3. Annual mowing of raspberries between 11 m and Mahar Campground.
4. Replace sign (at Mahar Campground pointing to Antlers), No. 55, 45, 46, and 42.
5. Cutting of logs between Nahmakanta Lean-to and Prentiss Valley.
6. Cutting of 4 dozen logs--lean-to to Camps.
7. Install Wadleigh Campsite signs.
8. See 1949 reports.
TRAIL REPORTS
Section 4
NAHMAKANTA LAKE CAMPS TO MAHAR CAMPGROUND
(Prepared by J. B. Swain)
I. PAINT:
1947 paint looks good as new.
II. A. T. MARKERS:
Installed new ones from Mahar to Nahmakanta Lean-to.
III. MILE MARKERS:
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Did not see 3, 6, 7, or 8. (Painted, M.H.A.). The 4 was found only by accident as was the 11. (If
mile markers are placed on trees, the numbers should be fore and aft, with the arrow at the side.)
1, 2, 4, 5, 9, 10, 11, all seen.
IV. TRAIL DATA:
See corrected sheets.
V. BOARD SIGNS:
Several new signs needed to replace the old. See sign list. Found package of signs at Schoppe’s
and brought it to Buck Horn, with intention of installing. (Installed by M.H.A. at Lean-to.)
VI. LEAN-TO:
Roof cleaned off and brush removed from bunks. Cleaned up a bit, but could find no garbage pit.
VII. TRAIL CONDITION
Nahmakanta Tote-road cleared of raspberries at lower end and tree at upper. Lean-to to Prentiss
Valley: Logs removed and shears used. Prentiss Valley to Wadleigh Farmsite: Mowing was
essential. Several large logs were left in trail between 4 m. and 5 m. Remainder of section was
found in excellent condition and little work was needed.
VIII. NEEDED WORK:
Install A. T. Markers and wooden signs where needed. Annual mowing of most of the section is
essential. Paint blue trails.
IX. EQUIPMENT:
Only change is that I have removed the package of signs to Buck Horn. Mr. Schoppe had not
opened the package.
TRAIL REPORTS
Section 6
YOKE PONDS TO LOWER JOE MARY LAKE
(Supplemental Notes by Myron H. Avery)
I. PAINT:
Poor. Large blazes; on rocks; and old blazes not obliterated. (Cooper Falls side trail not blueblazed.) Blazing from Cooper Falls to Joe Mary Side Trail is improvement on first section.
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III. MILE MARKERS:
10 corrected; 9 (may be 300 ft. too far west); 8 corrected for data; 7 and 6 in correct locations,
repainted; 5, 4, 3 and 2 repainted.
IV. TRAIL DATA:
From Kokadjo Road to Cooper Falls, wheel ran .1 m. high; set wheel at Cooper Falls from 6.25
m. to 6.15 m. (Remeasuring would undoubtedly alter total length of this section.)
VI. TRAIL CONDITIONS:
Crawford Pond to Cooper Falls needs weeded work; bushes in center. Cooper Falls to Joe Mary
side trail, road open, little growth, some dead material in trail. Three large logs in one clump; 1
dozen uncut in all.
VIII. NEEDED WORK:
1. Repainting of Appalachian Trail.
2. Blue-blaze Cooper Falls Trail.
3. Remove 2 dozen logs.
4. Clear from Kokadjo Road to Cooper Brook Falls.
5. Paint out north fork of blue trail at 11.25 m.; paint out the fork where there is no sign (J.S.)
TRAIL REPORTS
Section 7
YOKE PONDS CAMPS TO WEST BRANCH PONDS ROAD
(Supplemental Notes by Myron H. Avery)
I. PAINT:
Painting from 1.95 m. to East Branch somewhat oversize and inefficient. Painting from East
Branch crossing to 6.75 M. much too sparse. For remainder of section, blazes over large; old
blazes not removed; many rocks used where trees available, etc. All can be much improved.
(Little Boardman Trail is still white paint.)
III. MILE MARKERS:
No. 7 m. marker is 350 ft. too far west. Nos. 4 and 5 put in (located on ground) and checked by
wheel.
IV. TRAIL DATA:
Ran wheel; all distances check except 6.7 m. instead of 6.75 m. as per Guide.
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VI. CONDITION OF TRAIL:
At 9 m. big clump of down trees. Some new blowdowns in lumbered area. Sprouts and bushes
will require mowing in 1950. From East Branch crossing (4.15 m.) to 6.75 m. too little clearing
done; lumber campground overgrown. Fair condition between 2 and 3 m. Clear from 2 m. to
Camps except for failure to cut conifer limbs about 1/2 m. from Yoke Pond Camps.
VIII. NEEDED WORK:
1. Re-blaze (except 0.7 m. to 1.96 m., (south to North).
2. Clear along East Branch (alders)
3. Trim back conifers near Yoke Ponds.
TRAIL REPORTS
Section 10
BODFISH FARM TO MONSON
(Seen by M.H.A. after clearing by Finley, but painting still to be done.)
I. Paint: Renewed sidetrails-- Jim Whyte, Wilson Cliffs, and little Wilson painted/
II. A.T. Markers: Renewed; old obliterated.
III. Mile Markers: 4 to 12 found and repainted. Checked by wheel.
IV. Trail Data: Revised by use of wheel.
V. Board signs: (Copy)
VI. Trail Conditions: Bad from Little Wilson to Moose Pond; dense growth of sprouts; much
ingrown; will require annual mowing. Very obscure here. From inlet Moose (Little Wilson) trail
more open. Crossing of little Wilson overgrown. Stage road; requires more work. (In entire
section much dead birch to be thrown out.) Some alder patches too.
VII. Needed work:
1. Mow annually as far as Moose Pond.
2. Paint stage road to throw out dead birch. [sic]
3. Install Signs Nos:
{Copy Childs; Headquarters (2) Maint/ Files}
TRAIL REPORTS
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Section 11
MONSON TO BLANCHARD
(Covered by M.H.A. 7/30; then worked to 3.3 m. (N to S) by crew.)
I. Paint: Renewed.
II. A.T. Markers: Renewed.
III. Mile Markers: 2 repainted; 3 and 4 relocated for change in route.
IV. Trail data: Revised. Shortened by 0.2 m.
V. Trail conditions: For 1/3 m. after 1.7 m. overgrown. There is considerable travel to 3 m.
(yellow cottage). Much overgrown from old field to Greenville Road. Road is overgrown and
requires much clearing. Particularly bad from railroad to Greenville Road. Some sections very
good.
VI. Board signs: No. 169 O.K. No. 171 needed. (There is post here.) No. 172 and post firmly
placed (sign somewhat faded). No. 173 missing.
VII. Needed Work:
1. Install signs Nos. 171, 172, and 173.
2. Clear route for l/3 m., after 1.7 m., and from old farm to road annually.
{Copy Childs; Headquarters (2) Maint/ Files}
TRAIL REPORTS
Section 12
BLANCHARD TO MOXIE POND
(Covered by M.H.A. and Seymour Smith before trail crew finished.)
I. Paint: Renewed Blanchard to Moxie Bald Lean-to (Finley and Anderson). Paint from Lean-to
poor; good on mountain. Very poor firetower to Moxie Pond.
II. A. T. Markers: Renewed old obliterated to Dam.
III. Mile Markers: Nos. 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9,10,11, 12, 13, 14, 15, and 16 repainted by Smith. (No.
8 shifted by Finley 350 ft.) No. 1 to be repainted by Finley. (Removed erroneous 11 m.)
Corrected error on 15 - Bear Brook.
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IV. Trail data: Rechecked by wheel to Bald Mountain Pond and checked to Moxie Pond.
(Measurements .04 m. low between 2 and 3 m.) By Marble Brook measurements 0.1 m. low;
kept old figures for data. Checked carefully re camps at Marble Brook (2). From 5 m. marker
wheel was 8.13 m. at 8.22 m., and 8.28 m. at Bald Mountain Dam.
V. Board Signs: Nos. 175 and 176 missing. Nos. 179 and 180 (installed in 1945) in excellent
condition. Nos. 181 and 182 not installed. Nos. 183 and 184 in excellent condition. (Post with
A.T. crossing nailed to it found at 8.7 m.; to be installed.)
VI. Trail Conditions: Jeep went as far as Marble Brook. Very good over Breakneck Ridge. Some
growth in center between 3 and 4 m. Bad alder growth at Marble Brook. From 4 to 5 m. ingrown
by conifers. Some alder patches and beaver flowage has alders. Bad, rough, ingrown near dam.
From dam to lean-to fair condition; fallen birch. From Iean-to to H. & W. Camp – bad; many
down trees; much growth of maple and birch; worst section. East slope of Moxie; many conifers
down. Threw out a great number. Trail on mountain surprisingly good. (Paint on mountain lasted
longer than in the woods.)
From watchman’s cabin to H. & W. Campground open with small sprouts; worst growth just
above campground. Fire-killed area very bad; new beaver flowages; particularly one on south
bank. Mowing urgently needed.
Crossing of Bear Brook bad. Blazing very bad here; should be restored to rocks. The mile along
shore very bad; many large blowdowns; ingrowing conifers. Difficult. Bad at Sandy Stream.
wrote Hutton to increase work to $125. Some portions are becoming shaded.
VII/ Needed Work:
1. Install signs Nos. 175 and 176. Also 181 and 182.
2. Clear Marble Brook and alder patches.
3. Clear overhanging limbs thru conifers.
4. Urgent need for repainting Moxie to tower.
5. Annual clearing east side of Moxie Bald Mtn.
6. Trail data and measurements may not coincide due to changes.
{Copy Childs; Headquarters (2) Maint. Files}
August, 1949
Signs for The Appalachian Trail in Maine (Eighth Revision)
August, 1948 (Revised, August, 1949)
Page 37
REQUIRED SIGNS
(To be made and installed in 1949-59)
Section No.

Sign Number

Comment
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1

1,3,4,5,6 and 7

2
3

18
35,36 and 38

4
5
7
8

41,42,45,46,47,49,50 and 53
54,55,60(a),60(b), and 60(c)
87
89,90,91,92,93,94,101 and 102

Gulf Hagas
9
10
11
12
17
24

See page 2 of Sign List re bolting these
on existing signs.
(Homemade signs in place; can be
deferred.
(Bear damage)
(Need metal for 89, 90 and 91.)
(Relocation will change distances)
(These can be deferred until signs for
A.T. are finished.)

106.107.108.109.110.111.112.113.116
and 117
128,130,136,137,138,139,140,141,151,
and 155
157,159,160,161,165 and 167
171,172 and 173
175,176,181 and 182
(See First Supplement.)
231
290 to 296, inc.
FIRST SUPPLEMENT
TO
SIGNS FOR THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE
(EIGHTH REVISION, AUGUST 1948)
Page 38
Changes and Additional Signs

40(a). Same place as No. 40. Sign re registration.
56.

Eliminate by reason of bear damage.

60(a) At 1.77 m., where blue-blazed side trail leads to Haynes Buck Horn Camps:
Haynes Buck Horn Camps

4.1 m.→

60(b). Where trail to Haynes Camps leaves Tote-road, at 1.8 m. from A.T.:
←Haynes Buck Horn Camps 2.3 m.
60(c). Same place as No. 60(b):
Canoe Landing app. 0.4 m. →
72.

Eliminate.
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73.

Eliminate.

97.

Eliminate.
FIRST SUPPLEMENT TO SIGNS FOR THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE
(EIGHTH REVISION, AUGUST 1948) – Page 2

145.
150.
169.
172.
173.
175.
176.
179.
181.

Change to “0.3 m.”
Reverse arrows.
Change “5.72” to “5.52”; “18.19” to “17.99” and “154.19” to “153.99”.
Change “4.9” to “4.7”; “25.61” to “25.41” and “117.01” to 116.81”.
Change “Cabins” to “Camps”.
Change “Cabins” to “Camps”.
Change “4.02” to “3.88” and “16.49” to “16.29”.
Change “Cabins” to “Camps”.
(New location) Change, at edge of Moxie Pond, 100 yds. from A.T. at 15.72 m.
Maine Forest Service
Bear Brook Landing
Campsite

182.
183.
212.
216.

Change “7.05” to “6.55 m.” and “6.5 m.” to “7 m.”
Change “Cabins” to “Camps”.
Change distance to Arnold Point from “1/4 m. app.” to “0.3 m.”
Crossing of Gravel Road at 9.19 m. (New Sign).
Appalachian Trail
West Carry Pond Camps
←Mt. Bigelow Firetower

2.81 m. →
m.

221. Location of Viewpoint. Sign is at app. 4.5 m. instead of at app. 4 m. There is a boulder on
north side, affording view. Points right.
XXXX
Note that relocation of Section 16 and change at Mt. Bigelow will change many sign distances.
(This supplement premised on 10.57 m. instead of 10.47 m.) All references in Sections 15, 16,
and 17 to "Me. Highway 16” will change. Also, signs referring to changes in accumulated
distances from Katahdin and length of Trail in Maine, will need checking and alteration. Also
note effect of reducing distance in Section 11 by 0,2 m. Also note effect of relocation at Hay
Brook in Section 3 on location of 98 and 99 and in distances in Sections 7, 8 and 9.
August, 1949. Hand-written notes on five pages of York’s Twin Pine Camps stationery,
probably by Myron Avery. [Instructions for Swain?]
Wednesday
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Thursday
Friday
Saturday
Pay board thru breakfast Sunday morning.
Pull out Tuesday morning.

A
1. Take a jar white—mixed Prussian blue.
2. Take pruning shears; leave saw (?).
3. Paint blue from junction to Horse Race and [??] beaver dam and paint up app. ¼ m. to meet
old painting. If time keep on painting.
4. Telephone Rear to meet you.
5. Run blue to campsite (100 yds.)
B
4 days
1. Two days—from Dam to Camps—4 ft.—concentrate on south end swampy section.
2. Package of Signs—
Spring to point north; Tin Cans and Latrine
Clear at Rainbow Lean-to
Campsite sign
3. Clear from camps to head of lake
See if can detour swampy spot
Cutting side links—(1-day job)
4. Morning of 5th day—have Haynes fly you to Long Pond; notify by letter Perham
Long Pond
1. Change signs at Hay Brook
2. Some sort of notice
3. Black out 2 tenths in each direction
4. Perham to [?]

C

D
Joe Mary Side Trail
1. See that pint goes to top.
2. Two days clearing
3. See if Haynes--$6
E
Cooper Brook Road
To repaint intensively—from Cooper Brook Falls to Joe Mary side trail
F
Back to Nahmakanta 7 & 8
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Clean up roof
We will pay plane transportation 3 days to Cooper, 1 to Nahmakanta.
We will pay $6 for 3 days for Haynes.
Other expenses will for your account.
We will pay Long Pond to Joe Mary $5.
Porter—fully paid
Rogers—6 days
Board:
To breakfast, July

18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25
26

$6
6
6
6
6
6
6
6

Aug.

27
28
29
30
31
1
2
3
4

0
6 (Haynes and Swain)
0
2.50
1.50
3
3
3
3
$75.00

Transportation:
Airplane:

1 Nesowadnehunk Deadwater
2 Norcross to B. H. Camps
7 Rainbow Lake
2 Nahmakanta Lake
Auto to Daicey Pond

Bucksaw blade
1 day labor – J. Haynes

$4
4
28
6
8
$50

$2.25
3.00

August, 1949.
Swain Account
July 19
July 20
July 21 (with Rogers and
Porter on new blue side trail)
July 23
July 25
July 27
July 29
July 30

Authorized
A.T. work
A.T. work

Unauthorized
Blue trail

A.T. work
A.T. work
A.T. work
A.T. work
A.T. work
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August 1
August 2
August 3
August 4
August 5
August 6
August 8
August 9
August 10
August 11
August 12
(6 man days unauthorized work
(Board for same)

Blue side trail
Blue side trail
Letter-writing

A.T. work
A.T. work
A.T. work
A.T. work
A.T. work
A.T. work
A.T. work
A.T. work
$18.00
$18.00

$36.00

{Stopped work noon Sunday Aug. 14th.}
{Paint used. Advance of $20}
{16 days plus time at Daicey Pond. Telegrams to Haynes. Maine Guide 2.50. Ax sheath 2.00.
Map case. New shears—broken—Haynes}
September 1 1949. Myron Avery to Lawson Reeves.
Dear Lawson:
I am glad to have your letter of 29 August and appreciate your continued helpfulness in keeping
us informed of your observations as to Trail conditions. It saves stenographic labor when you
send copies to the interested people. I know there are limitations in the number of copies which
you can make but I would suggest that you send, in each instance, a copy to John W. Clark,
South Windham, Maine. I pass your original letters on to Miss Stephenson for, as far as space
permits, she is able to find therein items for "Trailway News”.
I have also sent copies of your letter of 29 August to Mr. Clark, Vice Chairman Murray S.
Stevens, Prof. William H. Sawyer, Helen Taylor and Miss Stephenson, as I thought they should
be particularly informed.
I know that Prof. Fairfield is fully aware of the necessity for clearing summer growth on
Saddleback and, in addition, from Bemis Stream to Maine Highway No. 5. His plans to
supplement the mass work trip did not materialize as he had hoped and this work still remains on
hand. I am quite confident that he will be able to care for the Saddleback problem this fall. As
you say, it receives a lot of use and serves as sort of a barometer for the Bates Outing Club
section.
What you have to say as to your ability to make signs is good news. It is a problem for Mr. Pryor
to keep up with the demand and we have quite an accumulation for Maine. I am preparing a new
page 37 for the sign list to indicate what is required for 1950. As soon as it is run off I will send
you copies and indicate certain signs which it would help if you would make. In the interval, you
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may want to advance matters by preparing and painting the boards. We use titanium oxide white
paint. I think the Trail Manual contains the directions as to the best type of black to use.
It will probably be a matter of a month before I can send you the list of signs to be made. In the
interval, you could be getting the lumber and painting the boards. You would need rectangular
and pointed boards. You will have in mind to send us the invoices for the materials used, etc.
I am greatly disturbed over the newspaper reports that Mt. Bigelow is burning over. If the fire is
extensive it may sweep over the area cleared by the Forest Service last fall.
I am going to be away for several days and, to save time, I am asking my secretary to send this
letter out after she transcribes it. If I have not made matters entirely clear, I think you will be able
to get the intent of what I had in mind to say.
I hope this fall or early spring to arrange for a meeting somewhere in Western Maine of those of
us who are doing the trail work in that area.
cc: Mr. John W. Clark, Miss Jean Stephenson, Prof. Roy F. Fairfield
(Dictated by Mr. Avery but transcribed in his absence and forwarded In order to avoid delay.)
September 1 1949. Myron Avery to C. S. McCarty, Shenandoah Publishing House,
Strasburg, Virginia.
Dear Mr. McCarty:
I was sorry to hear, a few days ago, that you were experiencing an illness. I trust that you have
now recovered and have been able to return to the office.
I take it that your illness has prevented sending back to me the copy of my letter of about ten
days ago in which I asked numerous questions as to whether you have the cuts for certain
publications and had retained the type for certain listed publications.
We are greatly indebted to you for all your efforts to ease our problem by hurrying to us the
Fourth Edition of “Publication No. 17". The installation deliveries eased our problems materially,
however, the demands are such that we now have less than 1,000 copies on hand and the deluge
has not materially abated.
Consequently, I am placing an order for an additional 5,000 of “Publication No. 17" for which
you have retained the type and the cuts. The changes are very minor. The cover reflects the new
edition and date of publication. Under “Pennsylvania - Virginia" I am inserting an item to take
the place of the material which Miss Stephenson brought to Strasburg but was delivered to you
too late for inclusion in the Fourth Edition. The "Lean-to Publication" and "Suggestions for Trail
Users" have blanks for the new edition and the number of pages. You will be able to fill these in
from the proof. We are sending you manuscript for the "Lean-to Publication” and you will be
able to estimate the number of pages since the changes are only in the table of the lean-tos. There
is also a change to show that the Katahdin section of the Maine Guide is out of print.
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Since you have retained the type, I would not think that there would be any need of sending
proof to us but these minor changes can be made and the item delivered.
We would appreciate your sending the first 1,000 as soon as they are available.
The manuscript on the "Lean-to Publication" goes forward to you under separate cover.
Enclosure:
Appalachian Trail Publication No. 17
cc: Miss Jean Stephenson, Miss Marion Park, Miss Sadye Giller
(This letter was dictated by Mr. Avery but transcribed and forwarded in his absence in order to
avoid delay.)
September 1, 1949. Myron Avery to Sidney Tappan.
Dear Sidney:
I was glad, indeed, to have your letter of 30 August and to know that my letter with the
Appalachian Trail literature had duly arrived.
After two individuals have labored for a day on the Trail, formalities are eliminated so, from
henceforth, it is "Sidney” and “Myron". The literature will afford you an opportunity to compare
the theory with the realities of trail clearing as you found them with your several days’ labor.
I appreciate your saying that my time is limited, even if my interest is not. That, unfortunately,
seems to be becoming more true as time passes on. The deluge from the July 1949 Reader’s
Digest has reached 7,914 inquiries. It seems to me that I spend week-ends, alternately, preparing
manuscript for revisions of our publications and the next week proof-reading new editions. We
do not have statistics for the August 1949 National Geographic but a third item from Glamour
has come in to complicate matters.
We greatly appreciate the expression of your willingness to assume formal responsibility for the
Appalachian Trail between the Penobscot West Branch and Katahdin as a return for the years
which you have traveled these trails. We shall consider this an official assignment and, in the
next edition of Publication No. 6, which lists the trail assignments, you will appear as officially
assigned with that area. As you need paint, markers, or equipment at York’s, we will supply it.
The time when you expect to be at York’s, that is July and August, is the most satisfactory time
of the year for doing this trail work since it coincides with the height of travel,
We have arranged to have made new signs for the summit at Katahdin and for Thoreau Spring as
the present signs have become badly weathered. It will take a matter of a month or more before
we pick up the matters of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club, when I shall see that you are duly
proposed for membership in that organization.
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One of the best aspects of the arrangement is that on our trips in the woods we will probably be
coming through Daicey Pond at the time when you are there, which will afford an opportunity
for renewing our contacts.
At the moment, I am very much puzzled for I have had no word from Swain subsequent to the
finishing of the Katahdin work. I sent a telegram to Haynes Buck Horn Camps to see if he had
reported there. He has several assignments to complete and I have not even heard that he reached
Rainbow, where he was to go from York's. It is decidedly unsatisfactory but his being at Daicey
Pond was the direct result of our contact with you, so we can place that on the credit side of his
activities.
As you will infer, I did not hear about the three trees coming down between Daicey and Grassy
Ponds. While I have had no final word from Swain, I assume that your participation there means
that that portion of the trail was as well cleared as from York's Camps to the Penobscot West
Branch.
The deluge of fires in Maine has kept the Forest Service from reaching any conclusion with
respect to replacing the Cable Bridge. I reported my observations in detail after my return to
Washington. I will, of course, pass on to you any word in this connection since the matter of the
crossing of the Penobscot West Branch is a major problem.
I am using the Labor Day week-end to go again to my home at Lubec and I am asking my
secretary to send forward this letter after it has been transcribed. If I have not made my meaning
entirely clear, I think that you will be able to appreciate what I had in mind.
(Dictated by Mr. Avery but transcribed and forwarded in his absence to avoid delay. )
cc: John W. Clark, Seymour Smith, Jean Stephenson
September 4, 1949. Robert G. Hutton, Maine Forest Service, Greenville, Maine, to Myron
Avery.
Dear Mr. Avery:
Within the last week we have received sufficient rainfall to take this section out of the extreme
hazard which we have experienced the past three months. Although conditions are not too safe,
I am assigning a crew to the clearing of the Moxie Appalachian Trail tomorrow. I am anxious to
get this completed as soon as possible as we have a storehouse to build in the Parlin Pond
District this fall, if we are not too busy on fire suppression work. I have given the boys
instructions to do a good job and to cut the logs out of the Trail its full length. Later on I will
give you a report of the work.
I trust that you have had favorable reports on the condition of the Mt. Bigelow Trail and that our
crew did a good job.
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Since seeing you, we have had another flareup over at Dead River which burned a considerable
acreage between the flowage and the lower slope of the Mountain. This will not in any way
disfigure Bigelow as it did not reach the mountain proper.
I thought it might interest you, in case you are thinking of changing the location of the Trail
another year, that our telephone line and trail will leave Highway 27 at its junction with the
Stratton Brook Pond road, up this road to the western end of the pond, thence north and
northeasterly to the tower. The last mile or so will he fairly steep but after considering other
locations for our trail, we have decided this to be our best bet, considering both trail and line.
I trust your activities in Maine this summer were not too strenuous but enjoyable. We think this
is quite a wonderful country.
cc: Mr. John Clark, Prof. R. P. Fairfield, Mr. Lawson Reeves, Prof. Wm. H. Sawyer, M. H.
Stevens, Helon Taylor, Miss Jean Stephenson
September 6, 1949. Lawson Reeves to Myron Avery and Helon Taylor.
My wife and I were up on the Sugarloaf Trail the three days over Labor Day clearing trail. I am
pleased to report that now all of the trail from Bigelow Station to the top of Sugarloaf has been
cleared and mowed except a place of maybe 1/8 mile at the 4-mile marker and a short place of
maybe 200 (hundred) yards near the highway which is cleared but not mowed. The place at the
4-mile mark is in good shape but needed widening out.
Someone has stripped all the metal markers that I had put up earlier this spring.
The lumber operations near the highway has left the trail in very good condition. Here is some
good news, Helon, the lumber cutting extends up as far as the old campground where the trail
turns left to follow the old woods road toward Caribou Valley, i.e., about ½ mile from the
highway. This will make it much easier for us to get the boards up to the shelter as they can be
hauled up the woods road and from there on it is good wide woods road all the way to the shelter.
There are eight logs across the trail but they are all cross-cut saw logs. Some will probably be
easier to swamp around. I am enclosing a sketch of the roof as requested by you, Helon. I will go
up and help get the boards in any time that you ask me on a Saturday or Sunday. I inquired at
Record’s Camps and they told me that it was Jim Turner who was lumbering there but that does
not sound like the name that I was told before.
There has been 72 people registered at the top of the mountain this summer. About 50 of these
was from the Appalachian Mountain Club Camp. There was a Ronald Busse who gave his
residence as Stratton. Do you know him, Helon, and is there any possibility of him helping work
on the trail at any time?
Besides the three fellows we met Aug. 28, who started from Caratunk, there were two we met.
Sept. 4th who were hiking to Mt. Washington. Then there was at least one small group from the
A.M.C. Camp who went on over to Saddleback Mt. So you see there was some travel over
Spaulding even tho the trail has a couple of bad spots.
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I am planning a work trip on the Spaulding side this coming week-end, and hope to get the
places that I did not get last summer.
cc: John W. Clark, Miss Jean Stephenson, Prof. Roy P. Fairfield, Mr. Griscom, Mr. M.H.
Stevens, Miss Marion Park
September 6, 1949. Myron Avery to Jean Stephenson.
Returned to-day from being at Lubec over Labor Day.
I have had no word from Swain since the pen letter I showed you where he finished at Yorks and
was to take two days at Chimney Pond. He was to report henceforth every THIRD Day. His next
assignment was to go to Rainbow for 4 days’ work, then cut logs on Nahmakanta Tote-road, Joe
Mary Mtn., Cooper Brook and on Barren-Chairback. Since he intended to ford the river high up
going to Rainbow, the silence troubled me and last Thursday I sent a night letter to Haynes. I got
a telephone reply that it couldn’t be delivered—that "Haynes" had gone home. I guessed it might
mean Swain had quit.
I am sure Haynes would know for he was due to return there. I don’t feel like advertising his
unreliability by tracing him everywhere so I am writing to tell you the situation.
He has not been paid his last bill and if he has quit and left this work undone I don’t intend to
pay him anything. He has turned out to be a great disappointment— never doing a real day’s
work and always scheming to get something at some one else’s cost.
Marion says all orders but 6 filled by her yesterday. No unanswered inquiries. All up-to-date.
Proof on Suggestions has gone back. I have sent manuscript for lean-to publication and ordered
more No. 17s. Marion says she worked 7 hours yesterday to finish but all is under control.
Don t forget to get the wheel to Dyer.
I am sure you are enjoying your vacation. Don’t overdo
September 6, 1949. Myron Avery to Division of Distribution, U.S. Geological Survey,
Washington, D.C.
Dear Sirs:
I am enclosing herewith 40 cents for which I would request that you send copies of the Tug
Mountain and Wabassus Quadrangles to:
Mr. George H. Winter
Timberlands Section
St. Regis Pulp and Paper Company
Bucksport, Maine
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(Dictated by Mr. Avery but transcribed and forwarded without being read.)
September 6, 1949. Myron Avery to George H. Winter, St. Regis Pulp and Paper Co.,
Bucksport, Maine.
Dear George:
I wrote you early in the summer of my trip to the Barren-Chairback Range and to report that the
St. Regis employees had done a thorough job of re-clearing the brush from the Trail. I hope that
nothing happens to change the company’s plans of operation and that the spruce timber between
the Raytown Town Line and Dore’s side trail stays intact, or at least that we have a few year’s
respite.
I did fairly well during the summer for I made another trip from Moxie Pond to DaiceyPond,
omitting the section from the Raytown Line to White Cap. I was on White Cap in June. Our trail
crews have done quite well and the Forest Service recleared Mt. Bigelow, despite the fire
difficulties which have lasted most of the summer. Our remaining problem is the Cable Bridge
and, until the fire season is over, I doubt if the Service can do much in determining what can he
done in that connection. It is unfortunate that this trouble had to happen this year for we were all
set to publicize the reopening of the trail route in Maine.
It just seems wherever I go I cannot keep clear of St. Regis--apart from probably looking at some
good Maine tree each week-end when I read Time and Life. I was down to Lubec over Labor
Day and decided to make up for lost time by getting reacquainted with the interior of
Washington County. Accordingly, from the Air Line road at the crossing of the Machias River, I
drove up the CCC road to its end and climbed Washington Bald which gave me a fine view of
the entire County. Even there I found three St. Regis roads and, since they are not on the U.S.G.S.
maps, I am coming to you to find out where the roads lead. I am having sent to you the Tug
Mountain and Wabassus Quadrangles with the hope that you can have these St. Regis roads
plotted. One road I thought crossed the outlet of Second Machias Lake and probably went to
some lumber camps on its east shore which I saw from the firetower. The second road I thought
was going toward the Dam on Third Machias. I followed it for four miles from the CCC road and
came to a set of lumber camps; the St. Regis road went on and I wondered if it followed up the
west shore of the lake. The fire warden thought that the road went to Mutton Cove but I know it
was a lot farther north than that. The third road went into the camps at Fletcher Field.
Since I hope to spend more time cruising around the interior of Washington County in the future,
I thought I would send you these Quadrangles and ask if you could have all the St. Regis roads
put on.
Incidentally, I was told that St. Regis would not be operating in that section next year.
Many thanks for your help in getting me acquainted with what is going on in our back yard.
September 6, 1949. Myron Avery to Richard Finley and Milton Anderson, Monson, Maine.
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Dear Finley and Anderson:
When I returned to Washington I found your one-page report for the week of August 21st and
telling me that the trail clearing had not been finished. I was greatly disappointed to receive this
report for I had expected that your next letter would be to the effect that all the work, as outlined,
had been finished. The work has been strong along through the summer and I had expected that it
would he finished in early August. The situation is simply that the work, as planned, just has to
he finished. This means--if there is no other way-- that you will have to go back for a weekend
and complete the trail clearing. This delay is all the more unfortunate for it is holding up the trip
of the man who is to check the work from Monson to Moxie Bald. Naturally, we want to see that
it has been finished in the way it is supposed to be before making final payment.
I do not understand why Anderson went to see the game warden about the fire situation. The
game warden's statement was completely wrong for the ban prevents building fires and smoking
is the woods. It may be that he thought it would be safer to have you out of the woods and
shaped his advice that way.
There is no difference between being in the woods to paint and being in the woods to cut bushes.
If you had let me know about this when it first came up I could have told you this and there
would have been time to have finished the work before September 6th.
In addition, 1 wrote that I wanted one day put in clearing the side trails around Little Wilson.
Since you fellows picked out the days to work, and the job strung along without being finished, it
is all the more your responsibility to get this all finished up. We do not want to leave one section
not done us a result of this season’s work.
I told you to buy cheap brown paint if you needed it. However, it was a mistake to buy cheap
white paint. We use the very best grade of white paint in order to make it last. I want you to let
us know exactly where you put on this cheap white paint as it will have to be replaced by the
titanium oxide. I am having four (4) quarts of the standard white paint mailed to you, together
with a quart of the blue.
I want to know what kind the five pruning shears are; that is, how many are of the heavy kind
and what shape they are in. The same applies to the weeders, that is, how many of them are
smooth and how many have the wavy blade.
I am having my secretary send this letter on to you by airmail as it may reach you in time to get
the work done this week end. Let me know when you are going to do it so I can make
arrangements for having this section checked.
You have turned in, as I recall, including the week of August 21st, a bill through August 27th,
covering 64 hours each. We will allow you 24 more hours for a complete job of clearing; this
includes the one day on the side trails. If the paint arrives in time I would want you to paint over
that cheap paint with the good paint.

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine – 1949 – Compiled by David Field – Page

235

Let me know when you will get the work done so that I can arrange to have it inspected. We
expect that you will do a good job to wind the matter up so that there will be no question but
what you have done a very good job of clearing.
Via AIR MAIL
(Dictated by Hr. Avery but transcribed and forwarded in his absence in order to avoid delay.)
cc: Mr. John W. Clark (with copy of 21 Aug. letter)
Miss Marion Park (with copy of 21 Aug. letter)
September 6, 1949. Jean Stephenson to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Myron:
I know you thought Work Crew #1 did not report often enough, so Work Crew #3 feels it
advisable to submit a report at the end of the first camp’s work.
We arrived Wednesday by plane from Grenville. It was a beautiful day but high wind so he did
not want to travel around too much, so we landed promptly.
Thursday it rained steadily until 11. By 1 it was dry enough to go out. We painted the blue trail.
The alders are thick on both sides of the dam. About ¼ m. (between the dam and the A.T.) is a
watercourse. Otherwise it is not bad. I suggested to Mrs. Chadwick and to Herbert that they clear
out the alders but doubt if they will.
Since then the weather has been cool at night and warm and sunshining in the day. Friday the
truck took us to the start of the section. We put up the signs at the road crossing and on the trail.
We painted to the 2 m. mark on the side of White Cap, then returned to the road and painted .7 m.
(to Boudreau’s old camp) and came back to the crossing, where the truck met us.
Saturday we went by truck to the Trail crossing of the road to Camp 7 (1.12 m.) and painted
from Logan Brook to the East Branch and back. Incidentally, we put in more blazes on the
winter hauling road and a few other spots where needed.
Sunday we drove to the Trail crossing and blue-blazed the road back to Chadwick’s, arriving
back at camp at 11:15 a.m. Spent the rest of the day consolidating paint, washing, fixing the
Chadwick’s Guidebook, packing, etc.
Tomorrow (Monday, Sept. 5) we will be driven to the Trail crossing of the road to No. 7 and will
walk thru to Yoke, painting from the East Branch crossing as far as we can and still get to Yoke
Ponds by 4:30 or 5 PM. Mr. Folsom will pick up our baggage and take it to Pleasant Pond (?) a
mile up the road from Yoke and Mr. Skillin will get it there and take it to camp. So that is that!
It has been beautiful weather. We have cottage #1, to the right of the dining hall, right by the lake.
It is lovely—full moon—northern lights one night—and we are very comfortable—except we are
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hungry. I don’t see how they have any guests coming back, with the little food they give them!
So we are glad to be going on to where we can get more to eat.
We sold a Maine Guide (at least he is going to order one) and I think have a new Class D
member.
Altogether the expedition has been successful thus far. I hope you all are not too swamped with
work. I am anxious to hear the latest developments. It is too bad I could not have waited over a
day, but it would have upset Sadye’s plans and necessitated many re-arrangements.
I am sleeping better and I think getting rested a little. We have been taking it slow and easy. By
another two weeks I ought to be back to my normal condition.
Don’t you think Work Crew 3 has done pretty well to paint 8.5 miles already? We are right
pleased!!
September 6, 1949. Ludwig K. Moorhead, Chamberlain Lake, to Myron Avery. [Handwritten]
Dear Myron:
We are windbound at Nugent’s to-day so I thought I’d put down miscellaneous notes which
might interest you.
The Eastern is not going to cut more here, as you know, because of high cost.
Jim Claibron is at Lock Dam, Clare Desmond at Telos. Loose-living, home-brewing renegades,
including a pregnant girl, stay at Chamberlain farm, leased to Crowly.
Geo. Rear is doing very badly at Rainbow. (Expects to leave the camps this fall.) Shin Pd. Point
‘O Pines cost money last year and this, but there is money back of it. A Mr. Augustine has
rebuilt at Harvey’s.
They are going to cut hardwood around Pleasant and n.e. of here. The G.N. built a truck road
from Ashland to 5 miles sw of Big Machias L. and O’Neill from New Hampshire is continuing it
to Big Pleasant. He is also going to cut 40,000,000 ft. of pine in that country. The road may be
extended to Churchill Dam.
Snake Pd. camps has been sold by Boardman to Bob Haskell of Bangor-Hydro. Paul Cowan is
still on Lund Pd. carry; no one is on the Caucumgomac-Allagash P. Carry. Gene Dufree, an old
trapper, is on A. Lake, renting boats and canoes to the numerous flying fishing parties who come
in.
We had marvelous fishing at Haymock, but drew a blank at Carfentee, as usual. Mr. Fuller, of
Bingham and Dana Gould still has the camp at H; we met him as we descended and he ascended
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Smith Por. yesterday. We were hoping to go to [??] but are having a day-to-day and the water is
low, so we probably won’t make it.
Last June Roy O’Donnell, pilot of Greenville, flew to Sourdnahunk L. a young man equipped
with a 20 lb. pack and an auto road map. He was entered the woods to hike to Ft. Kent across
country and no one here has heard what happened to him!
It rained here just after we arrived. The woods were re-opened Sept. 2, which was lucky for us.
September 6, 1949. L. B. Cookson, 9 Clifford St., Melrose 76, Mass., to Maine Appalachian
Trail Club, August, Maine. [Hand-written]
Gentlemen:
I would appreciate any information that you may care to give on the Maine Appalachian Trail
Club, as to membership, purpose and requirements for admission.
September 6, 1949. Seymour Smith, Watertown, Connecticut, to Myron Avery. [Handwritten]
Dear Myron:
I regret very much this lengthy delay in announcing my safe arrival in Connecticut. Really did
arrive as scheduled and have been rushing around to get things once more in order.
The most pressing matter here was to redecorate Bob’s apartment. He wanted to do it alone but
found it too much of a job after his regular working hours. So Marilla and I have been painting
woodwork and even hanging wall paper. As inexperienced amateurs the job was slow but now
under control, pardon hence this scribbling.
I presume you have already heard that the trail from York’s to the West Branch was completed—
thanks primarily to the valued assistance of Mr. Tappan, a splendid worker. We ate our lunch on
the ledges at the Cable Bridge so had further opportunity to observe the damage. Now, I don’t
want to be bringing up additional trouble, but to me further damage this winter may result unless
some temporary repairs are not made [sic]. See the END VIEW and SIDE VIEW sketches
enclosed.
The pull of the sway cables upon the floor joists increases with each failing joist, so I fear that
continued failure of the joists may result in dropping one or both sway cables into the river. This
would probably damage these sway cables—perhaps snag the pulp wood too.
Suggested Temporary Repairs
(1) Connect the steel plates, on opposite side of bridge, with temporary cables under or over the
bridge floor.
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or
(2) Fasten the existing tie cables to the supporting rods from the suspension cables.
The purpose of either idea would be an attempt to prevent sway cable from dropping down in the
event of additional floor joist failures. The end view shows that side pull of the sway cable
contributes considerable strain to the floor joist. Permanent repairs should have this in mind.
Would suggest that the short steel plates be removed and long steel plates or angles be
substituted extending entire width of bridge.
I do not intend to be a bridge engineer so the entire idea may be of no value, but thought I should
pass along the idea.
There is enclosed also check which may or may square our financial affairs. My record was not
good—if this does not meet with your approval, let me know.
Now, the fall season is at hand, the best in Connecticut and your presence is requested in our area
anytime after the 17th of September, Bob’s big day. So I hope you can clear the deck and really
come up to pay us a visit. You will be most welcome!
P.S. Have received copy supplement to N.E. Guide, Map #7 of Maine Guide, and copies of
letters in regard to beaver flowage. S.R.S.
September 7, 1949. Austin Wilkins, Deputy Forest Commissioner, Augusta, Maine, to
Myron Avery
Dear Mr. Avery:
I know you will understand why I am just now acknowledging your letters of July 30 and August
20. We had to concentrate entirely on forest fire protection and in addition we are attempting to
inaugurate the new fire control program recently enacted by legislature. Although the ban has
been lifted in Maine, conditions state-wide are very dry.
I am today writing to Supervisor Robert Hutton at Greenville, asking him to advise me about the
camp site on the Kokadjo B Pond road. As soon as I have the information I shall be pleased to
forward it along to you.
Kindly accept my apology for not writing sooner. We are hopeful that we will have a respite
from our present drought conditions before long.
September 7, 1949. Sidney Tappan, Beverly, Mass., to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Myron,
Your letter dictated 1st Sept. was received yesterday afternoon. A couple of items which you
mentioned, perhaps, require an answer. (1) Swain and I cleared the trail from York’s around
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Daicey Pond, through the woods to Grassy Pond, and on to Katahdin Stream and the tote road. It
is, or was, 4 to 6 ft. wide, and freshly painted the entire way. (2) Swain left York’s via the tote
road to Millinocket en route to Haynes’ Buck Horn Camps on the Joe Mary lakes. He did not go
down the A.T. toward Rainbow Lake. It was our understanding (the York’s and mine), that he
had quit the job, that he had received a letter from his mother telling him to come home directly,
but that he planned to climb in the White Mts. of New Hampshire and visit relations in Detroit
before returning home. He said nothing to me of his plans after he had decided to pull out, prior
to that he had been rather talkative about the summer’s work along the trail.
You need not answer this note, but I wanted you to have such information as I could give you
about the trail and about Swain. Naturally I couldn’t say anything about him earlier with out
meddling in what was none of my business.
I hope that you enjoyed your holiday week end at Lubec. I have sent in my application for class
D membership. I will, of course, write you next year as soon as I know when I will be in Maine,
and available for trail work.
Cordially,
Sidney N. (for Norman) Tappan
September 8, 1949. Jean Stephenson, Yoke Pond Camps, to Myron Avery. Work Report #2
from Work Crew #3. [Hand-written]
Crew left Chadwick’s Monday morning, 8:30, by truck. Disembarked at crossing of No. 7 Camp
Road and A.T. Walked from this point (1.12 m.) to East Branch crossing (4.15 m.). Began
painting at 10:15 at East Branch. Lunch at Pete’s deserted clearing. Painted to 7.1 m. Hard
shower while on East Branch tote-road but not enough to wet bark, so painting could be
continued. Knocked off at 3 PM and walked thru to Yoke Ponds.
Tuesday Mr. Skillin took us by jeep to B Pond Road and East Branch. Followed tote-road 1 ½ m.
to A.T. and walked back on it toward camps to where painting stopped the day before (2.99 m.
from Yoke). Painted thru to camp. Also blue blazed Little Boardman Trail. I took sign #78 and
put it up on summit, painting to viewpoint on Little Boardman—the one south from the summit
as there was already a perfectly good sign to the viewpoint at .44 m.
Wednesday we went by jeep to 2.95 m. on B Pond Road. Painted to Cooper Brook Falls (6.15
m.) and returned to starting point. Also blue blazed Cooper Brook Falls side trail.
To-day we are staying in camp—washing, airing shoes, resting etc. Tomorrow we start for Buck
Horn Camps.
The weather was beautiful all the days we were working, except for the shower on Monday.
Today is cloudy, but no rain.

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine – 1949 – Compiled by David Field – Page

240

The food here is superb—and plenty of it. Sadye is regretful at having to leave. We both feel
much better, probably because we have enough to eat and of the right kind. We are the only
guests just now.
So much for the report.
We received here the copy of the National Geographic letter. I could have danced for joy at the
complete victory. I wish I could have been present at the famous interview!! It was very
thoughtful of you to send it to us here. I had been wondering how it all came out. I am looking
forward to hearing details on my return.
I forgot to say that from Little Boardman we had the most superb view of the entire Katahdin
Range that I have ever seen. With a telephoto lens it would give the picture of all pictures. You
could see the slides, the knife-edge, ad all the surrounding mountains.
It’s time for supper, so further details must await my return.
September 9, 1949. Myron Avery to Max R. Sauter, P. O. Box 478, Pittsfield, Mass.
Dear Max:
I am glad to have your good letter of September 6th and to know that the Katahdin excursion was
a pleasurable one.
Seymour and I covered the Appalachian Trail in Maine (excepting the Barren-Chairback Range
and White Cap) from Moxie Pond to Daicey Pond. Seymour had a day longer than I and went on
to the top of the mountain.
As to the measuring wheel, one is being remodeled at Roanoke and, until it is returned, there is
only one in Maine which I expect to use in late September in the Traveler area. I will then
express it to you but you should tell me the street address for I do not think that express goes to a
P. O. Box.
Since you, Seymour and Stevens are primarily interested in the New England Guide, I would like
to hold a sort of round-table discussion. The situation has materially changed. While the second
supplement is out of print, before this deluge of magazine articles (Reader’s Digest over 8,000)
started, it seemed as if we had enough New England Guides to last through I950 and I had
planned to work on it after the Southern Guide was out of the way. One more edition of each
Guide and I pass over my editorship to a successor. This deluge has changed the situation
materially. The orders are depleting in a very rapid manner the remaining New England Guides.
This impact will last for quite some time. I am beginning to think that we will need to go to work
to re-issue this Guide in the near future; the control date being when you and Seymour could say
that the manuscript for Massachusetts and Connecticut is ready.
There are far too many changes to reproduce the existing Guide by planograph in order to stretch
out the edition. My thought would be (like the Southern Guide) that for Massachusetts we would
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not reproduce the U.S.G.S. maps but refer to them since they are so far superior to anything we
could put out. Seymour talked about a map for Connecticut which would serve as a general
outline of the Trail route and as an index map for the various topographic maps. This could be on
a comparatively small scale.
The greatest deficiency in this Guide lies in the fact that it requires two other books—the G.M.C.
Guide and the A.M.C. Guide. The latter problem can be cared for only when we have someone
who will walk the through trail in the White Mountains and write consecutive trail description.
The A.M.C. Guide in its arrangement is very unwieldy for the through traveler who is at a loss to
find the description of the through trail. I had always hoped that I could make this trip and write
the data for the White Mountains. My commitments and situation seem to make this so far in the
future as to be a hopeless solution. I have not found anyone who could be utilized to supply this
deficiency.
The defect on the Vermont end I have approached from the aspect of trying to determine if we
can incorporate any portion of the Green Mountain Club Guide. I have outlined it in the
enclosed letter to Buchanan.
Fortunately, we have a master copy of the New England Guide, which incorporates all the
corrections. It begins to look as if as soon as you and Seymour can cover your respective areas
that manuscript should go to the printer in order to avoid the situation of the Guide being out of
print. The product may not be all that we could wish but I think it is far preferable to having a
Guide out of print for a considerable time.
These are my thoughts. I have tried to start a round-table discussion between you, Seymour,
Stevens and myself. I would like to have your thought in the matter and I suggest that, in writing
about this matter, we send copies to the four of us so that we can deal with the matter.
This deluge has so occupied Miss Park that I fear it will be a long time before she has an
opportunity to work on the slides.
cc: Mr. Seymour R. Smith, Mr. Murray H. Stevens, Mrs. Eleanor Jacobs, Miss Jean Stephenson
September, 1949. The Appalachian Trail Conference, Inc.
Your inquiry with respect to the Appalachian Trail has been received. The Appalachian Trail
Conference is a volunteer organization. Its activities are supported by the contributions of
affiliated clubs and members. Under these circumstances, the Conference is unable to forward,
gratuitously, literature relating to the Appalachian Trail. There will be sent, on the receipt of 25¢
in coin, a booklet descriptive of the Appalachian Trail project with a list of the Trail literature
available for purchase which will furnish information with respect to your inquiry. Other data,
relating to the Appalachian Trail, are included with the booklet.
September 9, 1949. Myron Avery to C. S. McCarty Shenandoah Publishing House
Strasburg, Virginia.
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Dear Mr. McCarty:
I trust the fact that we have not heard from you recently does not indicate that you are still ill and
away from the office.
We dislike to have to inflict upon you numerous communications but, in view of the repeated
exhaustion of our literature due to the number of inquiries, which show little evidence of
slackening off, we think it necessary to indicate priorities in order that the work may be
accomplished to the best advantage.
We have returned to you page proof on "Suggestions to Appalachian Trail Users". Our supply is
exhausted and the orders are piling up. It would be of help if you could send forward two or three
hundred of these in advance of the final shipment. Staggered shipments help us where the supply
has become depleted.
We have sent to you manuscript for "Publication No. 17” which requires only minor revisions.
This will be exhausted in about two weeks. We have also sent to you manuscript for the
publication "Plans for an Appalachian Trail Lean-to". The revision here was in the list of lean-tos
at the end. The supply of this publication is larger than the others and the need for it is not as
pressing.
Our present crisis is that we have exhausted the 5,000 copies of "Letter to Inquirers" which you
printed under the date of July 1949. I enclose revised manuscript. You will note that there is a
change on the first page, on page 2, and on the order blank. Probably it would be preferable to
send us proof.
We have to leave with you, to fill in on the order blank, the number of pages for “Suggestions”
and “Plans for the Appalachian Trail Lean-to”.
One of our standard items in the future will be a post card containing the material printed on
enclosure 2. Are you in a position to print these cards? Please reply to this inquiry.
I hope that when you have an opportunity to check over our communications you will not be too
much dismayed at our need. We are endeavoring to arrange matters to cause the least disruption
of your facilities and we are most appreciative of the efforts you are making to assist us in
dealing with our problems.
Enclosures:
1. Manuscript of “Letter to Inquirers”.
2. Prospective Notice for Post Card.
{We need 5,000 copies of “Letter to Inquirers”.}
cc: Miss Jean Stephenson, Miss Marion Park, Miss Sadye Giller, all with copy of enclosure 2.
September, 1949. Letter from Appalachian Trail Conference to Inquirers.
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Dear Inquirer:
In response to your request for information about the Appalachian Trail Conference, there is
enclosed herewith Appalachian Trail Publication No. 17, The Appalachian Trail. This furnishes a
generalized description of The Appalachian Trail and the objectives of The Appalachian Trail
Conference. The literature which relates to The Appalachian Trail, both that published by the
Conference and the affiliated organizations, is listed according to subjects in this publication. For
convenience in ordering, a briefer list, which serves as an order blank, is attached to this letter.
Five guidebooks cover the entire Trail route. These books contain the information required for
actual travel over sections of the Trail. In addition, the other listed publications describe, rather
fully, the other phases of The Appalachian Trail project. They treat of the history of the Trail, the
system employed in its marking, equipment, camping technique, lean-to construction,
preparation of guidebooks and other related matters. If you have had no previous experience on
The Appalachian Trail or in trail travel, you should find very useful A.T.C. Publication No. 15,
Suggestions For Appalachian Trail Users. This Publication has been prepared in response to
numerous inquiries received over a course of years by the Conference and will undoubtedly
furnish the answers to many questions which will occur to you.
If you are primarily interested in the history of The Appalachian Trail and the manner in which it
has come into existence, you will find the Conference's Publication No. 5, The Appalachian Trail,
a very complete statement. This publication also details the route of the Trail, lists the
maintaining organizations, sets forth its constitution and The Appalachian Trailway Agreement,
with an extensive annotated Bibliography (52 pages; $.50).
A subscription to Appalachian Trailway News will keep you informed of current outstanding
developments along the Trail. This is issued three times a year. In addition, subscriptions to
Appalachian Trailway News afford an opportunity to support the Trail project.
The Appalachian Trail Conference is an amateur recreational project. All its activities are on a
volunteer basis; its activities represent the contribution of those who are interested in the Trail
project. The Conference is composed of individuals, outing clubs and organizations which
support the Trail project. The membership for individuals ("Class D" membership) has dues of
$5.00 a year. Such members receive any publications issued by the Conference during the period
of their membership, including guidebooks and Appalachian Trailway News. This type of
membership affords individuals an opportunity to maintain close contact with and to support The
Appalachian Trail project.
As the Conference is entirely a volunteer organization, its facilities are necessarily limited. The
Conference wishes that it were in a position to supply to inquirers, without charge,
comprehensive information as to the Trail route and the Trail project. Since the Conference's
activities are supported by the contributions of affiliated clubs and members, the cost of the
literature forwarded is defrayed by some other individual. In order that the same service may be
rendered to other inquirers, the Conference has adopted the practice of requesting recipients of
its literature to forward twenty-five cents to defray costs of the literature forwarded. This will
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explain why your communication requesting information was initially answered by the request
that this sum be forwarded.
By carefully noting the list of publications, you should find a source of information which will
deal with your point of interest or inquiry as to The Appalachian Trail. The answers to virtually
all inquiries necessary to use the Trail are covered in the listed literature. The description of each
publication will undoubtedly indicate to you the publication which deals with your particular
point of interest or inquiry.
The Conference trusts that the interest which you have evidenced will develop into extensive use
of the Trail.
Very truly yours.
The Appalachian Trail Conference, Inc.,
1916 Sunderland Place, N.W.
Washington 6, D. C.
Enclosures:
The Appalachian Trail (A.T.C. Publication No. 17)
A Message to Those Who Walk in the Woods
ORDER BLANK PUBLICATIONS RELATING TO THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL
This list includes items most frequently requested from the Conference. For a complete list of
publications and information relating to The Appalachian Trail, see Appalachian Trail
Conference Publication No. 17.
SUGGESTIONS FOR APPALACHIAN TRAIL USERS. 44 pages, 4th ed., 1949
$ .35
Includes information on planning a trip, accommodations, precautions, maps, equipment,
clothing and food. This is an essential publication for all who travel The Appalachian
Trail.
THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL, Publication No. 5, Fifth Edition, September 1948, 52 pages
.50
Contains the history of The Appalachian Trail, List of Trail Maintaining Organizations,
Route of the Trail, Conference Constitution, Appalachian Trailway Agreement, “Hoch
Bill” and Bibliography.
GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE. 592 pp., 15 maps, 4th ed., 1942 2.50
With annual supplements and revised pages.
Current supplements are sent to purchasers whose names are registered with The
Appalachian Trail Conference. (See Publication No. 17 for various publications and
special articles on features of Maine.)
TRANSPARENT MAP CASE
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KATAHDIN SECTION OF GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE. 146 pp., 3
maps. (Now out of print; to be reissued in 1950.)
GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN NEW ENGLAND. 260 pp., 6 maps, 2nd ed.,
1939.
1.50
Covers Trail in Massachusetts and Connecticut in detail and gives a generalized
description of Trail in New Hampshire and Vermont.
SECOND SUPPLEMENT TO GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN NEW ENGLAND.
125 pp., 3 maps, 1942. Covers 100 miles between White and Green Mountains. (Out of
print; copy will be “loaned” hikers actually undertaking to travel this area.)
1949 SUPPLEMENT to GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN NEW ENGLAND.
(Third Supplement; corrects preceding Supplements and includes Supplement No. 1
16 pages.
.25
GUIDE TO PATHS IN THE BLUE RIDGE. 865 pp., 15 maps, 3rd ed., 1941. (Out of print.)
Covers Trail from the Susquehanna River to the Virginia-Tennessee line.
GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN THE SOUTHERN APPALACHIANS1. 452 pp.,
4 maps,2nd ed., 1942.
2.50
Contains 1948 Supplement and revised pages. Covers the Trail from the VirginiaTennessee line to Mt. Oglethorpe in Georgia. Current supplements are sent to
purchasers whose names are registered with The Appalachian Trail Conference.
GUYOT MANUSCRIPT. This manuscript and accompanying map, constituting Arnold Guyot’s
pre-Civil War study of the Southern Appalachians, are an invaluable geographical study
of the confusing system of the Southern Appalachian Ranges.
1.00
APPALACHIAN TRAILWAY NEWS. Issued 3 times a year.
Per Year
1.00
Contains reports on Trail conditions and other items of interest to Trail users.
Subscriptions to Trailway News afford an opportunity to keep closely informed of
Conference activities.
INSTRUCTIONS TO APPALACHIAN TRAIL WORKERS (A.T.C. Publication No. 11), 2nd
ed., 1948, 4 pp.
.10
A brief summary of the basic principles of the Trail Manual with particular emphasis on
summer trail work.
□ I hereby make application for membership as a “Class D” member
5.00
Enclosed is biographical sketch and membership fee.
Amount enclosed
$
In making remittance, please send check, money order, or postal note, payable to the
Appalachian Trail Conference.
Do not send postage stamps in any denomination.
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Material cannot be sent C. O. D. or under arrangements to have the cost remitted at a later date.
NAME
ADDRESS
October, 1949
September 9, 1949. Jean Stephenson, Buck Horn Camps, to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Myron:
We arrived this afternoon at Buck Horn Camps and found your letter asking about Mr. Swain. I
asked Mr. Haynes what had become of him and he said he had had a letter from him written from
Daicey saying he would be sure to be back. Then he heard nothing. Finally, about
ago he
had a telephone call from him in Millinocket, saying his mother didn’t want him to work in the
woods alone so he was going on home right then from Millinocket and would not be back.
He certainly was a wash out and I think you are right in not paying him any more.
However the Trail is really in pretty good shape, so while we did not get our (or rather your)
money’s worth, we can not urge travel, which is all to the good. [This does not make sense, but
is what she wrote.]
We left Yoke Ponds this morning—Mr. Skillin taking us by jeep to the turn-off from the B Pond
Road. We walked thru from there to Cooper Brook Falls—then began painting. Painted about 2
miles and walked on to Mr. Haynes’ trail to his plane landing rock on Cooper Pond. It leaves the
A.T. 100 yds. south of the blue trail to Cooper Pond, but swings south to come out in another
cove. He met us in the plane and brought us to camp. We have the cabin next to the main camp
and are very comfortable.
Tomorrow we go back by plane to Cooper Pond and paint back to where we left off. Next day
we will paint from the side trail to Cooper Pond on to Antlers where Mr. Haynes will meet us by
canoe.
Sadye is very anxious that you insert on number 17 that stamps are not acceptable in payment for
publications. Is there room to do that? It will solve one problem.
We are having a nice time and getting quite a little rest. I think my nerves are in better shape,
though I am still not sleeping quite like I should.
There is an old man here, a guest, who has been coming to the Maine woods for 56 years. You
would enjoy listening to him. He knows all the ponds and all the sporting camps and all the old
guides and is full of stories of them all.
I’ll give you the rest of the details when we return. I will be back in my apartment about 9 A.M.
Saturday, Sept. 17. If you have any free time Saturday or Sunday you might call me.
September 9, 1949. Myron Avery to Forest Commissioner A.D. Nutting, Augusta, Maine.
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Dear Mr. Nutting:
I wrote to you on August 20th to place before you my observations of the condition of the
Nesowadnehunk Cable Bridge situation. I suggested the extreme desirability of temporary
repairs to avoid greater damage and more expense in the way of repairs or reconstruction.
I fully appreciate that Maine fire hazards have precluded your dealing with the matter at an
earlier date. I have, however, just received from a traveler on the Appalachian Trail in Maine
some observations which echo what I thought as to the necessity for further repair that I have felt
I should pass them on to you.
The excerpts from the letter of this trail traveler, Mr. Seymour R. Smith of Watertown
Connecticut, are:
“To me further damage this winter may result unless some temporary repairs are made.
See the ‘End View’ and ‘Side View’ sketches enclosed.
“The pull of the sway cables upon the floor joists increases with each failing joist, so I
fear that continued failure of the joists may result in dropping one or both sway cables into the
river. This would probably damage these sway cables—perhaps snag the pulp wood too.
Suggested Temporary Repairs
(1) Connect the steel plates, on opposite side of bridge, with temporary cables under or over the
bridge floor.
or
(2) Fasten the existing tie cables to the supporting rods from the suspension cables.
“The purpose of either idea would be an attempt to prevent sway cable from dropping
down in the event of additional floor joist failures. The end view shows that side pull of the sway
cable contributes considerable strain to the floor joist. Permanent repairs should have this in
mind. Would suggest that the short steel plates be removed and long steel plates or angles be
substituted extending entire width of bridge.
“I do not intend to be a bridge engineer so the entire idea may be of no value, but thought
I should pass along the idea.”
I am forwarding herewith the two sketches which Mr. Smith prepared.
I enclose two carbons of this letter on the thought that your office may wish to forward them to
the Supervisors who are directly interested in the matter.
Enclosures:
2 sketches

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine – 1949 – Compiled by David Field – Page

248

2 Copies this letter
cc: Seymour Smith, Harold J. Dyer
September 9, 1949. Myron Avery to Seymour Smith. PERSONAL
Dear Seymour:
It was a pleasure to have your good letter of September 6th. I, too, have been very much
occupied since my return and I have wanted to take time out to tell you what a thoroughly
enjoyable trip I experienced and how much indebted I am to you for all your courtesies and
consideration. It was a very relaxing and pleasing experience--except for the times when Swain's
shortcomings would raise my blood pressure and irritation. I do not know how anyone could
have made for a more pleasant occasion and I only hope that 1949 was the pattern of many years
to come.
I should have sent you the enclosed copy of my letter of 20 August to Mr. Nutting. I have used
your letter as further ammunition on the point of preventing deterioration of the Bridge. I am
glad, indeed to have that ammunition. I am concerned over the situation and hope that we may
induce the Forest Service to take the necessary action.
I will be sending you a copy of my letter to Sauter and Buchanan on the New England Guide. A
copy of The Traveler item goes forward to you by separate cover in a few days.
I have read with great interest of your activities preparatory to September 17th. Some of these
days I shall hope to have the opportunity to congratulate Mrs. Robert Smith--and I mean it
exactly that way.
I am not going to say too much about it but, this fall, one M. H. A. has very much in mind that he
is going to give himself the pleasure of traveling the Connecticut Mountains with their added
attraction of fall weather and foliage. It will be in October but you will be hearing from me.
Enclosure
September 9, 1949. Myron Avery to Mrs. Robert M. Stubbs, Librarian, State of Maine
Library, Augusta, Maine
Dear Mrs. Stubbs:
Miss Stephenson told me some time ago of her very pleasant visit to the State Library and of her
discussion of the matter of exhibiting the Katahdin material.
We understand that, as your plans progress, you will let us know if we can do anything in the
way of providing what is required to store and exhibit the material.
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Recently we had reprinted, by the planograph process, an item on The Traveler. which appeared
in the Lewiston Journal. Since this would form a part of the Katahdin collection I have sent to
you, under separate cover, four copies of the item.
cc: Miss Jean Stephenson
September 10, 1949. MEMORANDUM TO MAINE APPALACHIAN TRAIL CLUB
MEMBERS from Myron Avery.
M.A.T.C. Secretary Schairer, who has just returned to Washington, tells me that his nominating
committee has a further matter to consider before it will be able to submit to the M.A.T.C. a slate
of new officers.
Pending the election of officers, I think it would be highly advantageous if those of us who are
handling trail maintenance in Western Maine could arrange a meeting this fall. This would be
preliminary to a larger meeting in the spring. I had thought that I would mention the matter at
this time so that the date can be reserved.
My plan is to be in Maine the week end of the 29th and 30th of October (Bates—Bowdoin Game)
and I will be available on the 30th. I know the difficulty of finding a date which meets the
convenience of all the interested people but I thought that by writing at this time someone could
suggest a convenient place and we could get together, say, around noon and go over matters and
make future plans.
Please let me know what you would consider to be the most convenient central meeting locality
and I will make definite arrangements on the basis of the suggestions.
Note for Prof. Roy P. Fairfield: Did Disston return your shears? {Ans. 9/17}
September 10, 1949. Myron Avery to Forest Supervisor Robert Hutton, Greenville, Maine.
Dear Mr. Hutton:
I Appreciate very much your taking the time to send me your letter of September 4th.
The reports as to the fire on Bigelow were most alarming and I am glad to know that the
mountain is unscathed and that we do not have any additional Trail problems by reason of the
fire.
I am also glad to know that conditions, generally, in the State have improved. I hope that the
respite will permit the Forest Commissioner to consider the Cable Bridge matter for I am afraid
that the damage will be very much increased unless measures are taken immediately.
You will find, I think, that I sent to you a copy of my letter in which I reported to the Forest
Commissioner that our people had checked on the trail work at Mt. Bigelow and were very much
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pleased with the results. Thus, Commissioner Nutting knows that, despite all the handicaps of the
forest fires, the trail clearing by the second crew was performed to our entire satisfaction.
My trip to Maine was on the strenuous side but most enjoyable. We still have a few gaps along
the Trail where conditions are not to our entire satisfaction. We hope to remedy these next year.
Our problem now is the Cable Bridge.
I appreciate very much your keeping me informed of developments. This has been—
unfortunately--in some aspects a very eventful year in the Maine woods.
Copies to Miss Jean Stephenson, Mr. John W. Clark
September 10, 1949. Norman M. Wickstrand, A.M.C. Member, 81 Lancaster Road, Bristol,
Conn. to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Sir:
Last month while staying at Kidney Pond Camps my wife and I walked down to the West
Branch of the Penobscot and found the suspension bridge in very regrettable condition. It should
be investigated but it appears that the major portion of the structure is still intact so it seems that
the bridge should be repaired. If the towers will outlast another wood floor maybe the floor
should be on steel stringers.
It has occurred to me that maybe if various groups were contacted they could collectively finance
the project. I am thinking of several types of groups such as the hiking and trail clubs, owners
and guests, etc. In my opinion the bridge would be of some help to the Great Northern to get men
back and forth across the river when they are sluicing logs, cruising timber, fighting forest fires
etc.
If the bridge is not to be repaired, some rearrangement of the trail or provision for crossing
should be provided. It seems that a small sign on each side telling where the best fording place is
would be greatly appreciated. This could be placed early next summer.
I earnestly hope that some solution to this gap in the Maine to Georgia trail will be available
before very long.
September 10, 1949. Myron Avery to L. B. Cookson, 9 Clifford Street, Melrose 76,
Massachusetts.
Dear Mr. Cookson:
Your letter of September 6th, addressed to the Maine Appalachian frail Club, has been referred
to me.
The Maine Appalachian Trail Club membership was originally limited to those who had
rendered distinguished service to the Trail in Maine. The Club’s constitution is, however, now
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being revised to include a dues-paying type of membership. This change will probably be
effected during the next two months and, at that time, we will bear in mind to communicate with
you in order that you may make application.
The supply of the last communication, addressed to members of the Club in May, is somewhat
depleted but as soon as another copy can be run off it will be sent to you.
I am sending to you under separate cover an envelope which contains material descriptive of the
Appalachian Trail project.
cc: Miss Jean Stephenson
Note to Miss Stephenson: Where are the hectograph records of the May 9, 1949 letter to
members of the Maine A. T. C.? We need additional copies. M.H.A.
September 10, 1949. Memo from Myron Avery to Sidney Tappan.
Dear Sidney:
Your note of September 7th is very welcome. The attached (please return to me) is the last word
received from Swain and you can appreciate my concern over no report from him if he went
back to Rainbow by way of the West Branch.
Nothing has been paid to him for any work beyond July 19th and, with the exception of a $20.00
advance and the amount paid at the sporting camps, his labor after July 19th will go to offset the
loss caused by this most inexcusable breach of arrangements which created so much difficulty
for us. So, in the long run we are not taken in too much by this performance.
Enclosure
cc: Miss Jean Stephenson
September 10, 1949. Marion Park, Secretary, The Appalachian Trail Conference, to
Millinocket Chamber of Commerce, Millinocket, Maine.
Dear Sirs:
I am writing in connection with the matter of the Katahdin reprint of the "Guide to the
Appalachian Trail in Maine" which you have ordered from us on numerous occasions.
The Maine Appalachian Trail Club has just learned another publication which furnishes much
material for the area north of Katahdin. This is entitled, "The Traveler - Two Decades". It is sold
for 35 cents a copy. We have sent to you six copies with the compliments of the Maine
Appalachian Trail Club. Since this covers a very little-known section, you may wish to place it
on sale and we shall be glad to furnish you with additional copies.
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You may be interested to know the other literature which is available for Maine, in addition to
the Maine Guide. This is listed in our Publication No. 17, of which I enclose a copy.
Enclosure -"Publication No. 12" [sic]
cc:
Mr. M. H. Avery
Miss Jean Stephenson
September 12, 1949. Deputy Forest Commissioner Austin Wilkins to Myron Avery .
Dear Mr. Avery:
I have just received a reply from Supervisor Robert Hutton regarding the camp site on the
Kokadjo B Pond road. I am quoting direct from his letter and should you wish to follow this up
more I suggest you write to Mr. Hutton.
“The public camp site which you referred to in your letter of the 7th between the two Yoke
Ponds on the “B” Pond road from Kokadjo has been discontinued. This was deemed a hazardous
location during extremely dry periods. However, it is our intention to relocate it at Bear Pond,
west of the old site on the road. Most of the Trail travelers stop at Berry’s anyway and use the
public camp site very little.”
Our forest fire conditions are improving slightly with very cool nights, heavy frosts, and the
promise of some more rain.
September 13, 1949. Lawson Reeves to Myron Avery.
Dear Myron,
I just returned from three days work trip on my section from Spaulding shelter to the top of
Sugarloaf. I was a little disappointed when I saw the trail. Evidently there was a bad storm there
last winter as even the places where we cleared last year were pretty bad with wind falls, broken
tops and bent over young growth.
With the exception of about a half mile between the five and a half and six mile mark we rough
cleared the distance from the shelter to Sugarloaf. We did not have time to finish the other half
mile. This is pretty bad but is passable. We painted from west to east and about half way back
before we ran short of paint. It is well painted. We put up metal markers and the new signs at the
old lumber yard (#247 and #248) and the one at Spaulding Shelter. The sign at the proposed side
trail up Mt. Abraham is down due to the tree being broken off. We intended to replace this but all
of our tools we lashed to the pack so we will have to do it next year. Fishermen are using the trail
from Oberton Stream to the ten mile marker to get in to Carabow [sic] Valley and someone has
done a little light brushing out there. The whole distance from the 12 mile marker to the shelter is
pretty bad. It is doubtful if I will get up there again this fall but I will have to clear all of this
early next spring before there is any travel.
I am giving a recapitulation of my summers work in case I do not get in another trip:
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1 trip in June my wife and myself on Sugarloaf
1 trip in July, a male companion and our wives
1 trip over Labor Day, my wife and myself
1 trip last week-end, 2 male companions, 3 days
1 trip in May with Bates college, 1 male companion

1 man-day
2 “ “
6 “ “
9 “ “
18 man-days
2 “ “
20 man-days

We were transported by jeep up Mr. Griscom’s narrow gauge road bed from East Madrid to
Oberton stream.
A question has arisen, Myron, the shelters are state campsites; but during a fire ban are these
sites closed or are they open the same as highway campsites? A statement on the state Highway
Road map would lead one to believe they are closed.
There were 14 people that signed the note book at Spaulding Shelter this summer beside the
three of us or 17 in all. This shows how little travel there is through here. There might have been
a few who went through that did not go down to the shelter.
We found all of the mile markers.
The encouraging thing this year is that I have found a couple new trail workers to go with me
and help clear. That is the thing that I need most as my section is no place for a man to work
alone.
copies: John Clark, Bronson Griscom, Prof. Fairfield, Helon Taylor
September 13, 1949. Sidney Tappan to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Myron,
You both surprised and pleased me yesterday with your note and Swain’s letter of Aug. 13. I am
enclosing them. The paper clip didn’t unfasten easily hence your note to me is still attached.
Naturally I can appreciate your concern in this matter. At the time Swain left York’s I wanted to
write you, but as I have already told you, I didn’t want to interfere in other folks affairs.
I can confirm his statement that he planned to work til noon Sunday, 14th Aug. He did and so did
I. That afternoon he went up Katahdin. He returned to York’s if my memory is correct, late
Wednesday the 17th and left camp the following morning. He did no work after noon Sunday the
14th. He left the buck saw at York’s, but I believe he carried your axe with him. At least I had to
borrow an axe from Junior. He left the paint carrier there too.
My son, Peter, painted blazes from the dyke at the outlet of Grassy to Katahdin Stream campsite
while I cleared the trail. This was done while Swain was in at Chimney Pond camp. The first
group of boys from Camp Kennebec helped us on the trail between York’s and that big birch tree
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which had been across the trail for a couple of years or more. They moved it to one side. Bruce
Beach Jr. was in charge of this group. The second group, of which Swain spoke, did nothing. No
logs were cut or laid in the trail from the dry ki at Grassy to Katahdin Stream. Perhaps next
summer we can improve the foot way of this section.
I haven’t been able to locate a copy of “The Penobscot Man” yet, so meanwhile I am reading
Kenneth Roberts’ “Arundel”. Some day I hope to cover the trail south of Rainbow Lake. I have
been to the north ferry crossing via the blue blazed trail three times, but I have never followed
the white blazes to the south side.
Thanks for writing, and if I can be of any help during the fall, winter, or spring I would
appreciate an opportunity to be of service. Meanwhile I hope you will get away during the
autumn for a holiday or week end on the trail.
September 13, 1949. Myron Avery to Norman Wickstrand, Bristol, Connecticut.
Dear Mr. Wlckstrand:
I have received your letter of September 10th.
At the outset I wish, on behalf of both the Appalachian Trail Conference end the Maine
Appalachian Trail Club, to express appreciation of your interest in the Appalachian Trail and
your helpfulness in writing of the difficulty which exists at the crossing of the West Branch of
the Penobscot. The Guide to the Appalachian Trail in Maine expressly requests this assistance
from trail users and compliance with the request is often of great help.
In your suggestion that the condition of the Cable Bridge “should be investigated” I am sure that
you are not under the impression that this condition is unknown to us and has not been
publicized so as to warn Appalachian Trail travelers or that we have not set in motion steps to
remedy matters. We would be chagrined, indeed, to learn that you were under any such
impression.
The difficulty here has been widely broadcast through items in Appalachian Trailway News (the
official publication of the Appalachian Trail Conference) and through the 1949 Supplement to
the Guide to the Appalachian Trail in Maine. The latter, which appeared in January 1949, is
automatically sent to every purchaser of the Maine Guide and, presumably, without it no traveler
would undertake any extended trip on the Trail. I am glad to enclose a copy of this supplement
so that you may know of one medium through which notice was circularized.
The Cable Bridge is the property of the Maine Forest Service. Some $1,800 was obtained from
the State’s Contingent Fund to purchase the cable. It was constructed by a side camp from a main
CCC Camp at Patten with materials hewed at the locality Apart from extensive correspondence
with Maine's Forest Commissioner, A. D. Nutting, I have been to Augusta (at my own expense)
to press the matter of the repair. Your trip to Maine this summer, of course, fully acquainted you
with the continuous series of fires in the Maine woods, which have precluded the Forest Service
from devoting any attention, as yet, to this matter.
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The Maine Appalachian Trail Club expended, in 1949, $1,000 for trail work in Maine. This
unfortunate deficiency precludes publicizing the complete restoration of the Appalachian Trail in
Maine to its pre-war standard and thereby stimulating Trail travel. The problem is not so much
one of money but of ways and means--that is labor. Except through a unit such as the Forest
Service, it is extremely difficult to obtain any labor in this vicinity.
We are grateful to you for your suggestions as to a source of revenue. My contact with the
situation, for many years, leads me to believe, however, that the casual vacationist at the sporting
camp would have little disposition to contribute to this project. The mechanics of obtaining
names and addresses and initiating a campaign is no small task. As far as the sporting camp
interest is concerned, had the Kidney Pond people been sufficiently interested in the preservation
of this Bridge and reported the first intimation of trouble, the difficulty would not have
developed to the present condition. Further, as a matter of fact, the Great Northern Paper
Company billed the State, in 1937, for the services of horses used in constructing the Bridge. The
Maine Appalachian Trail Club paid the bill since the State had no funds for the purpose.
In addition to all this publicity as to the condition of the Bridge, the sporting camps on the route
are fully posted and the Bridge was barred off. Further, the Appalachian Trail route in Maine
existed some four years before the Bridge was ever contemplated. Since Kidney Pond is not on
the Appalachian Trail, through Appalachian Trail hikers would not be stopping there so that the
lack of local direction at Kidney Pond is not significant. Fording the River involves a personal
hazard in times of high water and pulp running. While the use of a guide and canoe for crossing
the River is expensive, it was the condition between 1933 and 1937, and does eliminate a hazard.
We will be glad, indeed, if you find it possible to translate your suggestions into specific,
effective form of action. Your expressed interest in the Appalachian Trail, coupled with the
seeming lack of information as to our activity in this connection suggests to me that it would be
most desirable if you were to place yourself in a position where you might be in closer touch
with Appalachian Trail activities. I suggest a subscription to the Appalachian Trailway News or,
more effective, the Class D membership. I have asked that the packet of Appalachian Trail
literature, which is descriptive of the organization's functioning, be sent to you.
If you wish to pursue the matter further, you will be interested in discussing it with your fellow
Connecticut Appalachian Mountain Club chapter member, Seymour R. Smith of Watertown,
Connecticut, who was with me at the Bridge in mid-August when the Trail from the Penobscot
West Branch to Katahdin was recleared and well marked.
Again thanking you for your expression of interest and taking the trouble to suggest ways and
means of dealing with this problem, which we hope will be behind us in the not too distant future.
cc: Seymour Smit, Watertown, Connecticut
September 13, 1949. Myron Avery to Harold Dyer, Baxter State Park. AIR MAIL.
Dear Hal:
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I assume from the fact that I have not heard from you as to the date for our trip to The Traveler
country that progress at Roaring Brook has been slower than contemplated and is absorbing all
your time.
I thought that I had better write to say that today the “No. 2” man in the office became a
grandfather and as a result, takes leave until the end of the month. This means that I could not
leave here before October the first. I had hoped—for my convenience that this addition would
appear earlier in September so that his leave would be out of the way.
It may well be that matters are developing so that you may find it preferable to make this trip in
late May when you would have the advantage of the long days. The only disadvantage would be
that the sending of the Katahdin reprint and finishing of the map work could not go to the printer
until after that date. With this exception, the choice of time would not particularly matter to me.
In looking over my East Branch maps. I came upon photostats (from the Massachusetts
Archives) of the earliest maps the T5R10 and T6R9 made in 1839 and 1834 respectively. The
latter has much data with respect to the then-timber growth. The original shape of the lakes,
before the dams were built on the East Branch, is of much interest to me. I also found the survey
in 1840 between Telos and Webster (then appropriately called “Penobscot Lakes”). That should
have formed a part of my study on the Telos Cut. I have thought it would be of interest to you to
see these three items, which I have sent forward under separate cover, with a return stamped
envelope, for the purpose of returning them to me since they are my file copies.
(Dictated by Mr. Avery but sent forward without being read to avoid delay.)
September 13, 1949. Myron Avery to Ludwig K. Moorehead, Newport News Shipbuilding
and Dry Dock Co., 90 Broad Street, New York, New York.
Dear Lud:
I am most appreciative of your thoughtfulness in sending me the letter from Chamberlain lake,
telling of matters of so much interest to me.
I have been in Maine quite a good deal during the summer and when I see you we will exchange
reports.
You have spoken so much of the railroad at the Tramway that I thought it might be of interest to
you to see the November, 1926 issue of the Northern, which contains so much data about the
railroad and Mud Pond Carry.
I will be in touch with you when I am in New York.
(Dictated by Mr. Avery but sent forward without being read to avoid delay.)
September 13, 1949. A. E. Blank, for JEWEL PAINT & VARNISH CO., to Freight Agent,
Boston & Aroostook Railway Co., Millinocket, Maine.
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Dear Sir:
Can you tell from your records at this late date if the following described shipment was received
at Millinocket and disposition of same?
The shipment consisted of one carton Paint in Metal Cans consigned to Appalachian 'Trail
Conference, Millinocket Maine, c/o Nahmakanta Lake Camps. Shipment was made November
6th, 1947 from Chicago via Wabash Railway.
We assume your railroad is the delivery carrier.
September 14, 1949. Richard Finley and Milton Anderson, Monson, Maine, to Myron
Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Mr. Avery,
Here is our final report.
Friday, Sept. 9
Saturday, Sept. 10
Sunday, Sept. 11

8 hrs.
8 hrs.
8 hrs.

We finished clearing in the Bald Mt. region Fri. and Sat. We cleared the Blue trails Sunday. We
have not painted the Blue trails.
September 14, 1949. J. F. Schairer, Chairman, Nominating Committee of the Maine
Appalachian Trail Club, 2801 Upton Street, N.W., Washington 8, D.C., to Mr. Stanley B.
Atwood, Box 165 Lewiston1 Maine.
Sear Mr. Atwood:
As retiring secretary and chairman of the nominating committee of the Maine Appalachian Trail
Club I wrote you on 23 June just before leaving on a geological trip to the West. Since I have not
heard from you, I am enclosing a copy of this latter in case by some mischance you may not have
received it. My mail was forwarded to me this summer at various points in the West and some of
it never reached me, so I may have missed your reply.
The nominating committee feel that you are just the man for secretary of the Maine Appalachian
Trail Club and hope you will accept the nomination. May I have an early reply from you?
September 14, 1949. A. E. Blank, for JEWEL PAINT & VARNISH CO., to Myron Avery.
Dear Mr. Avery:
We are attempting to confirm delivery to Millinocket, Maine of the 12 quarts shipped c/o
Nahmakanta Lake Camps as asked of us in your letter of August 22nd, 1949.
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According to our records shipment was made November 6th, 1947 from Chicago via Wabash
Railroad, freight charges Prepaid.
We enclose a copy of the letter we sent to the Freight Agent of the Boston and Aroostook
Railway Company at Millinocket regarding this shipment.
If we are unable to secure any information from him, we will ask the Wabash Railroad to show
delivery. We have no record of the shipment having been returned to us.
{Copy F. H. Schoppe}
September 15, 1949. Lawson Reeves to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Myron,
Re: your inquiry as to a suitable place to hold a meeting of trail workers of M.A.T.C. I would
suggest that Lewiston would be the logical place with maybe Augusta as second choice,
providing the Commissioners of Forestry and Fish and Game might be invited.
I would plan on attending and probably bring one friend from here with me.
P.S. Enc. clipping. It has rained the past two days and all forest fires are out now.
[Clipping:] MAINE WOODS AGAIN DANGEROUSLY DRY. Augusta, Sept. 13-AP-A
warning from the State Forestry Department was issued tonight against fires and smoking in the
forests.
Deputy Forest Commissioner Austin H. Wilkins said that woods are drying out with the coming
Fall season and reported three fires already started, one under control.
One was in Penobscot County near Lake Gassabias and had been burning since Sunday. It was
reported Sunday by Forestry Dept. Pilot Earl Crabbe and was reported tonight to have burned
about 73 acres.
Forest Commissioner Albert Nutting and Supervisor George Faulkner were on the scene.
The other was in Crockertown on Sugar Loaf Mountain and officials believed that it had been
going for two weeks, breaking out of the ground today. They attributed it to lightning. A crew of
40 to 50 men will battle the fire tomorrow.
Wilkins said a blaze over a half mile in area at Hebron was under control.
September 15, 1949. A. D. Nutting, Forest Commissioner, Augusta, Maine, to Myron Avery.
Dear Mr. Avery:
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The Supervisors thus far have seemed to believe that the Nesowadnehunk Cable Bridge is not
particularly important for fire protection. I realize its value to you and will be glad to help in any
way possible.
I have not had an opportunity to review this with the Governor which I will do at the earliest
possible moment. Just at present I am very busy and have been away from the office a great deal.
I thought I would let you know about the situation as of to date.
I am sending the two additional copies of your letter to Supervisors Hutton and Pendleton.
I assume that you are still planning to send the $75.00 to help Bob Hutton carry through the job
from the Blanchard Town Line to Moxie Lake. A Council Order has been approved to accept
this amount.
Mr. John W. Clark, Mr. Robert G. Hutton, Miss Jean Stephenson
September 15, 1949. Myron Avery to Lawson Reeves.
Dear Lawson:
I have received your letter of September 12th and I appreciate your writing me at length.
I am leaving Washington for a few days so I am asking my secretary to send off this letter as
soon as she transcribes it.
I had thought that we had concluded not to put up any sign indicating the proposed side trail to
Mt. Abraham since the project does not seem one which will materialize. I certainly agree with
you all the way about the difficulty of working this area and that it is not a place where one can
work alone.
I am sending a copy of your letter to Miss Stephenson, Editor of Trailway News, and to Vice
Chairman Stevens. Miss Stephenson likes to have these items so that she can use them for
obtaining a geographical distribution of items on the whole A.T.
I refer now to your question of the status of the A.T. lean-tos during fire bans. When I called at
the Forest Commissioner’s Office at Augusta in the spring I found that Deputy Commissioner
Wilkins and Forest Supervisor Hutton were troubled by problems in this connection.
Theoretically, even during fire bans, one may build fires at public campsites unless that is also
prohibited. Some of the firewardens have pointed out that these lean-tos on the A.T., unlike those
on the highways, could not be observed and kept under control. That presented dangerous
situations and the possibility of fishermen using them to evade the fire bans. I said that we had a
full recognition of this problem and we would not want these structures used as a means of
evasion or to increase the Forest Service’s problems. I said that we could make an announcement
to the effect that these structures could not be used during fire bans and this will appear in the
1950 Supplement of the Maine Guide and goes into the Guide Book. I am afraid, with the
emphasis on the fire situation, that any other attitude in the matter might lead to the abolishing in
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toto of the campsite situation on the A.T. If the woods are closed to the building of fires, we do
not want people able to circumvent the prohibition through using the campsites.
Unlike what you feel of it, I think that fourteen people stopping at the Spaulding Mountain Leanto shows quite considerable use, in view of the publicity given to the closed nature of the Trail
here.
On the whole, we have done very well with our trail work in Maine and if we can solve the
problem of the Nesowadnehunk Cable Bridge in the near future, we shall start an active
campaign to publicize the renovated condition of the Trail in Maine.
I will send on to you soon a list of signs which can be made to advantage.
cc: John W. Clark, Prof. Roy P. Fairfield, Bronson Griscom, Helon Taylor, M. H. Stevens*, Miss
Jean Stephenson*
*Copy of incoming letter
September 15, 1949. Bronson W. Griscom to Myron Avery.
Dear Mr. Avery:
This will constitute a sort of final report on my Trail activities last summer.
In the first place, I reached the conclusion that I could not possibly get my section of the Trail in
good shape by myself with volunteer workers. It was far too overgrown, there were too many
blow-downs, and I would have had to spend all of my available time on this project.
Consequently, I engaged the sterling individual, Mr. Raymond Samson and his son who have
helped me so much in past years on other projects, including the clearing of the railroad track.
These two men put in about two solid weeks on the Trail. This cost me close to $300 but I must
say they did a wonderful job and my section of the Trail is in excellent shape. I might add that I
did do some work myself and, of course, indoctrinated them and reviewed their progress. {The
damn fire ban prevented use of Pop. Ridge Lean-to which meant those poor guys had to climb
the mt. every day. This involved many wasted hours.}
This involved a good deal of money but should mean that in subsequent years I ought to keep the
Trail in good shape with relatively little effort.
We did not complete the job at the Poplar Ridge lean-to nor have we completed the Blue-blazed
trail to the Spring in the sag between Saddleback Junior and the Horn. There are also metal
markers to be put up as well as some signs which you sent to me after I left. Incidentally, I
presume these arrived safely in Phillips but will find out for sure when I go up again for my last
visit in October.
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Evidently quite a number of parties used my section of the Trail after the work had been done
and I got some dividends in the form of praise for the condition of the Trail, which was relayed
on to me from various sources.
I have had some very satisfactory correspondence with the Kennebec Pulp and Paper Company
which has purchased the town of Redington, as I reported earlier in the year. I have made a
contact with the real man on the working level, their local superintendent, a man by the name of
Bancker. Unfortunately he visited our place while I was away. Nevertheless, my wife was there
to receive him and butter him up a bit and then Samson gave him a ride over my jeep road into
Redington. I think we have established the beginning of a good relationship. I hope that we have
sold him on the fact that we are not going to burn up all his lumber and that the Appalachian
Trail project is a worthy one. As a matter of fact he already seemed to be pretty well sold on the
Trail. He, in turn, just about convinced Mrs. Griscom that they are not going to murder the
woods in this section but that their operations will be on a selected, scientific basis.
Also, these people are not going to start operations for at least a year. In the meantime Mr.
Bradley, who runs the Redington Pond Camps, remains on sufferance, which is something worth
remembering for climbers who might plan to spend the night with him.
These people are going to haul their lumber out over the part of the railroad track leading to the
Rangeley-Stratton road. This has been the road which has always been kept open and which has
served as the road into Bradley’s camp. I understand that this road will be closed fairly soon.
The effect of all this is that people who use my section of the Trail may be limited pretty much to
individuals who plan to go all the way through to Bigelow in one direction or from Bigelow right
over Saddleback in the other. It will tend to cut down the local traffic who might start at Maine
Highway 4 or Saddleback Lake Camps with the idea of having a car meet them at Redington. Of
course, they could use my jeep road but this thoroughfare is pretty well limited to jeeps and
automobiles of the Model-T Ford variety.
During the summer I also traversed the Bigelow range, Mr. Reeves; section of the Trail, and the
Bald Pate section. In each case I would start at one end and be met with an automobile at the
other.
I have also developed several new trails in my neighborhood, including a new one up Mt.
Abraham.
Do give me a ring when you are in New York, and if you are in Maine around the middle of
October why not try to contact me there. My address there is R.F.D. #3, Phillips, Maine,
telephone 627 Ring 21.
{Clark, Stephenson, Park, Attwood, Fairfield, Taylor}
September 15, 1949. Ludwig K. Moorehead to Myron Avery.
Dear Myron,
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Thank you very much indeed for lending me the issue of the Northern concerning the RR, which
I shall read with great interest and return to you.
I hasten to tell you for the first time something that you must not fail to do when you have an
opportunity: visit Maurice Day's shop and house at Damariscotta, where you will be astounded
and delighted to find that he has painted fine watercolors of much of our favorite places in the
Katahdin-Traveler region.
We heard of him through a doctor in Stamford. We stopped on our way down from Moosehead
and spent a long time looking at his paintings and talking to him. He was very glad to meet
someone beside a guide or woodsman who had been to all the scenes of his paintings. He has
done some remarkable and very striking ones of the So. Branch ponds, both from the shore and
from Pinnacle Rock and from So. Br. Mt. You will be very enthusiastic about them, I am sure. A
number of them were done in winter, one of which I bought for Barbara--a view up the East
Branch with Horse Mt. in the background. You must see it at our house. {Please send him your
“articles of Mt. K.—“}
Day said that he met you years ago on the mountain when you ware working on the trail but was
sure that you would not remember him. Confidentially, he charged us only $50, for the goodsized one we. bought and quoted us $35. on smaller ones. The best picture in his collection, in
my opinion, is a small one in his house of a lobster boat. Be sure to see that. We may have him
do one of Katahdin from our kdks [kodachromes?] if he will. He agreed to consider it, if I am not
committed to a Vermont artist who has had them for 2 years for the same purpose.
Day lives just south of the center of Damariscotta; his shop, known as "The Whittle Shop” is a
small cabin-like structure on the south side of route 1 just east of the center of the village.
We had the best fishing in years at Haymock and Allagash pool. We were unable to get up to A.
Lake without more time and effort than we could spare, on account of low water, but did spend a
night at the falls below Round Pond. I left my 20 at Nugent’s and we came out by plane. While
we were there 4 young men from Washington came up from Telos Dam in two small rented
canoes, one with a keel, to make the Allagash trip. We disuaded them from trying to make the
dam in too much sea, but they did it early the next morning in the calm moonlight. They seemed
like nice boys. They had no guide and were very appreciative of the courtesies shown them by
Maine people.
Harry Sanders informed me confidentially that the new emergency (?) state campsites which
were established in large numbers while the woods were closed will be permanent and so sports
will be able to go much more freely without guides on the canoe routes and lakes. He had a map
showing their locations which he took down from one which is not yet ready for distribution. I
suppose, in view of the shortage of guides, that this is a good thing, but will eventually result in
some greenhorns getting drowned or lost.
Let me know when you are coming and plan to come to New Canaan for the night if possible.
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{Day is opposed to weakening the Baxter donation provisions and is working against it. He
might be valuable to you in this effort.}
September 16, 1949. Myron Avery to C. S. McCarty, Shenandoah Publishing House,
Strasburg, Virginia.
Dear Mr. McCarty;
I have your letters of September 12th and 13th. I appreciate your detailed response to our
inquiries and the information furnished.
The letter, which apparently you never received, was dated August 20th. I enclose two carbons
of that letter. You can use the second carbon to furnish the response to the questions.
I note from your letter of September 12th that you do not have the cuts for Publication No. 12,
“Plans for an Appalachian Trail Lean-to”. I am sending a copy of this letter to Miss Stephenson,
who has custody of the cuts, and asking that she send them forward to you at the earliest
opportunity.
I note that the type for Publication No. 5 is standing and that the half tones for this publication
are in storage. Since we have with you orders for several items already, we will defer sending
forward the manuscript for Publication No. 5, “The Appalachian Trail”, until the need is urgent.
The corrections will be relatively minor. Please continue to hold the type and cuts.
I note that you did not publish our Trail Manual, Publication No. 1. That will not be out of stock
for a little while. We will submit revised manuscript and locate the cuts.
I note that type is standing for Publication No. 17, for which we have placed an order for 5,000,
and that you will print it as soon as the paper arrives. You will have in mind the matter of folding
this publication in the same manner as the last edition.
Our urgent need is for Publication No. 15, “Suggestions for Appalachian Trail Users”. This has
been exhausted for a sufficient time for numerous orders to accumulate. I had already suggested
that you could mail forward to us an advance order of one hundred or so to care for our needs.
This is No. 1 of all the priorities.
I deal now with the matter of a post card which was referred to in my letter of September 9th. It
will be satisfactory to use Roman type. Will you set it up and furnish proof for an initial order of
500? I am obliged to ask that you make a change in the manuscript. On the post card, please
insert, in parentheses, after the reference to the sending of 25¢ in coin, the following: “(Do not
send stamps)”.
If it is possible, we would ask that, on the order blank in connection with “Letter to Inquirers”
and “Publication No. 17”, the following statement be inserted where there is a reference to the
remitting of money to the Trail Conference: “(Do not send stamps of any denomination.)”.
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We are most appreciative of your efforts to assist us and, for this reason, we try to facilitate
matters by indicating our difficulties and priorities. They are in the following order:
Publication No. 15 (most urgent)
Letter to Inquirers
Post Card
Publication No. 17
Lean-to Publication
Since I will be away from Washington for several days I am asking my secretary to send forward
this letter to you on the basis of the dictation. If there is any question, I can deal with the matter
on my return.
cc: Miss Jean Stephenson, Miss Park, Miss Giller
September 16, 1949. Myron Avery to Jean Stephenson.
Please do the necessary in connection with the Lean-to publication, cuts, and segregate the cuts
for the Trail Manual.
September 17, 1949. Roy Fairfield to Myron Avery.
Dear Myron,
Again, thank you for all the carbon copies. It’s good to be posted.
Yes, we did get the shears back from Disston. You know, I’m still not very much impressed with
those handles. Granted the straight handle will overcome the whip, but I’m still wondering how
much that clamping arrangement will take??
October 29th, after we win from Bowdoin, will set me up for just such a meeting as you propose!
I’m willing to meet anywhere within a 50 mile radius (as far as my old Model A will go!); but, if
nobody has any better suggestions, I suspect we could meet somewhere on the Bates campus. I
think I could make specific arrangements for the group to eat dinner in one of the dining halls.
You give me the word and I’ll do my best.
No specific plans for AT work this Fall, but we have our first OC meeting on the 27th which
should see the Fall plans more clearly crystallized.
Kindest regards until we beat Bowdoin!
September 17, 1949. Stanley B. Attwood to J. Frank Schairer.
Dear Mr. Schairer:
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You didn’t get any reply from me to your letter of June 23 because I never got the letter. My
mail is supposed to go to box 165 Lewiston but some of it gets mixed with the office mail and I
have long suspected I miss some of it.
At first I thought that, as I am no longer able to do any real climbing, I should decline. But, on
second thought, perhaps that is the reason I ought to accept and thereby do what I can.
So you can include my name and if, at any time, I appear to be doing a bum job, you can stage a
purge.
I never met Clark but, of course, know what he has been doing, and heartily approve of his
consideration for supervisor.
Re the enclosure, will you kindly phone Avery and tell him it will be available the 30th about
noon. I think Lewiston would be central and can provide a meeting place where we will be
undisturbed. If MHA wishes, will bring the MAC collection of mountain pictures for atmosphere.
September 19, 1949. Myron Avery to George W. Rear, Rainbow Lake Camps, Kokadjo,
Maine.
Dear Mr. Rear:
The remnants of the trail crew wound up activity north of the River so the matter of reclearing
from the head of Rainbow to the Dam will have to await another year. This, plus five miles on
the Barren-Chairback Range, is the only section in Maine which, for better or worse--did not get
some kind of clearing this year.
We expect to know in about a month what we are going to be able to have accomplished in the
way of repairing the Cable Bridge,
We have just received a supply of paint and I thought it desirable to ask if you were able to
locate the carton of 12 quarts sent 1947. You will remember that when I was at the Camps you
were not able to find the carton but you felt it was available. I thought I had better be definite at
this time and I will appreciate your using the enclosed post card to tell me the result of your
further search.
I hope that some of the matters which we discussed have developed so that the outlook is more
promising at this time.
Enclosure: Post Card
September 19, 1949. Myron Avery to John W. Clark.
You might forward on to me York's letter for I would like to know the answers. One job which
Swain did not do and I was very anxious to get done was to renew the blue paint blazes on the
south bank of the West Branch on the Rainbow-Nesowadnehunk Trail. One would never know
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that there had been a well-used Tote-road there because of the dense growth of beech sprouts,
which hide the road. The blue blazes, although not too visible, would be a great reassurance.
M. H. Avery
September 19, 1949. Myron Avery to E. L. York, Jr., Daicey Pond, Millinocket, Maine.
Dear Junior:
Hal Dyer has probably told you that when he selected a date to go north that he had the very
week that my No. 2 man will be away from the office which anchors me in Washington. I
suggested the first week end in October (the 8th) and I hope that that may be convenient for both
you and him.
I sent, a little while ago, some photostats of the maps on the West Branch so you can see how
much of a drop there is on the various falls. We expect to know in about a month what will be
done for the Cable Bridge.
One of our very active Maine Appalachian Trail Club members, John W. Clerk, has in mind that
he wants to see the Bridge and, perhaps, if everything else fails, he can do something to prevent
any further damage. He has a jeep with a windlass. He wants to know if he can drive the jeep to
the Bridge. I told him that I did not know whether he could get across the Bridge at Abol Stream.
I am enclosing an envelope, addressed to Mr. Clark, and I would appreciate it if you would send
the information directly to him. Also tell him under what arrangements he could hire the use of
your Abol Camp. If you can take a few minutes to answer these questions for Mr. Clark I will be
very much obliged,
I hope to see you in October.
cc: Mr. John W. Clark
Enclosure – Addressed envelope
September 19, 1949. Myron Avery to Richard Finley and Milton Anderson, Monson, Maine.
Dear Finley and Anderson:
I have come back to Washington and find your last report, which is on the brief side but which I
read as indicating that you have done a thorough job in cleaning up from Blanchard to the Moxie
Pond Dam. Our treasurer, Miss Park, is sending each of you a check for $52.80 tor 88 hours
work. Ordinarily, we would want to check to see what had been accomplished before making a
final payment, but from what I saw of your work I am sure that you did a conscientious job and
if, when our inspector comes through, he finds some things which should be different, that you
will be willing to go back and make it right.
We are treating you this way rather than holding back some of the money. I had hoped that when
I made my trip that everything would be finished so that I could do the checking myself rather
than someone else having to go back.
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There are still some things I need to know.
1. Where did you use the cheap white paint?
2. Of the five shears which you have, which are the new ones? Which are the old ones?
3. Of the five weeders, which are the ones with the wavy blade?
4. Have you received the 6 quarts of white and the one quart of blue paint sent you?
I am having sent to Mr. Harry Davis four sets of the new kind of handles, which are much
stronger than the ones on the new types of shears.
If our inspector sends back a good report, we will probably be interested in getting the same area
cleared next year. There would be no painting and we would want to get it done within the first
three weeks after school closed.
Tell your grandfather that I found out that the lean-to on Cloud Pond was built by people at Lake
Onawa and they dropped shingles in from a plane.
cc: Marion Park, Jean Stephenson, John W. Clark
September 19, 1949. Myron Avery to H. A. Stevens, Manager, Hardware Department,
Disston Sons, Inc., Philadelphia 25, Pennsylvania.
Dear Mr. Stevens:
Thank you for your letters of 9 and 15 September with respect to the minimum number of
handles which can be furnished.
To eliminate problems caused by breakage and the annoyance of requests, which we shall
experience, for replacements for one or two pruning shears, we are placing a group order. We
would ask that these be sent, with the exception of the order for The Appalachian Trail
Conference, by parcel post, if feasible, and in any event, that all charges be prepaid. When I refer
to handles, I of course include bolts, clips and nuts, so that it is possible to effect a complete
substitution of the handles.
Please send the bill to me at the address given below, together with your invoice indicating that
the shipment has been made.
The items are to go forward as follows:
25 pair to J. F. Schairer, 214 East Thornapple Street, Chevy Chase 15, Maryland.
14 pair to John W. Clark, c/o S. D. Warren and Company, Westbrook, Maine.
6 pair to Roy P. Fairfield, 23 Russell Hall, Bates College, Lewiston, Maine.
6 pair to Myron H. Avery, c/o Chairback Mountain Camps, Brownville Junction, Me.
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4 pair to Myron H. Avery, Lubec, Maine.
4 pair to Harry Davis, Monson, Maine.
6 pair to Harold J. Dyer, Sherman, Maine.
1 pair to Myron H. Avery, c/o Haynes’ Buck Horn Camps, Norcross, Maine.
The handles for The Appalachian Trail Conference are those which are to go to J. F. Schairer
(mentioned above).
We will very much appreciate your attention to this order.
cc: to Mr. Woolman, Mr. Clark, Mr. Fairfield
September 19, 1949. Myron Avery MEMORANDUM FOR DR. J. FRANK SCHAIRER
To reduce storage problems and anticipate 1950 needs, I suggest that you send out at this time
paint and shears. We have made arrangements with Disston to obtain stronger handles for the
shears and I am writing Disston, under separate cover, to have handles sent to various localities
with the expectation that during the winter the new handles will be substituted or kept in stock to
minimize problems of breakage.
The paint distribution will be as follows:
2 cartons white (12 quarts each) to John W. Clark, c/o S. D. Warren and Company,
Westbrook, Maine.
4 quarts blue (to same address).
1 carton white (12 quarts) to Roy P. Fairfield, 23 Russell House, Bates College, Lewiston,
Maine.
1 carton white (12 quarts) to Myron H. Avery, c/o F. H. Schoppe, Nahmakanta Lake Camps,
Millinocket, Maine.
1 carton white (12 quarts) to Myron H, Avery, c/o Moxie Pond Camps, The Forks, Maine.
1 carton white (12 quarts) to Fred M. Chadwick, First West Branch Pond Camps, Kokadjo,
Maine.
4 quarts blue (to same address).
Pruning Shears:

*****
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1 box (six) new type shears (belonging to Maine Appalachian Trail Club) to John W. Clark (at
address given above).
1 box (six) new type shears (Box No. 1, Appalachian Trail Conference) to John W. Clark (at
address given above).
All these should be sent express prepaid and vouchers submitted to the Conference in the regular
course.
Extra Handles:
This is for information only and requires no activity. I am ordering 25 pairs of handles to come
to The Appalachian Trail Conference. I am ordering fourteen pairs to go to Mr. Clark so that he
can replace handles for each pair of shears, if he desires. I have ordered six sets of handles sent
to Mr. Fairfield for the same purpose. I am sending four pairs of handles to myself at Lubec
where I have a cache of four of the new type of shears which can be sent out as required. I am
sending six sets to Perham's, where we have a box of six shears. Four sets of handles are being
sent to Harry Davis at Monson, where there are four new type shears. Six sets go to Harold J.
Dyer, Supervisor of Katahdin State Park, at Sherman, Maine. One pair of handles is to be sent to
me at Haynes’ Buck Horn Camps, Norcross, Maine.
The purpose of this wholesale distribution is to eliminate problems caused by breakage of
individual handles.
cc: Mr. Clark, Mr. Fairfield
September 19, 1949. Myron Avery to C. S. McCarty, Shenandoah Publishing House,
Strasburg, Virginia.
Dear Mr. McCarty:
I am writing in connection with the manuscript for the Appalachian Trail publication, "Plans for
an Appalachian Trail Lean-to", which we sent you some time ago. I wish you would substitute
the material on the attached sheet for what appears in the manuscript under "Georgia” at the very
end of the publication.
Miss Stephenson has returned to Washington and has located the cuts for this publication, which
will be sent forward to you very shortly.
I shall appreciate your acknowledging the receipt of this material. Our urgency now--which is
increasing to a very marked degree, is for copies of the printed publication, "Suggestions".
Enclosure: Substitute manuscript for Georgia.
(Dictated by Mr. Avery but forwarded without being read in order to avoid any delay.)
cc: Miss Jean Stephenson
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September 19, 1949. C. A. Norman, 527 Laird Blvd., Montreal, Quebec, Canada, to The
Appalachian Trail Conference.
Sir:
Following is some information that you may wish to know.
Following the Trail from Maine Highway 5 (Andover-South Arm road) southbound for .25 mile,
we arrive at the bridge over Black Brook; half of this bridge has collapsed, directly over water.
Passage would be difficult, very difficult for anyone with a pack. The portion remaining upright
is quite springy and feels to be in only fair condition. Anyone attempting to clamber across
would be sure to receive cuts and abrasions, if they slipped.
Regarding the trail leading to Moose Cave, .5 mile south of the Appalachian Trail in Maine on
highway 26: Here we find an exceedingly dangerous situation. This path leads over a precipice
over 200 feet high. A person walking here comes within inches of this drop and at one yard-long
point on a slight curve, there is no protection whatsoever. A hiker walking fast here who might
turn to say something to a friend at this point, could easily slip over the edge and be dashed to
a—frankly--horrible death 200 feet below on rocks. I strongly recommend that a warning in
italics be given to members. (The rest of the edge is partially protected by trees, but these grow
on the very edge and could fall over in time). I also suggest that the A. T. C. ask the proper
authorities to re-route this path or at least put up a fence and warning signs.
I was in a hurry on this path yesterday and came within inches before fully realizing the situation.
I frankly regard this as one of the most dangerous situations that I have been in many years.
Finally, about the Second Supplement to the Guide for New England--I believe that this book
was loaned for a time. It contains more information than anticipated, consequently, I would like
to know if you are in a hurry to have it returned or may I keep it for a few weeks?
I trust that this information has been useful to the A. T. C.
cc: Clark, Attwood, Fairfield, Sawyer, Miss Stephenson
September 19, 1949. Myron Avery to Forest Commissioner A. D. Nutting, Augusta, Maine.
Dear Mr. Nutting:
I am very much obliged to you for your earlier letter of September 15th, which I found on my
return to Washington yesterday. As I was in Portland over the week end, I tried without success
to reach you by telephone thinking it might advance matters to have the opportunity to discuss
the situation.
We are very much indebted to you for the expression of your willingness to assist us in obtaining
the restoration of the Bridge. The Supervisors are, of course, best able to evaluate the importance
of the Bridge in the existing fire situation. That, as I recall, was its justification as a CCC project.

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine – 1949 – Compiled by David Field – Page

271

I am greatly concerned over the possibility of increased damage, which has been the subject of
my past two letters, particularly if matters remain the same through the winter. We are
handicapped by not having anyone see the Bridge who can indicate what the most feasible
method of repair would be. It would seem good judgment, irrespective of how the matter is
finally handled, to take any steps possible to prevent increased damage. Could the crew building
the lean-tos at Roaring Brook be used for temporary repair? Perhaps you know that the Great
Northern has two very excellent canvass-type camps at the Bridge which are used for log driving
and that these camps were hauled in by tractor road along the north bank.
We are experiencing quite a flood of mail on the subject of the Cable Bridge. I am beginning to
think that many of these people think that I am at fault for not having personally effected the
repairs. I try to tell them that this structure is owned by the State of Maine and there are problems
incident to working on someone else’s property—even if we had the non-available labor and
other facilities.
We have spent on our trail crews a sum larger than that turned over to the Forest Service for
work on Bigelow and Moxie, so we are scraping the bottom of the Maine Appalachian Trail
Club’s treasury. I had hoped that we could devote funds to other essential projects but, if the
matter resolves itself to one of finances, I suppose I could take my hat in hand and go to
organizations in the Trail Conference to see if we could raise funds for repair. I mention this if
labor and material can be found and money is the last hurdle.
Did you ever develop any information through Supervisor C. L. Graham as to the cost of a cable
car installation?
I note that the Council has approved the additional appropriation for the work on Moxie Bald.
Our treasurer is sending forward directly to you the check for $75.00. The situation was a little
indefinite and I had left it with Supervisor Hutton that the Service would advise us if the matter
developed so that the program was carried through. I mention this so that you will not have any
impression that we have been delinquent in the way of making the remittance.
I hope very much that the Governor will yield to your persuasion and conclude that the State’s
interest warrants repair of the structure. As soon as this problem is disposed of, we will
undertake our campaign to publicize the re-opened condition of the Trail in Maine. With the
exception of some half dozen miles, which we will get early next spring, the entire 266 miles
were covered by work crews during 1949.
We shall await, with greatest interest, word as to what you are able to accomplish and I trust that
the Governor will be able to consider the points set out in detail in my first letter on the matter.
cc: Mr. Robert G. Hutton, Miss Park, Miss Stephenson, Mr. John W. Clark
September 19, 1949. Myron Avery to Warren Ricker, Troutdale Camps, Moxie Pond, The
Forks, Maine.
Dear Mr. Ricker:
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I was glad to have your note about what you observed in connection with the beaver flowages.
I told Hal about the bear which you shot and he wanted to know why you could not have gone
hunting the day he was there. We saw a few moose (from the air) after we left your Camps.
Mr. Hutton has written me that he has started a trail crew on Moxie and that they were to clear
thoroughly and cut the logs. The Forest Service telephone line from the tower to Blanchard is to
be restrung. I would appreciate very much knowing what kind of a job you think they do if you
see the locality before either Mr. Clark or I get there. There is a chance that we can get up over a
week end to paint from the Camps to Moxie Bald lean-to this fall. If not, we will have to do it
early in the spring.
Having heard no word, I assume that our cache of paint and tools was not located in the Rohr
cottage but went the way of a lot of other things in the neighborhood. We have obtained a supply
of paint and, in order to have some on hand, I am sending, express prepaid, a carton of 12 quarts
of white paint to myself in your care. I am enclosing a post card so that you can let me know of
its safe arrival. The express charges are to be prepaid but if there is any express bill, let me know.
I have had no further word from the Inland Fisheries and Game Department since they
acknowledged my letter about the beaver situation and said that the local warden would
investigate.
In case we don't see you again this fall, I hope you will have good hunting and we will certainly
appreciate your keeping us posted of any developments.
cc: Mr. John W. Clark
September 19, 1949. Myron Avery to F. H. Schoppe, Nahmakanta Lake Camps,
Millinocket, Maine.
Dear Mr. Schoppe:
As I think I wrote you, we are checking with the Jewel Paint and Varnish Company about the
twelve quarts of paint which we shipped in 1947. I am enclosing a copy of the letter which I have
received from the Paint and Varnish Company.
In order to have some paint available, I am sending to you another carton of twelve quarts. I am
enclosing a post card so that you can let me know of its arrival. I hope we will not have any mixup this time. We shall certainly check to make sure it gets in.
It is still hot down here and I wish that I were back watching that full moon on Nahmakanta Lake.
Enclosures: Copy ltr. from Jewel Paint & Varnish Co., Post Card
September 19, 1949. Marion Park to A. D. Nutting, Forest Commisioner, Augusta, Maine.
Dear Mr. Nutting:
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Mr. Avery had told me, on his return from Maine, that it was expected that the funds sent to the
Forest Service for trail work in Maine would be increased by $75.00 because of the unexpected
amount of labor which would be required on the west side of Moxie Bald Mountain. He now
tells me that the matter has become liquidated through the order of the Council to accept the
amount of $75.00 and that it is now in order to remit that amount.
Accordingly, I am enclosing check of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club, payable to the order of
the Maine Forest Service, in the amount of $75.00. No acknowledgment of the check will be
required.
All of us know the most difficult problems which the Forest Service encountered this year, due
to the fire situation, and we are most grateful to the Forest Service for being able to carry through
this program. As soon as we can solve the problem of crossing the Nesowadnehunk Cable Bridge,
we shall proceed to advertise the Trail in Maine very extensively.
Miss Stephenson and Miss Giller, of our organization, have just returned from a trip to the Maine
Woods where they repainted The Appalachian Trail between White Cap and Joe Mary Lake.
They have reported a very pleasant experience.
September 19, 1949. Marion Park to Richard Finley and Milton Anderson, Monson, Maine.
Dear Mr. Finley and Mr. Anderson:
Mr. Avery has handed me your letter of September 14th.
According to my records, you have sent in the following bills:
Week of August 14:
August 15
August 16
August 17
August 19
August 20

8 hours
8 hours
8 hours
8 hours
8 hours

40 hours

Week of August 21:
August 23
8 hours
August 26
8 hours
August 27
8 hours

24 hours

Week of September 5:
September 9 8 hours
September 10 8 hours
September 11 8 hours

24 hours

88 hours.

Eighty-eight hours at 60 cents an hour -- $52.80
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Check for $52.80 is enclosed herewith for each of you. According to my understanding, this
finishes up the year’s work.
Enclosures: Checks for $52.80 each.
September 19, 1949. Myron Avery to Mr. & Mrs. Earl W. Perham, Mountain View Camps
[sic], Long Pond, Brownville, Maine.
Dear Mr. & Mrs. Perham:
I am writing to say that I am having sent to myself in your care, probably by parcel post, some
handles for pruning shears. These are being sent by the Disston Company of Philadelphia. You
remember that they sent in a wooden box which had six pruning shears, The handles on these
shears are very light and the package contains stronger handles which will stand up under much
more work. If they come by express, it will be express prepaid but, if there is any slip on this,
please let me know of any charges. I will appreciate your sending the enclosed post card to me
when the handles arrive.
Our plans for getting all the trail work in Maine did not quite work out as we expected and, as a
result, the section from your Camps to the Raytown Town Line was not worked over. The trail
crew did not get that far and, expecting that they would cover it, we did our own work elsewhere.
Miss Stephenson and Miss Giller repainted from White Cap to Antlers Camps. As you know, the
Nesowadnehunk Cable Bridge is partly down and, as soon as we can get it repaired, we are
planning to publicize the reopening of the Trail in Maine and to stimulate trail travel which we
have not wanted to do while matters were in their present state.
I wrote you as to what was done between the Raytown Town Lina and Moxie Bald by the boys
working out of Monson. If you have any information as to how the trail is from the Camps to the
Raytown Town Line we would like very much to know. I wish we could have gotten that work
done so that we would not have the problem of getting it oat of the way next year but when the
trail crew did not get to it there just did not seem anyone that we could hire.
September 19, 1949. George H. Winter, St. Regis Paper Co., Bucksport, Maine, to Myron
Avery.
Dear Myron:
I have shown all the roads that I know of on the enclosed maps that you sent for that purpose.
Some of them have not been used much for several years and are probably rough and should be
traveled with caution.
It is hoped they will be of interest to you, and if you ever have occasion to use them that they
will still be useable
encls. 2
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September 19, 1949.
MAINE APPALACHIAN TRAIL CLUB, INCL
Summary of Finances
Printing Map No. 4 – 2,000 copies…………………………………….$195.00
Cost of Three proofs…………………………………………………… 12.00
1950 Supplement………………………………………………………
Re-issuing of Katahdin Reprint……………………………………….
Katahdin Map………………………………………………………….
*****
Cash on Hand September 19, 1949
Cash in M.A.T.C. checking account………………………….$ 87.05
Walter D. Greene Memorial Fund…………………………… 32.24
*****
M.A.T.C. Bonds:
Amount
$500
$500

Series
F
G

Number
D 446010 F
D 1,390,837 G

Date
March, 1944
June, 1944

September 19, 1949. A. E. Blank, for JEWEL PAINT & VARNISH CO., to Myron Avery.
Dear Mr. Avery:
We were successful in obtaining a copy of the freight receipt for the carton of 12 quarts Trail
Marking Paint shipped Nov. 6, 1947, c/o Nahmakanta Lake Camp, Millinocket, Maine.
According to this copy, Mrs. W. T. Thorndike signed for the Paint Nov. 15, 1947.
The freight receipt is enclosed and we hope this information will be of some assistance in tracing
the paint at the camp.
{Mr. Schoppe: Who is Mrs. Thorndike? If you know her, can you ask what she did with the paint.
M. H. Avery.}
{Send receipt to Mr. Schoppe.}
September 20, 1949. Myron Avery to Bronson W. Griscom.
Dear Mr. Griscom:
1 have sent to you a notice of the informal session to be held on October 30th. I did not think that
yon would still be in Maine and have an opportunity to attend but I wanted you to know of the
activity.
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It has been my practice to meet with Board Members in the New York area from time to time
and the enclosed memorandum indicates the plans for the next session. If the situation is one
where you could, without undue inconvenience, join us in New York, we would be most happy
to have you in attendance. It would perhaps afford you an opportunity to become better
acquainted with activities other than in the Maine area.
I am anxious, indeed, to have the opportunity to see you and talk over matters of mutual interest.
We could arrange for dinner prior to the meeting. If, however, that is inconvenient, is your
situation such that we could meet for lunch on the 28th?
If this arrangement is indefinite, I will make a further effort in my next visit to New York.
(Dictated by Mr. Avery but transcribed and forwarded in his absence in order to avoid delay.)
September 21, 1949,
September 20, 1949. Myron Avery TO THE BOARD MEMBERS OF THE MAINE
APPALACHIAN TRAIL CLUB:
I refer to my note of 13 September 1949, suggesting that those of us interested in the Trail in
western Maine might find it convenient to get together on Sunday, October 30th. I have been in
touch with Mr. Clark and, in view of the fact that the majority of those who could be present are
in Lewiston, we suggest Sunday afternoon, after lunch.
I have received word from Stanley Attwood of his availability Sunday afternoon, October 30th.
Mr. Attwood states that he can provide a meeting place, if desired. I would suggest the time of
1:30 p.m., after lunch, at such place as Mr. Attwood and the Bates representatives agree upon. Of
course, as many members of the Bates Outing Club and the Maine Alpine Club as desire to
attend will be welcome.
By that time, I hope we will have final word as to what the State will do in the way of repairing
the Cable Bridge. I will also be in a position to report in detail the trail situation; apparently all
but ten miles have been worked over in 1949. I am sending this suggestion forward with the
thought that it will advance matters.
Prof. Roy P. Fairfield
{Mr. Reeves writes that he can attend a session at the indicated time.}
September 20, 1949. Harold Dyer, Baxter State Park, to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Myron,
I have your letter in regards to Oct. 7-8th for going in to Trout Brook. I think I can make this
date O.K. I would be in a better position to positively verify this in about one week. I will send
you a wire not later than the 28th.
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Somehow one of the logs holding the cover to the bronze cylinder on the summit of Katahdin has
been broken and consequently the cover cannot be screwed onto the cylinder. We have the cover
and I shall have the cylinder brought down for repairs. It isn’t quite clear in my mind just what
has broken.
September 21, 1949. Myron Avery to Bronson W. Griscom.
Dear Mr. Griscom:
After writing my letter of September 20th, I received your letter of September 18th. I have read
this through several times in order to absorb all the points of information which you have
furnished. I feel quite current with developments in the locality.
I envy you your further visit in October. I had thought you would be in New York but if you are
in Maine and have the opportunity I hope you will join us on October 30th.
You have certainly cared for your section of Trail in a most thorough manner. I can fully
appreciate the difficulties under which the work was performed for we encountered some of
them in the use of the crews elsewhere.
I note with much interest what you say as to the possibilities of the road into Redington Pond
from Rangeley being closed. This would, indeed, make the Sugarloaf-Spaulding section the most
extensive wilderness traveled in Maine. It might reduce the number of trail users but would
stamp the section as one requiring much effort and with a feeling of wilderness travel.
I will be much interested to know how your trail goes up to Mt. Abraham.
Your letter contains much data which I think would be most helpful to pass on to the officers of
the Maine Appalachian Trail Club and those maintaining Trail in western Maine. Would you be
good enough to indicate to me whether I might circulate copies, or indicate the portions which
you would prefer deleted? This would be much easier than attempting to paraphrase the very
essential information therein contained.
In order that you may have the letter at an earlier moment, I have asked my secretary to mail it as
soon as it is transcribed.
I am pleased to know that if the arrangements for meeting at New York do not materialize, there
is still a possibility of meeting in Maine in late October.
Again expressing my appreciation of your thoughtfulness in furnishing so much helpful
information,
September 21, 1949. George B. Utter, Westerly, Rhode Island, to Myron Avery.
Dear Mr. Avery:
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I was with the A.M.C. August Camp at Stratton, Maine, and during that time the party covered
many miles of the Appalachian Trail.
On August 16, we climbed The Horns in Bigelow Mountain at a lake below the 3831 bench mark.
At the shelter we found your records of 1945, and the registration book which you started at that
time. It was in the cylinder which you had installed, and it so happened that one of our party was
the 100th person to sign the register. No doubt many others have passed through without signing,
for the paths were well worn and cleared.
Miss Margaret Van Wagenan of Framingham, Mass, was the 100th person to register. Others in
the party were T. L. Sanderson of Wayland. Mass., leader, Curtis Womella, Bridgeport, Conn.,
Harriet Partridge, Lawrence, Mass., Elmer Sebert, Boston, Francis Kendall, Belmont, Mass., and
myself, George S. Utter, of Westerly.
I made a few notes as regards the first and last signatures in the several years. In 1945 there were
15 who covered the trail. The first signature was on Sept. 4th when your party was there, and the
last was on Sept. 5th. In 1946 there were 26. The first signature was June 2 and the last October
5. In 1947 there were 43, the first July 7 and the last October 10. In 1948 there were 76, the first
being June 20 and the last Sept. 5. The first signature this year, 1949, was July 4 and our party
made the number an even 100.
The notation which you left Sept 4, 1945 was signed "Commander M. H. Avery, U. S. Navy
Reserve, Lubec, Maine; Jean Stephenson, Harris Shettel, and Bill Richardson, Washington, D.C.;
Charles C. Pryor, Mt. Rainier, Md.; Ambrose H. Stang, Washington; Seymour Smith, Waterbury,
Conn.; Betty Samson, Tacoma Park, Md.; Nellie Scheidner, Baltimore, Md.; Betty Beal, Phillips,
Me.”
Your notation at that time also said "spent the night at Bigelow, Col. and installed this cylinder,
and examined the A.M. [sic] trail from Moxie Bald Mt. lean-to to East Carry Road."
There is another notation dated 9/9/45, which spoke of Maine Appalachian Trail clearing, party
consisting of Kenneth Viles, Portland, Me., Clayton Crawford, Falmouth, Me., Rodney P. Jones,
Portland, and Earl W. Viles, Portland.
Copied to Roy P. Fairfield
September 21, 1949. Seymour Smith, Watertown, Conn., to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Myron:
The enclosed is the net result of my scribblings during our recent Maine trip. It is not a polished
document but serves as personal record to which I often read back upon with much pleasure.
And the trip this summer surely was one of the best. I agreed to send you a copy so here it is,
very tardy tho. With all the goings on in the Smith household did not find time to get it to-gether
earlier.
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The Mr. & Mrs. Robert Smiths are somewhere in the White Mt. region so our house is gradually
approaching normal routine. We have been having beautiful early fall weather so I imagine you
are thinking of the back country of Katahdin and the trip with Hal Dyer. Hope you make it.
I will soon get in some work on my ideas for proposed maps for the N.E. Guide.
Occasionally see “Norm” Wickstrand so will have opportunity to do some explaining sometime.
Still hope you will make a Connecticut trip this Fall. The Smiths are planning on it. And no
special lengthy advance reservation is required, better make it a long week end.
September 22, 1949. J. F. Schairer, CARNEGIE INSTITUTION OF WASHINGTON
Geophysical Laboratory, 2801 UPTON STREET, WASHINGTON 8. D. C. to Roy Fairfield.
Dear Roy:
Just a note to say that at Myron H. Avery’s request I sent to you today by express prepaid, one
carton (12 qts.) of white paint for use on the Appalachian Trail in Maine.
Best of luck to you and the gang in Maine.
September 22, 1949. Packing Slip from Henry Disston & Sons, Inc., to John W. Clark.
28 special handles for Appalachian Trail #4 lopping shears
56 bolts for above
112 clips for above
112 nuts for above
Same to Myron Avery c/o Haynes’ Buck Horn Camps
2 special handles for Appalachian Trail #4 lopping shears
4 bolts for above
8 clips for above
8 nuts for above
Same to Harry Davis, Monson, Maine
8 special handles for Appalachian Trail #4 lopping shears
16 bolts for above
32 clips for above
32 nuts for above
Same to Myron Avery, Lubec, Maine
8 special handles for Appalachian Trail #4 lopping shears
16 bolts for above
32 clips for above
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32 nuts for above
Same to Myron Avery, c/o Chairback Mountain Camps, Brownville Junction, Maine
12 special handles for Appalachian Trail #4 lopping shears
24bolts for above
48clips for above
48 nuts for above
Same to Harold Dyer, Sherman, Maine
12 special handles for Appalachian Trail #4 lopping shears
24bolts for above
48clips for above
48 nuts for above
September 22, 1949. George S. Fuller, Bingham, Dana & Gould, 1 Federal Street, Boston
10, Mass., to Myron Avery.
Dear Captain Avery:
I was very sorry to have missed seeing you when you called in at the office here on September
16th. I was enjoying myself to the full at Haymock Lake.
This was the first year for several years that the water in the lake was cool enough to bring the
trout down where they would take the fly. We arrived at the lake on September 5th and were
there until the 18th. The fishing was very good right from the first day.
We stopped over night going in and going out with Jim Clarkson at Lock Dam. The water in
Chamberlain was low and the water in Eagle was still lower, and the water in Chesuncook when
we came out was down about 25 feet and still dropping at the rate of five or six inches a day, as
they were drawing off the lake for the Great Northern’s mills at Millinocket.
Hoping the next time you come to Boston you will find an opportunity to come in and go to
lunch with me, I remain…
September 23, 1949. Stanley B. Attwood to Myron Avery.
Dear Myron:
I have checked with Fairfield, Bates Outing Club head, and he says Sawyer will attend meeting,
and both are agreeable to holding the meeting at the Auburn Public Library at 1:30 P.M. on
Sunday, Oct. 30.
Also have checked with my fellow library trustees and have arranged with Janitor to make sure
everything, including heat, is O.K.
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Plenty of room for all. Also will be room to display MAC photos at which those attending may
look or not, as they desire.
The meeting will not be advertised, as to place, because it might lead to other requests for the
library. MAC members will be notified by letter.
I hope you will still be in a congenial mood after the Bates-Bowdoin game.
September 23, 1949. Myron Avery to George H. Winter, Woodlands Department, St. Regis
Paper Company, Bucksport, Maine
Dear George:
You letter of September 19th with the maps duly arrived. I am most appreciative of your pains in
plotting all the roads. There are many more than I suspected. I was greatly interested to see that
the road toward Third Machias Lake went to Farm Cove. The firewarden thought that it went to
Mutton Cove at the south end of the Lake and I was very much mystified. I expect to put the
maps to good use next summer and to cover some of these roads.
If there is any report of resuming operations on the Barren-Chairback Range, I assume you will
let me know. Otherwise, we will hope that that area will rest quietly.
September 23, 1949. Myron Avery to Secretary of State, Augusta, Maine.
Dear Sit:
I am writing to your office in order to ascertain where and how I may procure a copy of the
statutes enacted at the 1949-50 session of the Maine Legislature. It may be that the material has
not yet been printed.
I wish particularly to obtain the volume of the laws enacted in order that there may be
incorporated into the “Guide to the Appalachian Trail in Maine” the legislation passed recently
relating to Baxter Park. I shall very much appreciate your advices as to how to proceed in the
matter.
September 26, 1949. Myron Avery to C. S. McCarty, Shenandoah Publishing House,
Strasburg, Virginia.
Dear Mr. McCarty:
I refer to previous correspondence in which I said that eventually we would have to have a
reprinting of our Publication No. 5, "The Appalachian Trail”. You have retained the type and the
cuts as you wrote me. I enclose the revised manuscript. The major changes are on the first page
which has the statistics on the length of the Trail. I realize this is somewhat difficult composition.
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The other changes are in the list of trail-maintaining organizations. We have struck out some
items so that I think all the material can be fitted in to the existing number of pages.
The third set of changes relates to the bibliography. There are some additional items. We had
hoped that it might be possible to squeeze up the existing material with the space left on the last
page so that no more signatures might be required.
We shall want 5,000 of this publication and, of course, will need proof.
This has the lowest priority of all our items.
I will appreciate your acknowledging the receipt of the manuscript so that we may have no
further concern on that score.
cc: Miss Jean Stephenson; Miss Marion Park; Miss Sadye Giller
September 26, 1949. Bronson W. Griscom to Myron Avery.
Dear Mr. Avery:
Thank you for your letter of September 21. I have no objection to your using excerpts from my
letter of September 15. However, there are obviously some portions that should be deleted and I
know that you will use good judgment in this respect. I have in mind particularly the second
paragraph on page 2 in which I deal with my negotiations with the Kennebec Paper Company.
I believe it advisable not to say too much about this at present and certainly we do not wish to
disseminate information to the effect that my wife saw Mr. Bancker and tried to "butter him up."
This could conceivably get back to the Kennebec people and make them rather irritated.
I am also not too keen on having it generally known that I used paid workers on my section of
the Trail.
I really believe upon thinking it over that you could paraphrase this letter a bit and just state that
the Trail is now in excellent shape and then use whatever you wish from the following
paragraphs: last paragraph on first page, first, third, fourth and fifth paragraphs on second page
and anything you wish from the third page.
With regard to my October visit, I am afraid it is going to be either the week beginning the tenth
or the following week, which would not permit my joining you on October 30. However, I shall
be with you in spirit, and if by any chance you are going to be up earlier, please let me know, as
suggested.
September 27, 1949. Myron Avery to C. S. McCarty, Shenandoah Publishing House,
Strasburg, Virginia. PERSONAL
Dear Mr. McCarty:
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I know you will not think we are unappreciative of your efforts to assist us in dealing with our
problems of supplying Appalachian Trail literature when I make inquiry with respect to the
advance delivery of a few hundred copies of our 5,000-copy order of "Suggestions". The orders
are piling up to a discouraging degree. We had hoped that at least 200 copies would be available
last week. Perhaps they have been sent.
We returned to you the corrected proof on "Letter to Inquirers". We do need the proof on the post
card which will accompany this item. I wrote you asking that there be inserted "(do not send
stamps)" after the reference to the amount of money to be remitted in the post card item.
Miss Stephenson is writing you but she is experiencing difficulty in locating the cuts for the
Lean-to publication. Fortunately, it is not a pressing problem. We have sent you the manuscript
for Publication No. 5, "The Appalachian Trail” but that has the lowest priority.
Now, I wish to ask that you help us by doing something which may come a little difficult in view
of the very courteous and considerate communications which we receive from you. Our
Treasurer is a New York banker, who is very much impressed by the so-called "trade rule” that
bills are not to be paid until at least two months after being rendered. It has always been our
practice to have your account paid as quickly as possible. When we have been obliged to deal
with the matter on installments, you have never pressed us. We are somewhat disturbed over the
delay in dealing with some of your items which is unnecessary since the Conference is fully in
funds. We wish to convey to our Treasurer that the so-called trade practice is not a part of our
arrangements. Will you, therefore, write to me (with three copies on your letter-head) a rather
abrupt letter, calling attention to the increasing delay in making payments of your items and say
that our arrangements for paying do not contemplate delay on the ground of the so-called trade
practice and that, if we have funds, you expect the accounts to be promptly cared for; if we are
unable to pay, then the matter will receive your consideration. I believe a rather pre-emptory note
along this order, addressed to me, will be conducive in simplifying accounting work and making
it easier for all of us. This letter can be directed solely to the matter of the delay in making
remittances.
(Dictated by Mr. Avery but transcribed and forwarded without being checked in order to avoid
delay.)
CC:

Miss

Jean

Stephenson, Miss Marion Park, Miss Sadye Giller

September 27, 1949. Myron Avery to Stanley B. Attwood, Box 165, Lewiston, Maine.
Dear Stan:
Thank you for your note of September 23rd.
I appreciate very much your taking the action to find a place for the meeting of our M.A.T.C.
people. To conclude the matter, I am sending out the notice. We will be guided by what you say
about not publicizing the notice of the meeting.
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1 hope you will bring along the M.A.C. photos. Miss Stephenson plans to be in Massachusetts
and Maine in the late fall and intends to come to Lewiston to see you to discuss exhibits and
publicity items.
When you reach the venerable number of years which I enjoy you will not be too much disturbed
as to whether Bates or Bowdoin accumulate the greatest number of points.
I was delighted, indeed, when Frank Schairer called me and told me that you had consented to
serve as Secretary of the Maine A. T. C. We are planning to have the letter with respect to the
nominations, with the Treasurer’s reports, the report of the Overseer of Trails, etc., in the mail
before our October 30th meeting. It will serve to keep everyone fully advised.
Assuming that there will be no "grass-roots” rebellion and you become Secretary, it is our plan to
see that you have a complete set of A. T. literature for ready reference. We will also supply you
with the envelope which contains the literature sent out in answer to inquiries, although, as we
wrote, we expect all these inquiries to be sent to Trail Conference Headquarters and dealt with
there. There may be infrequent instances where you would want to have something to hand out
to an inquirer and this will meet the need.
I am looking forward to October the 30th.
cc: Miss Marion Park, Miss Jean Stephenson, John W. Clark
P.S. We shall also arrange to have new stationery printed and sent to the officers as soon as the
election returns become official.
September 27, 1949. Myron Avery MEMORANDUM TO MEMBERS OF THE M.A.T.C.
This will supplement my memorandum with respect to the proposed meeting on October 30th.
Stanley Attwood has just sent me the following note:
"I have checked with Fairfield, Bates Outing Club head, and he says Sawyer will attend meeting,
and both are agreeable to holding the meeting at the Auburn Public Library at 1:30 P.M. on
Sunday, October 30th.
"Also have checked with my fellow library trustees and have arranged with janitor to make sure
everything, including heat, is O.K. Plenty of room for all. Also will be room to display MAC
photos at which those attending may look or not, as they desire.
"The meeting will not be advertised, as to place, because it might lead to other requests for the
library. MAC members will be notified by letter.
"I hope you will still be in a congenial mood after the Bates-Bowdoin game."

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine – 1949 – Compiled by David Field – Page

285

This concludes the arrangements and we will consider the matter as set for 1:30 p.m., October
the 30th, at the Auburn Public Library. There will be no further notice or reminder. I have
suggested that anyone interested in the A. T. in Maine be invited to attend. The session is merely
an informal get-together. Reports indicate that all maintainers of the Trail in western Maine, with
the exception of Mr. Griscom, will be in attendance.
Copied to Roy P. Fairfield, Miss Jean Stephenson, Stanley B. Attwood, Wm. H. Sawyer, John W.
Clark, Bronson W. Griscom, Lawson Reeves, Helon Taylor, Elmer A. Shaw, J. Frank Schairer
September 27. Memorandum for Miss Marion Park:
This will confirm that you will bear in mind to see that a supply of postage sent in advance to the
Treasurer and Overseer of Trails, etc., who will have correspondence and they will not be
obliged to submit requests for reimbursement. M.H.A.
September 27, 1949. Myron Avery to Bronson W. Griscom.
Dear Mr. Griscom:
Thank you for your most prompt reply of September 26th to my inquiry.
1 had appreciated, of course, that the reference to the personal contact with the Superintendent of
the Kennebec Lumber Company should be deleted. We find that it keeps up interest and is most
helpful to disseminate information as to the activities of trail maintainers. I suppose that it is my
situation of being very much driven with all this work which makes more desirable the practice
of using copies rather than dictating a paraphrase. On further considering the matter, I think that
probably the preferable method of treatment would be to summarize your letter orally when we
have our meeting on October 30th.
I was obliged to defer my visit to New York on September 28th. Your letter did not refer to my
suggestion of lunch or dinner on the 28th but I trust that no inconvenience has resulted from
reserving this date.
There is an excellent probability that I will be in Maine the week commencing October 7.
To save time in replying, I am asking my secretary to send this letter out after it has been
transcribed.
P. S, The mystery of the missing letter has been solved since I dictated this. The envelope was
erroneously addressed to G1en Cove, Maine. When I returned to the office it was sent to you to
Phillips, Maine. Probably you will not receive it for some time.
September 27, 1949. Myron Avery to George B. Utter, The Westerly Sun, Westerly, Rhode
Island.
Dear Mr. Utter:
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Your letter of September 21st brings back to mind very pleasant contacts with you particularly at
sessions of the New England Trail Conference where I have listened to your report of
developments in Rhode Island.
My plan to see some of the Rhode Island trail system has yielded to the pressure of Appalachian
Trail activities. One of these days I shall be serving notice on you and shall drop off in Rhode
Island to give myself the pleasure of seeing the trail and observing your system.
1 have taken the liberty of making copies of your statistical report on the Bigelow Mountain
register and have distributed it to the trail maintainers in western Maine. The editor of Trailway
News will find the statistics of interest. We think it indicates quite considerable travel that one
hundred people should he on Mt. Bigelow in the course of four years.
We shall face next year a rather considerable task in relocating the Trail at the Ledge House by
reason of the Dead River Dam flowage. I rather gather that the A.M.C. Trail trips must have
been primarily devoted to the Appalachian Trail in western Maine although we did not receive
any advance intimation of the plans of the camp.
I shall look forward to seeing you again one of these days in the near future.
cc: Mr. Seymour R. Smith
P.S. By reason of your visits to the Maine woods, it may be of interest to you to have some notes
which I compiled on The Traveler. A copy is going forward to you under separate cover.
September 28, 1949. A. D. Nutting, Forest Commissioner, Augusta, Maine, to Myron Avery.
Dear Mr. Avery:
This is to follow-up on our correspondence concerning the bridge at Sourdnahunk Falls over the
West Branch.
I discussed the matter with the Governor yesterday morning. The decision was reached to ask
Lucius Barrows. Chief Engineer for the State Highway Commission, to have a bridge engineer
estimate the cost of repairing the bridge. He is going to do this in conjunction with Supervisor
Robert E. Pendleton, of Island Falls. I think they will make an estimate quite soon. The Governor
said after the estimate is made he will take the matter before the Council.
As I have written before, our Supervisors and Harold Dyer seem to believe that the bridge has
comparatively little value for fire protection.
I do not know whether the crews working at Roaring Brook could be used for a temporary repair
proposition or not.
Thanks for having the check for $75.00 sent. I believe the job has been completed on the Trail on
Moxie Bald.
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Supervisor C. L. Graham, of the White Mountain National Forest, gave a discouraging report on
cable cars. He said they had used them in the past but had given them up due to the fact that it
was impossible to keep the ropes and other things in repair. He could not give me any estimate
on the cost.
{Clark, Dyer, Murray H. Stevens, Stephenson, Park, Seymour Smith}
September 29, 1949. Myron Avery to Charles C. Pryor, Mt. Rainier, Maryland
Dear Charlie:
The enclosed copy of letter to Lawson Reeves, a very active member of the Maine Appalachian
Trail Club, will be apparent. Reeves wrote that he had an opportunity to get some sign work
done so I thought it well to take advantage of the opportunity.
I presume that you will have received, by now, the supplements and the new page 37. I suggest
that you make a notation of the changes on your own copy and throw away the old page 37.
When we hear from Reeves, we will know what remains for the 1950 program.
The priority is for the Katahdin signs. I am a little uncertain about how to proceed with the notice
about registration which has to be typed. The last time this was put in a glass frame and efforts
made to make it moisture proof. However, there is bound to be a certain amount of moisture
within the frame and what is in there, with the extreme ranges of temperatures, makes for trouble
in the way of the moisture freezing and thawing. We can take care of the matter of getting the
notice typed up.
Have you any idea as to how we can make it moisture tight and eliminate what caused the
existing sign to fade? If you have any thoughts on the matter, we can talk about it when I next
see you.
cc: Mr. Lawson Reeves, Mr. John W. Clark
(Dictated by Mr. Avery but transcribed and forwarded without being checked to avoid delay.)
September 29, 1949. Myron Avery to Lawson Reeves.
Dear Lawson:
You wrote me some time ago that you would be in a position to make some of the signs for the
Appalachian Trail In Maine. I answered, suggesting that you obtain the boards, paint them, and a
asked if you had the directions with respect to the use of the black paint in putting on the
lettering. It is my recollection that the trail Manual contains these directions.
You will have received in the mail a copy of a substitute sheet No. 37 and the first supplement to
the sign list. Page 37 indicates what we need for next year. I am very anxious to complete the
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sign program for Maine next year. With your assistance and with what Mr. Pryor is able to do,
with the advantage of the winter months and an early start, things should be very well along.
It seems to me that it might be more convenient if you concentrated on the signs required in the
western half of the State. Mr. Pryor is particularly familiar with the Katahdin signs (which have
to be our best) and the situation in eastern Maine.
While we could delay matters until we have our meeting on the 30th of October, I thought it
would move matters along if you would write and tell me what of the required signs on the
revised page 37 you are in a position to undertake. Mr. Pryor could then devote himself to the
remainder of the list.
To avoid any possibility of mistakes, 1 think it would be well to note on your master sign list
where the supplement has made changes. You will, of course, substitute the new page 37 for the
old page 37, which is discarded.
When you write, indicating what signs you can care for, it would be of help if you would send a
copy of your letter to John W. Clark and to Charles C. Pryor, 3306, Shephard Street, Mt. Rainier,
Maryland.
By starting early, I am hoping that we can finish the sign program for Maine in time to put them
all up in 1950. Once we get caught up, the matter of replacement should be comparatively simple
as our loss by vandalism or bear is not too heavy.
(Dictated by Mr. Avery but sent out without being checked to avoid delay.)
cot John W. Clark; Chariot C. Pryor
September 20, 1949. Myron Avery to Stanley B. Attwood.
Dear Stan:
This supplements my letter of 27 September where I said that we would send on as the
opportunity presented itself Appalachian Trail material but we did not want you to draw any
inferences that it meant any undue labor as Secretary of the M.A,T.C. All this is on the
assumption that no rival candidates develop.
We did think that yon should have for reference if desired and as a part of your records, a full set
of the Trail Conference publications. Accordingly, within the next week, we shall make up a
package and send them on to you. We will send new editions as they appear, which you can
substitute for the old.
We will include in the package a number of envelopes with the material which we send out in
answer to inquiries. While I have said that these would be dealt with on the Washington end, it
might be a convenience to have a few on hand,
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We have made up a master set of all the reports and minutes of the M.A.T.C. A duplicate set was
made up and we thought that the proper procedure would be to deposit this with the Secretary.
Accordingly, we have sent to you under separate cover this set of records.
I rather think that I shall be in the country north of Katahdin for a few days after October 7th. I
will see you on the 30th.
To avoid delay, I am arranging for this letter to be sent on as soon as it has been transcribed.
September 29, 1949. Myron Avery to Secretary of State, Augusta, Maine.
Dear Sir:
I wish to obtain a duly certified copy of the Articles of Incorporation of the Maine Appalachian
Trail Club. This organization was incorporated under the laws of the State of Maine as a nonprofit organization.
If you will advise me at the address given below of the amount of the remittance, I will send it
forward for the purpose of obtaining the copy of the Articles of Incorporation.
September 30, 1949. From J. F. Schairer
TO MEMBERS
OF
THE MAINE APPALACHIAN TRAIL CLUB, INC.
This letter is a further communication in connection with the election of officers in the Maine
Appalachian Trail Club,
On May 9, 1949, the Secretary, the Treasurer and the Overseer of Trails sent a letter to all
M.A.T.C, members, outlining certain action which was being taken. Since that time, additional
persons have been elected to membership in the Club.
Further, in addition to the original group of members, who were elected by reason of having
rendered assistance of an outstanding character to the Trail in Maine, a second class of
membership — by an amendment to the Constitution has been created. This class of membership
is designed to permit an increase in the size of the Club and the affiliation of interested persons.
This second class of membership is designated as "Annual Members"; they pay dues of $3.00
annually. The original members are designated as "Maintaining Members"; this is a non-duespaying type of membership.
There is attached hereto a copy of the revised Constitution of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club,
Inc., embodying the action taken this year.
As our letter of May 9, 1949 indicated, Messrs. Jackman, Philbrick, Sawtelle and myself were
selected to act as a Nominating Committee. Since that time, the Committee Members have been
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in active correspondence and have now prepared a slate of candidates to present to the Club. The
Committee has communicated with all the nominees who, if elected, will serve in the designated
capacities. Accordingly, the Committee submits to the Club the following slate:
OFFICE

NOMINEE

COMMITTEE’S COMMENTS

President

Myron H. Avery. 4531 - 45th Street, N.W., Washington, D. C.
Mr. Avery has been particularly active in trail work in Maine since the Trail was
pioneered there and has served as Overseer of Trails since the Club’s inception.
His activities have logically qualified him to fill the vacancy created by the death
of Walter D. Greene.

Secretary

Stanley B. Attwood, Box 165, Lewiston, Maine. Mr. Attwood is a former
president of the Maine Alpine Club and very active in trail work in western Maine.
As the author of the monumental treatise, “The Length and Breadth of Maine”
he is particularly qualified to be Secretary of this organization.

Treasurer

Miss Marion Park, Conard Apartments, 13th & Eye Street, N. W., Washington, D.
C. Miss Park has acted as Treasurer of the Club since its inception. The
Committee recommends her reelection.

Overseer
Trails

John W. Clark, South Windham, Maine. Most M.A.T.C. members are aware of
the contributions made by Mr. Clark of the S. D. Warren Company, Westbrook,
Maine. Mr. Clark maintains the Trail from Moxie Pond to Mt. Bigelow and his
activities in connection with his jeeps and trail-clearing machine make him as a
very experienced Overseer of Trails. (Much credit is also due Mrs. Clark.)

Director of
Publicity

Miss Jean Stephenson, Conard Apartments, 13th & Eye Street, N.W.,
Washington 5, D.C. Miss Stephenson has previously served in this office and her
many trips to Maine furnish the necessary background for work in which she is
very well versed.

Director

Prof. William H. Sawyer, Bates College, Lewiston, Maine.
Prof. Sawyer was for many years Director of the Bates College Outing Club. He
pioneered the assumption of the Club’s 40-mile section of A.T. in western Maine.

Director

Lawson Reeves, Box 49, Dryden, Maine. Mr. Reeves maintains the Appalachian
Trail from Orbeton Stream to Bigelow Village over Mt. Sugarloaf. He has been
particularly active in the way of publicizing the Trail through lectures, etc.

Director

Ben L. Hadley, Bar Harbor, Maine. Mr. Hadley is widely known through the
State of Maine as the Superintendent of Acadia National Park. His interest
and activity will be a distinct benefit to the organization.

Director

Roy P. Fairfield, 23 Russell House, Bates College, Lewiston, Maine. Mr.
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Fairfield is now serving as Director of the Bates College Outing Club. He
has manifested considerable interest in the Appalachian Trail, apart from
conducting an intensive campaign to bring the B.O.C. section up to standard.
Director

Helon N. Taylor, Eustis, Maine. Mr. Taylor pioneered the Appalachian Trail
over Mt. Bigelow and Sugarloaf. He has now returned to Eustis, Maine, after
having served as Superintendent of the Lake Megantic Club in Canada.

A ballot is enclosed which Club members are requested to utilize, forwarding it to the Chairman
of the Nominating Committee as indicated thereon.
This year has been one of considerable activity on the Appalachian Trail in Maine. Efforts have
been made to restore the Trail to its pre-war condition by use of paid trail crews and a renewal of
the contract arrangements under which the Maine Forest Service, in previous years, cleared the
Trail on Mt. Bigelow. It was felt that the situation was so critical that an overall effort was
required. The results are considered satisfactory but the Trail Club’s funds have necessarily
become very much depleted, I am attaching a memorandum from the Overseer of Trails which
details what has been accomplished and the essential work required for 1950.
The primary trail problem in Maine is the restoration of a means of crossing the Penobscot West
Branch, which has been unavailable since the damage to the Cable Bridge in the winter of 194849. Approximately 25 feet of the Bridge dropped off at the south bank. The matter has been
actively pressed with the Forest Service in an effort to have the Forest Service repair the
structure; other avenues of repair have also been explored. The Commissioner has said that he
will assist in every way possible.
Mr. Avery advises that, as soon as the Cable Bridge problem has been solved, it is his intention
to have initiated a very active publicity campaign to publicize the restored condition of the Trail
in Maine. This is on the assumption that the points specified for work in 1950 can be
accomplished so that the 'Trail is throughout in first class order. Miss Stephenson, the Publicity
Chairman, will prepare, during the winter, a series of exhibits to he placed in the offices of the
Maine Publicity Bureau and the Maine Development Commission. In addition, the matter of
having an exhibit with the Sportsman’s Show is under consideration. Mr. Avery reports that it
has been suggested that there should be prepared a small leaflet descriptive of the Maine
Appalachian Trail Club which can be issued in answer to inquiries.
It has been suggested that, in the spring of I950, a field meeting should be held in Maine in
connection with trail clearing activities. The Memorial Day holiday might afford an excellent
opportunity for a meeting and the working out of plans for 1950, It would also seem a very
desirable part of the Club's program to have a certain time reserved for an annual session or
meeting which can be coordinated with some trail activity.
It is expected that the flowage, caused by the building of the Dam on Dead River at Long Falls,
will fill up during the fall of 1949. M.A,T.C. member Helen Taylor has written that he will care
for the necessary relocation of the Trail in the vicinity of the Ledge House at former Maine
Highway No. 16 due to the flowage. This will probably mean two or three miles of additional
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trail and may afford an opportunity to improve the route between Little Bigelow and the East
Peak where the cutting of a ski trail by unknown parties along the route of the A.T. for
approximately one mile has created a most undesirable situation.
Trail maintenance of the area between Baxter Park and the Penobscot West Branch has been
assigned to Sidney N. Tappan of Beverly, Mass. Mr. Tappan, who vacations at Daicey Pond on
the A. T., was very active this year in re-clearing this section of the Trail. His availability will
mean that a section, which is much used, will be maintained in excellent order.
The depletion of trail funds makes all the more necessary during the winter of 1949-50 efforts to
enlist greater interest in Maine and to obtain local sponsorship of the various sections of the Trail.
There is also being sent out with this letter a comprehensive report of the Treasurer, together
with a report for each year since the last annual report was issued. The Treasurer's books have
been audited and a copy of the Treasurer's report is attached.
There remain on hand 385 copies of the "Guide to the Appalachian Trail in Maine." However,
the separately issued Katahdin reprint has been exhausted and that will need be reprinted. Map
No. 4, "Katahdin to East Branch of Pleasant River,” which is much in demand, has been
redrafted as a two-color map and will be reissued with the annual Guidebook Supplement. The
1950 Supplement will appear early in 1950.
In closing, we now have completed the tasks referred to in our original letter. We will have
elected a new group of officers; the Trail is generally in good condition. What is now particularly
required is to obtain more local sponsors in Maine and to have more sections cared for by the
local sponsors. This, I know, will require considerable work but it will have to be done at once. It
is most important.
Now that I am ceasing to act as Secretary, I want to say that my interest in this project will be
none the less and I hope that the Trail will continue to afford to others the same pleasure and
returns as it did to me when I first traveled it in 1933.
Enclosures:
1. Ballot for Officers
2. Amended Constitution (1949)
3. Treasurer’s Reports for years 1942-48 and Consolidated Report as of 1 July 1949.
4. Auditor’s Report.
5. Report of the Overseer of Trails.
BALLOT FOR OFFICERS
(Enclosure 1 to letter to Members of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club, dated September 30,
1949)
President

Myron H. Avery
______________
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Secretary

Stanley S, Attwood
______________

Treasurer

Miss Marion Park
________________

Overseer of Trails

John W. Clark
_______________

Director of Publicity Miss Jean Stephenson
________________
Directors
Roy F. Fairfield
(Vote for only 5)
Ben L. Hadley
Lawson Reeves
Wm. H. Sawyer,Jr.
Helon N. Taylor
______________
______________
______________
Members are requested to complete the above ballot and mail it, prior to October 25, to the
Chairman of the Nominating Committee, Dr. J. F. Schairer, 2801 Upton Street, N.W.,
Washington, D.C.
CONSTITUTION
OF THE MAINE APPALACHIAN TRAIL CLUB, INC.
AS AMENDED 1949
(Enclosure 2 to letter to M.A.T.C, Members, dated September 39, 1949.)
I. - Name
The name of this organization shall be The Maine Appalachian Trail Club, Incorporated.
II. - Purpose
The purpose of this organization shall be to promote the construction and maintenance, in the
State of Maine, of a section of The Appalachian Trail extending from Katahdin to the MaineNew Hampshire boundary, to be supplemented by side trails and a system of camps at proper
intervals, so as to render accessible for tramping the wilderness region of Maine through which
the Trail route passes.
III. - Officers
The officers of this Club shall consist of a President, an indefinite number of Vice-Presidents, a
Secretary, a Treasurer, an Overseer of Trails, and an Executive Committee of five Directors in
addition to the other named officers.
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The officers shall hold office for two years or until their successors are elected and qualified.
Vacancies in such office in the intervals of meetings of the Club, as hereinafter provided, shall be
filled by a majority vote of the Executive Committee.
The President shall appoint such committees as may be necessary for the proper functioning of
the Club.
IV. - Membership
There shall be two classes of members, each of which shall have equal voting privileges, to be
known as Maintaining Members and as Annual Members. The sole qualification for a
Maintaining Member shall consist of having rendered assistance of an outstanding character to
the work on The Appalachian Trail in Maine. No dues shall he assessed any such member. The
Annual Members shall be persons interested in the objectives of the Club. Such members shall
pay dues of $3.00 annually.
Members shall he elected by vote of a majority of the officers and Executive Committee, three of
whom shall constitute a quorum.
V. - Meetings
Meetings may be held at such times and places as may be called by the President, and, in the
discretion of the President, matters may be submitted to members of the Club for voting by mail.
A majority of the votes received by mail, within the time designated by the notice for voting on
such proposals and in the manner designated in such proposals, shall be determinative of such
proposals.
REPORT OF TREASURER OF
MAINE APPALACHIAN TRAIL CLUB, INC.
(Enclosure 3 to letter to Members of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club, dated September 30,
1949.)
July 1, 1949.
The last official report of the Treasurer was attached to the Memorandum of December 15, 1941
That report showed the following balances:
As of October 1, 1941……………………………………………………….$44.91
In addition there was in the Walter D. Greene Memorial Fund……………..$69.85
(This is the subject of a separate statement.)
The attached reports cover the period from October 1, 1941, to June 30, 1949.
M.A.T.C, Member Mark Taylor was appointed as auditor; his report is attached to the letter to
M.A.T.C, members, dated September 30, 1949, as Enclosure No. 4.
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The sources of income to the Maine Appalachian Trail Club have been primarily donations by
interested individuals, plus amounts received from sales of articles which relate to The
Appalachian Trail in Maine. The authors of such articles have contributed the amounts received
from the publishing medium.
It is anticipated that a considerable portion of the available funds will be required to defray the
expenditure for labor on the Trail in Maine in 1949. To bring the Trail up to the best possible
standard, the usual system of volunteer maintenance is being supplemented this year by paid trail
workers and by contract work performed by the Maine Forest Service.
In addition to Trail clearing equipment, the Maine Appalachian Trail Club has the following
inventory:
385 copies of Guide To The Appalachian Trail in Maine
342 copies of Maine’s Second Mountain
20 copies of The Artists of Katahdin
45 copies of Nineteenth Century Photographers at Katahdin
286 copies of The Telos Cut
393 copies of The Traveler, Random Notes —Two Decades
1257 separates of maps appearing in the Guidebook
Sales of Guide To The Appalachian Trail in Maine are reserved for repayment of the original
underwriters’ advances to defray the cost of publication. The arrangement is that the obligation is
defrayed by the proceeds of the Guide, when and as sold.
*****
Supplementary note as of September 26, 1949.
After payment of all expenses to date, including all expenses for Trail work this summer, there
remains on hand, as of 26 September, 1949, the following:
Maine Appalachian Trail Club
General Fund: Bank balance……………………………………$236.65*
Walter D. Greene Memorial Fund:
Bank balance……………………………… $25.74
Bonds ...... ………………………………….879.00** 904.74
*Against this there is an outstanding loan of $300.00.
**

Bonds
Series F $500
Series G $500

Purchase price
$370.00
500.00

Value Sept.1949
$404.50
474.50

*****
Detailed reports are attached and made a part of this report.
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Marion Park
Treasurer
Financial Statement
From October 1, 1941, to June 30, 1949
Receipts
On hand, October 1, 1941………………………………………………………$44.91
Contributions ……………………………………………………………… 3,061.99
Sales of guidebooks, maps, etc. …………………………………………… 2,226.33
Miscellaneous…………………………………………………………………… 5.60
Received from the volunteer participants in the 1947 Work Trip …………… 679.29
Transferred from the Walter D. Greene Memorial Fund . …………………… 478.00 $6,496.12
Expenditures
Expense of issuing Guidebook, Supplements and reprinted pages…………..1,713.95
Publicity………………………………………………………………………. 364.03
Trail work ……………………………………………………………………1,676.85
Service charges at bank ………………………………………………………
7.69
Returned checks ……………………………………………………………… 5.95
Insurance ……………………………………………………………………... 92.06
Purchase of Trail tools ……………………………………………………… 94.62
Miscellaneous ……………………………………………………………….. 95.35
*Payment of expenses of 1947 Work Trip ……………………………………679.29
Repayment of underwriting of Guide book………………………………….1,013.25
Printing of maps for guidebook ……………………………………………….232.15 5,975.19
On hand, June 30, 1949………………………………………………………….$520.93
* The expenses of the 1947 Work Trip in Maine were handled through the Maine Appalachian
Trail Club, Inc., bank account.
TREASURER’S REPORT – Oct. 1, 1941—Dec. 31, 1942
Receipts
On hand, October 1, 1941
Contributions
Miscellaneous
Expenditures
Guidebook expense
Trail maintenance
Publicity
Maps

$44.91
169.56
.60

$215.07

13.22
108.85
54.10
10.00
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Miscellaneous
Service charge
Returned checks
Insurance
On hand, December 31, 1942

4.45
1.35
3.20
6.10

201.27
$ 13.80

TREASURER’S REPORT – Jan. 1, 1943—Dec. 31, 1943
Receipts
On hand, January 1, 1943
Sales of guidebooks, etc.
Contributions
Miscellaneous
Expenditures
Guidebook expense
Trail maintenance
Publicity
Maps
Miscellaneous
Service charge
Insurance
On hand, December 31, 1942

$13.80
327.48
170.68
5.00
208.47
33.00
4.32
147.00
3.48
2.74
42.98

$516.96

441.99
$74.97

TREASURER’S REPORT – Jan. 1, 1944—Dec. 31, 1944
Receipts
On hand, January 1, 1944
Sales of guidebooks, etc.
Contributions
Expenditures
Guidebook expense
Trail maintenance
Publicity
Maps
Miscellaneous
Repayment of underwriting of guidebook
Insurance
On hand, December 31, 1944

$74.97
175.52
825.00
118.15
30.00
51.40
147.00
13.20
100.00
42.98

$1,075.49

355.73
$719.76

TREASURER’S REPORT – Jan. 1, 1945—Dec. 31, 1945
Receipts
On hand, January 1, 1945
Sales of guidebooks, etc.
Contributions
Expenditures

$719.76
192.52
271.75

$1,184.03
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Guidebook expense
Publicity
Repayment of underwriting of guidebook
On hand, December 31, 1945

48.34
50.52
913.25

1,012.11
$171.92

TREASURER’S REPORT – Jan. 1, 1946—Dec. 31, 1946
Receipts
On hand, January 1, 1946
Sales of guidebooks, etc.
Contributions
Expenditures
Guidebook expense
Publicity
Maps
Miscellaneous
Trail maintenance
On hand, December 31, 1946

$171.92
457.24
450.00
67.41
53.30
51.65
49.41
210.00

$1,079.16

$431.77
$647.39

TREASURER’S REPORT – Jan. 1, 1947—Dec. 31, 1947
Receipts
On hand, January 1, 1947
Received for expenses of 1947 Maine Work Trip
Sales of guidebooks, etc.
Contributions
Expenditures
Expenses of 1947 Maine Work Trip
Guidebook expenses
Publicity
Trail maintenance
Service charges
Returned checks
Miscellaneous
On hand, December 31, 1947

$647.37
679.29
621.79
700.00
679.29
263.25
106.00
750.00
1.60
2.75
5.25

$2,648.47

1,808.14
$840.33

TREASURER’S REPORT – Jan. 1, 1948—Dec. 31, 1948
Receipts
On hand, January 1, 1948
Sales of guidebooks, etc.
Contributions
Expenditures
Guidebook expense
Publicity
Trail maintenance

$840.33
345.47
75.00

$1,260.80

886.11
20.39
75.00
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Miscellaneous
On hand, December 31, 1948

14.08

995.58
$265.22

TREASURER’S REPORT – Jan. 1, 1949—June 30, 1949
Receipts
On hand, January 1, 1949
Transferred from Walter D. Green Memorial Fund
Sales of guidebooks, etc.
Contributions
Expenditures
Guidebook expenses
Trail tools
Publicity
Trail maintenance
Service charges
Maps
Miscellaneous
On hand, June 30, 1949
July 1, 1949.

$265.22
478.00
106.31
400.00
109.00
94.62
24.00
470.00
2.00
23.50
5.48

$1,249.53

728.60
$520.93

REPORT ON
WALTER D. GREENE MEMORIAL FUND

This activity originated in May, 1941. At that time it was described in the May 1941 issue of
Appalachian Trailway News as follows:
Elsewhere tribute has been paid to the contributions of Walter D. Greene in the construction of
The Appalachian Trail Across Maine. Mr. Greene’s co-workers have taken steps to insure the
continuance of his labors. Most of the 266-mile Trail across Maine is maintained by volunteer
labor - clubs and individuals. However, certain sections, because of inaccessibility, are beyond
the scope of volunteer labor. This requires the utilization of local labor. Typical is the necessity
of mowing raspberry bushes and grass on Moxie Bald.
This part of the Maine Trail work has been done on a surprisingly small budget; $200 a year is
required.
Mr. Greene’s co-workers are establishing a memorial fund, the income of which will be used for
the Trail work in Maine. It is the hope of these workers to increase the fund to an extent where
the income will fully provide for the situation where the Trail in Maine cannot be cared for by
volunteer labor.
The treasurer of the Walter D. Greene Memorial Fund is Marion Park, The Appalachian Trail
Conference, Washington, D.C.
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There is attached a statement of the Walter D. Greene Memorial Fund, which now amounts to
$1,891.05.
This is a fund which is intended for use in connection with the maintenance of The Appalachian
Trail in Maine. While the Club's program contemplates that the maintenance of the Trail be
assigned organizations and individuals, it is recognized that due to the vicissitudes in Trail
maintenance by amateur organizations, paid labor will be required to clear out ingrown sections
of the Trail. Instances are the clearing on Moxie Bald and Mt. Bigelow under contract with the
Maine Forest Service. The lessening of maintenance, due to the war situation, has enhanced the
maintenance problem beyond that anticipated when the fund was created.
The original expectation was that the fund would increase to the point where the income would
provide for the necessary annual paid labor. The necessity for restoring the Trail in Maine now
requires more than the annual income. Consequently, with the exception of one savings bond in
the amount of $500, the contributors to the fund have modified the conditions of gift so that, as
necessary, the principal may be utilized. It is of controlling importance that any use of the
principal of the Walter D. Greene Fund be a temporary expedient only and that volunteer
maintenance be increased so that the original plan of using only income can be adhered to in the
future. The income of this fund, as distinct from the principal, since its creation, has amounted to
$122.79.
WALTER D. GREENE MEMORIAL FUND
Treasurers Report - April 1, 1941 — June 30. 1949
Contributions
Interest to date
Total receipts
Invested to Government Bonds:
March, 1944, Series F
June, 1944, Series G
November,1946,Series G

$1,768.26
122.79
Cost
$370.00
500.00
500.00*

$1,891.05

1,370*00

Balance on hand in bank as of June 30, 1949

$ 521.05

Investment in bonds as of June 30,1949
Current market value

$ 879.00

Total value of Fund, June 30, 1949

$l,400.05

*Series G Bond bought in November 1946 was cashed in June 1949, and $478.00 realized on
this bond was transferred to the General Account of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club to help
with the Trail maintenance program under way.
Marion Park
Treasurer
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REPORT OF THE AUDITOR
(Enclosure 4 to letter to Members of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club, dated September 30,
1949.)
September 26, 1949.
To Whom It May Concern:
This is to certify that I have examined the books of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club, Inc.,
General Account for the period from October 1, 1941, to June 30, 1949, and have found them to
be correct and in good order.
Mark Taylor Auditor
September 26, 1949.
To Whom It May Concern:
This is to certify that I have examined the books of the Walter D. Greene Memorial Fund for the
period from April l4, 194l, to June 30, 1949, and have found them to be correct and in good
order.
Mark Taylor Auditor
September 30, 1949.
STATUS OF THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE
REPORT OF OVERSEER OF TRAILS
(Enclosure 5 to letter to M.A.T.C. Members, dated September 30, 1949.)
In 1949, all the Trail in Maine was re-cleared except for the following sections:
(1) South side of Rainbow Lake, 5 miles -- partly cleared out readily traversible.
(2) Barren- Chairback Range--Long Pond to Raytown Town Line--5 miles. Painted 1948;
mowed 1947; this is second growth after lumbering,
(3) From 0rbeton Stream to Spaulding Mountain Lean-to and approximately 1/2 mile betweenthe 5 and 6-mile mark in section 15.
(4) Section 22--cleared in fall of 1948; expected to be cleared again this fall.
(5) Joe Mary Side Trail -- upper end needs work.
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(6) Gulf Hagas Trail — last worked on in 1945; needs clearing and repainting.
(7) Moxie Pond to Caratunk and approximately a mile east of West Carry Pond.
The primary problem in Maine is the restoration of the crossing of the Penobscot West Branch.
After the solution of the Cable Bridge problem, then in 1950 the following essential projects will
need be accomplished:
(1) If Hollingsworth and Whitney lumber the north slope of White Cap, then the Trail here will
need be restored (1 m.) as soon as the snow leaves.
(2) Early reclearing of the 5 miles on the Barren-Chairback Range. (At the same time there
should be made the relocation on the south side of White Cap Mtn. to follow the firewarden’s
trail and to avoid a maintenance problem on Hay Brook.)
(3) Repainting from Moxie Pond east to the Moxie Pond lean-to site.
(4) The Dead River flowage is expected to be filled in the late fall of 1949. Helon Taylor intends
to mark around the flowage. In this connection, the Trail will have to be re-measured from East
Carry Pond west to the East Peak of Mt. Bigelow. Signs and distances will be affected. The ski
trail (1 m.) from the firetower on Bigelow to Old Man's Head has greatly interfered with The
Appalachian Trail. In connection with the relocation for the flowage, a further effort should be
made to try to avoid the loss of elevation from Little Bigelow to Safford Brook where the route,
going west, comes into the old Dead River Trail. Thus, the Mt. Bigelow relocation involves both
an effort to avoid the ski trail and to improve the route between Little Bigelow and Old Man’s
Head.
(5) The major problem in 1950 will be the reclearing of Bigelow and Moxie Pond which was
handled in 1949 by the Forest Service under contract.
(6) Efforts will be made to employ the 1949 Monson trail crew to clear from the Raytown Town
Line west to Moxie Pond.
(7) Other projects for 1950 are:
(a) Reclearing Joe Mary Mtn. side trail.
(b) Reclearing Gulf Hagas Trails.
It is expected that the Washington group will care, in 1950, for the section between Yoke Pond
and the Penobscot West Branch.
XXX
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Much of the trail work in Maine is done in August and September, almost too late for the current
year’s travel. The essential is a two-man patrol, immediately after the snow leaves, which could
come south from the Penobscot West Branch, saw out the trees that have come down during the
winter, care for any major problems and make sure that the route is open and traversible until the
summer maintenance work can be accomplished. When any checking whatever of the Trail has
to be deferred until the summer maintenance work is undertaken, there are often serious
problems which are unattended for some time, creating a bad impression of the Trail.
Myron H. Avery
September, 1949. Trail Reports
TRAIL REPORTS
Section 6
LOWER JOE MARY LAKE TO YOKE PONDS
(Consolidated report prepared by Jean Stephenson embodying pertinent portions of report of July
by J.S. Swain and of August by M.H.A.)
I. PAINT.
Repainted by Swain and work crew and later completely standardized by Stephenson and Giller.
Two side trails to Cooper Pond repainted by Swain; that to Cooper Brook Falls repainted by
Stephenson, and side trail to Buck Horn Camps painted by Swain and standardized by
Stephenson and Giller. Joe Mary Mountain side trail repainted to a point app. 1 m. from summit.
{Blazes on rocks which had been made by Swain and crew were not obliterated, as there was no
feasible way of doing this, but were ignored in standardizing the Trail.)
II. A.T. MARKERS.
“Placed new ones where needed. Removed some old markers.” (Swain)
III. MILE MARKERS.
Repainted 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13 (all except 1 twice). 8 corrected for data. 9 may
be 300 ft. too far west. 10 corrected. Old Nos. 8, 9, 10 obliterated.
IV. TRAIL DATA.
From Kokadjo-B Pond Road to Cooper Falls, wheel ran .1 m. high; set wheel at Cooper Falls
back from 6.25 m. to 6.15 m. {Remeasuring would undoubtedly alter total length of this section.)
V. BOARD SIGNS.
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Installed 61, 62, 63, 64, 65, 67, 68, 69, 70, 74, and 76. (Swain did not install a new No. 66 sign
as old one serviceable; left new No. 66 with Haynes or at Cooper Pond.) No. 72 and 73 not made
(Yoke Pond Campsite) — crossed out from list.
VI. CONDITION OF TRAIL.
Kokadjo-B Pond Road to Dam: needs mowing thru old lumber yard.
Crawford Pond to Cooper Brook Falls: needs weeder work; bushes in center.
Cooper Brook falls to Joe Mary side trail: road open, little growth, some dead material in trail.
Three large logs in one clump; 1 doz. uncut in all. Half a dozen blowdowns with 1/8 m. at app.
5.75 m.
There were two forks, both blue-blazed, at the A.T. end of side trail to Cooper Pond at 2.86 m.
and to Cooper Pond outlet dam; the north fork (in each case one with no sign) was obliterated on
both these trails by Stephenson.
VII. SIDE TRAILS.
Trail to Buck Horn Camps painted by Swain, measured by M.H.A. and repainted (standardized)
as far as Haynes log bridge by Stephenson and Giller. (According to Archer (guide at Buck
Horn Camps) the lower end of the trail as painted by Swain is not the direct route to the "horseback" but a route found by Swain which winds thru the swamp to the lake shore. The direct route
from the canoe landing near the log bridge to the horseback would be slightly over half a mile
shorter; it is market by ax blazes.) There is a gap in the paint on the island.
Haynes has ax-blazed a trail from the A.T. to a cove in Cooper Pond where he lands his plane.
A blaze on a small maple on the right of A.T. indicates the point. (Entrance, on left of A.T.,
obscured by small conifers.) Stephenson placed a cross in white paint on rock in A.T. at this
point.
VIII. NEEDED WORK.
1. Remove 2 dozen (or more) logs.
2, Clear from Kokadjo-B Pond Road to Cooper Brook Falls.
IX. EQUIPMENT AT BUCK HORN CAMPS.
3 qts. blue paint in cans
8 ¼ qts. brown paint in cans (8 unopened; 1 opened). (Some of these cans have never had
labels on them; they can be recognized as those containing brown paint by the
dark hue of the tin.)
10-4/5 qts. white paint in qt. cans. (4 of these are complete filled and sealed, although in
used cans; 1 is partly used. 6 cans are unopened.)
1 gal. white paint in gal. can.
1 pr. pruning shears (weak handle); heavy type.
1 pr. light weight shears, used; 1 pr. handles for these shears sent Sept. 1949.
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2 used scrapers
2 used weeders
1 pkg. nails (appeared to contain 100 nails)
1 pkg. markers (appeared to contain 50 markers)
7 paper cups
2 pr. canvas gloves
¾ pt. turpentine
6 brushes
1 file
40 nails
2 paint carriers (new style) with small cans for brown paint
2 old boards for signs
Sign # 53
(1 light weight shears, nut, clamp and bolt missing; taken from Camps by Swain.)
EQUIPMENT AT ANTLERS (not checked in 1949; probably still at Antlers)
2 prs. Disston shears
2 prs. Unused Seymour Smith shears
1 weeder (nut loose)
50 nails in tin can
TRAIL REPORTS
Section 7
YOKE POND CAMPS TO WEST BRANCH PONDS ROAD
(Consolidated report prepared by Jean Stephenson in September, embodying pertinent portions
of report of July by J.S. Swain and in August by M.H.A.)
I. PAINT.
Completely standardized by Stephenson and Giller in September. (Note: Swain and crew in
painting section put many blazes on rocks; these could not be removed, but were disregarded and
a standard job done as if the rock blazes were not there.) Little Boardman trail painted blue.
II. A. T. MARKERS.
Installed new markers. (Swain’s report states old ones were removed. Many old ones were seen
by Stephenson and Giller, but could not be removed.)
III. MILE MARKERS.
Repainted (twice) 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7, 8, 9. (No. 7 marker is 350 ft. too far west.)
IV. TRAIL DATA.
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Data corrected. (M.H.A. note: Ran wheel; all distances cheek except 6.7 m. instead of 6.75 m.
as per Guide (s. to n.).)
V. BOARD SIGNS.
Installed Nos. 77, 79, 80, 81, 82 (all by Swain). Sign 78 installed by Stephenson on summit of
Little Boardman, painting to viewpoint to south. Sign to viewpoint at .44 m. on Little Boardman
in good condition and not renewed.
VI. CONDITION OF TRAIL.
Swain reported use of haul road as a change from old trail route, for short distance.
From 0 m. to 2 m, clear except for failure to cut conifer limbs about ½ m. from Camps. Fair
condition between 2 and 3 m. From 3.25 m. to East Branch crossing (3.65 m.) too little clearing
done; lumber campground overgrown. Sprouts and bushes will require mowing in 1950. Some
new blow-downs in lumbered areas. At 9 m. big clump of down trees.
Prom 9.3 m. to 10 m. not cut wide enough; some blowdowns left; brush not thrown out; and
berry bushes waist high in September.
VII. SIDE TRAIL.
Little Boardman side trail painted blue by J.S. Viewpoint signs in place or put up. Well cleared
thru conifers and in lower portion.
Needs mowing thru raspberries. Side trails to viewpoints not cleared at all. (At junction with side
trail at .44 m., crew had relocated trail to avoid a blowdown, thus obliterating the connection
with viewpoint trail; this was corrected in September and properly blazed.)
VIII. NEEDED WORK.
1. Clear along East Branch (alders).
2. Trim back conifers near Yoke Ponds.
3. Clear blowdowns and widen trail from Third West Branch Pond.
IX. EQUIPMENT AT YOKE PONDS.
½ pt. fly dope
15 qts. white paint (7 qts. in cans; 8 in glass)
1/2 can blue paint
2 qts. brown paint in cans
4 brushes
15 markers
38 nails
1 notebook
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56 markers
2 x 56 nails
2 qts. black paint (one leaking) "Unable to locate-- Swain”
2 pr. pruning shears “l pr. reported in previous inventory now missing - Swain)”
(Sept. Mr. Skillen says these items may be in storehouse as it has not been thoroughly
cleared. J.S.)
TRAIL REPORTS
Section 8
WEST BRANCH PONDS ROAD TO WHITE CAP FIRETOWER
(Consolidated report prepared by Jean Stephenson, embodying pertinent portions of report of
June by J.S. Swain and oral comments of Myron H. Avery following his trip in July.)
I. PAINT.
Swain repainted 0 m. to 1.6 m. in June. From 0 m. to 2 m. repainted (standardized) by
Stephenson and Giller in September. From 2 m. to 3.85 m. repainted by M.H.A. and June in June
[sic]; also side trail to firetower. (Excess blue blazes eliminated from side trail to firetower.) Side
trail (1.6 m.) to Chadwick's Camps and West Branch Road and camps road (2.2 m.) from A.T. to
Chadwick's Camps repainted by Stephenson and Giller in September (blue blazed).
II. A. T. MARKERS.
New markers installed to 3.85 m. (M.H.A.)
III. MILE MARKERS.
Repainted Nos. 1, 2, and 3. Located and painted out mile markers 1 and 2 of pre-war vintage.
(J.S.)
IV. TRAIL DATA.
Changes made on data sheets.
V. BOARD SIGNS.
Installed Signs 83, 84, and 85 on post at A.T. crossing of West Branch Road, and No. 88 at 15 m.
No. 86 is O.K. 87 is faded. Nos. 89, 90, and 91 have been destroyed by bear. Require. metal
signs on post as replacement. 92 is faded. 93 is O.K., with correction to "First” on sign.
V1. CONDITION OF TRAIL.
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Ice storm debris removed on White Cap. From 0 m. to 1.6 m. reopened, with mowing at each end.
Most of cross logs and blow-downs removed.
(Note by M.H.A.: Cliff Kealiher used ax to eliminate all trees (numerous) on trail to White Cap,
from junction with blue trail.)
VII. SIDE TRAILS.
Side trail to firetower and to West Branch Ponds Camps and West Branch Road from A.T. to
camps repainted blue.
Side trail to West Branch Ponds Camps needs clearing; many alders for 1/4 m. on both sides of
dam. From .2 m. to .6 m. trail has become a stream — for about .2 m. trail and stream are
combined, for app. .2 m. footpath follows side of stream now occupying former trail.
VIII. NEEDED WORK.
1. Clearing of blue trail to West Branch Pond Camps. (Especially alder thickets 1/4 m. either
aide of dam.)
2. 0 m. to 1.6 m.: Annual mowing of maple sprouts.
3. Check possible lumbering on south side of White Cap.
IX. EQUIPMENT AT CHADWICK'S.
12 qts. white paint (sent in September 1949)
1 qt. blue paint in can.
1 qt. blue paint in glass jar.
I4. qts. brown in cans.
2 used scrapers
1 new scraper
1 pr. canvas gloves
8 markers
11 nails
2 1-ft. files
1 weeder.
October 3, 1949. Myron Avery to Roy Fairfield, Bates College.
Dear Roy:
This is just a brief note to say that a Trail traveler, who went west from Maine Highway No. 17,
told me that he ran into a very dense growth after leaving Long Pond. He did not quite get to the
Sabbath Day Pond Lean-to. This surprised me for I had thought that it was fairly open in this
section. I remember that one of your crews reported that there were a good many down logs but I
had thought that Clark had gone in and taken these out.
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Incidentally, this is the one section assigned to the B.O.C. which I did not have a chance to check
for Guidebook developments. If I have the chance, I would walk over it but, if you should
happen to go up there, I would appreciate your giving particular pains to check the accuracy of
the Guidebook description. Of course, if there are new developments you would be handicapped
by not having a measuring wheel but it may well be that this will not be necessary.
I am looking forward to seeing you on October the 30th.
P.S. I have received confirmation that Disston will send you the extra handles and you should
have the supply of paint by now.
(Dictated by Mr. Avery but transcribed and forwarded without being checked in order to avoid
delay.)
October 3, 1949. William H. Sawyer, Jr., to Myron Avery.
Dear Myron:
It looks as though we would be seeing you on October 30. Stan Atwood seems to have gotten the
jump on Roy Fairfield and me. Roy had already spoken for the Women’s Union reception room
here on campus, but when he called Atwood, he told Roy that he had already made arrangements
for the meeting at the Auburn Library, so we fell in with his plans.
I understand that you will attend the Bates-Bowdoin football game at Brunswick on October 29.
My wife and I also expect to attend the game as guests of one of the Bowdoin faculty, with
whom we will afterwards have dinner and spend the evening. We would like to have you as our
guest on Sunday and it occurred to me that you might like to come up with us when we come
home on Saturday evening, or if you prefer you could come up to Lewiston any time you wish
Sunday forenoon, have dinner with us and then you and I can go to this conference of the
M.A.T.C. at the Auburn Library. If either of these suggestions fall in with your plans, will you
drop me a line and let me know.
October 7, 1949. George B. Utter, Westerly, Rhode Island, to Myron Avery.
Dear Sir:
I think if you would like something for the News, you might get more from others in our party at
the August Camp. There is Francis B. Parsons of 2 Euclid Avenue, Winchester, Mass., who
finished a record on climbing. While there he climbed the 50th mountain in New England, more
than 5000 feet high, but it may have been lower. He covered many miles of A. T.
Ronald Busse of Pearl River, N.Y. apparently tried to arrange as many miles on AT as he had
time for. He seemed to know where the crowd had been. I kept no record, but just went along.
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Then there was Prof. Robert B. Sosman of 117 West Dudley Ave., Westfield, N.J. He is at
Rutgers. He kept very accurate records of his findings, covered many miles of A.T. alone. He is
one who has, during the past twenty years, covered the entire trail from Georgia to Maine.
October 3, 1949, Myron Avery to Forest Commissioner A. D. Nutting, Augusta, Maine.
Dear Mr. Nutting:
I appreciate very much your thoughtfulness in writing me on September 28th in order that I
might be advised as to the present status of the Nesowadnehuk Cable Bridge matter.
We, of course, hope very much that the Governor and Council will conclude that the Bridge is a
distinct asset of the State and authorize its restoration. I presume that you left with the Governor
my original letter which outlined the situation.
Unless there are some unforeseen developments, I expect to spend a few days in the area around
The Traveler with Harold Dyer commencing the week of October 7th.
We are going to have at Lewiston on October 30th a meeting of the people who maintain the
Trail in western Maine for the purpose of an informal discussion. I will probably be in touch with
you before that time so that I can report latest developments on the matter of the Cable Bridge.
We are most appreciative of your efforts to obtain favorable action in the matter.
cc: Mr. John W. Clark
October 4, 1949. Harold I. Goss, Secretary of State, Augusta, Maine, to Myron Avery:
Dear Mr. Avery:
Your communication of September 23 requesting legislation passed recently by Legislature on
Baxter Park has been received.
I am pleased to enclose four Acts and one Resolve pertaining to Baxter State Park.
{Chap. 1 P.& S. Laws – 1/17/49 – Conveyance}
{Chap 2 P. & S. Laws – 1/17/49 – Road Restrictions}
{Chap 20 P.L. – 3/18/49 – Supervision of Park and payment [?]}
{Chap 78 P.L. – 3/18/49 – Powers of Baxter State Park}
{Chapter 142, Resolves, May 7 – 12,000 and 13,000 appropriations}
October 5, 1949. George W. Rear, Rainbow Lake Camps, Kokadjo, Maine, to Myron
Avery.
Dear Mr. Avery:
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I (have not) located the carton containing the 12 quarts of paint as indicated in your letter of
September 19th.
October 7, 1949. Lawson Reeves to Myron Avery.
Dear Myron:
In answer to yours of Sept. 29th regarding the new signs: I have now received the new
supplement showing what signs are needed. It would seem best that I make those for Sections 9
to 24 inclusive as listed, and let Mr. Pryor make those from Sections 1 to 8 inclusive. Therefore,
I propose to start from #296 and work backwards and if Mr. Pryor starts with #1 and works
forward we can check with one another later in the winter regarding the Gulf Hagas signs. This
divides the work nearly evenly. I will not start working on them for two or three more weeks,-not until bad weather sets in as I have quite a bit of work to do around the house before fall.
I notice that there is no signs included for Mr. Griscom’s section. Signs 249 to 254 inclusive are
very bad and need replacing. Has arrangements been made whereby someone else is making
them or is this an over-sight? Please advise me on this. Also # 255, 256, 258, 259,
260, 261, 262 and 263 on the Bates Outing Club’s section needs replacing. I assume they will
continue to provide their own signs.
A group of ten of us clumb Old Speck, in Grafton Notch, last Sunday; The trail was in good
condition, except the East Spur Trail. This is very bad and practically impassable. Sign # 290 has
been defaced 291 is missing, ditto for 292, 294, 295.
I have some colored slides of the trail in Western Maine. I will take these with me to Auburn on
the 30th. I do not know whether or not you will have time to see them or not. I imagine the
afternoon will be all taken up. If you do want them shown ok and if there is not time no harm is
done. Some of them are not too good as weather conditions was very bad when I took some of
them. Also they are not the regular size, altho taken on the standard 35 mm film.
Had a letter from Helon Taylor and he said he was going to get the lumber for the Sugarloaf
Shelter hauled in yet this fall. If so, and weather conditions are favorable we will get the roof on
yet this fall. I would prefer to do it this fall.
copies to: John Clark Charles C. Pryor
October 8, 1949. Jean Stephenson, Publicity Director, Maine Appalachian Trail Club, to C.
S. McCarty, Shenandoah Publishing House, Strasburg, Virginia.
Dear Mr. McCarty:
I think Miss Park has already ordered the envelopes for the Maine Appalachian Trail Club, in the
quantity of 1,000.
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She did not order the stationary, as I was getting the correct names and addresses of the officers
and making up the design. I now have this done and am therefore enclosing the "copy" for the
letterhead. We will want the same quantity as of the envelopes, 1,000, and of course on paper as
nearly matching the envelopes as you can get. I think the type paper you used for the
Appalachian Trail Conference stationary was very nice, but will leave that to your judgment.
However, when you send proof of the letterhead, you might send a sample of the paper, so we
can be sure it will be what we would want.
Under separate cover I am sending the cut which we have used in the past and which we want on
this supply also. You will notice the general design is the same, except that the officers are to be
straightened up and arranged more like the names on the A.T.C. stationary. It is to be in green
ink, of course.
If I haven't made everything clear, please let me know.
P.S. This of course, is to be charged to the Maine Appalachian Trail Club, and the bill sent to me
to be O.K.’d for the Treasurer. Payment will be made immediately.
October 10, 1949. Jean Stephenson to William S. Silsby, Secretary, Legislative Research
Committee, Union Trust Co. Building, Ellsworth, Maine.
Dear Mr. Silsby:
I refer to my letter of July 5 and your reply of July 22, with respect to the study by the
Legislative Research Committee of the Baxter State Park situation.
I have seen announcements in the Maine papers of the meetings of the Legislative Research
Committee, and I thought it might be desirable to recall to your mind my letter and our desire to
be kept informed of the status of this matter. We do have some matters in connection with it to
present, and we are particularly desirous of knowing whether there will be any hearings so that
we may have ample time to make arrangements.
I will greatly appreciate it if you can inform me as to whether any attention has yet been given to
this subject, or when it is expected the matter may be taken up.
October 10, 1949. Bob Schoffratts, New England College, Henniker, New Hampshire, to
Roy Fairfield, Bates College.
Dear Roy:
Many thanks for your letter of the 5th!
At a meeting of the club tonight we decided that the trip to Baldpate would be a bit too far for us,
and they voted to try a climb of Mt. Washington anyway this Sunday! I hope they have good
weather for the trip.
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It was felt that It was a bit too early to decide about the Baldface trip, but from what I gathered
they seemed interested. I’ll bring it up again at the next meeting and see how they feel about it. It
will probably depend on the success of the Washington venture. At any rate. I’ll keep you posted
on what the boys decide. Thank you for the invitation. Incidentally, the boys wanted me to ask
you to bring plenty of girls along on that trip if we can make it a joint affair. One thing this
college lacks is a large coed body. I think that I will be able to go along on the Baldface climb.
Thanks again for the invitations.
{Pardon the red pencil—I’ve been correcting exams.}
October 10, 1949. Jean Stephenson to C. S. McCarty, Shenandoah Publishing House,
Strasburg, Virginia.
Dear Mr. McCarty:
On my return from a vacation in Maine I found a note from Mr. Avery, attached to a copy of his
letter to you, asking me to locate and send to you the cuts for A,T.C. Publication No. 12, Plans
for An Appalachian Trail Lean-to.
My records do not indicate that these cuts are here, and I have looked where they should be if
they are here and they are not there. Before turning the place upside down in a search for them
and getting everybody all excited about their loss, I thought 1 had better check the situation with
you.
If will you please have your people look again to be sure that you do not still have them? If they
were returned, can you tell me approximately when they were returned, so that it will be easier
for me to trace what could have happened to them. They would make a right sizable package to
be stored in the limited space we have, and it seems strange that I haven’t seen them, if they are
at Headquarters, even if they were not originally brought to my attention when they arrived. I am
sorry to trouble you, but it does seem best to get a bit more information about their return, if you
find you do not have them, before I stir up the matter here!
October 12, 1949. Excerpt from letter Mrs. Storey to Jean Stephenson
“Quite a few years ago there was a mill up in the woods a short distance from the main road
opposite the Dead River school house. The lumber company built a road up into the ravine onto
Bigelow and there was at one time quite a settlement of camps but all were torn down except a
small camp.
A group of young folks from Kingfield, one of which was Emil Winters, took over this small
shack and used to go up there Sundays, skiing, I don't think they realized what they were doing,
as they were usually up there after the snows had got packed down long in February and March,
I think the closing of the road may stop them. However, if they are real ambitious they could still
drive up to the end of the road and ski up across the lake. I know they sometimes staid over night
there as they had bunks with hay for beds.
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I am sure they are not the kind that would do anything like that to cause trouble for any one.
This camp Is on S. D. Warren's land. They may have permission to use the camp.”
October 12, 1949. Roy A. Wentzel, Bridge Maintenance Engineer, Augusta, Maine.
MEMORANDUM ON SUSPENSION FOOT BRIDGE OVER WEST BRANCH
PENOBSCOT RIVER ON APPALACHIAN TRAIL AT SOURDNEHUNK FALLS IN T2
R10, PISCATAQUIS COUNTY
On Thursday, October 6, I went to Sourdnahunk Falls on the West Branch of the Penobscot with
Robert Pendleton of the Forestry Department to make an inspection of the suspension foot bridge
on the Appalachian Trail, sketch of which is attached to this memorandum. This bridge was
constructed about thirteen years ago by the CCC organization, practically all of the timber
required for its erection having been hewed to dimension close to the site. The A-frame towers
appear to be in very fair condition and good for from five to ten years more of service before
time for replacement, but the transoms and stringers are badly rotted and are unsafe for carrying
loads, a length of 50 feet next to the south tower having fallen out completely.
The span has a length of 200’ 0” between A-frames and is carried by two main cables, each 1-1/2”
diameter, spaced at 8’ 0” centers at the top of the towers, 5/8" dia. rods provided hangers from
cable, supporting 6" x 6” transoms spaced at 10’ 0" centers, on which rest two 8” x 8" stringers
carrying a walk 3’ 0” wide and consisting of 2” x 8" plankings with 1" openings between the
planks. 7/8" dia. wire rope load cables located upstream and downstream from the bridge prevent
side sway by means of ½” wire rope stays connecting side cables to transom points.
The design appears to be satisfactory for foot traffic loading and all of the structure seems to be
in good condition except for the flooring. The present stringers are all 10’ 0" in length; in
renewal, stringers may be ordered 20’ 0” long, eliminating half of the present number of splices.
Assuming replacement with material equal or equivalent to that of the original design, about
2,500 fbm. of lumber will be needed, and this should be pressure treated to assure a long period
of service. It is also recommended that the A-frame towers be painted to prolong the date of
replacement.
As the location is not easily accessible and the actual work of replacement difficult, costs will
necessarily be high. If it is assumed that lumber in place will cost $350.00 per M.B.M., including
repairs and replacements to hardware, and provision made for painting towers, repairs to stairs,
etc., the probable cost is estimated to amount to from $1,200.00 to $1,500.00.

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine – 1949 – Compiled by David Field – Page

315

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine – 1949 – Compiled by David Field – Page

316

October 13, 1949. Myron Avery to Lawson Reeves.
Dear Lawson:
The new Page 37 (?), which indicated needed signs, was intended to be all inclusive. Mr. Pryor
sent signs to Griscom, which he wrote me arrived too late to put up this summer but which he
would install this autumn. I do not know that he requires any more signs than those which Mr.
Pryor made and sent to him.
As far as the Bates Outing Club is concerned, they care for their own signs. As you know, the
Club had all new signs made in 1947 when the work crew started out.
I want to get the Trail on Old Speck remeasured. If you make the signs in that locality you may
have a chance to get them put up.
You should certainly bring with you the slides you have for eastern Maine. I do not think that the
scheduled activities will take up all the available time.
The letter on the Maine Appalachian Trail Club and the ballot for the officers will go forward
within two or three days.
I was on top of Katahdin Monday after measuring the Abol Trail. The signs there are very badly
written up and require replacement next year. I have urged Mr. Pryor to concentrate on these.
While I have not talked with Charlie, I assume that he will be agreeable to the suggestion of your
letter and working from both ends toward the middle.
I think this covers matters until our meeting on the 30th.
cc: Mr. John Clark, Mr. Charles Pryor
October 13, 1949. Myron Avery to George Utter.
Dear Mr. Utter:
1 have found your letter of October 7th after returning from a few days in the country north of
Katahdin.
It may be of interest to you, in view of your reference to Mr. Sosman, who is a member of our
Board of Managers, to have a copy of the issue of Trailway News wherein he reports in a very
interesting fashion the completion of his travels on the Appalachian Trail. I have asked that
copies be sent to you.
We did not have in mind any particular item for Trailway News as Appalachia will, of course,
carry the usual item on the August Camp. I simply commented on the situation that apparently
considerable use had been made of the Appalachian Trail.
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If the booklet, which I sent to you on The Traveler, arouses your interest, I suggest October since
the foliage in that area is unusually attractive as I found this year. The building of the new State
Campsite in the Trout Brook area next year will facilitate travel in this area.
October 13, 1949. Myron Avery to Wm. H. Sawyer, Bates College.
Dear Will:
I have just had the pleasure of spending four days in your good State. I wanted to see the
developments in the area north of Katahdin. I also measured the Abol Trail which has just been
reopened.
Before I left, I received your letter about October 30th. am most appreciative of the invitation to
come up to Lewiston with you Saturday night. However, in view of the arrangements which you
have, it may cause some complications in meeting at Brunswick. Probably the best thing would
be for me to come up by bus on Sunday morning. I am not quite sure as to my Saturday
arrangements.
I am looking forward to our session.
October 13, 1949. Myron Avery to Fred Best, Box 37, R.R. 1, Berkeley Heights, N.J.
Dear Fred:
Probably before this letter arrives you will be very much mystified by receiving the cover to the
registration cylinder at Katahdin. It should call back to mind the pre-war days when you,
Heitkamp and Helmcke were traveling the Appalachian Trail.
The registration cylinder has really survived very well until this year. In some manner the lugs
holding the cover became twisted off so that the cover would not stay in place. The Park
authorities broke the chain connection and sent the cover to us to have it replaced. It comes at an
unfortunate time since the cylinder will be open all winter.
I was on Katahdin last week end and tried to remedy natters by placing a large flat rock against
the opening.
The problem is, of course, whether you can get the cover repaired. I suppose it is out of the
question to try to fasten the chain to the cylinder and the best arrangement would be to have a
much longer chain attached to the cover which could be stapled to the post. This would require a
very substantial method of fastening to outwit the vandals.
You probably will remember the details of the cylinder but the inside lip of the open end has four
openings. Two are half an inch wide and two are an inch and a half wide. The depth of the lip at
these points is about l/8” and l/4” respectively.
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As you will have noticed from Trailway News, this cylinder has served a most useful purpose.
We are very anxious to restore it to use and it will be of great assistance to the Conference if you
can write me as to what you think can be accomplished in the way of repair. I hope very much
that you are in a position to solve our problem for us in this connection.
October 14, 1949. Jean Stephenson to George Rear, Rainbow Lake Camps.
Dear Mr. Rear:
I have just received your post card of October 8th. We certainly do appreciate the interest you are
taking in helping to get The Appalachian Trail back into standard condition. It is good to be able
to get something done in the Rainbow-West Branch section, although of course it is too late in
the year to be of much use to travelers this season and as a lot of the trouble is the annual growth
which will be up again next year, work at this time of the year doesn't help as much as if it were
earlier. That is the reason why it is best to get the work done sooner, and so we try very hard to
have it done early in the season when it will be of use to hikers as well as to guests at the camps.
We repainted the section there very intensively last year, so your men should be able to
concentrate on the clearing. Those who are not familiar with our marking system usually paint so
individualistically that we have to go over it later and re-paint to standard. So I am glad that in
this case the painting is all there, except an occasional blaze where a tree has come down. Warn
them that paint blazes are to be five to six Inches long (no longer) and two inches wide (no
wider) with square tops and bottoms. (As you may guess, I specialize in the paint and am very
particular about it.)
We are extremely anxious to have the men use the pruning shears to get the small stuff and the
place where it is needed most is over toward the West Branch. The short days at this season
make it difficult to get over there and get much done in a day, I am afraid.
From your camps to the head of the lake, it is a case of limbing off the side branches in the
conifers and cutting out the small firs so as to make a kind of a tunnel. Since we cleared from the
camps to the Dam, very thoroughly, all that ought to be needed there are the weeders to clear out
annual growth. It is too bad that the most of the work is needed fartherest from the camps, but
that is the fact. Because of the short days and the lateness of the season, we do not think it is
worth working the men more than three weeks. In two or three days we will send you a check for
$200.00, which ought to cover what they can do. Please have them keep a daily record of what is
done, or rather of where they work and send it to us. We want, of course, all the work to be done
on the Appalachian Trail, that is, the white trail, not on the blue trails, or unmarked trails
mentioned in the GUIDE (i.e. the Rainbow-Nesowadnehunk, Rainbow Mountain, Doughnut
Pond, etc.)
We will be looking forward with interest to hearing what you are able to have the men
accomplish. Mr. Avery expects to be there over Memorial Day next year to see how things have
worked out.
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Map No. 4 is out of print. We did not succeed in getting the new one fixed up this year and now
know it will not be ready until next year. I am sending you my personal copy of the old one,
which I hope will serve your purpose.
I understand that Mr. Avery wrote you about the Horse Race Brook beaver flowage. From your
card, I judge that it must be much worse than it was a year ago.
Can you tell me whether the signs have been put up at Rainbow lake Lean-to and pointing to Big
Spring?
We are getting out a SUPPLEMENT to the GUIDE, so want to know exactly what the men you
have on the job are able to accomplish. That is why we would like a day by day account of where
they have worked and what they got done. Since the men think the money is coming from you
and that you are to check on the work, I hope we can get a good wide trail out of the work. Of
course, if you find they are able to go faster than planned you may not need the total amount of
money I am having sent; if so, of course, you can refund the difference and then we will have it
for next year. I mention this because when we went over that section last year, we more or less
figured the time it would take - and to be perfectly frank most of the amateur trail workers we
have coming on these trips cannot be expected to (and don't) do as much in a day as the men you
would have - and I am a bit surprised to find that they had figured it could be done in less time
than your men figure I’ll be interested in seeing how it comes along. Doing it at this season of
the year isn’t the most economical way of doing Trail work, but because of the bad condition of
the Trail it seems best to do it when you can get the men this year, even if it is after the hiking
season is over. I rather hope they won’t need all this this Fall, so we will have some for use on it
early next year, before we can get any of our people up there. I know you will do all you can for
us in this respect and will be glad to hear the results.
I have been intending to write you in response to your letter of last Spring about your camps, and
will do it before long. I have always been partial to Rainbow Lake Camps and to the country
around them.
We look forward to hearing from you.
October 15, 1949. J. Frank Schairer, Secretary, Maine Appalachian Trail Club, to
Seymour R. Smith, Box 713, Watertown, Connecticut.
Dear Mr. Smith:
I am writing to inform you, that, by vote of the officers of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club,
you have been elected as a Maintaining Member of that Organization.
You are undoubtedly familiar with the activities of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club, which is
devoted primarily to maintaining the Appalachian Trail across the State of Maine.
The Club has recently undergone several changes in its organization in connection with the reelection of officers.
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The letter, which was sent to the Membership on May 9, 1949, sets forth the activities and
history of the organization and I had thought that it would be of interest to you to have a copy of
this communication. I am also sending to you a copy of a letter, dated September 30, 1949,
which includes reports on the Club’s recent activities.
From a reading of the Constitution, you will appreciate that your election to membership is as the
result of your interest and activity in connection with The Appalachian Trail in Maine. We trust
that this interest and activity will continue and you may expect to receive all the future
communications issued by the Club.
Incl:

1: Cy ltr dtd May 9, 1949
2: Cy ltr dtd Sept, 30, 1949

October 15, 1949. J. Frank Schairer, Secretary, Maine Appalachian Trail Club, to Charles
C. Pryor, 3306 Shepherd St., Mt. Rainier, Maryland
Dear Mr. Pryor:
I am writing to inform you that, by vote of the officers of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club, you
have been elected as a Maintaining Member of that organization.
You are undoubtedly familiar with the activities of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club, which is
devoted primarily to maintaining the Appalachian Trail across the State of Maine.
The Club has recently undergone several changes in its organization in connection with the reelection of officers.
The letter, which was sent to the Membership on May 9, 1949, sets forth the activities and
history of the organization and I had thought that it would be of interest to you to have a copy of
this communication. I am also sending to you a copy of a letter, dated September 30, 1949,
which includes reports on the Club's recent activities.
From a reading of the Constitution, you will appreciate that your election to membership is as a
result of your interest and activity in connection with the Appalachian Trail in Maine. We trust
that this interest and activity will continue and you may expect to receive all the future
communications issued by the Club.
Incl:
1: Cy ltr dtd May 9, 1949
2: Cy ltr dtd Sept, 30, 1949
October 15, 1949. J. Frank Schairer, Secretary, Maine Appalachian Trail Club, to Roy P.
Fairfield, 23 Russell House, Bates College, Lewiston, Maine.
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Dear Mr. Fairfield:
I am writing to inform you that, by vote of the officers of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club, you
have been elected as a Maintaining Member of that organization.
You are undoubtedly familiar with the activities of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club, which is
devoted primarily to maintaining the Appalachian Trail across the State of Maine.
The Club has recently undergone several changes in its organization in connection with the reelection of officers.
The letter, which was sent to the Membership on May 9, 1949, sets forth the activities and
history of the organization and I had thought that it would be of interest to you to have a copy of
this communication. I am also sending to you a copy of a letter, dated September 30, 1949,
which includes reports on the Club's recent activities.
From a reading of the Constitution, you will appreciate that your election to membership is as a
result of your interest and activity in connection with the Appalachian Trail in Maine. We trust
that this interest and activity will continue and you may expect to receive all the future
communications issued by the Club.
Incl:

1: Copy ltr dtd May 9, 1949
2: Copy ltr dtd Sept, 30, 1949

October 15, 1949. J. Frank Schairer, Secretary, Maine Appalachian Trail Club, to Deputy
Forest Commissioner Austin H. Wilkins, Augusta, Maine.
Dear Mr. Wilkins:
I am writing to inform you that, by vote of the officers of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club, you
have been elected as a Maintaining Member of that organization.
You are undoubtedly familiar with the activities of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club, which is
devoted primarily to maintaining the Appalachian Trail across the State of Maine.
The Club has recently undergone several changes in its organization in connection with the reelection of officers.
The letter, which was sent to the Membership on May 9, 1949, sets forth the activities and
history of the organization and I had thought that it would be of interest to you to have a copy of
this communication. I am also sending to you a copy of a letter, dated September 30, 1949,
which includes reports on the Club's recent activities.
From a reading of the Constitution, you will appreciate that your election to membership is as a
result of your interest and activity in connection with the Appalachian Trail in Maine. We trust
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that this interest and activity will continue and you may expect to receive all the future
communications issued by the Club.
Incl:

1: Cy ltr dtd May 9, 1949
2: Cy ltr dtd Sept, 30, 1949

October 15, 1949.

THE MAINE APPALACHIAN TRAIL CLUB

MEMBERS ELECTED AS MAINTAINING MEMBERS
Name

Address

John W. Clark
Mrs. John W. Clark

South Windham, Maine
South Windham, Maine

Roy P. Fairfield

Lewiston, Maine

Sadye Giller

2123 Eye Street, N.W., Washington 7, D.C.

Bronson W. Griscom

Griscom Publications, Inc., 26 THE Place
Glen Cover, New York

Marjorie Hooker

4110 3rd Road North, Arlington, Virginia

Robert G. Hutton

Forest Supervisor, Maine Forest Service
Greenville, Maine

A. D. Nutting (Honorable)

Forest Commissioner, State of Maine, Augusta, Maine

Charles C. Pryor

3306 Shepherd St., Mt. Rainier, Maryland

Seymour R. Smith

Box 713, Watertown, Connecticut

Elwyn E. Storey
Adelaide Storey

West Carry Pond Camps
North New Portland, Maine

Sidney N. Tappan

8 Conant Street, Beverly, Mass.

Austin H. Wilkins

Deputy Forest Commissioner
State of Maine, Augusta, Maine

October 18, 1949. Jean Stephenson to A. Augustine, Shin Pond House, Shin Pond Post
Office
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Dear Mr. Augustine:
When Mr. Avery returned from his recent trip in the area north of Katahdin, he told me of his
very pleasant stay in the vicinity of Shin Ponds and suggested that we should send you some of
the literature about the Appalachian Trail. In getting ready to do this, it occurred to me that
possibly I had better write first and see just, what the situation was, so I would know what to
send.
If you had a suitable place to display it I could prepare a poster, or possibly two posters, i.e. large
cardboards on which would be mounted some of our descriptive material in connection with the
Trail and the Katahdin area. Could you use two such posters, each in size about 20 x 30 inches?
If so, let me know and I will prepare them and mail them to you.
I also could put the last two years of APPALACHIAN TRAILWAY NEWS in a cardboard
binder and send it on to you, if you could leave it out on the table where your guests could see it.
Subsequent issues could then be readily inserted.
I expect Mr. Avery told you that the Reprint of the Katahdin Section of the Guide is out of print,
but I am making a note to send you one when the new edition comes from the printer.
I will be glad to hear from you at your convenience with respect to the posters.
October 21, 1949. Frederick S. Best, Berkeley Heights, N.J., to Jean Stephenson. [Handwritten]
Dear Miss Stephenson,
You guessed right about my hiking interests. I am in no position at present to do any hiking—so
I discontinued club memberships and subscriptions until such time as I am able to hike again.
I will gladly receive anything Mr. Avery sends, but I can’t possibly be of much help for quite a
while to come.
I am interested in the trail, to be sure, but I hate to see you spend money on postage when I can’t
help you out.
Thanks for writing.
October 21, 1949. Myron Avery to Harold Dyer, Baxter State Park.
Dear Hal:
I am writing to say that both the wheel and the pack arrived in good condition and I am very
much obliged to you for attending to the matter for me.
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I had a long session with the Geological Survey people, who think that some of the new maps
will be available in advance form by the middle of the summer. They are very much troubled
about working the sheet west of Sherman, which is termed the "Staceyville” sheet. Perhaps you
already have the Sherman sheet but on the chance that you do not I am having one sent to you. It
shows the hills south of Patten from where one gets such an excellent view.
We have our new two-color Map No. 4 close to completion but shall not issue it until early I950.
I remember that you only had a chance to look at it casually and, since we can still make some
changes on the negative, I am sending it to you to ask if you would look at it some evening and
return it to me at your convenience. The other map will call for major work. As soon as I finish
with the revision of the Katahdin section I will get on that job.
We are moving from the Navy Building to the Pentagon this week-end with the resulting
expected confusion.
As soon as I can make arrangements for handling it by express, I will be sending on the portable
typewriter, which we spoke of, so that you can try it out.
I certainly appreciated the hospitality of yourself and Mrs. Dyer to make my visit a very pleasant
occasion.
{Many thanks for NW Baren measurements.}
October 21, 1949. Myron Avery to Forest Commissioner A. D. Nutting, Augusta, Maine.
Dear Mr. Nutting:
We are engaged, for reissue in 1950, in the revision of the Katahdin section of tbs Guide to the
Appalachian Trail in Maine. The Grand Lake Fire-road and the activities in the north necessitate
considerable revision.
In the supplementary sheets to the Guide (pages 53a and 53b, First Revision, 1947), we reprinted
the records of acreage pertaining to Baxter State Park as appearing in the 26th Biennial Report
of the Forest Commissioner. I am wondering if the 1949 Conveyances to the State have been
tabulated in a similar manner. If they have and if you could furnish the data, we would like to
bring the situation up to date. I have obtained copies of the Statutes involved.
We are having at Lewiston on Sunday, October the 30th, an informal meeting of people who
work on the Trail in western Maine. If you have learned of any action by the State Highway
Commission in connection with the Cable Bridge I would appreciate the advices so that I could
report them at this meeting.
I spent, in October, two or three very pleasant days in the area north of Katahdin and remeasured
the Abol Trail on the mountain.
October 21, 1949. Myron Avery to Jasper L. Haynes, Norcross, Maine.
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Dear Mr. Haynes:
You will remember that you did a lot of work, or rather you made a lot of corrections for our
Map No. 4. This will be published in two colors, with the lakes and streams in blue.
I hope that I got all five changes, which you pointed out, correctly registered but I would
appreciate your looking over the map and sending it back to me, drawing in any corrections. The
map has gotten along so far that we may not be able to make many changes but I want it to be as
correct as possible. When we issue it early next year, we will, of course, send copies to you.
I will be very glad to know of any recent developments, particularly if the Antler Camps
situation has changed in any way.
Miss Stephenson and Miss Giller say that they had a very fine time at your Camps but that is just
what I would have expected.
With best regards to yourself and to Mrs. Haynes,
October 22, 1949. Jean Stephenson to Stanley B. Attwood.
Dear Mr. Attwood:
About a week ago some matters came up which require my presence in Boston on November
5th, and as I had arranged to go to Portland on my next trip to New England, that trip therefore
was to be either before or after the Boston date. It developed that the best time for it was on
November 2nd. Consequently, I decided to go to Augusta also, being there on October 31. This
meant that I would be in Maine so near to the time of the informal meeting of the maintainers of
the Trail in Maine that it seemed a good plan for me to attend. I spoke to Mr. Avery about it and
he felt it would be a good idea.
So, I will arrive in Lewiston the evening of October 29. I will be it the DeWitt Hotel until
Monday morning, when I will leave for Augusta.
I have had no chance, since this was decided, to inquire of Mr. Avery as to the exact hour and
place of meeting, but will ascertain these facts early next week. I assume, however, that the
meeting will be only in the afternoon. No matter how long it is, I would like to encroach on your
time a little longer, hence this letter.
Now that the Trail in Maine is usable throughout and we are re-vitalizing the Maine Appalachian
Trail Club, I want to start a vigorous publicity campaign. I have already plans for some exhibits
and certain other publicity. These I am sure will meet with your hearty approval. But there are
other phases I would like to discuss with you. For this reason I hope you can spare an hour to see
me while I am in Lewiston, aside from the time at the scheduled meeting. If you can do this,
please get in touch with me at the DeWitt Hotel.
Thanks for the items you recently sent for APPALACHIAN TRAILWAY NEWS. I will use
them in January. How did you like the Traveler item. I do not think they did as good a job as
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they could have on the reproduction, but it is quite nice, anyhow. Did you receive the three extra
copies I sent you? Possibly if you wanted more you wrote directly to Mr. Avery. I haven’t had a
chance to ask him whether he had heard from you about it or not. If you need a couple more,
please let me know.
I am looking forward to meeting you and discussing matters of mutual interest.
October 24, 1949. Marion Park to Richard Finley, Monson, Maine.
Dear Mr. Finley:
1 duly sent to you and to Milton Anderson the checks in the amount that you had indicated. We
have not yet had a chance to check over the work but we did not think it necessary to delay
matters, particularly since Mr. Avery said that the money was needed to get your auto-mobile
running again.
If you will look at my letter or Mr. Avery’s last letter, you will see that we asked for some
information with respect to the kind of tools, pruning shears and weeders which you had at
Monson. Will you please look at these letters and let us have the answers to these questions?
cc: Mr. John W. Clark
October 24, 1949. Myron Avery to F. H. Schoppe, Nahmakanta Lake Camps, Millinocket,
Maine.
Dear Mr. Schoppe:
1 sent you, a little while ago, a report from the Jewel Paint and Varnish Company to the effect
that the paint had been receipted for in 1947 and the receipt gave the name of the person who
signed for it. The name was unfamiliar to me and I thought that yon might be able to recognize
it.so that we could start tracing the paint, for it is obvious that we have three gallons somewhere
which we should recover.
If you can take time to let me know about this, we can follow the matter to a conclusion. I am
hoping that the net result will be final delivery of this item to you.
I was in the country north of Katahdin last week. It was very delightful weather. Down here it is
very warm, indeed, but I suppose it has gotten quite cool up north.
I would like to straighten out this paint matter and I would appreciate hearing from you.
October 24, 1949. Jean Stephenson to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Myron:
Here are the names of the new members of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club.
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Sidney Tappan
Marjorie Hooker
Louis Chorzempa, Wilton, Maine
G. Herbert Whitney, Lewiston, Maine
Percy G. Canham, 84 Harvard St., Auburn, Maine
I don't have Miss Stephan’s address with me so am sending them to you to pass to her to include
in the list she is typing. I do not have Mr. Tappan’s or Miss Hooker’s addresses here but think
she has them already.
Portland, 9 PM, Monday
I saw Mr. Nutting—spent an hour with him. Will give you the details when I see you. He was
quite outspoken about the bridge situation. Everybody approves but nobody wants to put up the
money. He still has hopes of getting some from the Contingent Fund but will have to wait a
couple of months before bringing it up again—thinks maybe you might find some means to help
with funds and between the clubs and his own and the Governor it may be done. He said the
Highway estimate was $1,200 or thereabouts. His men and Mr. Dyer thought $2,500, but then
they didn’t want to spend the money, so would naturally estimate high. The Highway Engineer
and he (Mr. Nutting) thought treated wood which would last around 30 years would be good
enough—it was foolish to talk of an all-metal bridge up there. The Chairman of the Governor’s
Council said he thought the estimate was too high as it was not necessary to use treated lumber—
a little creosote around the bolt holes would be good enough etc. etc. He had expected to be in
his office the day it was up so he could be called into the meeting of the Governor’s Council.
However they took it up before the date set and when he was away at an important meeting that
he couldn’t have cut even had he known it was coming up. He doesn’t know why it was taken up
early except they probably finished everything else and the Governor likes to get things off his
desk. Now the Governor has acquiesced in the thought that Contingent Funds should not be used,
so he has to wait and think of some reason to re-present it, etc. etc.
Mr. Greaton was away, but I had a 40-minute talk with Mr. Doucette—quite satisfactory.
Will give you full details on my return.
October 25, 1949. Roy Fairfield, Bates College, to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Myron,
Shall be glad to see you after we take Bowdoin, ie. on Sat. or Sunday!
It occurred to me that you might be willing to show your slides and talk about the A.T. on
Sunday after the business meeting, ie. if you have the time and feel the urge. I’m sure the Bates
“kids” would be appreciative.
Planning at least one trip in Nov. to fix the bridge in section 22 mentioned in carbon copy to you.
Also hope we can get through #20, for I can’t understand why the “lost party” had difficulty in
that section. It’s the only one I haven’t been over, but we’ve worked on it three or four times.
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Am looking forward to pleasant affiliation with the MATC.
Kindest regards. see you this week end.
October 25, 1949. Rock L. Comstock. 2239 E. Washington, Madison, Wisconsin, to Myron
Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Sir: I am a graduate student at Univ. of Wisconsin and this summer plan on finding
temporary work for the summer months. I have been on the Appalachian Trail both in N.H. and
in the Shenandoahs and understand there was some problem of trail maintenance.
I would be interested in such work in the New England area, Maine in particular, since that area
seems to be the section where work is most necessary.
I would appreciate it if you could give me an idea of what the chances are for summer jobs.
October 26, 1949. A. D. Nutting, Forest Commissioner, Augusta, Maine, to Myron Avery.
Dear Sir:
I am sending a copy of the estimate made by the highway engineer for the bridge across
Sourdnahunk Falls. I have discussed this with the Governor. He is very sympathetic toward the
project but thinks the money should come out of fire funds rather than from Governor and
council contingency. This makes it rather embarrassing to me because of our men in the field do
not think the bridge of sufficient forest fire value to warrant it being constructed. Part of their
reason is because they are short of equipment and would prefer to put it in on something else.
The Governor’s proposal was that we see if we couldn't help out with fire funds on part of the
cost. I haven't had a chance to talk with him personally on the matter. He wrote this in a note
after discussing it with the council.
Another thing that I would like to bring into the picture is that our field men believe that the
highway engineer's estimate is low. In talking with Mr. Wentzel I find there is no hurry in doing
the work. He says there is nothing that can be salvaged this fall that would be helpful. The job
can be done next spring as well as this fall, in fact he said if they could buy the planking with one
of the large bids it would help in the cost.
I expect to be in Orono on Sunday and would be glad to have you call me if I can explain this
matter any further. As I have told you a number of times I want to be cooperative.
cc: John W. Clark, Wm. H. Sawyer, Stanley B. Attwood, Roy F. Fairfield, Helon N. Taylor,
Lawson Reeves, Miss Marion Park, Miss Jean Stephenson, Seymour R. Smith

Octoer 27, 1949. Frederick S. Best, Berkely Heights, N.J., to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]

Dear Mr. Avery,
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Apparently during the last 5 years or so you have forgotten who made the Katahdin registration
cylinder. I want to remind you so I won’t receive any undeserved credit. George Helmke did it,
and the job is now in his expert hands—to be finished within the next 2 or 3 weeks—he says.
Because I have been “out” of hiking activities for the last six years I’m surprised that you could
remember me at all. I feel flattered that you could still find me of any assistance.
George and I both happen to work in the same building here at Murray Hill, N.J. (Bell Telephone
Labs.) so it was easy to arrange to get him to do the job. He wanted me to tell you that he will
repair the missing lug and will get a new and larger chain so it can be fastened to the post. Your
job will be to fasten the end of the chain to the post in some vandal-proof manner.
Fred Heitkamp and George Helmke both live within 2 miles of me and have new homes that
have just been built. Hope to see you again some day.
P.S. Helmke address P.O. Box 47, Gillette, N.J.
{Copy Dyer and Tappan}
October 28, 1949. Myron Avery to Roy Fairfield. [Hand-written]
Dear Roy:
A hasty note in reply to your air mail letter which I found at home last evening. I am leaving at
noon.
I think the time required for the meeting and the fact that I have to leave about 5 PM preclude
trying to schedule any showing.
However, Miss Stephenson who is to take up publicity matters has our Maine slides with her. We
are making up a lecture on Maine and she wishes to fill in the gap. She will be in Lewiston—
DeWitt Hotel—Saturday evening. You may wish to see her there.
October 29, 1949. Jean Stephenson to Lawson Reeves.
Dear Mr. Reeves:
Mrs. Jacobs has told me of your inquiry to her as to whether there was available a collection of
kodachromes on The Appalachian Trail in Maine, as distinct from the Katahdin collection and
that she had written you that there was none. As a matter of fact, we do have a collection, but it
was withdrawn from circulation before Mrs. Jacobs became Slide Custodian, because the last
user had so disarranged it that slides had to be re-mounted, some were ruined, and the matching
cards no longer were matched: In other words, it needed to be re-assembled.
Mrs. Jacobs and I have discussed the situation and we are now engaged in rehabilitating this
collection and in adding to it the slides received recently. I am not sure yet whether it will be
entirely complete once more, but think that it will. At all events, there will be approximately 100
good slides of scenes along The Appalachian Trail in Maine, all duly labeled.
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As you know, I am Publicity Director for the Maine Appalachian Trail Club. Now that the Trail
is in usable condition throughout, and the Club has been re-vitalized, I am anxious to get started
on some publicity. I have already arranged for certain exhibits, etc., and I would like to arrange
for some kodachrome showings, etc., by some of our members. It so happens that within the past
week it has become necessary for me to go to Boston and Portland, and to be in the latter city on
November 2nd, so I have arranged with Mr. Avery to be in Lewiston for the meeting he has
scheduled with the Trail maintainers on October 30.
I will arrive from Boston about 6:30 P.M. Saturday and will be at the DeWitt Hotel. I expect to
stay in Lewiston all day Sunday, leaving for Augusta on Monday morning.
I know of your interest in the Trail and the use you have made of the slides, etc., and I would like
very much to have an opportunity to discuss some phases of the publicity with you. I suppose
you will be driving down to Lewiston. Would it be possible for you to come a little before the
meeting, or plan to remain for an hour or so after it, so that we might have an opportunity to go
into some of these matters. If you will be able to do so, I suggest [Bottom of page cut off]
meet or whether you could call at the hotel prior to the meeting. Unless I have heard when you
are to be in Lewiston, I might make arrangements to see some of my friends in Lewiston or
Auburn at the time which you might prefer for our conversation. If I know when it will be
convenient for you, I will reserve that time.
I have planned quite a few things which I believe you will agree with, but on some I would like
to have your opinion, and one plan depends very much on your co-operation. So I hope that you
will find you can devote a little time, over and above the meeting time, to a discussion of some
of the possibilities and problems of publicity for the Appalachian Trail in Maine and the Maine
Appalachian Trail Club.
I forgot to say that I expect to bring with me the rehabilitated slide collection on Maine, and we
might have time also to see whether it will serve your purpose and what more might be needed to
make it available for general use,
MINUTES OF INFORMAL MEETING
OF THE MAINE APPALACHIAN TRAIL CLUB MEMBERS
Held at
Auburn, Maine, October 30, 1949
There was scheduled a meeting In Auburn on October 30th, 1949, of the Officers of the Maine
Appalachian Trail Club and others interested in maintenance work on the Trail in Maine. Instead
of the anticipated eight or ten persons, there were present 38 persons. Through the good offices
of Mr. Stanley B. Attwood, the meeting was held in the Auburn Public Library. Mr. Attwood
also arranged for a notable display of photographs of Trail scenes, beautifully labelled and
mounted.
The meeting was called to order by Myron H. Avery, Overseer of Trails, who stated that the
deadline for ballots for election of new officers was October 25 and that, although the formal
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report of the Committee had not been made, it was apparent that the officers selected by the
Nominating Committee had been elected. In view of the large assembly, he suggested that he
introduce each of those who had been nominated, indicating the office to which they had no
doubt been elected. As all present knew that Mr. Avery was the President-elect, it was taken for
granted that he should preside and no formal announcement to that effect was made.
The several officers were then presented and each arose as he was introduced. All officers were
present except Miss Marion Park, Treasurer, and Mr. Ben Hadley, member of the Board of
Directors.
Each other person present in turn then arose and introduced himself or herself and stated with
whom they had come to the meeting. Bates College, Maine Alpine Club and the Reeves group
from Dryden and Wilton each had about equal numbers present.
The President-elect described the change in the Club's Constitution, which had been made in the
past summer and outlined the two types of membership now available. It was agreed that a
suitable membership application form should be prepared and made available. He also
announced that stationery would be printed, as soon as the results of the election were announced
and that a supply would be forwarded to each Officer and Director.
There was considerable discussion of the situation with respect to the Cable Bridge over the
Penobscot West Branch at Nesowadnehunk Falls. It developed that the Forest Commissioner had
taken the matter up with the Governor and the Executive Council and had received approval in
principle of restoration of the Bridge but that the allocation of funds was a stumbling block. It
was agreed that the President should proceed to work with the Forest Commissioner to determine
some feasible method of getting the Bridge reconstructed before the hiking season in 1950.
Director-elect Helon N. Taylor outlined the situation in the Bigelow region. He stated that the
new lake at Dead River would not be filled until 1950 and that, when the flowage interfered with
the Trail route, he would do the necessary work in connection with the re-routing. In answer to
questions he stated that his present proposal was to skirt the edge of the flowage, which would
increase the length of the Trail by about two miles; he estimated that it would require only a few
days to do the necessary re-routing and that it would be cared for promptly at the proper time. He
also reported that the new firewarden’s trail on Mt. Bigelow was partly made. He told of
experiences with fire in the Dead River area, saying that there had been 43 major fires but that
Mt, Bigelow had not been affected.
Overseer of Trails-elect John W. Clark stated that he felt the most important project facing the
Club at present was to get the Cable Bridge reconstructed. He is planning to work with the
former Overseer of Trails during the winter to draw up a plan of Trail work, so that all sections
may be promptly cleared prior to the hiking season next year.
Director-elect William H. Sawyer suggested that, whenever re-routing was necessary,
consideration be given to selection of a route through conifers wherever it was possible, as this
would result in an improvement in the Trail and lessen the burden of annual maintenance.
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Director-elect Roy Fairfield reported on the section maintained by the Bates Outing Club, stating
that it had been entirely re-opened. He also said that plans had been made to rebuild the bridge
on Black Brook during the Thanksgiving Day vacation.
Mr. Shaw, President of the Maine Alpine Club, asked that the report of work done by that club
be made by Mr. P. G. Canham, Chairman of the Trail Work Committee. Mr. Canham then
reported that the section maintained by the Maine Alpine Club over Baldpate had been cleared
during the last summer and was now in good shape. He stated that the Frye Brook Lean-to would
need to be re-roofed next year and that the Club had this in mind. Mr. Fairfield commented that
55 members of the Bates Outing Club and two faculty members went over Baldpate two weeks
ago and found the section in good condition; he thought this comment might be of interest to
those maintaining it, i.e., the Maine Alpine Club.
Director-elect Lawson Reeves reported on the twelve and three-quarters miles assigned to him
for maintenance. He stated he was well pleased on the whole with the condition as compared
with the situation after the hurricane and during the war years. This year he has had some
assistance and, from Bigelow Village to the top of Sugarloaf, the route was well cleared. The
Sugarloaf Lean-to, as reported in Appalachian Trailway News, had been damaged by a fallen
tree, but plans were underway to repair it, possibly by this fall, and certainly by spring of 1950.
On the other side of Sugarloaf there is a draw or sag where for two miles the Trail is in bad
condition. He plans a trip in there the first thing in the spring.
President-elect Avery reported that, from Katahdin to Moxie Bald (150 miles), the Trail is open.
Following the Trail reports. Publicity Director Jean Stephenson outlined the comprehensive
publicity campaign which has been planned for 1950. It has three phases: (1) Maine newspapers
and publications of other outing clubs; (2) exhibit books for display by Maine Publicity Bureau
and at expositions, etc. and (3) a Maine Kodachrome slide lecture and posters to accompany such
a lecture. She stated that she, with the cooperation and advice of Secretary-elect Attwood, had
plans to care for the first type; that the President elect had arranged for exhibition of the books
and steps were being taken to prepare them; that in Washington the lecture and posters would be
prepared but she would need to call on members in Maine for slides and that members in Maine
would have to arrange for the places at which such a lecture could be used. She showed sketches
of the proposed exhibit books and of the proposed posters. In response to questions, she stated
that the collection and lecture would be available by the first of the year. She mentioned that Mr.
Reeves had already shown the Katahdin lecture collection to the Franklin County Fish and Game
Club and that he had plans for showing the new lecture. Mr. Reeves then said that he might
arrange for it to be shown before other organizations also. Some mention was made of other
types of clubs, such as Rotary, Garden Clubs, school assemblies, etc. The announced plans for
publicity met with approval and it was agreed action on them should be continued.
Mr. G. Herbert Whitney, of the Maine Alpine Club, was then called on to display his signs and to
discuss them. He has adopted a unique method of using the A.T. symbol, with a lengthened stem,
as an indication arrow when an arrow is needed on a sign. On a side trail, which is blue-blazed,
the arrow is blue although the lettering of the remainder of the sign is black.
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President-elect Avery reported on the continuous chain of lean-tos in some sections of the State
and the action taken which had resulted in the designation by the Forest Service of public
campsites at appropriate intervals in this chain. In time, by the designation of additional such
campsites, there will be a continuous chain of lean-tos or campsites throughout the entire length
of the Trail in Maine.
Secretary-elect Attwood spoke of the importance of developing more maintaining groups in the
State and particularly referred to the possibility of developing interest in the Outing Clubs at the
University of Maine, Bowdoin and Colby. Director-elect Fairfield offered to explore the
possibility of developing such interest at these places. Director-elect Reeves suggested interest
might be stimulated at the Farmington State College. It was generally agreed that additional
sponsors should be secured for Trail sections and that all officers should work toward this end.
After some further general discussion. on the maintenance and utilization of The Appalachian
Trail in Maine, President-elect Avery expressed the pleasure of the officers at the large
attendance and invited those present to remain to look at the Kodachrome slides brought by
Reeves and Miss Stephenson, which would be shown immediately after the Executive
Committee meeting. During that meeting he suggested that those present should view the Maine
Alpine Club photograph collection displayed on the Library walls, which had been prepared by
Secretary-elect Attwood. The meeting then adjourned.
Minutes Prepared by Jean Stephenson, Secretary pro tempore
THE MAINE APPALACHIAN TRAIL CLUB
LIST OF OFFICERS
1949
PRESIDENT

Myron H. Avery, 4531 - 45th Street, N. W,, Washington, D. C.
and Lubec, Maine

SECRETARY

Stanley B, Attwood, Box 165, Lewiston, Maine

TREASURER

Miss Marion Park, 1228 Eye Street, N.W., Washington, D. C.

0VERSEER OF TRAILS

John W. Clark, South Windham, Maine

DIRECTOR OF PUBLICITY Miss Jean Stephenson, 1228 Eye Street, N,W., Washington, D. C.
DIRECTORS

Prof, William H. Sawyer, Bates College, Lewiston, Maine
Lawson W. Reeves, Box 49, Dryden, Maine
Ben L. Hadley, Bar Harbor, Maine
Roy P. Fairfield, 23 Russell House, Bates College, Lewiston, Me.
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Helon N. Taylor, Eustis, Maine
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF THE MAINE
APPALACHIAN TRAIL CLUB, held at Auburn, Maine, October 30, 1949.
[Edited with numerous hand-written comments]
{You are to get this to Miss Stephenson so she can make necessary copies. You to see copies get
typed at Headquarters.}
Present: The following officers-elect--President Myron H. Avery, Secretary Stanley B. Attwood,
Overseer of Trails John W. Clark, Directors Roy P. Fairfield, Lawson W. Reeves, Will. H.
Sawyer, Jr., Helon N. Taylor, and Director of Publicity Jean Stephenson.
Mr. Avery announced that as soon as the Chairman of the Nominating Committee made his
report {to Club members}, stationary would be procured and furnished members of the
Committee.
He brought up the matter of the side trail to Mt. Abraham, and it was agreed that this side trail
{should} be put in. {It will} leave the Appalachian Trail near the trail to the {Spaulding Mtn.}
lean-to; and that when it was done Guidebook corrections would be furnished and data for signs.
{Mr. Avery stressed the necessity for maintenance if the trail were constructed so that Mr.
Reeves would not experience an additional burden. Mr. Taylor said he was sure that the Mt.
Abraham Watchman, who is to cut the trail, would maintain it.}
Mr. Avery proposed for membership as a maintaining member the following:
Sidney Tappan

Beverly, Mass., who has assumed maintenance of the Trail
from Katahdin to the Penobscot West Branch.

Marjorie Hooker

Washington, D.C., who has recently completed the new
edition of Map No. 4.

Mr. Reeves proposed for membership as a maintaining member:
Louis Chorzempa,

Wilton, Maine, who has done and will continue to do extensive
trail clearing in the Sugarloaf area.

Mr. Attwood proposed for membership as maintaining members
P. G. Canham

Auburn, Maine, Chairman, Trail work committee, Maine
Alpine Club

G. Herbert Whitney

Lewiston, Maine, who has furnished so many photographs of the
Trail area.
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It was moved by Dr. Sawyer, seconded by Mr. Fairfield, that these five be elected. {The
nominees were duly listed.}
There was a discussion of the new dues-paying {type of} membership. It was felt that the
majority of those who display interest should be invited to become such annual members. This
would include any members of organizations such as Bates Outing Club or other clubs who
would like to have an individual membership and interest. Mr. Clark referred to the fact that
many members of clubs in the Appalachian Trail Conference wished also to be dues-paying
members of the Conference, that interest was increased thereby, {and that the situation here was
analogous}. {Enclosures 2-Nov. 15}
There was a brief discussion of the procedure to be followed in electing new members, so that
there would not be too long a delay between application and acceptance. Mr. Clark moved that
the following procedure be adopted:
An application blank will be prepared and a supply furnished each officer. The
application blank would be signed by the applicant, endorsed by an officer and forwarded,
accompanied by check for the first year’s dues, to the Maine Appalachian Trail Club,
1916 Sunderland Place, N.W., Washington, D.C., where it would be duly processed.
There the membership card would be prepared and forwarded to the Secretary, Mr.
Attwood, for signature, and Mr. Attwood would then sign such card and mail it to the
applicant.
This motion was seconded and carried. {Members not endorsed by an officer will be submitted
for election at periodical intervals.}
It was agreed that there would be a meeting in Maine early next spring in order to plan Trail
work so that it could be completed before the hiking season started. After discussion as to
whether it would be best to have this in a town, or along the trail, it was decided that as it should
be in April, which was early for the Trail, a meeting would be held in town in April. At that time
it could be determined whether there should be another meeting, possibly in the summer or early
Fall, along the Trail.
The date of Sunday, April 23rd was set. Mr. Fairfield, on behalf of the Bates Outing Club,
extended an invitation that the meeting be held at Bates College. This invitation was accepted.
{The meeting will be duly announced.}
The meeting then adjourned.
October, 1949. Equipment at Clark’s (John W. Clark, R.F.D. South Windham, Maine)
Inventory October 1949 showed the following:
2 1949 style pruning shears sent from Lubec
1 box M.A.T.C. new style pruning shears (6) (Sent Sept. 1949)
1 box #1 M.A.T.C. new style Disston shears (6)
14 sets handles etc.
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24 qts. white paint (sent Sept. 1949) two or three cartons (See letter 9/17 from Clark re extra
carton of white)
4 qts. blue paint (sent Sept. 1949)
There is also some other equipment, for which we have no inventory. Particularly, there are
weeders there, but I have no record of how many.
Also, there are signs which Mr. Clark made for Lawson Reeves and others. These also should be
taken with the tools.
November 1, 1949. Lawson Reeves to Prof. Roy F. Fairfield, 23 Russell House, Bates
College, Lewiston, Mr. {Ans. 12/21/49}
Dear Roy:
There was so much activity Sunday that no one had much of a chance to talk with one another. It
was a very good meeting and much good will come from it.
The people from Wilton that I have talked with, and Helon Taylor, are of the opinion that the bylaws should be revised. They do not mean anything drastic or anything like that but feel that
either a committee should be appointed for this or that at some future date the directors should
give it some study and report to the meeting. From what I could gather, you felt the same way. I
will list what has been mentioned to me. You can give some thought and if you are in favor you
can mentioned it to Prof. Sawyer and Mr. Stanley Atwood when you have occasion.
1. There should be an article setting the time of an annual meeting. I.e. within say a two months
period.
2. The article regarding membership should be clarified. I feel that the fee for dues paying
members is so high that it will defeat its purpose. I believe that no attempt should be made to
keep the membership exclusive. A fee of $1.00 per year will bring in more money than $3.00.
Also it will make a larger membership list and create more interest. The qualification for
maintaining members should be set. If a man gives as little as one day’s work a year at the
current wages, he has contributed say $8.00. yet he is not eligible for membership while some
one who contributes but $3.00 is.
3. Officers should be elected by vote at the meeting rather than by mail.
4. While no restrictions should be made in regards to out-of-state residence; and while we do
greatly appreciate the assistance that has been, and is being given by out-of-state members; if we
are to progress we must do the work here in our own state, ourselves.
Any suggestion that I have made is in the spirit of progress. If the majority of the directors do not
see thing as I do, I will go along with them as thing are now.
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If you do contact the Farmington State Teachers College, and I can help you in any way, just let
me know.
Plans are in progress to have a booth at the Sportsmen's Show in Rumford next spring. More
details on this along in the winter.
The Franklin County Fish and Game Association have built their State Campsite on the Rangeley
Road about five miles this side of Second Sandy River Pond. At least we tried. I have been
working on them to get assistance on trail clearing. Mr. Arthur Hatch who came down with me
Sunday is one of their active members.
I heard yesterday that the lumber company has closed the road and sporting camp at Redington
Pond. I am checking on this for if this is so, it will affect my access there even more.
November 1, 1949.

Attwood, Stanley B.
Avery, Myron H.
Bailey, Harold B.
Beach, Bruce
Best, Frederick S.
Blackwell, Herbert S.
Boardman, Mrs. K. S.
Boardman, K. S.
Canham, Percy G.
Childs, H.E.
Chorzempa, Louis
Clark, Mrs. John W.
Clark, John W.
Comey, Arthur C.
Davis, Harry W.
Davis, Lyman
Dorsey, Miss Mary
Dyer, Harold J.
Fairfield, Roy P.
Fox, John P.
Giller, Miss Sadye
Gray, Roy A.
Griscom, Bronson W.
Hadley, Ben L.
Heard, Osborne 0.

LIST OF
MAINTAINING MEMBERS
of the
MAINE APPALACHIAN TRAIL CLUB
Box 165, Lewiston, Maine
4531 - 45th Street, N. W. Washington, D. C, and
Lubec, Maine
Bates Outing Club, Lewiston, Maine
110 Schoolhouse Lane, Ardmore, Pennsylvania
Box 37, R.R. #1, Berkeley Heights, N. J,
Stratton, Maine
6539 32nd Place, N. W., Washington, D. C.
6539 32nd Place, N. W., Washington, D. C.
64 Harvard Street, Auburn, Maine
335 Pleasant Street, Rumford, Rhode Island
Wilton, Maine
South Windham, Maine
South Windham, Maine
R.F.D. South Lincoln, Mass.
Monson, Maine
Monson, Maine
2001 Jefferson Street, Wilmington, Delaware
Supervisor, Baxter State Park, Sherman Maine
23 Russell House, Bates College Lewiston, Maine
440 Richmond Avenue, Maplewood, N. J,
2123 Bye Street, N. W. Washington, D. C.
New Vineyard, Maine
25 THE Place, Glen Cove, N.Y.
Supt. Acadia National Park, Bar Harbor, Maine
2940 Lowndes Avenue-, Baltimore, Maryland
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Heitkamp, Fred, Jr
Helmke, George
Hooker, Miss Marjorie
Hunt, Gordon
Hutchins, Fred L.
Hutton, Robert 0.
Jackman.
Leavitt, Prof. W. H.
Lord, Elwood
MacMullin, R. B.
Martin, George C.
Nutting, Hon. A.D.
Park, Miss Marion
Philbrick, Shailer G.
Pryor, Charles C.
Reeves, Lawson W.
Sawtelle. Clair
Sawyer, Prof. Wm. H.
Schairer, Dr. J. Frank
Schmeckebier, Dr. L.F.
Smart, Lloyd C.
Smith, Seymour R.
Sosman, Dr. R. B.
Stephenson, Miss Jean
Sterling, Ralph
Stobie, Hon. G. J.
Storey, Mrs. Adelaide
Storey, Elwyn E.
Tappan, Sidney N.
Taylor, Helon N.
Taylor, Mark
Thomas, Charles P.
Warner, Charles P.
Whitney, G. Herbert
Wight, Dan
Wilkins, Austin H.
Williams, Mrs. C. W.
Wing, Mr. Viles
Winter, Earland S.

235 Glenside Avenue, Summit, New Jersey
P, 0. Box 47, Gillette, New Jersey
4110 - 3rd Road North, Arlington, Virginia
Rangeley, Maine
Stratton, Maine
Forest Supervisor, Greenville, Maine
University of Maine, Orono, Maine
Monson, Maine
8249 Troy Avenue, Niagara Falls, New York
Caratunk, Maine
Forest Commissioner, Augusta, Maine
1228 Eye Street, N. W., Washington, D. C.
426 Walnut Road, Pittsburgh 2, Pennsylvania
3306 Shepherd St., Mt. Rainier, Maryland
Box 49, Dryden, Maine
369 ½ Beach Street, Saco, Maine
Bates College Lewiston, Maine
2801 Upton Street, N. W., Washington, D. C.
4401 Dexter Street, N. W., Washington, D. C.
Stratton, Maine
Box 713, Watertown, Conn.
117 West Dudley Avenue, Westfield, New Jersey
1228 Eye Street, N. W. Washington, D, C.
Caratunk, Maine
Commissioner of Inland Fisheries and Game,
Augusta, Maine
West Carry Pond Camps North New Portland, Maine
West Carry Pond Camps North New Portland, Maine
8 Conant Street, Beverly, Mass
Eustis, Maine
1705 Newton St. N. E., Washington, D. C.
6759 Eastern Avenue, Washington, D. C.
764 Rock Street, Fall River, Massachusetts
Lewiston, Maine
North Newry, Maine
Deputy Forest Commissioner, Augusta, Maine
Ednor, Maryland
Flagstaff, Maine
Kingfield, Maine

November 2, 1949. Richard T. Fairfield, President, THE MAINE OUTING CLUB,
Box 172 Administration Building ORONO, Maine, to Myron H. Avery, President,
Stanley B. Atwood, Secretary for the State of Maine Appalachian Trail Club, Inc.
Dear Sirs:
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Prior to the war, this organization had the honor of being responsible for the maintenance of a
portion of the Appalachian Trail in our State. [Not really correct. They were never assigned a
section.] It is the opinion of the group at this time that we would like to once again he allowed to
perform this service in collaboration with your organization.
We feel that the portion of the trail which we could best handle would extend roughly twenty
miles from the northern terminus at Katahdin as any other portion further southwest in the state
would pose too great a transportation problem. I would appreciate it if you could furnish us with
full particulars as to the present condition and the exact location of this portion of the trail.
We would like to plan a work-party for the week end of November 12 and 13 if this plan meets
with your approval so it is necessary that we have your response prior to our meeting Tuesday
November 8th if possible.
We are looking forward to working with your organization once again.
November 4, 1949. Lawson Reeves to Myron H. Avery.
Dear Myron:
Clifton Bradley of Reddington Pond Camps was in to see me today and I questioned him in
regards to the lumber operations there. He owned the buildings at the camp but not the land. The
lumber company gave him the choice of selling the buildings or moving them off. He sold out
and plans on joining the Forestry Service providing he can get stationed near Moosehead Lake
next summer.
The lumber company has not closed the road to the camp yet but do intend to, probably next
spring. They have cut the bushes on both sides of the road and hauled off the brush. They have
repaired one of the bridges and intend to repair the others to the Pond. They intend to bulldoze
the road so that the road will be much better than it is now. They have repaired the old barn and
will use it to store equipment.
The game warden will be given a key to the gate and can go in at any time. Bradley believed
that we could get permission to go in to work on the trail. The man to contact is Mr. J. S. Banker,
Kennebec Pulp and Paper Co., Augusta Me. I thought it would be best for you to write to him
and make the contact rather than for one of us, and then when spring does come we can make
arrangements to get the key.
This will restrict the use of the trail as people will not be able to stop at the sporting camps nor
reach the highway from the trail.
Bradley did not think it would affect the narrow gauge roadbed, unless the fisherman use it to a
great extent. The lumber company’s line extends about one and one half miles south of Oberton
Stream towards East Madrid, and they could also close that too if they choose. This is Mr.
Griscom’s jeep road.
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The road on Saddleback that I spoke to Mr. Fairfield about comes almost to Midway Pond or
about one mile from the Trail.
Bradley did not think that the lumbering would affect the Trail at all, at least at the present time.
Copies: John W. Clark, Prof. Roy Fairfield, Bronson W. Griscom, Helon Taylor
November 5, 1949. Air Mail. Myron Avery to Richard T. Fairfield, President, Maine
Outing Club, Box 172, Administration Building, University of Maine, Orono, Maine
Dear Mr. Fairfield:
I have just received your letter of November 2nd in connection with the re-affiliation of the
Maine Outing Club with the Appalachian Trail Conference and the Outing Club’s assumption of
responsibility for a portion of the Trail in Maine. Your communication is most welcome and it
will be a pleasure, indeed, to resume this affiliation. I can deal with the matter in my dual
capacity, as Chairman of the Appalachian Trail Conference and as President of the Maine
Appalachian Trail Club which is primarily interested in the maintenance of the Appalachian
Trail across the State of Maine. In view of your wish to have some response to present to your
meeting on November 8th, I shall be obliged to reply rather summarily to your letter but I will
be able to outline the situation to the extent that the Club can take action at that time. I am
having sent, as referred to later in this letter, Appalachian Trail literature so that copies may be
distributed to the officers of the organization with a view of affording familiarity with the
program of the Appalachian Trail Conference and, particularly, with the trail work in the State
of Maine.
In order to have this letter reach you by November 8th, I am having my secretary send it forward
by air mail as soon as it is transcribed. If, in my dictation, I have not made matters clear, we can
resolve any ambiguity at a later time.
Your letter comes at a particularly opportune time. On October 30th, we held at Auburn, Maine,
an informal meeting of individuals interested in the maintenance of the Trail in western Maine.
There were about thirty-five people in attendance and plans were made for a formal meeting of
the Maine Appalachian Trail Club at Bates College on April 23rd. Since all phases of the Trail
program will be discussed at that time, we hope that your Club officials will reserve that date
and that a large delegation from the Maine Outing Club will be in attendance at that time.
At the session last Sunday at Auburn there was some discussion of participation in Appalachian
Trail work in western Maine and Mr. Roy P. Fairfield, Director of the Bates Outing Club, 23
Russell House, Bates College, Lewiston, Maine, indicated that he would take up the matter with
representatives of the Maine Outing Club. Your letter is, therefore, very timely. I am sending a
copy of this letter, together with a copy of your letter, to the recently elected officers of the
Maine Appalachian Trail Club.
As you will see from the Conference's organization, which is described in Publication No. 5,
"The Appalachian Trail", copy of which will be sent to you, the assumption of responsibility for
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the Appalachian Trail in Maine will make the Maine Outing Club a Class "A" member of the
Appalachian Trail Conference as is the Bates Outing Club. Representation is determined by the
extent of trail mileage which each Club maintains.
During the past year, a very intensive program has been underway to eliminate the war-created
deficiencies of the Trail in Maine. As a result of the program, with very minor exceptions, the
entire 266 miles of Trail has been renovated, repainted and put in excellent condition. Thus, it
would not be a situation of where the Club would be taking over an area in poor condition,
requiring intensive work, but a matter of maintaining up to standard a section which has been
put in good order in 1949. We anticipate that our problem of the Nesowadnehunk Cable Bridge
restoration will be solved early in 1950 and, consequently, we are planning a very intensive
campaign for publicity and improved trail maintenance in Maine.
While the route in Maine has been reopened and standardized, there are several sections of
outstanding interest which are not assigned to maintaining organizations. Consequently, your
communication, as I have said, is particularly timely.
I refer now to the matter of the section of the Trail which the Club can maintain to best
advantage. Of course, the Club would wish a section where there are features of outstanding
interest with a mountain which would offer opportunities for exploration and has attractive
features. Subject to this qualification, I think that a study of the road map indicates the answer to
this question. If you will look at the Maine Highway Map you will see that the closest proximity
of the Trail to Bangor is in the vicinity of Monson where it is reached by roads going through
Monson, Blanchard and to Long Pond Stream. There is also a road from the outlet of Lake
Moxie to the trail crossing of Moxie Pond. This is best approached through Abbot Village and
Bingham; the road to the north from Shirley Mills to Lake Moxie is decidedly rough. These
roads break up the trail sections in the vicinity of Monson so that, except from Blanchard to
Lake Moxie, it would be feasible to work these areas from each end of the section in a one-day
trip, although long from Bangor. From Katahdin Stream Campsite to Yoke Ponds there is no
highway approach. The section of trail from Katahdin to the Penobscot West Branch is already
assigned to some one and reaching the trail between the West Branch and the first road at Yoke
Ponds means a two-or-three day trip with the necessity for carrying equipment, etc. For this
reason I think that the Club would find it could handle sections around Monson with maximum
efficiency.
Since the Trail has been standardized in 1949 and we would not have an opportunity to get to
you any tools, paint, or instructions in trail work, I would suggest that your trip over November
12th and 13th might best be devoted to an inspection of the areas which we think you could
handle to the best advantage. By that time we would be able to send to you the Maine
Guidebook. By the use of two cars covering each section you could make this inspection of the
sections during the fall. Your formal assumption of responsibility could he determined later.
To see which sections the Club could best handle, I would suggest the following program:
SECTION 10 (BODFISH FARM TO MONSON)
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Drive via Monson to Little Wilson Campground. Plant the other car at the Old Watson House
reached via Monson. In this connection, there are 8 miles of trail work plus three very
interesting and spectacular side trails. The first three miles of trail from Little Wilson
Campground have hardwood sprouts and require annual mowing. The west half of the section is
very easy to maintain.
SECTION 11 (BLANCHARD TO MONSON)
This is reached from the Monson and Blanchard end, respectively, and involves 3 miles of
maintenance with the only real labor being on the western half mile next to the Blanchard road.
SECTION 12: (BLANCHARD TO MOXIE POND – 16 Miles)
This has the most features of interest. It is reached from Blanchard on the east and by the road
from the outlet of Lake Moxie (five miles on the west shore of Lake Moxie). Moxie Bald is a
tremendously interesting mountain. This section is too long to cover completely by working
from each end but by staying at the firetower the center portion can be covered on a two-day trip.
I should indicate one thing about this section. About ten years ago there was a bad fire on the
west slope of Moxie Bald and there is a stretch of a mile where weeders have to be used during
the summer to keep the trail open. There are sporting camps on the east shore of the Pond and
when the days are longer a trip to the top of Moxie Bald from Moxie Pond would be a good
excursion for the Outing Club. We have had the trail, through the burned area, in past years,
mowed by the Forest Service but, henceforth, this maintenance will have to be cared for by the
Club.
Summarizing these sections, I think that the Club would find of greatest interest the section from
Blanchard to Moxie Pond. The firetower is closed now and it would be a long day’s trip to try to
get to Moxie Pond from Blanchard unless one made a very early start and traveled exceptionally
fast. So you may not be able to evaluate this section until the longer days of spring.
We think that the Club could render its best service and would find it of greatest interest to take
the section between Blanchard and Moxie Pond. What other sections, to the east, it could
examine would depend upon the amount of time it intended to devote to trail clearing.
There is one important aspect which I should emphasize. The Bates Outing Club cares for its 40mile section by a mass trip over Memorial Day or at the end of the school year. However, some
of these sections, particularly in the hardwood area, develop a growth of briars and sprouts in
the early summer and, to have a creditable trail, it is necessary to work out arrangements for
getting some work done during late July. The trip in May cares for the winter damage, gets rid
of the logs and puts the marking in good condition. I stress this aspect of the necessity for
clearing the summer growth which you will find emphasized in the trail literature.
We have a very excellent 16 millimeter colored reel which shows in great detail the techniques
of clearing the Appalachian Trail. The film requires about 30 minutes. We could send this to
you for the purpose of showing it at some meeting.
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In any event, when the Club gets underway on the matter of maintaining its sections, we will
need make arrangements to have you acquainted with the methods used, particularly in paint
marking. We could arrange this either through Mr. Roy P. Fairfield, or through Mr. John W.
Clark, Overseer of Trails in Maine, participating in one of your trips or your joining a trip with
the Bates Outing Club or with Mr. Clark.
Apart from being on the Trail in Maine, I am frequently at my home in Lubec during the year
and on some occasion, while passing through Bangor, I would have the opportunity to discuss
the matters with you and the officers of the Club. In the interval, I know that discussions with
Mr. Fairfield and with Mr. Clark will serve to acquaint you with the procedure. Supplies of paint,
markers, etc., would be furnished by the Conference. The Conference has for sale, at cost price,
the pruning shears for trail work of the type purchased by the Bates Outing Club.
We shall send you, to arrive within a few days, literature with respect to the Appalachian Trail,
which you can distribute to your officers. We will send you one corrected copy of the Guide to
the Appalachian Trail in Maine which you can use in checking the sections which I have
suggested that the Club assume for maintenance. The letter of 30 September, which was sent to
members of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club, will be particularly helpful in permitting you to
see the situation in Maine.
To summarize, I suggest the following:
1: Contact with Mr. Fairfield of the Bates Outing Club.
2: Examination of the suggested sections to determine what the Club can care for.
3: Attendance at the April 23rd meeting and arrangements for obtaining instructions in the trail
technique, marking, etc.
I have endeavored to cover these matters in considerable detail so that your organization would
have before it, at its meeting on November 8th, answers to the questions which we anticipate
will be asked.
We think that the Club will find the Appalachian Trail activities a most interesting feature of its
program and we shall look forward to your undertaking responsibility for a section of the Trail
in Maine.
I think it will facilitate matters if you will send a carbon of your letters to me to Mr. Fairfield
and to Mr. Clark (South Windham, Maine).
cc: Mr. Attwood, Mr. Clark, Miss Park, Miss Stephenson, Mr. Fairfield, Mr. Reeves, Prof.
Sawyer, Mr. Taylor, Mr. Hadley
November 5, 1949. Myron Avery to Forest Supervisor Robert G. Hutton, Greenville,
Maine.
Dear Mr. Hutton:
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We had, on October 30th, a meeting of the people who were participating in trail activities in
western Maine. We had thought that only a few would be in attendance but were pleasantly
surprised to have a group of about thirty. We are planning on a publicized meeting to be held at
Bates College on the 23rd of April.
Helen Taylor came down from Eustis and gave us the last word as to the developments (fires,
and all) in Dead River. He does not expect the trail to be flowed out until next summer.
We have heard from the Forest Commissioner as to the Nesowadnehunk Cable Bridge and it
seems to be a matter of where the funds are to come from.
Since you kept us fully posted as to the trail clearing on Mt. Bigelow I am wondering what the
final result was as to the Moxie Bald work. We duly sent to the Forest Commissioner the
additional $75.00. Since we have heard nothing as to the Moxie situation, I had thought that
perhaps plans might have miscarried so that you had to put the matter over until 1950. The
Maine Outing Club has Just sent in a request that it be assigned a section of trail in Maine. Mr.
Clark thinks that he is going to be able to arrange, during the winter, for maintenance and
sponsorship of Mt. Bigelow which will eliminate a problem.
1 know that the matter is one of labor and funds but I have wondered whether you had given any
thought to rebuilding the old lean-to in Bigelow Col which is near the watchman’s cabin. It is
about 16 years old and is not very serviceable.
I can imagine that you are relieved with the prospect of winter coming on and are wondering
whether 1948 and 1949 have set the pattern for Maine, as far as the fire situation is concerned,
for years to come.
We will be glad to know the developments on Moxie Bald. The 10,000 inquiries which the
magazine articles precipitated this summer are beginning to taper off and the people in the Trail
Conference here at Washington are looking forward to less intensified activities. We have solved
the mystery of the ski trail on Mt. Bigelow. It was a man from Kingfield who used a camp near
the place of the Parson’s trails.
cc:

Mr. John W. Clark
Mr. Helon N.Taylor

November 5, 1949. Myron Avery to Frederick S. Best, Berkeley Heights, N.J.
Dear Fred:
I have been in Maine and due to the accumulation of mail delayed is replying to your most
welcome note of October 27th.
You are quite right. There has been so much happen in the past five years that I think I did well
to be as accurate as I was. That is, that it was the New York trio — Best, Heitkamp and Helmke
of Nantahala fame--who were responsible for the super-cylinder. We miss their participation in
Appalachian Trail activities.
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George will forgive my error on the detail and we shall look forward to the return of the
renovated register. Considering its attractiveness as a souvenir, I think that we are very fortunate
that no one has attempted to tamper with it. We will have to fasten the chain to the post, as yon
write, with a longer chain.
1 am interested to hear that both you and George have new homes and, when your domestic
matters have settled down, we shall hope to see the three of you on the Trail once more.
We had a very pleasant meeting at Fontana in 1948. Things are progressing along the Trail
although. of course, there are always problems.
cc: George Helmke, P. O. Box 47, Gillette, New Jersey
November 5, 1949. Harold Dyer, Baxter State Park, to Myron Avery. [6-page hand-written]
Dear Myron:
I have been pretty lax in replying to your letter of Sept. 27th--have been up to my ears getting my
long overdue thesis completed. Yesterday I took the oral exam and completed the final hurdle.
Will be presented with the M.S. sheepskin in February.
My camp is being improved every day although progress is slow. We piece it together as funds
came along. It is beginning to shape up pretty good now.
I have been turning over in my mind your suggestion of re-checking the Katahdin Guide. As you
point out, it is a big project and would require considerable time. It is too bad that snow prevents
checking trail mileages and trail conditions as I have plenty of spare time through the winter.
Perhaps it would be best to say that if it is at all possible to work such a project into my normal
activities next spring, I will do it. This depends largely on what we schedule for work next
season being regulated by the temper of the legislature.
We are plugging pretty hard to get out of our present rut and have requested approximately
$49,000 for the next two years. What we eventually get is another matter. We are particularly
anxious to put in a campground at Roaring Brook to ease our problems in that area.
We finally brought enough pressure to bear against the State Highway Dept. to get action on our
road problems here. As a result the Roaring Brook road has been extensively improved. Most of
the wooden bridges between Togue Pond and Roaring Brook have been replaced with steel
culverts. Windy Pitch was repaired and surfaced to prevent further washing. Beyond there a
bulldozer pushed back both sides of the old road and gravel was spread to form a single car road
with turnouts as far as Avalanche Brook. From Avalanche to Roaring Brook the bushes were
pushed back from the ditch line and at Roaring Brook the washed out hill was repaired and
surfaced. I was able to use the bulldozer for a few hours to extend the parking lot so that it will
now hold about 2 ½ times as many cars.
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From the Togue Pond Forks towards Katahdin Stream the road was improved considerably by
pushing one side back and re-surfacing the road with gravel. This was done as far as the deadend road to Abol Deadwater.
I went over the N.W. Basin Trail in some detail and made minor relocations to avoid steep
pitches and wet spots as much as possible. This Trail was cleared by the AMC Trail Crew from
the Plateau to the second crossing of Wassataquoik Stream. I put Blue paint blazes on that trail
from the Plateau to and across Annis Brook. It was planned to clear (standardize) the North
Peaks Trail but insufficient time was allotted for the work. The Trail Crew plans to complete that
work next season.
If the weather permits we may make a big start towards opening the Abol Trail this fall,
depending on how soon we get snow. We have been busy cleaning up old buildings at
Sourdnahunk Field. All that remains now are Daisey’s Garages (the Old G.N.P. Co. Storehouse)
and a park patrol camp. This summer we completed a telephone circuit which gives the park an
outlet to Millinocket with lines connecting Chimney Pond and Katahdin Stream with
Headquarters here at Togue Pond. We handled more visitors than in 1947 and passed our mark
for 1940 setting a new all time high with every indication of a tremendous increase next season.
Baxter intends to increase the State’s holding this coming January with land in the T6R8 & T6R9
south of Trout Brook and west of Matagamon Lake excluding Trout Brook Farm and the Bangor
Hydro Dam Lot. Baxter also acquired the remaining Cassidy interests in T3R15 so that our total
acreage will be about 141,700.
The Bangor Hyrdo is to put a 5 foot head on Matagamon Lake soon. They are surveying the
flowage now. The Eastern Corp. has bulldozed a road to McCarthy [sic] Camp where they intend
to set up a Depot. The present camp on the North Branch will be torn down and moved there
when cutting is completed in that area. The road extension will be graveled next year and will be
passable by car. At the present time woods operations have been suspended. They made a big cut
this summer and will drive Trout Brook next spring. At Black Brook Farm where large holes
were made in removing gravel—this has all been fixed up and leveled off. The Webster Lake
road is still a winter road although it is passable for a “jeep” in dry weather.
Baxter is coming through here tomorrow and I may learn more of his plans to modify some of
the trust provisions covering the Park. He feels now as though he has been a little too strict in
some respects. In his visit a month ago, he had a few ideas which were expressed to me and I
made considerable criticism, particularly of the road situation to the north. I may have more on
this after his visit.
We expect to be able to work here until about Thanksgiving. I will probably move my family out
to Sherman Mills in about 10 days. They have had a grand summer here, but most everyone has
moved out and it is quite lonesome with me away through the day. We are always afraid of being
caught by a heavy snowfall after the middle of the month; so we don’t wait too long.
November 7, 1949. Roy P. Fairfield, Bates College, to Murray H. Stevens, Appalachian
Trail Conference, 1916 Sunderland Place, N.W., Washington, D.C.
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Dear Mr. Stevens:
With reference to your letter of September 30 our Outing Club council has voted to contribute
$5 to the Publication Fund. We realize that it isn’t much, but we hope that, along with our work
maintaining 40 miles of the Appalachian Trail, it will indicate a willing spirit.
November 7, 1949. Syd Walker, Skytop M-10, Syracuse, N.Y. to [ATC?]
Dear Sirs:
I have been informed by a former employee of yours that you employ young men to work on the
Appalachian Trail during the summer. I am eighteen years old and am now in my freshman year
at the New York State College of Forestry. Any information you are able to send me concerning
these jobs would be greatly appreciated.
November 8, 1949. Myron Avery to Honorable A. D. Nutting, Forest Commissioner,
Augusta, Maine.
Dear Mr. Nutting:
I have been somewhat delayed in replying to your letter of October 26th, with which there was
enclosed the estimate of the highway engineer for replacing the Cable Bridge at
Nesowadnehunk falls.
We had a very well attended meeting at Auburn on October 30th, where I had expected we
would have present only a few people who are interested in the maintenance of the Trail in
western Maine. I appreciated your having sent a copy of your letter of October 26th to Mr.
Attwood since it made available, for that session, an up-to-date statement of the situation.
Miss Stephenson, who has returned to Washington, has told me of her conversation with you.
As I interpret the situation from your letter and from what Miss Stephenson has said, no repair
work can be undertaken this fall and that you have in mind to take up again with the Governor
the particulars of financing. We are very much encouraged by the Governor's approval of the
project.
Plans for extensive travel on the Trail in Maine and the publicity which we contemplate in that
connection are, of course, dependent upon a reassurance that there will be a method of crossing
the Penobscot West Branch. Our 1950 Guidebook Supplement will be issued in February and I
hope very much that the situation will be sufficiently advanced so that we can say, at that time,
that the rebuilding of the structure has been authorized and that trail travelers can definitely
count on its availability.
In your consideration of the problem of financing the work, I would assume that there has arisen
in your mind the question of whether the Clubs in the Appalachian Trail Conference could be
asked to contribute toward the project. I have thought that it might advance matters and assist
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you in dealing with the project to say what I think the Clubs could accomplish. It is indeed
unfortunate that all the casualties — the Cable Bridge and the necessity for expending so much
money in 1949 through the Forest Service contract work and trail crew program — should have
developed in one year and thus have materially depleted our assets. Obviously, we would like,
as everyone else, to reserve our funds for essential activities which cannot be otherwise dealt
with. However, we feel that the situation is critical and, without the Bridge, the rapidly
increasing interest in the Trail in Maine may be completely deflated. If I could present the
matter on the basis of an assurance that the work would be undertaken as soon as weather
conditions warranted in the late spring of 1950, so that we can make a definite statement as to
the availability of the Bridge, I would undertake to obtain a contribution of $400.00, although
some of my associates may think that my State of Maine connections are causing me to be
unduly spendthrift with the Conference's resources, which should be parceled out over the entire
2,000-mile route.
This arrangement might enable you to present the matter in the near future on the basis of onethird of the estimate from the Contingent Fund; one-third from the Forestry Fund, with the
$400.00 contribution from the Trail Conference. I could, I am afraid, experience difficulty
unless I could set up the project for a very definite date for completion.
You will be interested to know that on my return to Washington I found a letter from the Maine
Outing Club asking that it be assigned a section of the Trail in Maine for maintenance.
We have scheduled a meeting of the entire Club for April 23rd at Bates College and, at that time,
we should have our maintenance plans and program well underway. We think that we have
found Trail sponsors for the Bigelow and Moxie areas. We have received several commendatory
reports on the Bigelow clearing.
Once again, may I say that the Conference is most appreciative of your activity in this matter
and what your participation has already accomplished in the way of obtaining the Governor’s
approval. We owe the progress made very directly to you.
Cc: Seymour H. Smith, John W. Clark, Wm. H. Sawyer, Helon N. Taylor, Roy P. Fairfield,
Lawson Reeves, Miss Marion Park, Miss Jean Stephenson, Mr. Stanley B. Attwood
November 8, 1949. Lawson Reeves to Emile Winter, Kingfield, Me.
Dear Mr. Winter:
Helon Taylor tells me that it was your group that made the ski trail on Mt. Bigelow. No doubt
you know now that the ski trail did brush up the Appalachian Trail for a short distance. We feel
that this was unintentional on the part of your group. The mountain is plenty large enough for
everybody to use.
In all probability you are familiar with the Appalachian Trail. This is a mountain footpath
extending from Mt. Katahdin in Maine to Mt. Oglethorpe in Georgia. In Maine there are 266
miles, to the New Hampshire Line. In the western section of Maine it crosses Bigelow, Sugarloaf,
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Spaulding, Poplar Ridge, Saddleback, skirts the base of Elephant, Baldpate, Old Speck, Goose
Eye, etc.
This trail is cleared and maintained by clubs and individuals, who take over a short section of a
few miles. I thought that perhaps your ski group might like to take a few miles on Bigelow to
maintain. This would give you a project for the summer time and help hold the group together
for your winter activities, and at the same time it would be a good turn that would be greatly
appreciated by the Appalachian Trail Club in Maine, The Conference furnishes the tools and
paint so that there is no expense on your part except for travel and food. if you would be
interested the matter could be referred to the Chairman and the Overseer of Trails. Should you
take a section to maintain, one of the experienced trail workers would go with your group on
your first trip so as to show you the standard methods that we use.
I have available a set of colored slides of places of interest on the trail which I would be very
glad to take to Kingfield to show to your group some evening this winter. There would not be
any expense for this nor would it place you under any obligation of any kind. We also have some
free literature which I would be glad to mail to you if you would care to read it.
I would be pleased to hear from you should you be at all interested.
Copy to: Helon Taylor, Myron Avery, John W. Clark
P.S. Perhaps we can turn this to our own advantage. Glad to hear of your progress in regards to
the boards for the lean-to, Helon. Let me know when you want us to come up. Myron, I am
getting along very well on the signs. Please send me instruction in regards to mailing addresses. I
have some lumber left over and will do as many of the Gulf Hagus (Hugas) signs as far as the
lumber goes. Would prefer to ship the signs now rather than to wait until spring.
November 8, 1949. Myron Avery to Deputy Forest Commissioner Austin Wilkins, Augusta,
Maine
Dear Mr. Wilkins;
I can well imagine that the approaching fall season, with a respite from the continuous siege of
forest fires, comes as a personal relief to you. Probably now you will have occasion to turn your
mind to other aspects of the Department's program.
I had understood from you that the Service was preparing to issue, in the near future, a booklet
listing the Campsites. You will recall that we furnished a list of the Campsites on the Trail which
were to be set forth in a separate category. I would appreciate knowing the expectation with
respect to the appearance of this booklet.
Mr. Whitney of Lewiston called to my attention, at our gathering of members of the Maine
Appalachian Trail Club on October 30th, that the lean-to on the Appalachian Trail on Frye Brook
on the Andover-B Hill Road was not designated on the new State Highway Map. There is a leanto, both in Grafton Notch and at Frye Brook, on the Appalachian Trail. In addition, there is a
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luncheon ground where the Trail leaves the highway to go up Old Speck. I wanted to make
inquiry as to whether your office furnished the information to the Highway Department as to the
location of these lean-tos or what steps we should take to have the correction noted so as to have
the matter correctly appear in the next issue of the highway map. If you are in a situation where
you can report the matter, we should be very much obliged.
November 9, 1949. Myron Avery to Bronson W. Griscom.
Dear Mr. Griscom:
I am wondering whether my various letters finally caught up with you so that they all make sense
as to our attempted meeting New York.
Our informal session at Auburn turned out to be most profitable. We had about thirty people in
attendance and got many projects and plans underway. We are planning a formal meeting at
Bates College on April 23rd, preliminary to the opening of the season for Trail maintenance. I
presume you have had a chance to check over the report under the date of September 30th which
will convey to you the present status of matters in Maine. The Governor has approved the
rebuilding of the Cable Bridge and it is now a matter of allocation of funds. We feel quite
hopeful that this difficulty will be overcome early next spring.
I expect, on my visit to New York in December, to make arrangements to see you. In the interval,
I would be glad to know if staying in New York for an evening, when we would have a gathering
of the local members of the Board of Managers of the Conference, is a project which would be
convenient for you.
I presume that you duly found the signs on your last visit to Phillips. We will be glad to know if
you require any others.
Mr. Helon Taylor, who came to the meeting, said that the flowage at Dead River will probably
not reach the Appalachian Trail until next summer. He also said that the local fire-warden was
most anxious to cut a trail on Mt. Abraham to connect with the Appalachian Trail at the
Spaulding Mountain lean-to. This, with your trail, would make three routes on Abraham.
If you will let me have an expression at to your convenience, I would be glad to adapt my
arrangements to meeting you in New York for lunch or in the evening in order to discuss these
matters of mutual interest.
Since I dictated this letter, I received the letter from Lawson Reeves of November 4th, in
connection with his interview with Mr. Bradley. This is in line with information which you
developed from the Kennebec Lumber Company and confirms the expectation that the
Redington Pond Camps will not be available next year. Mr. Reeves’ sending on this information
is very helpful. We try to disseminate information as to developments of this character among
the key trail workers in western Maine.
This development, of course, makes it imperative that we should note the situation in the 1950
Supplement of the Guide to the Appalachian Trail In Maine which we expect to have appear in
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March. I should he glad to have any suggestions from either you or Mr. Reeves but my thought is
to print the attached item in the 1950 Supplement to make this situation unmistakably clear. I am
sending a copy of this letter, with the enclosure, to Mr. Reeves.
Enclosure: Item for 1950 Supplement
cc: Mr. Lawson Beeves, Box 49, Dryden, Maine
November 9, 1949. Myron Avery to Lawson Reeves.
Dear Lawson:
I have had a tremendous volume of work to care for since our meeting of October 30th. I regard
the meeting as very successful and I was not only greatly surprised but most pleased at the
number in attendance. We are much indebted to you for all which you did to bring in new blood
and to get Helen Taylor down. That added a great deal to the occasion.
As soon as we can get to it, a letter will be sent to your friend, Mr. Louis Chorzempa advising
him of his election to membership.
I am wondering if we covered all the points which you had in mind and which you were talking
of just before the meeting. It seems to me that you had some question as to the stencils. I would
say that, as you will have seen yourself, the use of the large letters means that a very large board
is required so that it means a very heavy load in carrying these signs into the woods, apart from
the fact that the larger board probably means more breakage. On the other it may be that you find
that you cannot get any smaller stencils at all. In the light of our experience, I would suggest that
you check into the stencil matter to see if we can keep the size of the signs down to the size of
the board which you will have noticed elsewhere.
Let me know how you come along in the way of getting your signs made and keep Mr. Pryor
informed.
We will see you in April and, in the interval, I hope that we will have a great deal accomplished.
November 9, 1949. Myron Avery to Sidney Tappan, Beverly, Mass.
Dear Sidney:
It looks as if we are making progress on the Cable Bridge matter. The Governor has approved the
plan of rebuilding the Bridge and now the problem is which of the State’s agencies is to bear the
burden. I hope that we will eventually get over the hurdle.
We had a very pleasant informal session at Auburn about trail matters in western Maine on
Octeber 30th. We are going to have a formal meeting of the Club at Bates College on April 23rd.
I spent, in early October, three days in the country north of Katahdin and remeasured the Abol
Trail. This gave me an opportunity to see how badly the signs were written up on the summit.
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We plan to have these made this winter and to bolt them to the existing signs to save all the labor
of getting them off. I am sending you a copy of the letter about the repair of the cylinder.
I did not get up the Hunt Trail, as you know, when Seymour Smith went up. At the meeting at
Auburn, somebody told me of conditions on the Trail, which must have been before your work.
He said that there were a lot of down logs. As 1 remember, you took these all out. He also spoke
about the dense growth of bushes above the Bridge in the open section on the ridge. Seymour
Smith and his son went at these a couple of years ago with a weeder but this hobble bush grows
in badly. The major trouble (perhaps inspired by the discussion of the Cable Bridge) was that the
bridge over Katahdin Stream at the falls was in very bad condition and might go out. This was
news to me.
I thought I would pass this on to you so that you could let me know what your recollections are
as to these matters. As far as the bridge over the Stream is concerned, I would think that the
Rangers would fix it if anything is required there.
November 8, 1949. Myron Avery to Harold J. Dyer, Baxter Park Custodian Millinocket,
Maine
Dear Hal:
I have read your letter of November 8th several times, 1 am most appreciative of your pains to
write at length and bring me up to date on all of the occurrences in the Katahdin area. It makes
me fee1 as if I had actually been in the area this summer.
I am glad to know that you have completed the requirements for your Masters Degree. Are you
going to be content with this or is it to be more study and Doctor Dyer? For myself I hope never
to have to take another examination of any kind whatever.
I appreciate your reaction to the matter of checking the Katahdin Guide. Like you I regret that
the available time in winter cannot he utilized. If you find that you can undertake the activity,
fitting it into your other program would be a matter of your own arrangement. Our concern is to
have the work accomplished. 1 take it that you felt that the same basis as your Park employment
would be satisfactory. Our only conditions have to be of course that the project be confidential
and for our exclusive use. My thought would be that we would prepare for you a master
manuscript with the printed page pasted on a large sheet. You could write in minor changes.
Major inserts could have a number and appear on separate sheets. This I think would greatly
simplify the matter.
You have told me a lot about developments in the Katahdin area. Some of these should he
publicized because of the tremendous interest in the area. I am going to tell Miss Stephenson of
the subject matter of your letter and let her submit to you an item which would incorporate
materials such as the road and Trail developments.
The drive for $49,000 (which I take it is for two years) is a landmark in the State Park history. It
will need tremendous impetus. It means in principle a long-delayed recognition by the State of its
obligation to maintain and develop the area. The State is going to have to appreciate that the Park
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represents annual cost to it and that it is not acquiring all of this land without any expense. It is
going to take a tremendous effort I fear to get it across. I would think that the authorities would
want to initiate a publicity campaign of the needs. Getting a writer like Richard Hallet of the
Portland Sunday Telegram to do a feature story would be of tremendous help. He did a fine job
on an A.T. article a few years ago.
Now that I am a minority stockholder of the Eastern Corporation they will have to treat any
inquiry 1 make courteously--until they look up the record to see how small the holding is. 1 think
the gravelling next year of the road to McCarty Camp is a tremendous threat and I do not see
what will prevent linking it up with the Nesowadnehunk Lake Road to shorten hauling distance.
When this occurs you will have tremendous potential administration problems.
I hope you make some progress with the ex-governor on the point of the trust provisions. 1 don’t
quite see how he can go about to accomplish modification of the conditions imposed in the deeds.
The whole thing is unfortunate. It is unfortunate in that it ties the area down to requirements
which may be unsound as conditions change. The matter is the more unfortunate since his views
proceed from sentiment and general impressions rather than resting on sound and scientific
analysis. The whole thing is an illustration of the dangers in trying to control the future too
strictly and control through a dead hand. I know the points of concern which trouble you and if
he were to pass to his reward leaving all of these conditions unmodified the results could soon be
most unfortunate. The whole matter illustrates what the best intentions in the world may lead to
when one tries to lay down controls to operate for decades in the future.
1 have to be in Maine from time to time and if you know long in advance of any day that you
would be in Portland, Augusta, or Bangor, I might well be able to adjust my plans to see you. I
would like to talk with you.
I can appreciate your concern to avoid being caught in a snow storm. This has been a warm fall
here.
Our Trail progress in western Maine is looking up and we have several new section maintainers.
Plans for starting a small work crew from Daicey Pond next summer are promising at this time.
Remember us to Mrs. Dyer. I hope the youngsters are coming along well. Mrs. Avery is in
Doctors Hospital now. As this is her second major operation this year her progress is decidedly
slow. Bob is running on the Bowdoin cross country team. At that distance I don’t think he is
much slower than the old man. Magee hopes to use him on the quarter mile team for that is really
his distance.
We have had delay on the Katahdin slides but the A.T. collection will get into your bands one of
these days. One of our Trail workers in western Maine is using them before some fish and game
associations.
When your residence is completed, if you are going to use any part of it for an office or place to
deal with the public, let us know if there is anything of our material such as a framed map or
photograph, literature, you would like.
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In about three weeks I expect to commence concentrating on the new Katahdin map.
Again thank you for writing me to fully of all of the developments.
Dictated by Mr. Avery but written and sent out during his absence to avoid delay.
Copy: Miss Jean Stephenson
November 10, 1949.
PROPOSED ITEM FOR 1950 SUPPLEMENT TO GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN
TRAIL IN MAINE
SUGARLOAF-SADDLEBACK MOUNTAINS SECTOR
The 28 miles of Appalachian Trail between Bigelow Village and Maine Highway 4 were the
subject of intensive trail-clearing in 1949 which will be repeated in I950. This area traverses
Sugarloaf, Maine's second highest mountain, Spaulding and Saddleback Mtns., where several
miles of open ledge present some of the Arctic aspects of Katahdin. From Bigelow Village to
Orbeton Stream the Trail is maintained by Lawson Reeves and associates of Dryden, Maine.
From Orbeton Stream to the flretower on Saddleback Mtn., the maintenance is cared for by
Bronson Griscom of Long Island, New York and Phillips, Maine. The Bates Outing Club section
commences at Saddleback. There are four lean-tos in these 28 miles. The damaged lean-to on Mt.
Sugarloaf will be repaired in early spring through the efforts of Messrs. Reeves and Helon Taylor.
Previously, the Redington Pond Camps on Orbeton Stream afforded accommodations midway
this sector. These Camps have been purchased by the Kennebec Lumber Company which, in
1950, will commence lumber operations in the region. The road from Maine Highway 16 to the
Redington Pond Camps has been improved but is now barred to the general public and the Trail
is no longer accessible, by automobile, at Redington Pond. The Trail route will not, however, be
affected but there will no longer be accommodations between Bigelow Village and Maine
Highway 4.
It is anticipated that a blue-blazed side trail will be constructed in 1950 from the Spaulding
Mountain Lean-to to Mt. Abraham.
The traverse of these 28 miles will involve a pioneering camping trip through a little-frequented
section. It is particularly recommended for those who wish to traverse the most remote, wildest
and most rugged portion of the Appalachian Trail in Maine, At least three days should be
allowed for the traverse. Traverse of this section is particularly recommended to those qualified
to deal with the conditions to be encountered.
ACCOMMODATIONS
The Redington Pond Camps have been purchased by the Kennebec Lumber Company and
accommodations are no longer available at Redington Pond. See section. Sugarloaf-Saddleback
Mountains.
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The status of Antlers Camps on Lower Joe Mary Lake, the unexpected closing of which during
1949, inconvenienced Trail travelers, has not been determined. Hikers, staying at sporting camps,
should determine the situation in advance. Very satisfactory alternative accommodations can he
obtained through arrangements with Haynes’ Buck Horn Camps at the dam between Middle and
Lower Joe Mary Lakes, to be met by motor canoe at Antlers Camps or at the "sand beach”. A
return to the same point by boat permits the traveler to make the scheduled itinerary, using the
sporting camps. To avoid misunderstanding and unfortunate experiences, it is essential that very
definite arrangements he made as to the time of being met at Antlers Camps. Parties, who request
this service and fail to meet their commitment, must expect to compensate Buck Horn Camps for
the expense involved. Telephone messages can he sent to Buck Horn Camps from the sporting
camps on the Appalachian Trail on each side of Lower Joe Mary Lake.
THE MAINE APPALACHIAN TRAIL CLUB
The annual meeting of the Maine Appalachian frail Club will occur at Bates College at Lewiston,
Maine on April 23, 1950. Interested individuals will be welcome at the April meeting. The
Club’s Constitution has been amended so as to provide a dues-paying type of membership.
Applicants should forward an application with check ($3.00) to the Club’s Secretary, Mr. Stanley
B. Attwood, Box 165, Lewiston, Maine. The Club’s officers elected in 1949 are:
President:

Myron H. Avery
4531-45th Street, N.W.
Washington, D.C.

Secretary:

Stanley B. Attwood
Box 165
Lewiston, Maine

Treasurer:

Miss Marion Park
Conard Apts.
1228 Eye Street, N.W.
Washington 5, D.C.

Overseer of Trails

John W. Clark
South Windham, Maine

Director of Publicity Miss Jean Stephenson
Conard Apts.
1228 Eye Street, N.W.
Washington 5, D.C.
Directors
Prof. William H. Sawyer
Bates College
Lewiston, Maine
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Lawson Beeves Box 49
Dryden, Maine
Ben L. Hadley
Bar Harbor, Maine
Roy F. Fairfield
23 Russell House
Bates College
Lewiston, Maine
Helon N. Taylor
Eustis, Maine
November 10, 1949. Myron Avery to F. H. Schoppe, Nahmakanta Lake Camps, Millinocket,
Maine.
Dear Mr. Schoppe:
Since I have not heard from you, I suppose you have been very much occupied with the hunting
season. It was our arrangement, as I remember, that you were going to give me the language of
the notice you would like to have about registration. Since I have not heard from you and as I
want to move the matter along, I am sending you my idea as to the form of notice. Will you
make any changes or additions which you would like to have? My thought would be to frame
this in a waterproof glass frame and then to make some arrangement for a register cylinder to be
attached to the tree below the notice.
I would greatly appreciate your helping me check the paint situation by telling me whether the
quantity sent this year arrived and who was the person who receipted for the shipment in 1947.
This paint involves quite a bit of cost and we ought to be able to run down the 1947 shipment as
well as being sure that the 1949 supply duly arrived. If there are any expenses which you have
incurred in this connection we expect you to let us know.
Enclosure: Copy of "Notice" for Registration
MR. FRANK H. SCHOPPE, PROPRIETOR OF NAHMAKANTA LAKE CAMPS, EXTENDS
A CORDIAL INVITATION TO USERS OF THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL TO CALL ON HIM
AT THE CAMPS. ALL TRAIL USERS ARE REQUESTED TO REGISTER IN THE
ATTACHED CYLINDER, INDICATING THE NAMES OF THE PERSONS IN THE PARTY,
THE DATE, POINT OF DEPARTURE AND DESTINATION.
THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL CONFERENCE
WASHINGTON, D. C,
November 10, 1949. J. Frank Schairer, Secretary, Maine Appalachian Trail Club, to Mr.
Herbert Whitney, Lewiston, Maine.
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Dear Mr. Whitney:
I am writing to inform you that, by vote of the officers of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club, you
have been elected as a Maintaining Member of that organization.
You are undoubtedly familiar with the activities of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club, which is
devoted primarily to maintaining the Appalachian Trail across the State of Maine.
The Club has recently undergone several changes in its organization in connection with the reelection of officers.
The letter, which was sent to the Membership on May 9, 1949, sets forth the activities and
history of the organization and I had thought that it would be of interest to you to have a copy of
this communication. I am also sending to you a copy of a letter, dated September 30, 1949,
which includes reports on the Club's recent activities.
From a reading of the Constitution, you will appreciate that your election to membership is as a
result of your interest and activity in connection with the Appalachian Trail in Maine. We trust
that this interest and activity will continue and you may expect to receive all the future
communications issued by the Club.
Incl:

1: Cy ltr dtd May 9, 1949
2: Cy ltr dtd Sept, 30, 1949

November 10, 1949. J. Frank Schairer, Secretary, Maine Appalachian Trail Club, to Percy
G. Canham, 84 Harvard Street, Auburn, Maine.
Dear Mr. Canham:
I am writing to inform you that, by vote of the officers of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club, you
have been elected as a Maintaining Member of that organization.
You are undoubtedly familiar with the activities of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club, which is
devoted primarily to maintaining the Appalachian Trail across the State of Maine.
The Club has recently undergone several changes in its organization in connection with the reelection of officers.
The letter, which was sent to the Membership on May 9, 1949, sets forth the activities and
history of the organization and I had thought that it would be of interest to you to have a copy of
this communication. I am also sending to you a copy of a letter, dated September 30, 1949,
which includes reports on the Club's recent activities.
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From a reading of the Constitution, you will appreciate that your election to membership is as a
result of your interest and activity in connection with the Appalachian Trail in Maine. We trust
that this interest and activity will continue and you may expect to receive all the future
communications issued by the Club.
Incl:

1: Cy ltr dtd May 9, 1949
2: Cy ltr dtd Sept, 30, 1949

November 10, 1949. J. Frank Schairer, Secretary, Maine Appalachian Trail Club, to Louis
Chorzempa, Wilton, Maine.
Dear Mr. Chorzempa:
I am writing to inform you that, by vote of the officers of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club, you
have been elected as a Maintaining Member of that organization.
You are undoubtedly familiar with the activities of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club, which is
devoted primarily to maintaining the Appalachian Trail across the State of Maine.
The Club has recently undergone several changes in its organization in connection with the reelection of officers.
The letter, which was sent to the Membership on May 9, 1949, sets forth the activities and
history of the organization and I had thought that it would be of interest to you to have a copy of
this communication. I am also sending to you a copy of a letter, dated September 30, 1949,
which includes reports on the Club's recent activities.
From a reading of the Constitution, you will appreciate that your election to membership is as a
result of your interest and activity in connection with the Appalachian Trail in Maine. We trust
that this interest and activity will continue and you may expect to receive all the future
communications issued by the Club.
Incl:

1: Cy ltr dtd May 9, 1949
2: Cy ltr dtd Sept, 30, 1949

November 12, 1949.
TO THE MEMBERS OF THE MAINE APPALACHIAN TRAIL CLUB
By letter dated September 30th, 1949, there was sent to the members of the Maine Appalachian
Trail Club a detailed communication, enclosing the Constitution, Treasurer's Report and the
Overseer of Trails’ report. With that letter there was presented to the Club the Nominating
Committee's report and a form of ballot.
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The ballots have been returned and I am hereby advising Club Members that the candidates,
recommended by the Nominating Committee, have been elected as officers of the Club.
It is expected that, as a result of the change in the Club's Constitution, creating a dues-paying
type of membership, that the Club Membership will materially increase.
Further reports will be sent to you by the new officers.
A meeting has been scheduled. It will be on April 23, 1950, at Bates College, Lewiston, Maine.
This letter represents the completion of my duties as Secretary of the Club but I shall continue to
fellow the Club's progress with great interest and to participate in the activities of the
organization.
Sincerely yours,
J. Frank Schairer
Retiring Secretary
Maine Appalachian Trail Club
2801 Upton Avenue, N. W.
Washington, D. C.
November 12, 1949. Sidney Tappan, Beverley, Mass., to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Myron,
Your letter dated the 9th was most welcome as was another from G. Herbert Whitney of
Lewiston. I appreciate your keeping me posted concerning the trail and I marvel at your ability
to do so much to maintain it.
Of course I realize how important the Cable Bridge is to the trail and how deeply indebted we
all are to you for your efforts to get it rebuilt.
Mr. Whitney wrote about your informal meeting on the 30th of last month also. I was pleased to
hear that you got away for a few days earlier that month to the country north of Katahdin, and
that you remeasured the Abol Trail. Last summer I came down the Abol once and went up it
once.
I shall be interested to receive your letter concerning the repair of the cylinder.
In regards to your question about the Hunt Trail, I can assure you that there were several down
logs prior to our work this past summer. I cut most of them out myself and Jim Swain helped me
finish the job. We carried both the saw and the axe to the timber line and did a thorough job of
clearing the trail of both down and overhanging logs.
The condition of the bridge over Katahdin Stream just below the falls was at least fair. It has
weathered considerably since I first saw it seven years ago but it has been repaired presumably
by the Rangers so that it seemed to me adequately sound. Doubtless it requires repair each year
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since it is exposed to rather severe weathering and it is not protected by either paint or other
wood preservative. I did not get underneath it to inspect the condition of the long logs which
must carry the weight of the bridge and of those crossing it. Nor am I an engineer competent to
pass critical judgement of the soundness of such a structure. My son Peter and I thought it was
in better shape this past summer than it had been the year before.
As to the growth of bushes along the ridge above the falls, it is true that it is dense but there has
been sufficient travel through so that at least as far as I can recall they offer no obstacles to the
traveler. Jim Swain and I came down the trail directly following a heavy summer shower and we
didn’t get wet going through this section.
The small bridge over the brook at the clearing where the old Hunt trail comes in to the present
trail is almost useless. However, it presents no problem since the brook can be crossed quite
easily without it.
I hope that these recollections may be of some help to you. If you have other questions don’t
hesitate to ask for further information. Peter and I wish you and your family a pleasant
Thanksgiving.
November 12, 1949. Richard W. Finley, Monson, Maine, to Marion Park. [Hand-written]
Dear Miss Park,
Here is the information you asked for.
1. We used the cheap white paint in the area between Moxie Pond Dam and Blanchard.
2. We have two pair of the heavy old shears and three of the new lighter ones.
3. We have two weeders which have the wavy blade and three with the straight blade.
4. Yes, I have received the paint.
The paint which we had to buy has not been paid for as yet. They are on a bill in the store. The
bill reads 2 qts. white @ .75 a qt., 2 qts. brown @ .75 a qt. {To be paid Nov. 20}
If you need any more information just write me a letter and I’ll be glad to answer what I can.
November 14, 1949. Myron Avery to Lawson Reeves.
Dear Lawson:
Your letter of November 8th, to Mr. Emil Winter of Kingfield, Maine, apparently crossed my
letter to you in which I asked about the large stencils and the size of the board signs.
John Clark hopes to be able to induce two ski groups in Portland, which are looking for an active
summer program, to undertake some of the Bigelow maintenance. He was planning to press this
within the next month after the meeting at Auburn and we should know shortly what progress he
has made.
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Your letter to Mr. Winter was a very tactful way of telling him of his sins in messing up the
Appalachian Trail on Bigelow. I am asking Miss Stephenson to see that Publications No. 5 and
No. 17 go to him with the last issue of Trailway News. If he looks at that, he will have no doubt
as to the trouble which he has made for us on Bigelow.
Your postscript to me says that you are coming along very well with the portion of the signs
which you are to make. I have not had a chance to talk to Charles Pryor since the October
meeting but I hope that we will be able to get work underway during the winter. In order to tell
you where the signs should be sent, etc., I will need to have the numbers. If you will list what
you have finished, I will tell you how we can get them off your hands at this time, if you wish.
Miss Stephenson and I are working this week on the Maine Appalachian Trail slide lecture. We
will probably have about sixty slides of high-class quality at the outset and the lecture is one
which will be improved as we fill in the gaps. What we have will serve well enough for the
present.
I assume that you will write me about the signs and how large the completed boards are.
cc: John W. Clark, Helen N. Taylor, Charles C. Pryor, Miss Jean Stephenson
November 14, 1949. Myron Avery to Harold Dyer, Sherman, Maine.
Dear Hal:
We are having extremely warm weather down here. If it exists up north, it will be of great help to
you in finishing the Roaring Brook Job.
I have obtained a photostat of the corrected Katahdin sheet, which just came in. There seems to
be every prospect that it will be reissued next summer. It means that we shall have to revamp our
sketch map of the Katahdin trails.
I am being very much pressed with work of all kinds and have not yet finished revamping the
Katahdin Guide Supplement for the printer. I have left a space for the regulations which I hope
you will issue soon. After I get the Guide underway we will go to work in earnest on the map.
I suppose you duly received the photostats of the river surveys which I sent to you two or three
months ago.
I should mention the typewriter to which I referred. My younger boy has added typing to his high
school studies and is using the typewriter for practice. This means that it will not be available for
some time.
When you have any leisure, drop me a note as to how you are coming on with the making of the
big ones into little ones.
We had a most successful M.A.T.C. gathering at Auburn with about thirty people present. We
are planning a formal meeting In April.
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{Assume you will advise me of any balance due you on the shipments.}
November 15, 1949. Myron Avery to Roy Fairfield.
Dear Roy:
I sent you copies of the correspondence with the Maine Outing Club, which indicates that we
should make progress in that direction.
You told me that you intended to cover, this fall, the section between Maine Highway 7 [17] and
Maine Highway 4. I wanted to ask you to check word for word the correctness of the trail
description since this was the one link in the B.O.C. system where I did not have the opportunity
to check the Guidebook in 1947.
cc: Mr. John W. Clark
November 15, 1949. Myron Avery TO THE OFFICERS OF THE MAINE
APPALACHIAN TRAIL CLUB
I think that all of the formalities with respect to the election of the new officers in the Maine
Appalachian Trail Club have now been completed.
A letter, dated November 12th, has been sent to all of the membership. I am enclosing for use of
the officers, a list of the members, including those elected on October 30th. We anticipate that
the number of dues-paying members will be materially increased during the coming year.
A meeting for April 23, 1950 has been definitely set. Miss Stephenson has her publicity
campaign underway. The Overseer of Trails is at work on his 1950 program with special
attention to the point of securing additional trail maintaining groups. The affiliation of the Outing
Club of the University of Maine is the first progress in this connection.
Enclosures:
1. List of Members as of Nov. 1, 1949.
2. Minutes of the Meeting of the Board of Directors at Auburn, Oct. 30, 1949.
3. Minutes of the Meeting of the M.A.T.C. at Auburn, Oct. 30, 1949
November 16, 1940. Roy P. Fairfield, Bates College, to Richard Fairfield Maine Outing
Club, Orono, Maine.
Dear Richard:
Mr. Myron Avery, Pres. of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club, has informed me that you are
interested in maintaining a section of the AT in the northern end of the Trail. In fact, he has sent
me copies of your letter to him and his to you.
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I had hoped that we might have the pleasure of talking about this sort of thing if and when our
two organizations met to discuss winter carnival, but perhaps it is better that you volunteered for
service on the trail. At this time, however, I’d not only like to extend an invitation to your group
to attend the meeting on our campus for next Spring, but I’d also like to say that we should be
very happy to help you in any way that we can.
With every good wish for success in your undertaking…
November 16, 1949. Roy P. Fairfield, Faculty Adviser, 23 Russell House, to President,
Farmington Outing Club, Farmington, Maine
Dear Sir:
As you probably know, the Bates Outing Club maintains forty miles of Appalachian Trail
between Saddleback Mountain and Andover B-Hill Road. As a maintaining member of the
Maine Appalachian Trail Club and Appalachian Trail Conference, we are very much interested
in extending the membership to include such organizations as yours. I do not know how your
Club is set-up nor whether or not you would be interested in affiliating yourselves with the
Appalachian Trail, but I would hope that you might be interested in learning more about the
Trail and perhaps desire to become a member of the larger organization. If you are, would you
be interested in having a delegation come to Farmington sometime this winter to talk about the
Trail? Washington headquarters are now preparing a set of slides showing various aspects of
the 266-mile Maine section; and, once this is available, we should be very happy to bring them
with us. I should be glad to talk about the Trail myself; or if you preferred, one of our members
could do it. I have spent a great deal of time on the Trail during the past two years, but several
members of our Club are extremely interested in the project.
If you are interested, please write and we’ll make more definite arrangements when the slides
can be procured from Washington, which would be sometime after the first of the year.
November 16, 1949. Bronson W. Griscom to Myron Avery.
Dear Mr. Avery:
Thank you for your letter of November 9th. Your letters did catch up to me, including the one
sent to Glen Cove, Maine, and I am glad that there were no unfortunate results from this. I only
wish Glen Cove was in Maine.
I finally got up to my place for a few days in mid October and, as usual, had a fine time, in the
course of which I shot my first partridge. On the way back I stopped in to see Mr. Lawson
Reeves whom I had never met, and he is a fine gentleman. I am only sorry that I could not make
the Auburn meeting.
I am delighted at the prospect of seeing you in New York next month. Just give me as much
advance notice as possible so that I can work it in my program. I already have some rather
important engagements in New York City during the month and would like to avoid any conflict.
In this connection, it would be easy enough for me to attend an evening session as I can always
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drive home late at night or stay in New York if necessary. My usual rule is to stay in New York
if I think that I am going to have too much to drink, but I do not imagine that our conference will
be a very riotous one.
I found the signs when I arrived at my place in Maine but Mr. Reeves seems to think that there
are still one or two missing. We are going to check on this next spring.
I am very pleased that we shall finally have a trail from Mount Abraham to the Appalachian
Trail. This will give me a good round trip from my own place and will incidentally provide a
very direct route to Caribou Pond where I understand the fishing is out of this world.
I think that the attached item for the 1950 Supplement covers the ground but I do have one or
two additional thoughts which can probably wait until next month. Briefly, my main thought is
to mention the possibility that a hiker could walk down the railroad track and be met somewhere
near my place. Also a person owning a jeep or a small tank or even a Model T Ford, plus a driver
for such a vehicle, could be met at the lumber camp near Redington. This is the way I usually
arrange my own trips. I start at one point on the trail and get some one to meet me at another.
Now, before we make mention of the possibility of driving in over the railroad track at my end, I
think we should discuss it for this reason: the lumber company may not be very keen on having
the section of track which they own used by the general public. They indicated that they did not
mind my using it but were leery of a lot of fishermen and outsiders doing so. I just hope that they
will not close off their part of the road. However, even if they do, one can still drive to within
two miles of the lumber camp.
My other brief thought is that my neighbor, Maurice Roderick, has a place above me and is a
guide, and might be in a position to put up Trail users. We ought to ask him about it before using
his name but he does take guests and he does have a perfectly frightful evil-smelling old Ford
that somehow manages to get in and out, to and from Redington. My thought is that on certain
occasions he could meet a party somewhere along the line and then drive them to his house and
put them up. However, this may all be too complicated and not a very good idea.
{Mr. Clark: Please return to me. M.H.A.}
November 17, 1949. Lawson Reeves to Charles Pryor.
Dear Mr. Pryor:
In early fall I promised Myron Avery that I would help make some of the needed signs for the
Appalachian Trail in Maine.
It was agreed that I should start at the N. H. end and work east and that you would start at the
Katahdin end and work west. Tonight I will finish stenciling those that I planned on doing, or
those beginning with Sec. 9 sign #128 through 8ec. 24 sign #296, also a new sign for #245.
I have enough lumber left over to do six or eight more signs. Do you want me to do the Gulf
Hagas signs or would you prefer me to continue working east beginning with sec. 8. sign 102
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and work backwards? You will note that the sign list states that the Gulf Hagas signs can be
deferred. I do not have any metal for signs 89-90-91 and would leave these for you anyway.
I will wait until I hear from you before I proceed.
The stencil cutting machine that I used made a one inch letter so that the boards are 20 inches
and 30 inches long, also a little wider. The letters show up even better than the 3/4 inch letters
and it makes a good looking Job. I gave the boards three coats of white, sanding between all
coats. I find that the black letters do not smut at all and I doubt if it will be necessary to cover
them with wax paper.
I have not got the bill for the lumber yet but it was all clear, straight grain white pine; better than
really necessary. I expect it will be very high price. However, there was no waste at all.
P.S. to Myron: Helon Taylor has bought the boards for the shelter roof and has hauled them to
Bigelow Station where he has stored them in one of the buildings. He is now getting the paper
and nails. He has secured a team to haul it in, so I expect it will be hauled in very soon. It will all
depend on the weather whether we get the roof on yet this fall or have to wait until next spring.
We would prefer to do it this fall if possible.
{Mr. Clark: Please return to Avery.}
November 17, 1949. Myron Avery to Warren Ricker, Troutdale Camps, The Forks Post
Office, Maine.
Dear Mr. Ricker:
Dr. Schairer, who cared for sending the Trail paint out, has sent me the enclosed postcard from
the Express Office indicating that the paint, which I had sent in for Trail use, had not been
delivered. I suppose it was due to the fact that no notice had reached you since the shipment was
addressed to me. Accordingly, I am enclosing a letter, addressed to the railroad express office,
requesting that they deliver the paint to you.
I presume that you will be at the express office at some time or can arrange, without
inconvenience, to have the paint delivered. If there is any expense in this connection, we would
appreciate your advising us so that we may reimburse you.
I suppose that you are very busy with the hunting season now. When you have time, we will be
glad to hear what has happened in that area since our visit.
I have not had final word as to whether the Forest Service did all the Trail clearing. If they did
not do it this year, they will, of course, have to care for it next year. We will also be interested to
learn whether the town was opened to beaver trapping.
Enclosure: Ltr. to American Express Company.
November 17, 1949. Myron Avery to American Express Company, The Forks, Maine.
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Dear Sirs:
Will you kindly deliver to Mr. Warren Ricker of Troutdale Camps, or to anyone named by him,
an express package containing paint, addressed to me in care of Troutdale Camps?
Mr. J. Frank Schairer, the shipper, recently received a post card advising that the item had been
undelivered. We had expected that Troutdale Camps would be notified and that they would have
received delivery of the item.
This letter will serve as sufficient authority for Mr. Ricker, or his designee, to receipt for the
package addressed to me.
November 17, 1949. Myron Avery to Sidney Tappan.
Dear Sidney:
I have read, with great interest, your letter of 12 November and 1 appreciate the detailed
information which you have given me.
1 had thought that all these matters had been cared for but it was advisable to be positive on the
point.
The condition of the bridges is one, however, which I hope you will bear in mind to look at each
year so that we can avoid, if possible, a repetition of the Cable Bridge situation. I feel very
encouraged over the Nesowadnehunk Cable Bridge. The Governor and Council have approved,
in principle, its being rebuilt as Mr. Whitney probably told you. The present problem is from
which source the fund should come, the Contingent Fund or the Forest Service Fund. I anticipate
that a contribution from the Trail Conference will be productive and 1 have offered to undertake
the burden of this if we can be assured of a definite date of the work being gotten underway next
spring. The bridge is an absolute essential for us. We feel quite confident that this problem is a
thing of the past.
I am having sent to you a copy of the notice of our informal meeting which was attended to an
extent far beyond my expectation. Wo have listed a formal meeting at Lewiston for April 23rd of
next year. In the interval, I think that we will have built up considerable interest in the Trail in
Maine and have obtained a good deal of publicity.
I sent you a copy of a letter, which indicates that the cylinder will be repaired. I am pressing the
sign maker to complete, in good season, the signs required for the summit which we plan to bolt
to the existing signs to save the labor of removal. The present signs were written up and damaged
much more than I had expected. Perhaps it was simply the result of increased use after the war.
We have had no word whatever from Swain since the letter which I sent to you. We can put on
the asset side, as far as his account is concerned, our making contact with you.
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We shall, of course, continue to be in touch with you through the winter as matters develop and I
feel that the next few months will witness very substantial progress in Maine.
November 18, 1949. Myron Avery to Bronson W. Griscom.
Dear Mr. Griscom:
I have read, with, greatest interest, your letter of November 16th and I am delighted to know that
the arrears in correspondence have been eliminated and that all y communications have caught
up with you.
Our informal meeting at Auburn was attended to an unexpected degree and was most productive.
I shall send to you, as soon as they are transcribed, the minutes of the meeting.
The Governor and Council have approved, in principle, the restoration of the Cable Bridge over
the Penobscot West Branch. The problem now is which fund is to stand the expense with each
state department pointing to the other. We shall probably have to help to accomplish the final
results. It does look as if our major problem in Maine will be solved early next spring.
I appreciate what you have said as to your availability in New York and I shall not make any
plans until I can give you sufficient advance notice. Sometimes my trips are necessitated on short
notice and, in view of the rush at the end of the year, it may well be that the matter will go over
until early 1950. The burden rests with me, however.
Our records show that we sent to you a copy of the Maine master sign list so that you can
determine if there are any other signs which require replacement. I would assume that Mr.
Reeves’ reference to missing signs must be the ones at the lean-to for we sent the signs to go at
Orbeton Stream and I know that at Saddleback Fire tower, where the Trail goes down to
Saddleback Camps, the new signs were put up by the Bates Club. With Redington Pond Camps
closed any sign on the blue trail directly to the Camps would be misleading and we would not
need it now. I suggest that if you find there are missing signs you give Mr. Reeves the numbers
next spring so that he can care for the matter.
We will have an opportunity to discuss your suggestions with respect to the 1950 Supplement
when I see you. I appreciate your thought of facilitating trips and willingness to be of assistance.
However, arrangements for being met near your house might produce complications and it would
be a strenuous walker who could make the trip in one day and walk down the railroad track far
enough to be met by car. The lack of accommodations at Redington Pond might reduce travel but,
on the other hand, the featuring of this section as the wildest and most difficult in Maine may
stimulate a certain type of travel. Efforts to provide substitute accommodations or a method of
approach from the south might not he too successful and defeat the character which we are trying
to publicize for this section. I do think that there would be a disadvantage in publicizing the
suggestion of driving in over the railroad track from your end when the company is closing off
the north end. I understood Reeves suggestion for getting in with respect to trail work to relate to
the approach from the north which would be handled directly. All in all, you may conclude that it
is just ae well to leave the impression that there is now no access to Redington Pond by road.
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If you learn of any further developments, such as the area to be lumbered or the information
which we are publicizing in the 1950 Supplement, I would appreciate your letting me know.
I appreciate your communications and, in due course, we will have the pleasure of meeting at
New York.
cc: Mr. John W. Clark
November 18, 1949. Roy P. Fairfield to Colby Outing Club.
Dear Mr,.`Lyford,
We were particularly pleased to receive a copy of the Colby Outing Club News Letter and to
learn what you people are doing by way of activity. We intend to get out a stellar bulletin and
shall see that you get a copy.
My particular purpose in writing at this time is to enquire whether or not your organization
would have any interest in becoming affiliated with the Appalachian Trail project. As one of the
Directors of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club and as faculty adviser of the Bates OC, which
maintains 40 miles of the AT, I am interested in getting as much participation as possible. If you
people are at all interested in affiliation with this project, possibly we could have a joint BatesColby meeting to discuss it. Washington Headquarters are making up a set of slides to illustrate
various aspects of the trail; possibly we could bring these along, although they will not be
available until after the first of the year.
Hoping we may hear from you on this matter...
November 18, 1949. Jean Stephenson to John W. Clark
Dear Mr. Clark:
The enclosed extracts from letters I have had from Lawson Reeves will be of interest to you.
I am also sending you a copy of my reply. While it is not in my province, I thought it might not
be amiss to call his attention to the fact that his activity in trying to organize groups throughout
the State, on his own, might conflict with something you or others might have underway.
November 18, 1949. Mrs. F. H. Schoppe, Millinocket, Maine, to Myron Avery. [Handwritten]
Dear Mr. Avery:
I just came out from camp today. Frank asked me to write you. He is sorry he couldn’t have
written before. We have the paint here and will take care of it, but the paint that was lost some
years ago we can’t seem to have. As far as we know it was delivered to Millinocket safe. Frank
said some one must have taken it as we can’t find any trace of it at all.
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EXTRACT FROM LETTERS FROM LAWSON REEVES, DRYDEN, MAINE, to JEAN
STEPHENSON.
November 16. 1949.
“I have contacted Mr. Winter of Kingfield, who cut the ski trail on Bigelow to see if his group
would maintain the trail on Bigelow. I offered to show his group the trail slides that I have. I
have not heard from him as yet.”
"I am endeavoring to organize an outing club here in Wilton. We are having a meeting Sunday
night. If this is successful, it will benefit me and the M.A.T.C. as the organization will sponsor
the maintenance of my section, instead of me as an individual."
November 16, 1949.
“Have not had any response from the Kingfield group. I will endeavor to make a contact with an
organization in Bingham, Me., when the new M.A.T.C. stationary is printed. Towns in western
Maine that we should make contact in are: Bingham, Phillips, Rangeley, Rumford and maybe
one or two other smaller ones."
"P.S. Helon Taylor informs me that he has bought the boards for the Sugarloaf Shelter and has
stored them at Bigelow Station. He is securing the roofing paper now and has a team engaged to
haul it in. It looks as tho we will get that project cleared up by early spring, if not this fall."
November 19, 1949. Roy Fairfield to Jean Stephenson.
Dear Miss Stephenson,
It was good to have the opportunity to meet you at the Auburn meeting three weeks ago. I was
very much interested in your plans to publicize the Maine section of the Trail. Shall be very
happy to cooperate in any way possible, I have already contacted Farmington State Teachers and
Colby, asking if they would be interested in our bringing a Bates contingent to discuss the Trail.
Am hoping we may get some concrete aid from these two sources. If possible I should like to
reserve the set of slides you are making for February 2 through the 5th. This will not only cover
our Winter Carnival at which we should be able to work up some interest, but it will also enable
us to make arrangements to use them at some of the local clubs concomitantly.
Perhaps I was doing a bit when you mentioned just how you intended to send out press releases
to the various papers, but it occurred to me that you might work up a list of people who might be
willing to go about and speak on the trail. You could then refer to those people when you sent
out the release and thereby eliminate the necessity for a lot of middleman work.
My home town is Saco, Maine in the event you want to use my name in any release to the
Biddeford Journal or Portland Press Herald.
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Please let me know if our group can help you.
November 21, 1949. Murray H. Stevens, Vice Chairman, The Appalachian Trail
Conference, to Roy P. Fairfield, Bates College Outing Club.
Dear Mr. Fairfield:
On behalf of The Appalachian Trail Conference, I wish to express our thanks for your club’s
generous contribution to the Publication Fund.
November 21, 1949. Myron Avery to John W. Clark.
Any progress with respect to the Bigelow Trail assignment? My lack of reply from Hutton leads
me to infer that the work on Moxie may not have been done and if we can press to get it
accomplished early in 1950, by reason of the default, we may be very much to the good. Let me
know of developments. I expect to be in Portland in December.
November 21, 1949. Myron Avery to E. W. York, Daicey Pond, Millinocket, Maine.
Dear Junior:
We are rewriting sections of the Katahdin Guide. I thought you told me that your spring was the
McMillen Spring. Dyer thought it was McLain. Here is a chance to get it in the Guide if you will
fill in the appropriate distance on the cut-off from Thoreau Spring. We will try to get it on the
next issue of the map.
Dictated by Captain Avery but written and sent out during his absence.
November 21, 1949. Myron Avery to Lawson Reeves.
Dear Lawson:
I have received a copy of your letter of November 17th to Charlie Pryor.
Your letter gives me enough information to deal with the matter of your disposal of the signs that
you have accumulated.
Let me say that on the basis of our experience, no matter how dry and hard the black lettering
seems, there is some smutting resulting from the rubbing of the boards and their contact.
Consequently, unless you want all your good work to be very much impaired, I strongly
recommend that you use some form of plain paper (but not newspaper) for separation.
This would be the mailing directions for the signs:
SECTION 9. NOS.
128
130

TO:
Mr. Earl W. Perham
c/o Chairback Mountain Camps
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136
137
138
139
140
141
151
155
SECTION 10. NOS.
157
159
160
161
165
167
SECTION 11. Nos.
171
172
173
SECTION 12. Nos.
175
176

Brownville Junction, Maine

M. H. Avery
4531 45th St., N.W.
Washington 16, D.C.
Richard Finley
Monson, Maine

Richard Finley
Monson, Maine
Richard Finley
Monson, Maine

I have sent Richard Finley a note requesting him to pick up the signs and keep them with the
Trail tools. All of the localities involved are reached by car and I suppose that we could give him
instructions and pay him something to put up the signs. However, there is always the chance of
error and if Mr. Clark has in mind being in this section, he may want to countermand the
instructions to send them to Finley and have them sent to him and put them up himself in order
to assure that the job is done right. We will hear from Clark on this.
SECTION 12. Nos.
181
182
SECTION 17. Nos.
231
SECTION 24. Nos.
290 to 296

M. H. Avery
% Troutdale Camps
The Forks, Maine
John W. Clark
South Windham, Maine
*These present a problem because they will have to be
installed by somebody who is going to Grafton Notch and Old
Speck. I think, unless Clark indicates to the contrary, the best
idea would be to send the Section 24 signs to him.

I take it that Charlie Pryor will reply to your letter and probably suggest that you work backward
from Section 8 and that he will finish the remainder during the winter.
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I am most anxious that we complete and install in 1949 all these signs which are listed on the
August 1949 revision of Page 49. By starting early, we should have sufficient time to accomplish
this before our meeting in Maine in April.
I am much interested to know that you are making so much progress with the rebuilding of the
route of the Sugarloaf Mountain lean-to.
My last letter commented about the difficulty of carrying (if there are many) the large board
signs which result from using the one-inch lettering. Fortunately, most of those (except Section
9) go up the highway and eliminate this problem.
cc: Mr. Charles H. Pryor, 3306 Shepherd Street, Mt. Rainier, Maryland; Mr. John W. Clark
South Windham, Maine
November 21, 1949. George W. Proctor, Jr., Monadnock Blanket Mills, Marlboro, N.H., to
Appalachian Trail Conference.
Gentlemen:
While at a Sporting Camp on your trail I saw a map of your issue called “Katahdin to East
Branch” and I would like to buy a copy of this map, and as a matter of fact I would like two of
them if they do not cost too much. Please tell me where I can buy these maps or tell me how
much money to send you so that you can send me the maps.
[Response on letter by Marion Park:] Write note, advising map is out of print at the present time
but is being prepared for re-issue, probably in the spring and that he would be advised when it is
available.
November 22, 1949. Marion D. Whooley, Assistant Editor, Rangeley Record, Rangeley,
Maine to Jean Stephenson. [Hand-written]
Dear Miss Stephenson:
Thank you kindly for your letter of the 12th instant. Please be informed that we shall be pleased
indeed to use any article you may wish to send about the Appalachian Trail. It would be of
particular interest due to the fact that we have a portion of the trail in our own back yard, so to
speak.
We of the “Record” have done all in our power to promote trail blazing in this vicinity during
the vacation period here in our resort area. The results have been encouraging.
Length of the article may be from 2-3 thousand words. We shall be glad to use a picture
providing your office will send either mat or cut. All material must be received not later than
Dec. 15.
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30,000 copies of the Mid Winter edition are to be sent out to every state in the union and will be
distributed at Sportsman Shows in Boston, New York and Phila.
May I hear from you at your earliest convenience.
November 22, 1949. Myron Avery to Charles H. Pryor.
You told me that you had a role [sic] of stencils. Would you check these and telephone me as to
whether you have the stencil for the large sign at Chimney Pond, No. 2?
We shall have to replace this next year and it would save a lot of time if we can use the stencil.
We could bring the old boards out and use them again.
November 22, 1949. Myron Avery to Lawson Reeves.
Dear Lawson:
This supplements my letter to you dated 21 November. Since dictating that letter, 1 have talked
with Charlie Pryor about the sign situation. Charlie bad received your original letter of
November 17th. He is very much concerned over the matters.
Unfortunately, Charlie has experienced a series of happenings which have curtailed his activities.
During the summer, it was a matter of a leg injury which greatly restricted him. As a result, he
did not get as far as he expected with sign making in 1949. Just now he is experiencing over-time
and week-end work which will continue indefinitely and leaves him with no free time at all. He
is anxious, as are the rest of us, to complete during 1950 the matter of the missing signs, and
called me to discuss a program. Since he cannot operate for some time to come he was most
anxious that you continue to work on the signs to the extent that you can do so during the winter.
Charlie said that he would most definitely undertake to make the signs for the post on the top of
Katahdin and that he would obtain the metal and make the signs which are designated as metal
signs. You commented on not having the necessary metal. In addition, I am asking Charlie to
make the board sign which is marked No. 1 and goes at the end of the Roaring Brook Road since
the present sign was broken by blasting in connection with the new campsite which is being built
there. This commitment means that Charlie would definitely make his routed, new type signs for
Nos. 1, 3, 4, 5, 6, and 7. Knowing Charlie as I do, we can consider these as made and available
for installation 1950. I would suggest that you leave until the very last the Gulf Hagas signs since
these are least important.
It looks like a long, snowy winter for Maine and, in view of our anxiety to clear up, once for all,
this sign project, I hope that you will find it possible to undertake to do all those signs except the
listed ones specifically reserved by Charlie.
The signs for the eastern section go up in the woods where there is involved the matter of
carrying heavy board signs. Consequently, I am suggesting that, even if you have to use the oneinch letters and cannot get smaller stencils, that you do what is possible to move the lines closer
together, etc., so that we will not have such a load of timber to struggle with.
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I do not need to remind you of the necessity for proof-reading the stencils. Our experience in the
past has shown that it is very disconcerting to find an error on a sign when one starts to put it up
in the field and to have no means of correcting it.
These signs for the eastern end will have to be mailed to the Sporting Camps and, since they will
be closed down very shortly for the winter, I am afraid that you will have to hold on to some of
them through the winter for mailing in the spring. As you progress, I can give you the necessary
directions.
I do hope, with Charlie’s non-availability, you can arrange plans to complete the work.
I have one item of good news. Yesterday we finished work on the lecture for the Maine slides
and compiled the collection of some 90 slides which are very representative. I was most
agreeably surprised at the high photographic quality of the collection. The ones which were
shown at Auburn were sub-standard and have been eliminated. Unfortunately, Miss Stephenson
did not have with her then the reserve Katahdin and Maine slides, which really round out a very
interesting collection. You can be assured that the Maine lecture will be of the same quality as
the Katahdin material. I was greatly pleased with the outcome. It is, however, very necessary to
have a high-powered lantern or a high-powered globe in the lantern—otherwise these slides will
not show to good advantage.
cc: Mr. Charlie H. Pryor, Mr. John W. Clark, Miss Jean Stephenson
November 22, 1949. Myron Avery to Jasper L. Haynes, Buck Horn Camps, Norcross,
Maine.
Dear Mr. Haynes:
I duly received the map which you returned. I appreciate your checking it. I noticed that the
major change was in the location of Little Tumbledown Dick Pond and the obliteration of two
ponds on a stream flowing into Upper Joe Mary Lake. We may have some trouble in obliterating
the ponds. I was more concerned about the correctness of the trails since you made so many
changes over what we had on the old map. As you had not changed those, I assumed that we
were fairly correct on the trail situation.
The maps will be used early in 1950 and we shall be very sure to send you some to put up in
your Camps at the time when we issue the Supplement to the Maine Guide.
You will be interested to know that nothing has been heard from Swain since you last saw him.
In preparing our 1950 Maine Guide Supplement, we are telling travelers that you can meet them
at Antlers Camps or at the sand beach. In this connection I am wondering if there have been any
developments in the way of the sale of the Camps. I know if there had been anything that you
would know and would advise me. I wish that you would bear in mind to pass on to us word as
to any developments, even including your friends at Rainbow and Nahmakanta.
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It is still warm and pleasant down here but I imagine that very soon you will be changing
pontoons for skis on the plane.
Please remember me to Mrs. Haynes and tell her that I still recall those very excellent meals and
that we shall be back for more next summer.
Enclosure: Addressed return envelope
November 22, 1949. Myron Avery to George W. Rear, Rainbow Lake Camps, Kokadjo,
Maine.
Dear Mr. Rear:
I do not want to seem to make inquiry into personal business matters but while I was at Rainbow,
you talked to me at some length as to the possibility of the mortgagee’s instituting proceedings
against you. I assume that, with the lapse of time, you know definitely where you stand and
whether you will operate next year.
I would like to know the situation since we are issuing the 1950 Supplement to the Maine Guide
and would want to know who would be at Rainbow, apart from having in mind the matter of
moving the Rainbow lean-to which you discussed with us.
I think that things will be worked out shortly in the way of the repair of the Cable Bridge.
I hope very much that matters are well under control and that your difficulties have disappeared.
I shall appreciate hearing from you.
November 22, 1949. Jean Stephenson to George W. Rear, Rainbow Lake Camps, Kokadjo,
Maine.
Dear Mr. Rear:
In my former letter I said that the Treasurer of the Maine Appalachian Trail Club had been asked
to send you a check immediately. Recently I found that the Treasurer was out of town at the time
and her mall was forwarded, but she says that she never received the letter asking that the check
be sent, and did not know anything about it until it was mentioned to her recently in asking if she
had heard from you as to the work done, as no one else has. So the result Is that the check was
not sent.
I assume that something came up so that your plans for the work were changed, as otherwise, in
view of my letter, you would have written me when you did not receive a check. However, I
thought I had better check with you about it. Maybe after all you came to the same conclusion as
Mr. Avery, that is, that it was so late in the season that the work would not be very productive.
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I had, however, stated in the change to the Maine Guidebook that we were getting ready for the
printer, that the work you intended to do was to be done, and I would like to change that
statement if it is not a fact. So I would like to hear from you about it.
Were your men able to do any work at all on the Appalachian Trail? If so, please let me know
exactly what they were able to accomplish. You will recall that I said it was not desired to have
any painting done, but any clearing would be a big help. Please let me know at once whether
anything was done and if so, what. You will remember that we needed a specific account of the
work to support the voucher for the payment, so if work was done, please send us that and let us
know the amount. In view of the silence on your end when the check did not arrive, I assume that
the full program was not accomplished, but if anything was please write me immediately.
November 22, 1949. Myron Avery to David Godfrey, Williams & Heintz, Inc.,
Lithographers, 220 Eye Street, N.W., Washington, D.C. Dear Mr. Godfrey:
In keeping with our telephone conversation, I am enclosing a print of Map No. 4, showing the
corrections to be made, that is the trails to be inserted and the trails to come out. The corrections
are in the northeast corner with one in the center. There are encircled some ponds in the southern
part of the map which, if they could be taken out so as to leave the stream, would be an
improvement. However, if any alteration would affect the appearance of the stream, we will pass
this up.
1 am anxious to have eliminated the blot which appears above the "trestle" in the lower part of
the map. In the upper right-hand corner at Foster Campground and on the right-hand side the
triangle is to be inserted within the square.
I understand that you will send to me and to Miss Marjorie Hooker, at 4110 - 3rd Road North,
Arlington, Virginia, a vandyke of the change so that we can check the situation.
Will you have these same changes made on the drawing boards as on the negatives? I am
enclosing (please return) a folded No. 4 Map showing the tabs and punched holes. We would
probably order half of the maps in this style and half without the tabs.
Please call me if there are any questions.
cc: Miss Marjorie Hooker
Enclosure: No. 4 map
November 23, 1949. Austin Wilkins, Deputy Forest Commissioner, Augusta, Maine, to
Myron Avery.
Dear Mr. Avery:
I have been away on two weeks’ vacation and this is my first opportunity to acknowledge your
letter of November 8.
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One of our winter projects will be to completely revise our campsite, luncheon ground folder.
We did provide some of the information on existing camp sites to the Highway Department to
be located on their maps. This winter we will sit down with the Highway Department and
carefully check all the luncheon grounds and camp sites and attempt to bring everything up to
date,
We will take care of your references in your letter of November 8.
November 28, 1949. Myron Avery to Deputy Forest Commissioner Austin Wilkins.
Dear Mr. Wilkins:
I am glad to have your letter of November 23rd and to note that you have been able to obtain a
vacation. The fire season In Maine must make it extremely difficult for you to get away at the
time when it would be most pleasant.
I am very much interested in your statement that one of your winter projects is to revise the
Campsite and Luncheon Ground folder. What you write suggests that perhaps I could mention to
much advantage at this time one of our unsolved projects on the Appalachian Trail in Maine.
As you will have noted from our recent literature, with our meeting at Auburn, we have
underway plans for extensive publicity for the Trail in Maine and eliminating the unfinished
links. This is conditioned upon being able to solve the problem of crossing the Penobscot West
Branch, where we hope progress has been made.
There is one defect in the trail system in Maine. An individual, using the Sporting Camps, can
go across the State in twenty-six days and find a Sporting Camp for each day’s travel. We had
originally hoped to have a dual system through the use of lean-tos. It is quite apparent that the
lean-to chain cannot be completed for several years but, as you will recall, Commissioner
Rendall designated certain places where individuals, who are camping, should stop and where
any non-resident would not be in danger of violating the Maine Guide laws. The areas where
these problems now exist lie between the Penobscot West Branch and the Kennebec River. The
lean-to chain is unbroken from the Kennebec to Mt. Mooselauke in New Hampshire.
We will send you, as soon as it is received from the printer, a copy of the new edition of our
Lean-to Publication which lists the existing structures, that is the lean-tos and campsites for the
entire Appalachian Trail. We strive to have these about 8 or 9 miles apart.
We have learned from sad experience that it is necessary to forego very desirable locations for
these structures on the shores of lakes since they are taken over by fishermen, who often reach
the area by plane, create a considerable nuisance of the structure and cause much vandalism.
The lean-tos at Rainbow Lake and at East Carry Pond are very sad examples.
It occurred to me that, prior to the publication of this folder, would be the proper time to discuss
with the Forest Service the matter of the addition of the needed campsites to the chain which
would complete the list. This would serve to concentrate camping along the Trail in these
particular localities.
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1 have thought that it would advance matters if I were to indicate certain localities which can be
identified by reference to the Maine Guidebook. To complete the chain in Maine, we would
need the following:
Distance From
Katahdin
17.5

Locality

39.76

Sand Beach, near Rainbow Lakes Camps
(Proprietor wants to have lean-to moved
to avoid nuisance at present site.

Guidebook
Section

Page

3

183

Potaywadjo Spring

5

195

50.86

Cooper Brook Falls

6

195 (First
Revision 1947)

60.26

East Branch Tote-Road

7

203

68.61

Junction of Trail to West Branch Camps
and White Cap

8

209 (First
Revision 1947)

107.06

Old Monson Stage Road (9.75)

10

228

120.83

Breakneck Ridge

12

234

This leaves us with something of a gap around Monson and Blanchard but as these are
organized towns, I do not know how to approach the matter.
It would, of course, be very simple if I were able to be in Augusta to discuss the matter with you
and with Supervisor Hutton, in whose territory I believe these proposed localities lie. While we
have been controlled in selecting sites by distance limitations, we have tried to avoid localities
where there is any fire hazard due to lumbering and sites which would he the base of operations
by fishermen. For instance, a structure at the Old Dam on the East Branch of Pleasant River
would he most desirable but it has too many disadvantages as a fishing center.
We would like very much to complete this project and, in view of the preparation of your
booklet with a separate listing of lean-tos and campsites on the Appalachian Trail, I have
thought it preferable to write about this matter now rather than deferring it until I am next in
Augusta after which the book may have been printed. I would be glad to supply any further
information as to localities if they are not readily recognizable.
I have thought that it would advance matters to send a copy of this letter to Mr. Hutton.
cc:

Mr. Robert G. Hutton
With copy of incoming letter:
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John W. Clark
Miss Jean Stephenson
Herbert Whitney, Lewiston
Helon Taylor
Lawson Reeves
Roy P. Fairfield
November 28, 1949. Lawson Reeves to Myron Avery.
Mr. Myron Avery:
I have sent by parcel post signs #151 and #155 to your address at Washington and #231 to John
Clark as requested by you. Inasmuch as I am not sure whether or not the Chairback Mountain
Camps and the Troutdale Camps will still be open now that hunting season is over this week, and
that I have not heard from John Clark in regard to those of sections 10, 11, and 12; whether to
send them to Finley, maybe it would be better for me to hold on to them until the meeting in
April, at which time I could take them to Lewiston with me and deliver them to John Clark in
person. I should think that the fire warden on Old Speck would put up the Grafton Notch signs
for us.
These three signs that I have mailed are the larger size. You will note that the large letters do
make a larger sign. It was one of the things that I spoke about in Auburn last Oct. That was why I
took the stencils with me so as to show the size. I also delayed buying the lumber until you had
seen the size. Of course, the size can be reduced slightly. I got the 3/4 inch boards as I doubted
the l/2 in. boards would stand up under the wider width and length. If the monogram was used
instead of the letters A.T.C. one whole row or 1-1/2 inch in width could be saved. I will refrain
from proceeding until I hear further from you. Should you still want me to continue, I am willing
to finish those that Mr. Pryor has asked to be relieved of. Inasmuch as most of the signs do not
have to be carried any great distances, and that after this year the annual replacement will be
small the problem is not as great as may seem. I put up #240 at Bigelow and the larger letters
makes a much better highway sign.
I talked with Emil Winter's mother at Kingfield last Saturday and at present he nor his group are
not interested in any trail maintenance. So that is cleared up.
Last Saturday, Louis Chorzempa and I put the rafters and board roof on the Sugar loaf lean-to.
We did not have time to put on the roofing paper. Also, it was too cold for roofing. We will not
put the paper on until next spring now. I assume that Helon Taylor sent the bills for the material.
Since the party that I was dickering with in Stratton to get the material up there wanted about
four times what Helon got it done for, you can see why I would not approve it. This shelter is not
strong as a result of the smash-up and will not stand up for a great number of years. However, it
will last for a few more years. You can announce that it will be ready for use in the spring.
I am enclosing the expense for the signs to date.
cc: John Clark, Helon Taylor, Roy Fairfield, Jean Stephenson
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FILE: 3 copies to be filed with the Maine Sign File at Headquarters.
November 29, 1949. John W. Clark, Overseer of Trails, to Richard T. Fairfield, The Maine
Outing Club, Box 172, Administration Building, Orono, Maine.
Dear Mr. Fairfield:
I have received copies of the correspondence between you and Mr. Avery of November 2 and 5.
It would be impossible to add much by means of correspondence to Mr. Avery’s very complete
letter. However, perhaps a personal discussion would help to work out some of your questions.
A rather interesting set of slides on the Appalachian Trail in Maine has been prepared and will
be available very soon. I suggest that I bring the slides to Orono some week day evening and
show them to your group. At this time it would be possible to discuss matters of trail clearing,
sections of the trail available for assignments, etc.
Probably it would be more convenient to arrange the showing after the Christmas holidays —
sometime in January perhaps.
November 29, 1949. Myron Avery
TO THE OFFICERS OF THE MAINE APPALACHIAN TRAIL CLUB
I think that all the formalities with respect to the election of the new officers in the Maine
Appalachian Trail Club have now been completed.
A letter, dated November 12th, has been sent to all the membership. I am enclosing, for use of
the officers, a list of the members, including those elected on October 30th. We anticipate that
the number of dues paying members will be materially increased during the coming year.
A meeting for April 23, 1950 has been definitely set. Miss Stephenson has her publicity
campaign underway. The Overseer of Trails is at work on the 1950 program with special
attention to the point of securing additional Trail maintaining groups. The affiliation of the
Outing Club of the University of Maine is the first progress in this connection.
Enclosures:
1. List of Members as of Nov. 1, 1949.
2. Minutes of Meeting of Board of Directors Held at Auburn, Oct. 30, 1949.
3. Minutes of Meeting of M.A.T.C. Held at Auburn, Oct. 30, 1949.
November, 1949.

MAINE APPALACHIAN TRAIL LECTURE

This evening we shall make, on foot and by Trail, a journey through one of the finest sections of
the Maine wilderness. Our trip, which will last about an hour, will carry us for 266 miles along
that part of the Appalachian Trail which lies in the State of Maine. Probably all of you know,
generally, what the Appalachian Trail is so that I shall need to say very little about the
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Appalachian Trail project. It is the longest extensive walking trail in the world. It commences in
the center of Maine at Katahdin and ends at Mt. Oglethorpe, in Georgia, some 2,020 miles
distant from Katahdin. It passes through fourteen states and, except where there are gaps in the
topography, it follows the crest line of the mountain ranges in the Eastern Atlantic States which
are known as the "Appalachian Ranges". This accounts for the name of the Trail.
This project came into existence through the Appalachian Trail Conference. There are many
groups, which have the name "Appalachian” and, as this often causes some confusion, to make
the matter clear, I am explaining that the Appalachian Trail Conference, which has its
headquarters at Washington, D. C., is a federation of all the Clubs and individuals which
maintain the Appalachian Trail. There are many local Clubs, such as the Maine Appalachian
Trail Club in this State, which maintain various sections of the through Appalachian Trail. The
Appalachian Trail Conference, which coordinates policies and procedures in connection with the
Trail, issues a very extensive set of publications which relate to all phases of Trail clearing, Trail
marking and Trail use, etc. The Conference prescribes the Trail standards which the local
organizations follow.
This project was begun in 1921 and was initially completed in 1939 [sic, should be 1937], when
the last two miles on Mt. Sugarloaf, Maine’s second highest mountain, were cut through.
The Trail route in Maine differs from that elsewhere in that there is no continuous north-andsouth trending crest-like mountain range, such as the Blue Ridge of the Southern Appalachians
which forms the route of so much of the Trail. Maine is a state of disconnected mountains,
streams, and lakes scattered in a forested pattern. By reason of its inaccessibility and the lack of
trail maintaining organizations, the Appalachian Trail link in Maine was the last to be undertaken.
Several years of scouting, exploration and planning preceded the initial marking of the Trail in
this state. Much of this work in eastern Maine was accomplished by the late Walter D. Greene,
Broadway Actor and Maine Guide who lived at Sebec, Maine. As I have said, the Trail in Maine
was the last portion to be undertaken. The year of major accomplishment was 1933 when the
route, which had been determined in advance, was marked from Katahdin to Monson, a distance
of 112 miles. Later, in 1934 [sic, actually in 1933], it was carried west for a further 60 miles to
Mt. Bigelow and, shortly thereafter, beyond to Maine’s second highest peak, Mt. Sugarloaf. This
last link was accomplished through the efforts of Helen Taylor, an officer of the Maine
Appalachian Trail Club. There, at Mt. Sugarloaf, the project might have rested for many years,
for between Sugarloaf and the New Hampshire line there is a series of trail-less barrier
mountains, inaccessible and where the construction of a trail would require very much labor,
Fortunately for the Trail activities, however, it was at this time that the CCC program in Maine
was being undertaken. The Trail work was made a part of the CCC program and the completion
of the Trail in western Maine was accomplished by the CCC camps with the result that the last
link was cut in 1937.
This is, in brief, the history of the Appalachian Trail in Maine, which you will find described in
great detail in the very well-known Guide the Appalachian Trail in Maine, which every Trail
traveler should have.

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine – 1949 – Compiled by Dave Field – Page

382

Now, a word as to the topography! The Trail route in Maine is divided into three geographic
sections. The eastern section of 112 miles from Katahdin to Monson is an area of very pleasant,
comparatively easy travel. The route passes numerous attractive lakes, Rainbow, Nahmakanta,
Joe Mary, Yoke, West Branch and Long Pond. The major mountains, traversed by the Trail and
which are somewhat distant from each other, below Katahdin are White Cap and the long axis of
the Barren-Chairback Range with five separate mountains. The Trail in Maine passes through
only two towns, Monson and Caratunk. The central portion of the Trail, from Monson across the
Kennebec River to Mt. Bigelow, is a land of much historic Interest. Through here, and along the
very Trail route, marched Benedict Arnold’s men coming up the Kennebec and Dead Rivers in
their gallant but ill-fated expedition to attack Quebec. The western or third section of the Trail in
Maine from Mt. Bigelow to the New Hampshire line, for approximately ninety miles, is indeed a
rugged region. All the mountains lie across the Trail route; they are imposing harriers to through
trail. This section has been termed the land of the 4,000 footers, which means for Maine, peaks
of very considerable elevation.
Gone, in the western section, are the lakes where the canoeing and swimming made for such
pleasant travel and magnificent views between Katahdin and Monson in the eastern section. The
traverse west from Mt. Bigelow is the most strenuous and requires the greatest exertion. Roads,
however, in western Maine, cross the Trail so that numerous combinations of trips are possible.
The Trail in Maine is assigned, for maintenance, to numerous organizations and individuals,
which are coordinated in the Appalachian Trail Conference.
(HERE SPEAK OF MAINTENANCE OF PARTICULAR AREAS, DEPENDING UPON THE
NATURE OF THE AUDIENCE.)
***Vermont has a very well-known trail, which follows the length of the Green Mountains from
Canada to the Massachusetts line. It is interesting to note that this much-publicized trail (known
as The Long Trail), which is maintained by the Green Mountain Club, is only a few miles less in
length than the Appalachian frail in Maine.
As we shall see, by reason of the availability of the lakes and streams, in addition to the
mountains, and the fact that the Trail route is almost entirely through forest, Maine possesses an
attraction which is not duplicated elsewhere on the Appalachian frail route.
One further word as to the manner in which this Trail is marked and then we will be on our
journey.
The Appalachian Trail in Maine is a white-blazed Trail. White paint blazes placed fore-and-aft,
like highway markers in the direction of travel, indicate the route. We will also find board signs,
which give distances and that the intersections are marked by the insignia of the Trail, which is a
four-inch metal marker hearing the A. T. monogram.
Now we commence the journey. We could travel from the New Hampshire line north to
Katahdin, with Katahdin as the culminating point of our journey. However, this evening, we
shall commence our journey at the summit of Katahdin, Maine's outstanding mountain.

History of the Appalachian Trail in Maine – 1949 – Compiled by Dave Field – Page

383

Katahdin in itself, as the Appalachian Trail Conference lecture indicates, is a subject for a full
evening’s lecture but, in this evening's journey, we shall restrict the views of Katahdin to the
portion of the mountain which the Appalachian Trail route follows.
And, now, we shall begin our journey at the summit of Katahdin.
K-78--ZERO MILESTONE—APPALACHIAN TRAIL CYLINDER—SUMMIT OF
KATAHDIN
This is the northern terminus of The Appalachian Trail. The signs here mark the initial milestone.
Katahdin is just 13 feet less than one mile in height and it the most impressive mountain in the
Eastern Atlantic States. Its literature is more extensive than that of any other single mountain in
North America. Here, on the post, is the cylinder where all Katahdin travelers register.
This is the beglnning of our journey. We are now on route.
(Slide missing)
THE TABLELAND AT KATAHDIN (FROM GATEWAY ON HUNT TRAIL).
When the mountain is viewed from a distance, one would never suspect the real nature of the top
of Katahdin. It is an enormous flat known as “The Tableland”, approximately 7 miles long and,
in places, a mile in width. This top is broken rock, covered with the dense dwarfed growth
known as “scrub”. This view shows the route of The Appalachian Trail descending Katahdin.
The Trail leads southwest across The Tableland and then down the old Hunt Trail which was
originally cut in 1890. This view shows the route above timberline down the Hunt Trail.
Before we leave Katahdin, we yield to the temptation to view one or two of its most salient
features,
K-46—THE KNIFE EDGE
The sheer walls of the Great Basin make Katahdin a transplanted part of the High Sierra. Seen
from the south or from the Trail route onto the mountain, one would never suspect the existence
of these 2,000-foot walls. At the left is the rounded dome of Pomala [sic], the Indian deity of the
mountain.
K-23-- This is the view from the south. Here is the rampart wall as seen from the flatlands of the
Penobscot West Branch. From here, the mountain gives the impression of a sheer wall or barrier
rising from a forested plain. In early days, a favorite approach to Katahdin was by canoe down
the Penobscot West Branch and then a journey through the forest, as illustrated by this
photograph, to the Abol Slide which came down in 1816. This was the route of the early
travelers to the mountain.
K-292 – As one journeys to Katahdin from the east, the trail of the early pioneers, his course
passes the most attractively-situated Katahdin lake. From here is a superb view of the east side of
the mountain into three of the outstanding glacial cirques. The mountain suggests a split-open
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volcano and one would not suspect the existence of the broad, massive Tableland above and
behind this rim.
(Slide missing)
We go forward two or three miles on The Appalachian Trail toward Katahdin and skirt Daicey
Pond. Here mirrored is O-J-I with one of the cones of The Brothers where the Katahdin Range
turns sharply north projecting beyond.
K-116—DOUBLETOP IN AUTUMN.
This is taken from the narrow dirt road which passes by Katahdin Stream Campsite on its way
from Millinocket to Greenville.
Me-15--Here the Appalachian Trail route crosses the Toll Dam, named from its use in the days
of long-log lumbering. In the background is O-J-l Mountain, which took its name from the slides,
which formed these letters. The 1933 storm washed out this name plate which was formerly very
conspicuous.
Me-17—The stream below the Toll Dam is a series of falls. This is Little Niagara beside the
Trail.
K-242-- This is the Nesowadnehnnk Cable Bridge, built by the CCC in order to afford a sure
crossing of the deep, black, swiftly-flowing Penobscot West Branch.
Me-18--We have spoken of the river approach to Katahdin used by early travelers. This is
immortalized by Thoreau in his book, "The Maine Woods”. Here is a view of the majestic,
winding Penobscot West Branch. From the Cable Bridge downstream, it is quite another story.
This is the famous Nesowadnehank Falls, which have been successfully run by only two Indians.
In the background is one of the classic views of Katahdin, 12 miles distant.
K-12--Some half a dozen miles farther north from the last slide [sic], the Trail route comes out
on the shore of Pemadumcook Lake. Not Katahdin but part of the Katahdinauguah Range is
visible in this slide.
K-235--Here are the outlying mountains, Barren and O-J-I. This view only suggests the
magnificent expanse of the entire Katahdin Range, glimpsed in full outline from the Penobscot
West Branch Lakes or Joe Mary lakes, farther to the south.
K-234--This is view from the same locality but shows how the Lake is marred by dead timber.
This is known as “dri-ki”, a term peculiar to the Maine woods--it is water-killed timber as
contrasted with fire-killed timber.
K-227--After leaving the shore of Pemadumcook the trail climbs gradually ever a ridge which
bears the name of Potaywadjo and descends to the well-known series of Joe Mary Lakes. This
was the hunting ground of Joe Mary, a famous Penobscot Indian, who was known as Potaywadjo,
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the whale, because of his ability to swim under water. A short blue-blazed side trail leads to open
ridges on the crest of Potaywadjo, a grandstand view from where to look back to Katahdin and
the route we have traveled.
K-254—Katahdin and the country to the south from the crest of Potaywadjo.
Me-30—Turning from the point where we looked back at Katahdin, to the south the view is of
the Joe Mary Lakes.
Me-29--This is Lower Joe Mary Lake which the trail route skirts at the base of Potaywadjo
Ridge.
Me-27--One of the greatest arts of the Maine woods is the ability to pole a canoe against a
swiftly-flowing stream which, to the novice, seems almost impossible of accomplishment. Here
the former proprietor of Antlers Camps poles a loaded canoe up Joe Mary Stream, which was the
means of reaching these Camps which are on The Appalachian Trail some 43 miles from
Katahdin.
Me-48--West from the three Joe Mary lakes, the trail route has little change in elevation as it
follows an age-old lumber road beside Cooper Brook.
Ms-47--A short blue-blazed trail leads from The Appalachian Trail to Cooper Brook Falls, one
of several on this stream.
ME-74--Forests in Maine are primarily used to produce lumber. In Maine, it is the 4-foot logs
for pulpwood. Occasionally, the traveler come in contact with these operations, which are of
much interest. Here is an old lumber camp on Cooper Brook where lumber activities have ceased.
Me-21--Old lumber roads, or tote roads, make very pleasant sections of The Appalachian Trail.
Me-33--After Lower Joe Mary Lake, the next landmark of importance is Yoke Ponds. Here a
narrow dirt road comes late the woods from Greenville at Kokadjo. This is the first break in the
Trail in the way of a road after a journey of 6 days from Katahdin. This view is looking back east
toward the rounded dome of Joe Mary Mountain, which is passed en route along Cooper Brook.
A four-mile blue-blazed side trail leads to this peak.
ME-222--South of Yoke Ponds is the massive elongated White Cap Range, rising some 3,707
feet, crowned with a dense growth of spruce and fir. The broken mountain country of Maine is
well-illustrated by this mountain. This view is from an old dam in the tangled wilderness of the
East Branch of Pleasant River.
Me-37--This is the Maine Forest Service Firetower on White Cap, rising above the scrub spruce
and fir on the top of the mountain.
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Me-86--On White Cap, as on other bare, glaciated mountains in Maine, are found dense beds of
the mountain cranberry. Another plant, with dark blue berries, which often serve to quench the
thirst of the Trail traveler, is the crowberry growing in matted vines.
Me-38--The Trail, descending the east slope of White Cap, follows the bank of White Brook.
Me-501--Beyond White Brook is the deeply entrenched valley of the West Branch of Pleasant
River which has particular features of interest. The approach to this section from the highway is
from Katahdin Iron Works, where at the turn of the century there was a flourishing iron industry.
This slide shows the remains of the old furnaces. Here, half a century ago, was a thriving
community and hotel; now only a few houses remain.
Me-507 & Me-502--The problem of access to the sporting camps in Maine is a very real
problem for the proprietors. More and more, people come by plane but this slide shows an
original method--use of a buckboard to reach the sporting camps on Long Pond from the end of
the automobile road above Katahdin Iron Works.
Me-42--One of the outstanding features of The Appalachian Trail In Maine is “Gulf Hagas”, a
deep slate canyon where waterfalls and fantastic rock formations succeed each other. These are
scenes in the Gulf, reached by a blue-blazed side trail from The Appalachian Trail. In the
background is the Barren-Chairback Range. We shall devote a day to following down the blueblazed side trail along the edge of this canyon, peering down into the gorge and observing its
numerous waterfalls.
Me-41--This symmetrical falls is known as Buttermilk falls. Seventy-five years ago this was a
much better-known area. The names for the features, which we observe, are those taken from the
Hubbard Guidebook of half a century ago when Gulf Hagas was described in great detail and
much frequented.
Me-45, Me-44, Me-43--This is one of the features of the projecting rock walls. There are Upper
Jaws, Middle Jaws, and Lower Jaws, respectively. and the Indian Head. Signs indicate the old
Hubbard Guidebook names for the features.
Me-75, Me-73--Another waterfall in Gulf Hagas.
Me-503, Me-70--Waterfalls and pools succeed each other in Gulf Hagas.Here is a view of the
dim, dark, winding canyon.
Me-72--At the east end of Gulf Hagas a side brook, known as Screw Auger [sic, It is Gulf
Hagas Brook.] has this twisted falls.
Me-12--To revert to Appalachian Trail history: This is Walter D. Greene, first president of the
Appalachian Trail Club, who single-handedly opened up so much of the Trail in eastern Maine,
particularly on too Barren-Chairback Range. Since our journey in Maine has brought us to this
locality, it is particularly appropriate that Greens should appear here.
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Me-65—Here is a view of Barren Mountain, one of the peaks of Barren-Chairback from long
Pond. It is difficult to understand why this densely wooded peak should be called "Barren”.
(Slide missing)
We have traversed the fifteen-mile long Barren-Chairback Range and have come through the
level area of Little Wilson River. During our traverse, we observed a curiously arranged pile of
rock where we crossed Little Wilson River. Reference to Loring’s History of Piscataquis County
states that, in 1840, there was a village and a mill here. It was abandoned shortly thereafter and,
with the exception of the old bridge abutment, the forest has completely obliterated the village of
Savage’s Mills.
Me-49—We are emerging from the wilderness into the outskirts of Monson, one of the two
towns along the Trail route. This is where the Trail comes into a dirt read leading into Monson -this is locally known as the "old Watson place”.
Me-50—This is Monson, the first village encountered on the Trail route in Maine. The Trail
passes through the center of Monson an its way west. Monson, accessible by highway and bus,
makes an excellent terminus far a ten-day or two-week trip along the Trail south from Katahdin.
Beyond, the route leads west to Moxie Bald Mountain.
Very essential to the Trail traveler is the matter of accommodations. What does the trip along the
Appalachian Trail in Maine require? Must tents he carried for the entire 266 miles? What public
accommodations are available? All these questions occur to the traveler.
As far as obtaining accommodations, the Trail traveler across Maine is particularly fortunate.
While the route leads through an utter wilderness, passing through only two towns –Monson and
Caratunk--the Trail has been located so that at the end of each day the traveler may find
accommodations in what is termed in Maine a "sporting camp". A sporting camp consists of a
central dining hall and individual cabins. These are attractively located on lakes, etc. The entire
route across the state can be traversed in 26 days, without having to detour more than two miles
from The Appalachian Trail to obtain accommodations. The rates at the camps compare
favorably with other vacation accommodations. The opportunities for swimming and canoeing,
with the elimination of the problems of camping, are welcomed by many travelers. Thus, Maine
is truly unique in the availability of this system of public accommodations.
K-103—These are York’s Twin Pine Camps on Daicey Pond at the base of Katahdin.
Me-19—Rainbow Lake.
Me-24—Nahmakanta Lake Camps.
Me-26—At Antlers Camp on Joe Mary Lake.
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Me-147—In this grove of pines are the Cbairback Mountain Sporting Camps. Here, on The
Appalachian Trail, we are 80 miles from Katahdin. Holman Day, who wrote so much about the
Maine woods, once bad a camp in this locality.
Me-560--Sporting Camps — canoeing.
Me-13--Sporting Camps provide spacious bathtubs.
S-6, Me-4—MAINE TYPE LEAN-TO. The second alternative method of accommodations
is found in the lean-to chain. A lean-to is a three-sided, open-front log structure. For the Trail
traveler who finds pleasure in camping along the route, these structures provide the necessary
shelter. In all, there are twenty lean-tos in Maine.
The lean-to chain is complete from the Kennebec River west to the New Hampshire line where
these structures are located at the interval of an easy day's journey. Between Katahdin and the
Kennebec River, there are gaps is the chain where tents must he carried. However, where there
are no lean-tos, there have been designated public campsites, which have the same status as the
lean-tos, that is, exempt from the provisions of the Maine Guide’s Law, which prohibit the
building of fires by non-residents. Thus, the non-resident Trail traveler in Maine can journey
across the State, knowing that he is fully complying with the applicable statutes and that his
conduct is not subject to inquiry.
Me-52--West of Blanchard, with its three or four houses, before the trail reaches the Kennebec
River, it crosses the very impressive Moxie Bald Range. Its bare ledges afford striking views. Its
blueberries are equally famous. The prominent peak in the right background is Mt. Bigelow, 45
miles distant by trail. In the center is the dome of Mt. Sugarloaf, Maine’s second highest
mountain.
Me-53--From the crest of Moxie Bald, the Trail descends to the long, narrow Moxie Pond, which
is crossed by canoe. Then the route leads over the wooded dome of Pleasant Pond Mountain to
Caratunk and across the highway which follows the east bank of the Kennebec River. Beyond,
the route is historic. It is that followed by Benedict Arnold’s men as they carried their heavy
batteaux across the "Great Bend” of Dead River. One is indeed on historic ground as he passes
East, Middle and West Carry Ponds to reach the east base of Mt. Bigelow.
Me-56--Mt. Bigelow has been termed Maine’s "second mountain”--that is, next to Katahdin. It is
an enormous range, with several 4,000-ft. peaks, extending twenty miles east and west. The
Appalachian trail extends along the crest for two-thirds of its length.
This is the Bigelow Range from the west, showing (to the left) the two main peaks (East and
West) and the twin horns (North and South), which are similarly symmetrical and only slightly
lower than the main peak. At the extreme right is Cranberry Peak. The sharp cone in the center is
East Nubble. This view is from Eustis Ridge.
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At the north base of Mt. Bigelow is the enormous lake, created in 1949 and 1950 by the flowing
back of Dead River through the Dam at Long Falls. This necessitated some relocation of The
Appalachian Trail at the east end of Mt. Bigelow.
Me-56—This is a token of the past. Mt. Bigelow from the peaceful, meandering banks of Dead
River, now flooded out. To the left is Little Bigelow; to the right, the East Peak with a firetower.
Me-58—This is the East Peak of Mt. Bigelow, one of the twin peaks, over 4,000 feet in height,
with the firetower. To the right is the seemingly level rampart wall of Little Bigelow which the
Trail follows. Its traverse, however, demonstrates that the seeming evenness of the wall is an
illusion; there is much ascent and descent.
Me-57--Little Bigelow is well illustrated by this view.
Me-59--Another view of Bigelow’s East Peak. This view is from the West Peak, looking over
Bigelow Col. Bigelow involves very considerable climbing. The traverse le strenuous.
Me-94, Me-593--These slides show the Bigelow Range looking along its main axis to the west.
We see here the two major peaks, the East and West, and The Horns and Cranberry Peak near the
western end of the Range. The mountain bulking large in the background is East Kennebago,
west of Stratton.
Me-96--This is the opposite of the view in the preceding two slides. This view is taken from the
western end looking back over Cranberry Peak. The Horns and Little Bigelow in the center
ground. The view is along the north slope and illustrates splendidly the length of the Bigelow
Range.
Me-60--Many New England mountains are noted for their high-lying ponds. The Bigelow Range
is no exception. Here is The Horns Pond, as seen to the west from the South Horn. Beside it are
located the two Horns Pond lean-tos. Here, the blue-blazed Bigelow Range Trail leaves the
Appalachian Trail and leads west ever the unnamed peak at the far end of the pond, then over
Cranberry Peak in the middle ground and on down to Stratton at the very west base of Mt.
Bigelow. Use of the Bigelow Range Trail permits a traverse of the mountain from the east to the
west end.
Me-61--Another view of Horns Pend.
Me-535--With Mt. Bigelow, we have come into the region of the 4.000-footers, as the peaks in
western Maine are termed. As one travels west from the Kennebec River, on the skyline is a long
range of peaks: Bigelow. Sugarloaf, Mt. Abraham and, in the background, Saddleback. Long has
there been a controversy as to the second highest peak in Maine. This was recently settled when
a party of the U. S. Geological Survey determined that Sugarloaf's bare cone, 4,237 feet, was the
second highest in the State. Five miles south of Bigelow Village is Mt. Sugarloaf; its claim to
fame was unknown until the area was mapped and the elevation determined.
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Me-565--South of Sugarloaf is another outstanding open peak, although off the Trail route. Mt.
Abraham, shown here, is connected with The Appalachian Trail at the Spaulding Mountain
Lean-to by a two -mile side trail. There is a fire tower on Mt. Abraham reached by trail from
Kingfield.
Me-103--Making their way through the dense coniferous section of Trail south of Spaulding
Mountain are the three hikers shown here.
Me-64--Some of Maine’s 4,000-footers from the trail near Spaulding Mountain. The view is to
the west.
Me-539--Beyond Mt. Sugarloaf and Mt. Abraham, the most striking feature of the Trail is
Saddleback, with a long section above timberline. This distant view shows Saddleback from the
south.
Me-63--The next slides show a traverse of Mt. Saddleback, seen in the distance.
Me-111--A photographer from LIFE magazine traveled extensive sections of The Appalachian
Trail for the article on the Trail which appeared in the magazine in October, 1941. To assist, the
Bates College Outing Club scheduled a trip to Saddleback to pose for LIFE'S photographer. Here
ls the Outing Club group on Saddleback's rock slabs.
Me-67--This is the fire tower on Saddleback. The slide shows the extensive open slopes on the
mountain.
Me-68—More of the Bates College Outing Club on Saddleback.
(Slide missing)
FROM SADDLEBACK JUNIOR TO HORN AND SUMMIT. From Saddleback Junior we
look farther west toward the two peaks which give the name to the mountain. Near at hand is the
Horn. In the background are the twin cones of the principal summit with its fire tower.
Me-66—From the summit of Saddleback one looks northwest to Canada up the Valley of Dead
River through which Arnold’s men struggled against rising flood waters, storms and winter.
Me-109--Saddleback also command a wide expanse of the famed Rangeley Lakes.
Me-540--On the open rock slabs of Saddleback. This view is to the southeast.
Me-520--Another view of Saddleback’s open ledges.
Me-575--The flora of Katahdin and its scrub spruce are well known. Here is a mountain-top
balsam fir with its Christmas candle cones, which have been shaped by the prevailing winds.
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Me-69--Saddleback has numerous ponds on its slopes. Two are on the Appalachian Trail. This is
Eddy Pond.
Me-570--This is another memento of the Bates College Outing Club—LIFE’S expedition to
Saddleback; the bus at the crossing of Sandy River Ponds at Maine Highway 4. We are now 210
miles from Katahdin.
Me-572--West of the 40-mile section maintained by the Bates College Outing Club comes the
link of 7 miles between the Andover-B Hill Road and Grafton Notch. This is maintained by the
Maine Alpine Club of Lewiston and Auburn. It has two lean-tos and a series of waterfalls on
Frye Brook. Its features are the two peaks of Baldpate. Beyond, begins the Mahoosuc Range at
Grafton Notch. This is the lean-to at Frye Brook. We are now approaching the New Hampshire
line.
Me-110--This is the trail along Frye Brook, up Baldpate, one of Maine’s outstanding mountains.
Frye Brook has several spectacular waterfalls named the “Churn” and the “Chasm”, etc. It is a
rewarding short trip from Andover-B Hill Road.
Me-573--A view of Baldpate which, like Saddleback, has extensive above-timber line open
ledges.
Me-107--This is the summit of Baldpate.
Me-108--Baldpate is surrounded by a wild, jumbled, mountain area. This is the view south.
Me-71--Screw Anger Falls in Grafton Notch at the base of Old Speck.
Me-557--This is a view toward Old Speck, whose 2,500-foot climb in 1.6 miles, make it the
steepest section of the Appalachian Trail in Maine. Old Speck, (4,177 feet high) was formerly
thought to be Maine's second highest mountain. Measurements in 1940 forced it to yield to Mt.
Sugarloaf. The Mahoosuc's 30 miles of trail beyond Old Speck are very difficult but most
rewarding.
SUNSET
(Show next four slides while using this language)
Me-80, Me-78, Me-79, Me-77--Our 2,020-mile journey has ended. As we leave the Trail route,
perhaps our memory goes back to those initial days of trail travel, the sunsets over the Maine
lakes, and thus, we leave the Appalachian Trail with that memory of the massive bulk of
Katahdin, the illimitable monarch of the wilderness over which it stands guard, and the setting
sun in the fastnesses of the Maine wilderness.
December 1, 1949. Amos G. Winter to John W. Clark.
Dear Mr. Clark,
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In reply to your letter of the 29th, it is gratifying to find someone who thinks our trail worth
trying. It seems its being there has caused some disturbance in regards to the Appl. Trail but I
fail to see how it interferes in any way with that trail.
I haven’t been on the mountain yet to ski. We have the trail all cut out, and I keep posted
through the cutters that are working on the [?] project. There’s anywhere from eight to eighteen
inches of ice crust base, but we need snow on top of that.
As soon as it is suitable I will let you know. My group with myself go up every Sat. night after
the right snow comes, and ski every Sunday.
If you were to reach Kingfield on a Sat. P.M. I could have one of the boys go into camp with
you and your wife so you could get settled before dark. As we leave Kingfield about 9:00 P.M.
at night.
You had the name right and you can reach me on the phone anytime between 4:30 and 6:00.
The telephone number is New England 8-2.
{Myron—This is a little more encouraging. Jack}
December 3, 1949. John W. Clark to Jean Stephenson.
Dear Miss Stephenson:
My guide book has become very dilapidated and some pages and maps are missing. I forget the
price of the Maine guide book. To save time will you send me one and bill for same.
December 5, 1949. Myron Avery to Richard Fairfield, President, Maine Outing Club.
Dear Mr. Fairfield:
Mr. John W. Clark, Overseer of Trails for the Maine Appalachian Trail Club, has sent to me a
copy of his letter of November 29th. I am glad to know that Mr. Clark’s schedule is such that he
can make immediate personal contact with you and that he has suggested a session after the
Christmas holidays for the showing of the Appalachian Trail slides. I feel that the personal
contact with you and the showing of the slides will contribute greatly and arouse considerable
interest. At a later time, I think it would be worthwhile for you to show the motion picture reel.
I thought it advisable to ascertain that you had in fact received the package of Appalachian Trail
literature which I sent to you by insured mail and for which I still hold the receipt. I will be glad
to know that it has arrived.
I shall look forward to the active participation of the Maine Outing Club after Mr. Clark has
established contact.
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Cc:

Mr. John W. Clark
Mr. Roy P. Fairfield
Miss Jean Stephenson
Mrs. Eleanor Jacobs

Note for Miss Stephenson and Mrs. Jacobs:
Mr. Clark has made a tentative commitment for showing the slides. It is my understanding that
the work has advanced to the point where there is no question of their availability for his use.
M.H.A.
December 5, 1949. Myron Avery to J. Ashton Allis, Grace National Bank, 7 Hanover
Square, New York City, New York.
Dear Jim:
I am sorry that the situation in connection with the date of the note as to my meeting at New
York led Murray to conclude that I had changed arrangements. We missed you.
Presumably, you have been told the concensus [sic] of opinion with respect to the guidebook
situation. It was that, while the present arrangement is unsatisfactory, there was nothing that
could be done to alter it but it should be made clear to the New York - New Jersey Trail
Conference that when any third edition appeared, suitable arrangements would have to be
effected. In fact, although, we get the same amount as on the edition which went out of print in
1939 or 1940, our net is less because of increased expense.
It was arranged that if the matter came up at the New York - New Jersey Trail Conference that
Burton would state the Conference’s position along these lines.
Those present (contrary to my inference) believed that the New York - New Jersey Trail
Conference would like to continue having the books distributed from Washington as well as by
Hoeferlin.
We appreciated your pains in making the financial statement available. It was analyzed at length.
One suggestion was that publication fund money should be specifically indicated as earmarked
and not expendable. There was also considerable discussion of the cash on hand of $1,880.51,
and the unpaid bills due Shenandoah Publishing House in the amount of $805.30. I endeavored
to explain your views in the matter, but whether you consider me labeled with New Deal
profligacy or with Maine Coast ultra-conservatism, I have not been able to make up my mind. In
any event, you would probably not consider me a satisfactory advocate for your point of view.
There was, however, a very definite impression that these bills should be paid. I am asking that
the Shenandoah bills be liquidated since, within the next three weeks, I am going to Strasburg to
discuss with the Shenandoah Publishing House the matter of the pending reprinting of the New
England and Southern Guides and the Katahdin Supplement (this for Maine Appalachian Trail
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Club account). I am sure that I would approach the matter in a better atmosphere if our accounts
were liquidated.
I wrote once before that if the immediate payment, which constitute our arrangements with those
who render those services, are precluded by the small size of the bank balance, we would take
steps to put a cushion under it. This would not seem necessary where there is a net balance of a
thousand dollars, with some six hundred dollars in addition being sent in by Miss Giller
subsequent to the time the statement was prepared.
On our next occasion I will arrange sufficiently far in advance so that no one can have any
conflict.
Cc:

Murray H. Stevens
William Burton
F. F. Schuetz
R. B. Sosman
Marion Park
Sadye Giller
Jean Stephenson

December 5, 1949. Myron Avery to John W. Clark South Windham, Maine.
Dear Mr. Clark:
On my return from Connecticut, I have found the several copies of your letters (Winters, Miss
Stephenson, Lawson Reeves, Richard Fairfield). It was a pleasure to see the Overseer of Trails
swinging into action and checking up on these matters.
Just one word with respect to your comment on Miss Stephenson's note to Reeves. I hope that it
will not develop in this situation but he is an individual, from our knowledge of several years,
who has a tendency to proceed far too energetically and develop complications. We all agree
that it is essential to utilize all available talent but each person has to do his task. You and I care
for the assignment of Trail sections. You could have had, as we have experienced in the
Appalachian Trail Conference, complications if different individuals were dealing with different
groups. Speaking broadly, I think it would have been better to have left the check rein.
I have noted with interest your correspondence with Mr. Winters and trust that your approach
may be successful. I wonder, however, what it is that we are seeking in this approach. Our
primary purpose was to make sure that there would be no more similar obliteration of the
Appalachian Trail by the cutting of ski trails in the identical terrain. Reeves’ activities at least
went to the point of bringing sharply home to him that what he has set in motion was not to be
commended. The fact that he indicates that the criticism of his activities, as far as the
Appalachian Trail is concerned, is not justified, would lead me to feel that this approach has not
been too successful. Perhaps what you have in mind is to try to get him to maintain the ski trail
in such a way as to care for the problems which he has created for the A. T. If that is your
thought and the method of approach, I wish you all success. It would mean that he would be a
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Bigelow maintainer as well as the clubs with which you have been working in Portland. I shall
watch the results of your strategy with much interest. It is all in your hands.
Those letters, which your note of the 29th to Miss Stephenson indicated as coming back to me,
have not arrived.
I have to be in Lubec on the16th and 17th of December. If possible (if you are not skiing on
Bigelow), I may be able to make contact with you. Do not, however, hold up any other plans
because my own arrangements are too uncertain.
cc: Miss Stephenson
December 6, 1949. Myron Avery to Seymour R. Smith, Watertown, Connecticut.
Dear Seymour:
In keeping with my commitment, I am having sent to you four copies of the Lean-to publication.
This will be superseded shortly by a new edition which will have an up-to-date master lean-to
chain but all the rest remains the same. I have sent several copies so that you can deliver two to
Hubbell if you are able to induce him to undertake the labor of rebuilding the bunks with the
Conference buying the wire.
I attach, since it will serve as a model, a copy of a letter which I recently wrote to disclaim any
A.T. interest in land over which the A.T. passes. If you think it would be more effective, I would
be glad to sign such letters as Chairman. The reference to the Connecticut Chapter of the
Appalachian Mountain Club would not be needed, I think, in this connection.
cc:

Max. H. Sauter (with enclosure)
Miss Stephenson

December 7, 1949. Myron Avery to C. S. McCarty, Shenandoah Publishing House,
Strasburg, Virginia.
Dear Mr. McCarty:
We have returned to you the pages from the publication "Plans for an Appalachian Trail Leanto", which we had asked to be sent on to permit us an opportunity to make some corrections.
1 would like to make one or two inquiries as to the pending matters. In doing so, I do not wish
you to feel that we are trying to press you but we wish to have an estimate of the situation so
that we can be governed accordingly. My questions are:
(1) When will the Lean-to publication be sent forward? (Please refer to the directions for
mailing and the size of the containers.)
(2) When will page proof for Publication No. 5 on the Appalachian Trail be forthcoming?
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(3) When will the stationery for the Maine Appalachian Trail Club be sent forward in keeping
with the mailing instructions?
Will you send to our Treasurer and to Miss Sadye Giller (2123 Eye Street, N. W., Washington,
D, C.) a statement showing the Conference's indebtedness? I suggested some time ago that it
would help us make faster payments if you would write a letter indicating our delinquency and
the necessity for handling these matters promptly. I have concluded that you found that you just
could not write that type of letter and so we will have to try to impress our Treasurer with the
fact that New York banking practices do not extend to Virginia publishers without the aid of
pressure of your letter.
I will write you when I am in a position to come to Strasburg. Am I correct that Saturday (at
least the morning) is a working day?
cc:

Miss Jean Stephenson
Miss Marion Park

December 8, 1949. Jean Stephenson to Roy Fairfield.
Dear Mr. Fairfield:
This is a rather belated acknowledgment of your letter of November 19th. I read it with much
interest and am delighted to know that you have already established contacts with Farmington
and Colby. As you know, negotiations are also under way with the University of Maine Outing
Club. So it does look like we are getting things going nicely.
The "booking" of the M.A.T.C. slide collection, i.e. the Maine collection, will be handled by
Mrs. Donald S. Jacobs, 4718 Bethesda Avenue, Bethesda, Md., who is Slides Custodian for the
Appalachian Trail Conference. I have told her that you wish to reserve the Maine collection for
February 2 through the 5th. John Clark is to have them in Portland during January, so that will
work out beautifully. I do not know the dates he is to have them but unless she has some
booking for the set elsewhere, she will no doubt write Mr. Clark to pass them on to you when he
finishes with the set. Then when you have used it you can send it back here.
We have done considerable revamping of the set and substituted many slides, so it now is quite
a nice collection. We have also prepared a "lecture" to accompany it, being a running comment
on the slides. This is now being typed in final form.
We made one interesting discovery. Heretofore all we have ever said about the projector is that a
"forced draft projector" is required. I think that otherwise it takes merely the ordinary projector
for the 2 something inch slides (or is it 1 inch something?). The discovery is this: When a 200watt bulb is used, the slides are sort of poor: when a 500-watt bulb is used, they are good; when
a 1000-watt bulb is used, they are superb. Apparently, regardless of what the projector
instructions say, kodachromes of woods and mountains need light in order to bring out the color
and quality.
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So I suggest you get a 1000-watt bulb for your projector when you show these.
Thanks for your information as to your home town. That is exactly the type of information I
wanted to have. I expect to begin the series of press releases soon after the first of the year. Just
now I am preparing a 3000-word article for the Rangeley Record, 10,000 copies of which are to
be given away at the Sportsmens Shows.
It was a pleasure to meet you at Auburn and I am looking forward to next year.
December 8, 1949. Myron Avery to Lawson Reeves.
Dear Lawson:
I have been away from Washington doing some A.T. work in Connecticut and on my return I
find your letter about the signs. The package has arrived but I have not opened it since I want to
protect the cover for remailing.
I have sent your bill for material for the signs in the amount of $13.48 to Miss Park with the
request that she send you a check immediately.
Apparently the sign problem becomes academic with John Clark’s letter of November 29th to
the effect that he can make the smaller stencils. I strongly feel that this is most advisable. The
sign which came to me is almost twice the size of that hitherto used. It will not stay in a pack
and the weight presents problems in carrying them to the section where they are to be put up and
working on the Trail at the same time.
I think you know the size that has been used in this area. Pictures appear in the Trail Manual.
While you perhaps have a copy of that, to avoid any difficulty, I am having one sent to you. You
will have perhaps noticed that Mr. Jenks, sign painter for the Appalachian Mountain Club,
whose signs are on the top of Katahdin, uses even smaller boards and letters them by hand.
Apart from the labor and expense, I am inclined to think that the larger boards would be more
vulnerable.
I have written you after my conversation with Charlie Pryor and told you what Charlie asked
that you work on. Consequently, from my letter, I assume that you understood that we would be
delighted to have you continue and it will be a great relief if the program can be finished.
There are quite a few winter months remaining and I suggest that you defer any further work
until you can have a session with John Clark and see if you cannot take advantage of the
availability of the smaller stencil machine and thereby reduce the present signs, both as to length
and thickness, by one-half inch. I am suggesting that Mr. Clark might send a sample to you in
advance of the session which he has scheduled for Dryden with you.
I am still awaiting word from the Forestry Department. There have been no developments on the
Cable Bridge since my letter, copy of which I sent to you.
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I was greatly interested to see how much progress you had made on the Sugarloaf Lean-to. We
will announce its repair for the 1950 Supplement.
I hope that my letter sets up a workable arrangement for the remainder of the signs but if I have
not covered all matters, let me know. The procedure in paragraph 1 of your letter seems to me
very desirable.
I have found one thing about putting up signs. Few people place them effectively. It is often the
story of labor in making the signs being totally wasted because they are incorrectly or
improperly installed. This is one of the things to which there applies the adage of doing it
yourself if you want it done well.
cc:

Mr. John W. Clark
Mr. Helon N. Taylor
Mr. Roy P. Fairfield
Miss Jean Stephenson

December 8, 1949. Lawson Reeves to Jean Stephenson
Dear Miss Stephenson:
Yours of the 6th inst. at hand. In regards to Louis Chorzemps’ address: it is Dryden Maine. It is
the case of two post offices in the same town. Ordinarily if our mail is sent to Wilton it is
forwarded to Dryden. Practically every one in these small towns is well known by every one
else. It sometimes happens that there is a new clerk in the post office or the old clerks get
careless and mail is not forwarded. As a matter of fact, he has gotten some mail from the
Conference. He has a Post Office box but I do not remember the number. If it is sent to Dryden
he will get it alright.
I received the copies of the Silver Aisle, thanks. The attendance at the ”Gem Society” was small
but I showed the slides, and they asked me to go to their next meeting and show more of my
pictures. I did not expect to get much results from this meeting, but I was agreeably surprised. I
made two contacts that might result in some benefit to us. We will have to wait until next spring
to find out just how much, tho.
i am enclosing a couple of clippings from the Lewiston Sun in regards to the proposed ski
development on Sugarloaf Mountain, at Bigelow Station. After you have read them, will you
please pass them along to Myron Avery, so as to save me the extra mailing. I assume that he
knows about this but in case he does not, he would want to. I do not know how this will affect
the Trail; whether for the better or for the worse.
I believe that it is in April that I will want the slides for the Rumford Sportsmen’s Show. The
Waterville show is prior to the Rumford show. I understand that there is a fee at Waterville, but
not at Rumford. I do not feel that I could handle the Waterville Show. Maybe someone else
might know of some one in Waterville who would handle a booth there. It is most essential that
we have free literature to pass out at the showing of the slides. This does not need to be
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elaborate, it is better if it is short and inexpensive; even mimeograph copies would suffice, if
made up attractively. In-as-much as large numbers of people stop at the booths at these shows, it
would take a very large number. I am mentioning this early, so as to give you plenty of time. I
feel that you could result in some benefit to us. We will have to wait until next spring to find out
just how much, tho.
December 8, 1949. Adelaide R. Storey, West Carry Pond Camps, to J. Frank Schairer.
[Hand-written]
Dear Mr. Schairer:
Mr. Storey and I appreciate very much the honor of being elected to membership to the
Appalachian Trail Club in Maine.
We are very much interested in the trail and wish we were able to do more toward its
maintenance, but with our ever increasing business we don’t have too much time.
Some time ago I wrote to Miss Stephenson in regard to the ski trail mystery, so you see I’ve
added a little assistance since my election.
We are always glad to hear from our many Washington friends—and if we can be of any help in
any way, we would be only too glad to do so.
{Copy: Miss Stephenson, Miss Park, John Clark, Stanley W. Attwood}
December 9, 1949. Myron Avery MEMORANDUM FOR: Secretary, Treasurer, Directors,
and Director of Publicity, Maine Appalachian Trail Club.
I am quoting an item from the December 1, 1949 issue of the “Eastern Skier”, the journal of the
United States Amateur Ski Association. The item is as follows:
MAINE SKIERS PLAN SUGARLOAF MOUNTAIN RUN
“Development of a Class A downhill course on Sugarloaf Mt. near Farmington, Maine,
is planned as a 1-1/2 mile run with a vertical drop of 2,700 feet, was among the subjects
up for consideration at the Maine Ski Council meeting last month at Augusta.
“Other projects on the fire include broadcasts of ski information over a statewide radio
network, publication of bulletins and scheduling of week-end “clinics” in all events.”
I am alarmed lest this be another Mt. Bigelow ski episode. There may be a Mt. Sugarloaf near
Farmington, other than the one on the A.T. The item would indicate that the Maine ski council
has already acted. I am asking Mr. Clark to make the necessary inquiry to suggest that Everett
Greaton of the Maine Development Commission could be the initial source of inquiry. If it is the
Sugarloaf on the A.T., to have the Trail come to any road would seem to me to involve a grave
danger of its paralleling or superseding the A.T. If the project is to go on Mt. Sugarloaf, it is
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time to assert the prior status of the A.T., its investment and that no organization has the right to
superimpose its trail upon an existing, maintained route.
Miss Stephenson, who subscribes to the Kennebec Journal, has given me the issue of November
30th, which contains a very detailed statement of the entire project. Since it furnishes so much
information, I am quoting the entire item:
SUGARLOAF EARMARKED AS SKI PARADISE
“A year-long search for a skier’s paradise—topping everything else in New
England—has apparently ended with skiing enthusiasts settling on Sugarloaf
mountain in Eustis.
“Such was the report given the Maine Ski Council Tuesday when it met at the
Augusta House for its annual meeting.
“The Council, comprised of members of ski clubs throughout the state, appointed
a special committee last fall to scour the state in search of a possible location that
would meet many rigid requirements. This same group reported yesterday to its
organization that Sugarloaf does meet with all the specifications and can be
developed into the finest skiing area in the entire New England area.
“The Committee, Wesley Marco, Bruce White, Brunswick, Amos Winter,
Kingfield, and Robert Henderson, Portland, climbed five mountains in their quest
for an ideal site. They specifically were looking for the following items: Snow
conditions, long season, exposure, vertical descent, and accessibility.
“Sugarloaf’s vertical descent is 2,700 feet in one and a third miles. It is located so
as to be within easy driving distance from both Augusta and Lewiston—
approximately 65 miles from each.
“Committee member Winter is at present working on the potential area,
according to Council President Fletcher Brown, Portland. He added a trail run
should be ready for the 1950 skiing season for Council members who ultimately
will decide on whether the mountain will be developed.
“The Council, made up of 18 ski Clubs in Maine, conferred yesterday at a daylong meeting. Open discussions were held during the afternoon on such
committee subjects as area developments, interscholastic standings, juvenile
participation, publicity, and safety. Raymond J. Amiro, Alexandria, Va.,
representing Safety Services of the American Red Cross, spoke to the group.
“Members of both the Maine Development Commission and Publicity Bureau
met with the Council and joined in the various discussions.
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“The Council was organized in 1948 with the express purpose of forming a closeknit association of the state’s ski clubs with which to deal with the many
problems concerning skiing. They conduct monthly meetings.
“A Ski Clinic, similar in scope to clinics now being conducted on baseball and
football, will be held in Rumford this year, December 10 and 11, according to an
announcement by President brown.
“The Portland man stated George Macomber, national down-hill and slalom
champion, and Jimmy Kline, nationally known ski professional, will conduct the
two-day affair.”
I had spoken to Mr. Clark about the desirability of attending the annual meeting of the Maine
Winter Sports Association and had understood that he had made inquiry from Mr. Greaton in
order to learn when it would be held. My thought was that his attendance at these meetings might
build up some interest in summer hiking and maintenance of the A. T. The development
proposed for Sugarloaf indicates the necessity to have a representative present at the annual
Maine Ski Council Meeting. Since Mr. Clark can qualify as a skier, I am asking that he assume
this responsibility and give it top priority on his agenda.
1 think it is very essential for Mr. Clark to make immediate contact with the Committee and
ascertain where on Sugarloaf they propose to build the ski trail. Mr. Clark will have to make
clear that one organization does not preempt the trail of another without the consent of the
maintaining organization and that widening the A. T. for a ski trail is utterly disastrous from the
point of view of maintenance, no marking, lack of cover, etc. Probably this activity will spread
and it would be essential to establish contact with the Ski Council in an effort to avoid a
repetition of the Mt. Bigelow situation.
I note that one of the Committee, Amos Winter, is the originator of the Bigelow Ski trail. His
letter to Mr. Clark, indicating that he could not see that the A. T. had been injured by his work,
shows a lack of appreciation of the situation. Bruce White of Brunswick was at Bowdoin while I
was there and I know him.
We will leave to Mr. Clark’s diplomacy the method of approach but I think it most desirable that
he contact the Committee immediately, point out our interest in Sugarloaf, that the A. T. has
been there for 15 years, the expenditure of the CCC funds and activities and our desire to avoid
any injury to the A. T. through overlapping trail routes.
I know that Mr. Reeves will follow the matter with great interest.
I am sending Mr. Clark the original newspaper item, which has a photograph of the Ski Club
Council meeting.
Enclosures for Mr. Clark
Stanley B. Attwood
Miss Marion Park
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Miss Jean Stephenson
Mr. John W. Clark
Prof. Wm. H. Sawyer
Roy P. Fairfield
Helon N. Taylor
Lawson Reeves
Ben L. Hadley
December 10, 1949. Jean Stephenson to Marion D. Whooley, Assistant Editor, Rangeley
Record, Rangeley, Maine
Dear Mrs. Whooley:
I duly received your letter of November 22, in response to my inquiry of November 12 as to
whether you could use an article on The Appalachian Trail in the Record, and would have
acknowledged it ere now but I expected to be able to include with my reply the article, and it has
been delayed in the final typing.
I noticed that you could use as much as 3,000 words, so prepared the article in that length. It is
difficult to cover all the points one wishes in less wordage, so I am glad you can use that much.
We are appealing to three types of prospective vacationists, i.e., those who stay at sporting
camps, those who camp and want a guide with them, and those who are in the habit of camping
and traveling alone, that is, without a guide. So I had to show how each could find what he
wanted in western Maine. At the same time, it was necessary to describe the country so the
stranger could feel there is something unusual to see for his travel.
I do not know whether you use a “by-line" or not. If not, just strike through my name.
We are beginning a campaign to promote the use of The Appalachian Trail in Maine. Elsewhere
in the country there has been a tremendous increase in the number of persons going to the woods
for a vacation, and there is no reason why they should not come to Maine also. Already there are
the sporting camps scattered through the woods. The principal thing necessary is to let people
know that there are trails they can follow. Your paper should help in this work.
I hope the article I enclose will be the type you expected for I feel it may attract a number of
persons to the area. Will you please send me a copy of the Record in which it appears. I
want to mention it in APPALACHIAN TRAILWAY NEWS, with an account of the
Sportsmens Shows, etc. and your work in publicizing the Maine woods.
December 11, 1949. Jean Stephenson [?] to C. S. McCarty, Shenandoah Publishing
House.
Dear Mr. McCarty:
Under separate cover, I am returning the proof of The Appalachian Trail (Publication No. 5).
As you may have noticed, there was an overrun on the last page because of the insertions which
had been made in the last chapter. This meant that instead of using 52 pages, it would be
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necessary to have the pamphlet consist of 56 pages. Also, due to the insertions we had made in
the table on pages 8,9,10, and 11, those were so crowded that it was difficult, and possibly
impossible, to have the correct information line up in the three columns. So it seems the only
thing to do is to add the four additional pages, use two more pages for the tables, and one more
for the last chapter, leaving the back of that page blank.
I have therefore, re-arranged the table, which now takes six pages, i.e., pp. 3, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13. In
doing this, not only did I line up the information correctly, but I left enough space between each
state so that in future editions we can add in changes in maintenance responsibility in a state
without upsetting all the other states. Also, in the interims between printing, those holding copies
will have room enough to write in any changes in status of sections. So also it does like [sic] a
little odd, please have your people follow as nearly as possible the spacing I have indicated.
Incidentally, in setting up these pages, I assumed that 41 lines got on a page. If it is 40 or 42,
adjust the spacing accordingly, please.
As this table is quite important, and I did entirely re-arrange it, Captain Avery thinks we better
have another proof of it. So will you please send me a proof of the new pages 8 to 13 inc. Send it
to my home address, Apt. 1100, 1228 Eye Street, N.W., Washington 5, D.C. He may be away
and I can take care of the matter right away. The rest of the proof is all right, I think.
You will note I changed the page numbers, but as we put in two pages in the table, it makes no
difference in the running heads of the rest of the pamphlet.
December 11, 1949. Lawson Reeves to John Clark.
Dear John:
I have had a letter from Myron in regards to the signs. He thinks it would be best to use the ½
inch letters. When I offered to make the signs, I thought the machine here was for ¾ inch letters.
Since you say that you have the use of a ½ inch machine, I can send you the stencil board that I
have and you can have the stencils cut. As I explained before, I have finished all the signs that I
originally promised to do. There was enough boards left over to make 10 or 12 more signs. I can
have these boards planed from 13/16 inch to ½ inch and if you can get the stencils cut and mailed
to me, I can finish up what boards that I have. After that, it seems that it would be more
convenient all around for you to finish up whatever signs are left over, yourself.
I will wait until I hear from you before I mail the stencil board and send the list of signs needed. I
have 30 pieces of stencil board 7 x 20 inches and 10 pieces 3 x 20 inches. The machine here
takes the 7 x 20 inch size. Probably you will have to cut them narrower. If you have to splice two
pieces together, Scotch tape works excellent.
copy: Myron Avery
December 14, 1949. John W. Clark to Everett P. Greaton, Maine Development Commission
I understand that a winter sports development is contemplated for Sugar Loaf Mountain near
Stratton. Can you give me any information on this.
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Is a winter sports development meeting planned for this year?
December 14, 1949. John W. Clark to Lawson Reeves.
Dear Mr. Reeves:
I will be very glad to cut the l/2 inch stencils as soon as you send me the list of stencils required.
It will not be necessary to mail the stencil board as that is available here.
How have you made out on the Sugar Loaf lean-to?
I would be very much interested on any information that you can give me on the proposed Sugar
Loaf winter sports development.
December 15, 1949. John W. Clark to Myron Avery.
Dear Mr. Avery:
I received your letter and the clippings on Sugar Loaf the day after I sent my letters to Lawson
Reeves and Mr. Greaton. I have already made arrangements to have lunch next Tuesday with
Fletcher Brown who is president of the Maine Ski Council and a mutual friend, Steve Sleeper.
Do you know the whereabouts of the Sandvik saw which I lent your group last summer? I have
purchased another Sandvik saw which I will be glad to donate to the M. A. C. for trail clearance,
but for sentimental reasons I would like to get my old saw back if possible.
Your recent letter raised the question as to just what purpose we plan to establish contact with
Amos Winter. If he can be persuaded to maintain any of the Bigelow section, that would be very
desirable. However, I feel that it is of greater importance to have him on our side on
developments in Maine as he seems to be somewhat influential. I think that in the long run we
may be able to accomplish more by selling him on the A. T. than by scolding him.
December 15, 1949. Everett F. Greaton to John W. Clark.
Dear Mr. Clark:
A winter sports meeting was held at the Augusta House on November 29. At that time some of
the boys from Portland had mentioned the fact that they had climbed Sugar Loaf Mt. in the
winter-time and found it to be one of the most desirable climbs that they had seen in Maine. In
fact they thought it was as good as anything they had seen in New England. Of course, there is
no money now available for the project but we are in hopes sometime someone will come along
with some funds that will make it possible to develop this fine area.
Dec. 16, 1949. Lawson Reeves to Jean Stephenson.
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Dear Miss Stephenson:
I am enclosing Mr. Rosmond's reply to my recent inquiry to him in regards the Sportsmen's
Show. This simply confirms what I had already told you in regards the show. I will write
immediately to Mrs. Jacobs and make reservations for the slides. Also, if there are prospects of
showing them to other groups, I will set the date to coincide with that time.
I do want to call your attention to the number that Mr. Rosmond said attended the Show. Again
this simply confirms what I have been saying. It shows the amount of literature which I should
have for free distribution. I do not know what percentage of people will ask for literature, but
even if one out of five ask, it would mean 1000 pieces. If you have not already brought this
matter to Mr. Avery's attention, I wish you would do so. A booth without literature would have
its value cut more than half.
It will depend to a very great extent upon the success of this venture as to what our procedure
would be in the future along these lines. If this proved successful we could try other shows and
the County Agriculture Fair.
December 17, 1949. (Copy of post card from Mr. Emil E. Winter, Jr., Kingfield, Maine, to
Mr. Lawson Reeves.)
Dear Mr. Reeves:
I forwarded your letter to me to Amos winter in Kingfield, as he is more concerned with the Trail
on Mt. Bigelow than I am.
He informed me that he would be more than glad to accompany you up the Trail any Sunday to
show you how we have kept the A.T. cleared. Several years ago I, personally, worked on the
Trail every Sunday for two falls and feel much the same way. Also, each fall the raspberry
bushes are swamped out by Amos and a crew of boys.
This morning I received a copy of the A.T. report and found Mr. Clark’s report somewhat
exaggerated—Mr. Amos Winter will no doubt get in touch with you.
December 19, 1949. Lawson Reeves to Myron Avery.
Dear Myron:
In looking over the list of M.A.T.C. members I notice that there is listed a Jackman, without sir
name or address. I wonder if it would be Richard W. Jackman, R. F. D. Mount Vernon Me. He
helped me clear my section in 1947 and 1948 but did not get out with me in 1949. He is an
exceptionally good worker and hiker. I know that there was some correspondence from the
conference to him and that his name is on the Guidebook list.
May I suggest that if he is the person in question, that his name and address be completed. If he
does not render assistance to me in 1950, I would recommend that his name be dropped from the
membership list and maybe someone else's name be substituted. I do know that he has made
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greater contribution in the past than some of the other members. I believe that now that the Club
has been reorganized, that non-maintaining members should be weeded out since they would
then have the privilege of becoming dues paying members if they wished to.
May I hear from you about this?
December 19, 1949. Lawson Reeves to Emil E. Winter, Jr., Kingfield, Maine
Dear Emil:
Thank you for your card of the l7th. I was very sorry that I missed you when I called at your
house November 26th on my return from working on the Sugarloaf Mt. Lean-to. I wrote you at
Helon Taylor’s suggestion. No doubt, you know that trail maintenance during the war was at a
standstill because of lack of manpower and travel restrictions. The Maine Appalachian Trail
Club has reorganized and are pushing forward a program of trail maintenance. It was upon this
subject that I was interested in. I thought that maybe the ski group from Kingfield might be
interested in taking over a few miles of the trail to maintain as a summer program. My offer to
bring the colored slides of the Trail to Kingfield to show to a group still stands. I am glad that
you gave my letter to Mr. Amos Winter and I will await a reply from him. Therefore, I am
sending a copy of this letter to him, as well as the interested Trail officers.
The misunderstanding in regard to Bigelow has been most unfortunate. Inasmuch as the ski trail
will not be used after this winter because of the flowage, it would seem best to forget the whole
matter.
The question of the project on Sugarloaf is something else. Since Amos is active in this project, I
know that he would not want to see the ski development interfere with the Appalachian Trail. As
I said before, these mountains are large enough for all groups with lots of area left over.
I would suggest that Amos write to Mr. Avery, giving a brief resume of current plans so that any
misunderstanding would be avoided.
I was not aware that your group had done so much clearing on Bigelow for the Appalachian Trail.
You can be sure that any work that you have done has been greatly appreciated. Here again, it
would be best if you had been registered with the Trail Conference so that you could have been
given full credit for what you have done. I am not a good enough skier to climb Bigelow with
Amos but I might be able to accept his kind invitation to join him next summer.
cc:

Amos Winter
Myron Avery
John Clark
Helon Taylor

December 21, 1949. Roy Fairfield to Jean Stephenson. [Hand-written]
Dear Miss Stephenson,
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Thank you for your letter of December 8 pertaining to the slide collection of the discovery
regarding wattage of projector bulb.
One further question: In the event that I am able to make arrangement for showing the slides, do
you want me to take care of publicity or will you? For example, I have made tentative
arrangements to speak at Farmington state Teachers College on Feb. 7 and at a combined
meeting of men’s clubs in Saco on Feb. 6. Shall I make a statement for the papers or will you?
Also, would you be so kind as to ask Mrs. Jacobs if I can have my original dates extended from
Feb. 2-5 to the 7th so as to include the above engagements? Would you also ask her to send me a
postal card confirming these dates? Sorry to put this detail off on you, but wanted to “kill two
birds with one stone!”
December 21, 1949. John W. Clark to Myron Avery.
Dear Myron:
Yesterday, I had lunch with Fletcher Brown, president of the Maine Ski Council.
At the winter sports meeting of the Maine Development Commission a year ago, the Ski Council
pushed for a large winter sports development in Maine. The M. D. C. asked them to make
specific recommendations. Consequently, a committee was appointed and assigned the job of
locating a suitable spot for such a development. Sugarloaf was chosen and the recommendation
was presented at this year’s winter sports meeting of the M. D. C. The proposal has received the
blessing of the M. D. C. and also of the Gannett Publishing Company. A member of the Maine
publicity Commission has been assigned the job of publicizing the development. However,
something much more concrete in the way of cash is needed and at this point the state has no
idea of assisting.
The plans for the immediate future are as follows: In March when the snow depths are at a
maximum, a group of New England ski experts such as Sel Hannah, Hannes Scheneider, Herman
Ostenmeir, etc. will look over the mountain on skis and try to outline some kind of plans for
development. I have arranged to be a member of this “expedition.” The following summer
(1950) a ski trail is to be cut and an attempt will be made to have it approved by the E. A. S. A.
as a class A race trail. The following winter, the Development Commission or similar
organization will sponsor races there. Snow reports, etc. will be publicized with the hope that
some group can be sufficiently interested to finance a development.
I doubt if the Portland group would get very far on the trail cutting proposition, but our friend Mr.
Winter is involved and I believe he may do something. He seemed to have very little difficulty in
having the ski trail cut on Bigelow.
The area where the first development is contemplated will probably be the northeast exposure
and should not infringe on the A.T. immediately. Of course, if a really large “million-dollar
development” is involved, the more gentle slope utilized by the A.T. will probably be used for
novice and intermediate ski trails. However, I imagine this is a very long ways off. I plan to keep
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posted on the progress of the development and will try to steer it away from the A.T. as much as
possible.
{P.S. Winter has arranged with Great Northern for free use of the land, trail cutting, building an
access road, etc. as long as there is no commercial development. At the point that commercial
development starts a new arrangement must be made. Jack.}
December 21, 1949. Roy Fairfield to Myron Avery. [Hand-written]
Dear Myron:
I have been able to establish contact with Farmington State Teachers and have made tentative
arrangements to speak there on Feb. 7. They appear interested in the trail.
Assuming they are excited about maintaining a section of the trail, will it be permissible for me
to mention the Bigelow area as a potential section? It occurs to me that an ambiguous reply to a
specific question pertaining to exact location might not only be embarrassing for me but also hurt
the organization as a whole. What do you think?
I shall endeavor to run a combination Bates-Farmington work trip in the Spring to orient them if
they decide to join us as maintaining members.
Sorry that 5,001 things came up to prevent a late Fall trip to the trail. Shall pitch in harder in the
Spring to fix bridge over Black Brook, double check conditions as well as Manual descriptions
on Section 20, and get total trail coverage before summer season commences.
Kindest wishes for a pleasant holiday season.
December 22, 1949. Lawson Reeves to Myron Avery.
Dear Myron:
Mr. Amos Winters called on me at my office yesterday as a result of the copy of the letter to
Emil Winter that I sent him. Amos impressed me as a person who you could take his word at
face value, as well as his ability as an outdoors man. His group is very perturbed as a result of the
misunderstanding in regards the ski trail on Bigelow. It seems that they have been using the same
trail to ski for the past 10 or 11 years and have done some work along the A.T.; where the two
join for the short distance. This is the first time that any question was raised. This will be the last
year that they will use that ski trail because of the flowage. It would seem best for all hands to
forget the whole thing. Had they continued to use the Bigelow Trail they would have been
interested in maintaining a section of the A.T. However, they have so much more to do to
develop the new trails on Sugarloaf that all of their time will be taken up.
I have asked Amos to attend our meeting in Lewiston April, 23 and he will do so if he can
arrange. Both the Bigelow and Sugarloaf can be discussed with him at that time.
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As he explained it to me the Sugarloaf project will not parallel or interfere with the A.T. at all. It
will be on the North side of the mountain and separate trails will go down each ravine. Their
proposed road will leave the highway at the bridge but will continue up the old woods road,
while the trail turns off at about 75 yards. Of course the lift, when and if installed, will reach to
the top of the mountain. I offered to him that I would write you and send him a copy of the letter.
I hope very much that he can attend the April meeting.
I was in Rangeley last Monday night and looked up Gordon Hunt. He is still interested in the A.T.
and is cooperating with me. He plans on attending the Lewiston meeting.
I meet Dan Wight at the Mineral and Gem Society meeting. I think he can and will help this year.
His address now is 656 Prospect Ave., Rumford. Please have his address changed on the records.
I was in Rumford last night and called at the Institute in regards to the Sportsmen’s Show. Every
thing is o.k. there. I will need free literature to pass out. I believe Miss Stephenson has discussed
this with you. I have two other bookings for the slides.
cc:

Amos Winter
John Clark
Helon Taylor
Jean Stephenson

December 24, 1949. Myron Avery. MEMORANDUM TO THE OFFICERS OF THE
MAINE APPALACHIAN TRAIL CLUB: (Attwood, Park, Clark, Stephenson, Fairfield,
Hadley, Reeves, Sawyer, and Taylor)
My pre-Christmas mail has brought me several letters from Maine and I think that I can best
reply by the "round-robin” route which will provide for an exchange of information.
We have been very much pleased with the arrangements which Messrs. Clark, Reeves and
Fairfield have made to show the Appalachian Trail slides to various groups. Here, we have
devoted every effort to getting the collection in condition. The lecture has been prepared and I
am very much pleased with the pictorial quality of the entire collection. It is far superior to the
collection which Miss Stephenson brought to Auburn and, I think, will be the source of
considerable commendation.
As we discussed at Auburn, we are particularly anxious to enlist new groups as maintainers of
the Trail in Maine. Mr. Clark has underway negotiations with groups at Portland whose primary
interest is in skiing. He has also arranged to see the Maine Outing Club in January. Mr. Clark has
been giving particular attention to the development of sponsors on Mt. Bigelow. Mr. Reeves’
activities have gone in the same direction and he has tried to turn the activities of the people,
who supplanted a mile of the Appalachian Trail by a ski trail, into Appalachian Trail
maintenance. Mr. Fairfield’s letter to me is in connection with his arrangements, on February 7th,
to talk at the Farmington State Teachers school. He writes that they appear interested in the Trail
and wishes to know how to proceed in the event that the organization is ready to assume trail
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maintenance. Mr. Fairfield has asked how to handle the situation. I would suggest this as a
working rule:
It is essential to clear these matters of specific assignment through the Overseer of Trails or we
may incur the embarrassment of having two groups think they are going to maintain the same
section with possible difficulties. Mr. Fairfield could say to this group that there are areas open
on Bigelow and that he would immediately have Mr. Clark make contact with the group and
designate a specific area. This method would, I think, allow the fullest latitude in having people
locally try to interest new sponsors and yet provide for coordination and avoid any conflict.
Our latest M.A.T.C. correspondence has been in connection with the rumored development on
Mt. Sugarloaf, where the Maine Development Commission appears to have come into the picture,
Mr. Clark has sent to me a letter reporting in detail of his meeting on December 20th with Mr.
Fletcher Brown, President of the Maine Ski Council. I assume that Mr. Clark has sent on copies
to Messrs. Reeves and Taylor, who are closest in touch with the situation and I am not repeating
here what Mr. Clark has written. Our concern is to avoid the obliteration of the walking trail
through the construction of a very wide trail for skiing. It is not a matter of maintenance or
marking alone, but the super-imposing of a ski trail on a walking trail completely ends the
desirability of the former route. Mr. Reeves has sent to me a copy of a post card from Emil
Winter, which I have thought desirable to copy and attach to this letter. Mr. Winter's card
indicates what I feel is a common difficulty. He refers to keeping the A. T. clear and seems to
fail to realize how the transformation into a ski trail completely ruins the walking trail. The
clearing out of the raspberry bushes in the fall does not care for our maintenance problem. Mr.
Reeves' letter to Mr. Winter, copy of which he has sent to Messrs. Clark and Taylor, most
diplomatically suggests these difficulties and I hope that it will serve the purpose of conveying to
the ski enthusiasts the suggestion that they should not destroy someone else’s development to
attain their own objectives. Certainly, with what has been said in Trailway News and, if Amos
Winter received a copy of the letter which Mr. Reeves has written, it will put the point across.
Mr. Clark writes that he thinks the development would be on the northeast side, away from the A.
T., but that Winter has arranged with the Great Northern for free use of the land, trail cutting and
building an access road so long as there is no commercial development.
I assume that Mr. Clark had an opportunity to impress upon the President of the Ski Council the
point that we went to avoid another Mt. Bigelow incident and that the A. T. has been in place on
Sugarloaf for close to 15 years, apart from the expense we have just incurred in rebuilding the
Sugarloaf Lean-to. I have this very definite suggestion for Mr. Clark. That is that he ascertain
from which Great Northern official Mr. Winter obtained this verbal permission. After that has
been accomplished, I think we should consider whether or not we should not make contact with
the same official and ask him to impose on the permission given to Mr. Winter a restriction to
the effect that the A. T. route is not to be interfered with by the permission given to cut new
trails. This could become very important and we may have an "eager beaver" individual who will
not wait until the summer of 1950 but will go ahead on his own to do some clearing in order to
make Sugarloaf more readily available at the time of the inspection by the ski experts in March. I
have the feeling the precautionary measures along this line would be very salutary.
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This has been a rather long discussion of the situation but it will serve to keep everyone fully
posted as to the present development of matters.
To report on a few other situations.
I have had no further word from Forest Commissioner Nutting as to the Cable Bridge since my
letter where I offered to try to have the Clubs contribute to the extent of $400.00. I am awaiting
action from Assistant Commissioner Wilkins on the proposal to create new campsites which will
give us a complete chain in Maine. I have not been able to ascertain whether the Forest Service
did the clearing on Moxie Bald for which we had made payment. If the work was not done it
might be to our advantage since it would be cared for in 1950.
The manuscript for a new edition of the Katahdin Reprint (much improved) goes to the printer
next week. We have a fine, new two-color map, replacing No. 4, which will go out with the 1950
Supplement. This is being held up until I can incorporate into the Supplement a definite
commitment with respect to the repairs on the Nesowadnehunk Cable Bridge.
Enclosures:
Copy of post card from Emil Winter
Copy of Mr. Reeves’ letter to Emil Winter
December 28, 1949. Myron Avery MEMORANDUM TO THE OFFICERS OF THE
MAINE APPALACHIAN TRAIL CLUB
This supplements my letter of December 24th, in connection with the ski trail problems of
western Maine.
I am sending all involved a copy of Mr. Reeves’ letter of December 22nd. We are indebted to Mr.
Reeves for impressing upon Mr. Winter the difficulties resulting from the use of the A.T. for a
ski trail. While I am inclined to think that we have less to fear from any trail cutting on Sugarloaf,
I believe it very desirable to have Mr. Clark make the inquiries which I had suggested.
I had thought it desirable to have everyone informed of the latest chapter.
Enclosures:
Copy of ltr. From Mr. Reeves dtd. 22 Dec. 1949
December 28, 1949. C. M. MacLachlan, The Long Islander (Founded by Walt Whitman in
1838), Huntington, Long Island, to Myron Avery.
Dear Mr. Avery:
I am sorry to be so tardy in answering your gracious letter inviting me to join the distinguished
fraternity of the Appalachian Trail Conference. My check and the enclosed form are my answer
to that and I was very glad to be asked.
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You were very generous with the pamphlets and leaflets and I have looked them over carefully.
I was particularly delighted with the brochure on Mt. Bigelow. Our climb that day was a high
moment indeed, and I am not trying to make a nasty pun.
We have purchased an old broken-down farmhouse in Phillips Township where it meets the
Madrid and Salem lines. we shall be repairing it for some time but I hope to cover more of the
Trail each year. My 15-year old son, Alan, is an incurable hiker and was in the party last summer
when we took the Sugarloaf and Bigelow trips. In September, we also climbed Tumbledown at
Weld.
I have seen photographs of the Whitman statue at Bear Mountain, but I have never seen the
statue itself. When I have become a more experienced traveler I should like to do that. As you
know. Whitman was born in Huntington and his first hikes must have been taken in the West
Hills country which are the nearest thing we have to mountains.
I shall look forward to the pleasure of meeting you or at least hearing from you from time to
time. Meanwhile, thank you for your letter and the booklets. I am enclosing $2.50 for a copy of
the “Guide to The Appalachian Trail in Maine".
Cc: Miss Marion Park, Miss Jean Stephenson, Mr. John W. Clark, Mr. B. W. Griscom, Miss
Dorothy Martin, and Miss Giller with check and application. We have sent Guide.
December 28, 1949. Myron Avery to Lawson Reeves.
Dear Lawson:
Your letter of December 19th is simply an illustration of how we can overlook some of these
matters in the press of all of the Conference activities. The Jackman to whom you refer is not the
individual who worked with you. We had intended to list Major A. H. Jackman, who was a onetime director of the Trail Club. By oversight, we did not get his full name and address.
I think this furnishes the information which you requested.
The matter of eliminating people who have lost interest is probably something for the officers to
consider at the next annual meeting. There will need be such changes.
While I have not opened the sign because of the difficulty of restoring the wrapping, I am glad,
indeed, that you were able to make so much progress and I hope that nothing prevents your
carrying out your plan to make additional signs on the basis of the stencils which Clark will get
cut.
Your letter to Mr. Winter seems to have removed a potential threat of promiscuous ski trail
cutting and what you have done is very effective in this connection.
cc: Miss Stephenson:
If a copy of the list was sent to Jackman, we will need to express our apologies. Suggest you
correct the list at Headquarters.
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DRAFT December 30, 1949. [Date crossed out] Myron Avery to C.S. McCarty,
Shenandoah Publishing House
Dear Mr. McCarty:
I refer to your letter of ________________________, furnishing quotations for the Katahdin
Section of GUIDE TO THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE, as a result of our discussion
on December 29th.
We wish to place the order for ______________ copies at the quoted price of ___________.
To avoid any misunderstanding, I am mentioning other points which were discussed at Strasburg.
(1) The type for the Katahdin Section will be held for use in future reprinting of the Maine Guide.
(2) The publication is to be loose-leaf, with staples and washer which you will furnish with the
binder as a part of the cost. (Attached is a sample sheet to show the spacing of the punched
holes.)
(3) You are obtaining sample covers of a water-resistant stock; this reprint is to be in {green}
with the cover stamped in accordance with the {model} left with you.
(4) The paper is 16-pound Mohawk, opaque.
(5) You will send five (5) sets of proof to me at the address given below.
(6) The maps, die-cut, with the extensions, will be furnished by us for insertion.
(7) The maps, if not received folded in the accordion style, will be folded in that manner by you.
We understand that the cost of any such folding will be an additional charge.
(8) You will instruct your compositors to follow very exactly the style of punctuation,
particularly with respect to commas, periods, quotation marks and parentheses, as set forth in the
model.
(9) The cut of the photographs and the Club insignia cut {for the cover} have been delivered to
you.
The Maine Appalachian Trail Club is holding a meeting at Auburn, Maine on April 23rd. For
the purpose of having the reprint available for this meeting and for publication in connection
with sales, it will be of greatest assistance if you could deliver to us by that time one hundred
(100) sets.
Show on original
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cc: Miss Park
Miss Stephenson
{Enclosure Maine Guide sheet}
1949
TRAIL TOOLS AND EQUIPMENT AT SPORTING CAMPS AND WITH
INDIVIDUALS ON THE APPALACHIAN TRAIL IN MAINE
NORTH TO SOUTH
HAROLD J. DYER, Custodian
Baxter State Park
Katahdin Stream Campsite

6 pr. Pruning shears (one pair broken August, 1949)

YORKS’S TWIN PINE CAMPS

1 carton (8 cans) white paint
1 Hunt black paint
3 carriers (small quart)
1 can Turpentine
(There are no A.T. markers, nails, or signs.)

RAINBOW LAKE CAMPS

5 cans brown paint (in carton)
¼ can brown paint
2 white titanium oxide
1 partly used white titanium oxide
60 markers (package)
2 quarts blue paint – jars
100 nails
16 markers
83 nails
4 used sign boards
--one painted—repainted

NAHMAKANTA LAKE CAMPS

1 weeder
2 qts. Brown paint
1 qt. (glass jar) blue paint
50 markers
100 nails
12 qts. White paint in cans
Sign No. 42
Note by M.H.A.
Sept. 1949. Endeavoring to trace carton of
12 qts. White paint allegedly sent to
Schoppe in 1947.
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BUCK HORN CAMPS

Paint in cans: 4 qts. Brown
2 2/3 qts. White
1 heavy wt. shears, used (weak handle)
1 light wt. shears, used
1 light wt. shears, used, with a nut, clamp,
and bolt missing from handle
3 used board scrapers
2 weeders, used
40 nails
¼ qt. gum turpentine
*1 package nails
*1 package A.T. markers
1 hammer (taken by M.H.A.)
4 1-gal. paint carriers with bails
*Did not open these but they appear to
contain 100 nails and 50 markers.

YOKE POND CAMPS

CHADWICK’S WEST BRANCH POND
CAMPS

½ qt. fly dope
8 qts. white paint in cans
8 qts. white paint in glass jars
1 pt. white paint in gallon can
2 qts. black paint (one leaking—unable
to locate)
1 partly full can blue paint
2 pr. Pruning shears (1 pr. reported in
previous inventory now missing)
1 qt. Blue paint (unable to locate)
15 markers
40 nails
1 notebook
Signs No. 78 “Viewpoint”
56 markers
2 x 56 nails
1 weeder
2 used scrapers
2 qts. blue in cans
1 qt. blue in glass
2 – 1 ft. filed
26 nails
4 canvas gloves
1 new scraper
6-1/2 qts. white in cans
2-1/2 qts. brown in cans
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8 markers
CHAIRBACK MOUNTAIN CAMPS

3 used weeders
3 qts. blue paint, in 1 qt. cans
5 qts. brown paint, in 1 qt. cans
14 qts. white paint, in 1 qt. cans
100 markers
200 nails
1 qt. turpentine
4 used scrapers
3 new brushes
1 new flat file
1 bottle P.A.T.C. fly dope
2 small “Dubbin” cans (empty) for paint
2 signs (extra #123 (8th ed.) and #134 (8th
ed.)—but made from 6th ed. And omits ref. to
Monument Cliff
2 Hudson Bay axes (new)
1 Seymour Smith pruning shears
6 Disston pruning shears (in package addressed
to Myron H. Avery)

MOUNTAIN VIEW CAMPS

3 qts. black asphaltum paint
1 weeder
1 package pruning shears (repaired and
returned by Disston)
1 bush hook
2 scrapers, large, used
6 weeders (unopened, in carton)
1 Swedish Pulp saw (broken blade)
1 carton 12 qts. white paint
5 cans white paint
2 oz. bottle turpentine
100 markers
No nails—to be shipped in

FIREWARDEN’S CABIN ON MOXIE BALD 1 qt. blue paint (left 1942—not found July
1949)
¾ qt. white paint
¼ qt. blue paint (partly used 1945)
TROUTDALE CABINS*

8 qts. white paint in cans
4 qts. white paint in cardboard containers
3 qts. #1 black asphaltum
2 prs. pruning shears
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2 weeders (1 new in 1945)-1 extra blade
*None of this equipment could be located in
July, 1949. Check being made of Rohr Camp.
STERLING’S HOTEL, CARATUNK

2 qts. white paint in cans
20 markers
40 nails
2 paint carrier handles
3 scrapers, bored and with string
3 brushes
1 pr. large canvas gloves

PIERCE POND CAMPS

3 qts. white paint in jars
2/3 qt. white paint in can
¾ qt. blue paint in can
1 empty tin can
1 paint carrier
20 good markers and nails
20 varnished markers (to be destroyed)

SCHOPPE’S

2 cans brown paint
50 markers
100 nails (carton—12 qts. paint not located)
Sign for Rainbow Lake taken to Swain

DORE’S CAMPS

6 shears (1949 model)
6 weeders

EAST CARRY POND CAMPS

3 qts. white paint in jars
¾ qt. white paint in jar (used in 1945)
½ qt. black paint, used in 1945
½ qt. turpentine
1 pr. pruning shears (with handle reconstructed
at Moxie Pond)
Signs Nos. 158 and 159 at junction A.T. and
Carry Pond Lean-to Trail; varnished and in fair
order. (Made in 1942.) Removed.

WEST CARRY POND CAMPS

50 A.T. markers
100 galvanized nails
4 new paint brushes
2 scrapers (one not bored in handle)
8 qts. white paint (sent in Aug. 1945)
4 qts. blue (to be removed for use on Bigelow)
6 qts. gray (at least 1 can has leaked)
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1 small paint carrier
3 weeders
1 pruning shears (Storey to insert Handle)
(Remaining equipment on list of Oct. 5, 1946,
removed for use in Eastern Maine or by Clark.)
HERBERT BLACKWELL, STRATTON, ME

1 weeder
1 pr. pruning shears

FRED HUTCHINS, STRATTON, Maine

1 pr. pruning shears
1 weeder
1 qt. white paint
1 ½ qts. blue paint

STANLEY B ATTWOOD, LEWISTON, ME

1 weeder and blade

NED K. ANDERSON, SHERMAN,
GAYLORDSVILLE, CONN/

3 worn shears

LAWSON REEVES, Dryden, Me.

5 qts. white paint – (10/46 12 qts. white paint)
2 qts. brown paint
2 qts. blue paint
100 markers and nails
2 weeders
2 shears
Signs for Sec. 18, except signs for Orbeton
Stream (6th Ed.)
Material sent Oct. 1946.

M. H. AVERY, LUBEC, MAINE

2 new weeders
2 pr. pruning shears (new)
4 1949 pruning shears
1 carton – six – old style weeders
3 used—old style—weeders
2 used—old style—pruning shears

WASHINGTON

2 worn weeders (Sept. 1945)

JOHN W. CLARK

2—1949 style pruning shears sent from Lubec

FINLEY AND ANDERSON LIST OF
EQUIPMENT DATED AUGUST 1949

5 clippers
5 weeders
7 paint brushes
2 paint scrapers (one broken)
1 pr. goggles
4 qts. white paint
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1 qt. blue paint
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